
 

2027 AACTA AWARDS 

Voting Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Categories / Voters Awards Round 1 ​
 (Decide the AACTA Nominees) 

Round 2​
 (Decide the AACTA Winners) 

Short Film Awards 
Preselection committee (by invitation along with EOI) 
Rd 1: Professional, General and Youth members determine nominees 
Rd 2: Professional, General and Youth members determine winner 

AACTA Award for Best Short Film 
·         Pre-selection starts: 10 Aug 2026 
·         Pre-selection ends: 15 Sep 2026 

1 Oct 2026 – 16 Oct 2026 26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

Documentary (Feature) Awards   
Rd 1: Best Documentary - All Professional members determine nominees 
Rd 2: Best Documentary - All Professional members determine winner 

AACTA Award for Best Documentary 25 Aug 2026 – 5 Oct 2026  26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

Online Awards 
Nominations and winner decided by jury 

AACTA Award for Best Online Drama or Comedy Series 2 Oct 2026 – 30 Oct 2026  N/A 

Film Awards  
Rd 1: Production and Acting - All Professional members 
Rd 2: Production and Acting - All Professional members 

AACTA Award for Best Film​
AACTA Award for Best Indie Film​
AACTA Award for Best Lead Actor in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Lead Actress in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Supporting Actor in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Supporting Actress in Film 

 2 Oct 2026 – 9 Nov 2026  26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

TV Awards 
Rd 1: Production and Acting - All Professional members 
Rd 2: Production and Acting  - All Professional members 

AACTA Award for Best Children’s Program​
AACTA Award for Best Documentary or Factual Program​
AACTA Award for Best Drama Series​
AACTA Award for Best Entertainment Program​
AACTA Award for Best Factual Entertainment Program​
AACTA Award for Best Miniseries​
AACTA Award for Best Narrative Comedy Series​
AACTA Award for Best Competition Reality Program​
AACTA Award for Best Stand-Up Special​
AACTA Award for Best Lead Acting in a Comedy 
AACTA Award for Best Supporting Acting in a Comedy 
AACTA Award for Best Lead Actor in a Drama 
AACTA Award for Best Lead Actress in a Drama​
AACTA Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Drama 

 2 Oct 2026 – 9 Nov 2026  26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

 



AACTA Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Drama​
​
 

Television Craft 
Rd 1: Respective Chapters determine nominees 
Rd 2: Respective Chapters determine winners 

AACTA Award for Best Cinematography in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Costume Design in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Editing in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Production Design in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Original Score in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Sound in TV​
AACTA Award for Best Casting in TV 
AACTA Award for Best Screenplay in TV 

  2 Oct 2026 – 9 Nov 2026  26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

Film Craft 
Rd 1: Respective Chapters determine nominees 
Rd 2: Respective Chapters determine winners 

AACTA Award for Best Cinematography in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Costume Design in Film 
AACTA Award for Best Direction in Drama or Comedy​
AACTA Award for Best Direction in Nonfiction TV​
AACTA Award for Best Editing in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Production Design in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Original Score in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Sound in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Casting in Film 
AACTA Award for Best Direction in Film 
AACTA Award for Best Original Screenplay in Film​
AACTA Award for Best Adapted Screenplay in Film 

  2 Oct 2026 – 9 Nov 2026  26 Nov 2026 – 14 Dec 2026 

Documentary Craft 
Rd 1: Respective Chapters determine a shortlist of 5 productions per 
format (Feature Documentary and TV Documentary) 
Rd 2: Respective Chapters determine nominees and winners from top 10 

AACTA Award for Best Cinematography in a 
Documentary​
AACTA Award for Best Editing in a Documentary​
AACTA Award for Best Sound in a Documentary​
AACTA Award for Best Original Score in a Documentary 

Feature Documentaries 
28 Aug 2026 – 29 Sept 202 
 
TV Documentaries 
2 Oct 2026 – 26 Oct 2026 
 
 

27 Oct 2026 – 6 Nov 2026 

Hair and Makeup 
TV and Film candidates combined. AACTA Award for Best Hair and Makeup 2 Oct 2026 – 9 Nov 2026  N/A 

Visual Effects and Animation 
All VFX and Animation accredited chapter members and Visual Effects 
Society invitees 

AACTA Award for Best Visual Effects or Animation 2 Oct 2026 – 19 Oct 2026  N/A 

Music Awards 
TV and Film candidates combined 

AACTA Award for Best Original Song​
AACTA Award for Best Soundtrack 

7 Oct 2026 – 4 Nov 2026  N/A 

 
 
 

 
Australian Film Institute | Australian Academy of Cinema and Television Arts 

PO Box 283, South Melbourne, VIC, 3205 Australia​
+61 3 9696 1844 |  aacta.org 

We would like to acknowledge the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of the nation and the traditional custodians of the lands where we live, learn and work. Always was, always will be. 

http://www.aacta.org/
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