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Asset Mapping Exercise 
 

Love Notes 
Peter Kageyama (For the Love of Cities) 

 

In making loveable cities and places just as in making loving 

relationships, little things matter – a lot.  Small gestures, tiny in the 

grand scheme of the city / place or the relationship, have an outsized 

impact on the nature and quality of that relationship.  They are the 

chocolate on the pillow and the fresh cut flowers in the hallway.  

Peter Kageyama calls them “Love Notes”.  

A love note is something that endears a place to its residents, 

something that makes them smile, or feel at ease, something that 

provides them with an emotional connection to their place. 

 

(Taken from the Coff’s Harbour ‘Live Love Coffs’ Initiative) 

 

Love Notes can be a powerful asset mapping exercise.  Essentially, 
residents are asked to write down what they love about where 
they live and then these ‘love notes’ are displayed creatively.  The 
options for getting creative are endless.  Another great variation of 
this exercise is to get residents to write down a passion or gift they 
would be happy to share with their community.  
 
Two great examples of how to use love notes for asset mapping are 
given by Coff’s Harbour and Melbourne. 
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Coff’s Harbour Live Love Coffs 
Using a ‘Story Tree’ residents were invited to write down what they love about Coff’s 
Harbour and peg the note to the tree.   
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Love Melbourne: Queen Victoria Markets  

The Love MELBOURNE installation has gradually become covered in thousands of messages 
or ‘love notes’ that reflect the diversity of what people love most about the city.  Using over 
6000 colourful iconically Australian Kevron key tags which were made available for people 
to write down what they most love about Melbourne and then click it into place on the 
letter of their choice. 
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