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CASE STUDY 

WA town opens pop-up harvest cafe to keep the coffee 
flowing and bellies full 
ABC Rural  

By Tyne Logan, 30 November, 2016 
 

 

A small Western Australian town has set up a volunteer-run 
pop-up cafe to make sure the hundreds of workers who come 
through the town over harvest do not go without a meal and a 
coffee. 

The cafe was especially important because the town's only grocery store 
and cafe closed its doors earlier this year. 

Borden, in the state's Great Southern region, is home to one of the 
state's largest Cooperative Bulk Handling (CBH) sites. 

Until June the town had a one-stop shop for groceries and cafe meals, 
but when that shut its doors it left the town without anywhere to get food 
or coffee before the local pub opened at 4:00pm. 

For the town of fewer than 200 people, having the closest coffee and 
food stop 30kms away was not acceptable. 
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Organised by local Bronwyn Gaze, the 
community teamed up to create a pop-up cafe, named the "harvest 
cafe", in order to give workers a well-earned break over their busiest 
time of the year. 

The cafe, which is positioned in the town's RSL hall, will be open for just 
six weeks. 

Ms Gaze said it was especially important for truck drivers and workers 
who might be working long hours over the harvest period. 

"At the moment we're a little bit concerned about the hours that our 
workers are putting in," she said. 

"The trucks travel long distances and there's a lot of pressure on them to 
be on time to get back to the paddocks, and it was only this morning that 
we were thinking it was about time they had a break. 

"Just coming in for a coffee and a chat sometimes breaks the routine of 
the day and I'm quite conscious of that." 

 

Cafe run largely by volunteers 

Ms Gaze, her daughter and one other employee are the only staff on the 
payroll for the cafe. 

The rest of the cafe is run by about 20 different community members 
who volunteer to bake goods for the store to sell each week. 

Ms Gaze said having so many people from the community contribute to 
the project was "quite moving". 

"I sort of feel quite emotional about it at times," she said. 

"The support for this cafe has been extraordinary and it's come from all 
directions. 

"It's hard to encapsulate the effect that this has on a community and the 
fact that it could not have happened without community support." 

It was unclear whether or not the original general store would re-open; 
locals said that was yet to be worked out. 

But Ms Gaze said there was no ill feeling in the town about the closure 
of the general store. 
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