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CASE STUDY 

Community Bumping Spaces 
ABCDE is fundamentally about connections, relationships and assets.  

Community bumping spaces are so important in facilitating and driving these 

three elements. Even the exercise of creating these spaces is an incredibly 

useful ABCDE activity and process.  Time to create more community bumping 

spaces! 

 

CREATING BUMPING SPACES WHERE ANYTHING IS 

POSSIBLE 
Nurture Development Blog, Cormac Russell, September 4, 2013 

How many people do you meet, say hello to, or have a conversation with, during an average day? 

Where do you meet or see them? Do you take part in any activities together? 

These places, wherever they may be, are more important than we often imagine. They are 

the bumping spaces, the places where people come together to meet, share ideas or local 

knowledge, relate to one another, get comfort, feel connected and have the potential to co-create a 

vibrant world. 

It’s where the magic happens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Increasingly, these bumping spaces have become less visible. In the UK, they have moved indoors 

and unless you look for them, you won’t find them. Many now seem to be largely interest based and 

require a fee to access them. Or they seem to cater for a particular group of people with a particular 

‘need’ e.g. those with intellectual disabilities or mental health challenges. 

 

 

http://www.abcdelearningsites.com.au/


 

www.abcdelearningsites.com.au  2 
 

This feels particularly true to me at the moment as I am spending a 

week in the lovely town of Coin, in southern Spain. The main town, which you can walk around in 

about 30 minutes, boasts 4 open squares. Each square has shaded areas, water fountains and plenty 

of seating. They are inviting spaces that seem to be there without purpose or agenda. I fell in love 

with one in particular (pictured here) just outside of the Mayor’s offices which had a bandstand, 

communal gym and what looked to be the makings of a communal library. We made the mistake of 

visiting during peak siesta time which explains the distinct lack of people. But I tell you, come 6pm it 

was buzzing with life. And on a Tuesday. 

 

Now, I don’t want to do the UK a disservice. There has been something of a revival, albeit a small 

one, of opening up and using public spaces across towns and cities. I think about my hometown, 

Kingston-upon-Thames. It has some really gorgeous spaces that are well-used particularly during the 

summer. But I can’t help notice they are often crammed with market stalls trying to sell me things. 

There are few places to sit. You’re invited to come in, buy what you need, and leave. 

 

As I’ve been travelling around Nurture Development’s Learning and Working Sites, I have been on the 

lookout for the ‘bumping spaces’ in the different communities and have been introduced to some 

fantastic examples. From the South Ockendon Community Hub in Thurrock which finds a way to 

make anything possible, to the Yes @ The Edge Charity Shop that offers free hugs to anyone that 

wants one and the vibrant Millie and Me café that has cured loneliness for so many people over 

delicious cake, in Brixham. There are plenty of examples. And the fact that they’re indoors, takes 

nothing away from them. But for today, I’m interested in the outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There’s something fluid and natural in the open spaces here in Coin that I haven’t seen in the UK 

since I was a small child and my granny and her neighbours used to sit outside their houses chatting, 

sharing the latest news (aka gossip…) and exchanging favours. This is still an everyday occurrence 

here. As people began to emerge from their siestas yesterday, I watched as the benches filled up with 

the older people of the community. Each one with their particular spot that had been cemented after 
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hours of manoeuvring. I watched as energised young people began 

running around the square, drinking from the fountain and chatting to the older folks nestled on their 

benches. I watched as tourists, sitting down for a breather with their great big ice creams, were invited 

into conversations with the locals and exchanged a few laughs despite, or as a result of, the obvious 

lack of a shared language! I suppose I am drawn to these kinds of bumping spaces because they’re 

easy to spot, anyone can stumble across them and I can just be me. And in these spaces, anything is 

possible. 

(http://www.nurturedevelopment.org/blog/creating-bumping-spaces-where-anything-is-possible/)  

 

This story from ABCD Europe captures well how bumping spaces can be a great 

place to start conversations. 

 
Bumping spaces discover untapped gifts and talents of local people! 
 
(Posted by Gary Loftus on February 22, 2013 at 17:30) 
 

A couple months ago, when I stood outside the local chippy on Alt estate, a regular bumping space 
for Helen Smith, Forever Manchester's Community Builder, we met local resident Paul.  

We introduced ourselves to Paul and asked if he'd mind answering a few questions about the estate 
and some of things he likes to do in his time.  

Without hesitation, Paul said "I want to start on on-line radio station for the neighbourhood". "I've 
got some ideas and have already started to get things in motion"  

Helen asked Paul "Have you heard about the on-line newspaper that residents are developing with 
support from the local college" "The ALTernative News"!  

"No I haven't, what's it all about'?  Paul enquires 

"It's hyper-news and Alt Community Challenge Team are developing it for the neighbourhood, we 
promote positive stories about the place where you live"  

Shortly after Paul started attending ACCT sessions, and we introduced to the media guys from the 
college, who were excited to hear of Paul's ambitions.  

Recently Paul secured a guest slot on Oldham Community Radio and interviewed Helen and 
members of the community - you can listen to the show here, by clicking the link and pressing listen 
to recent episodes - click episode 19.2.13 and here about some of the great community building 
work underway on Alt estate.....Keep listening - it's a great show!  

http://www.oldhamcommunityradio.com/programmes/oldham-today/my-music/ 
The great news is; Paul is now going back to college in September to study creative media -  

Here's an e-mail I received from Paul recently!  

"To be honest with you I never thought of going back to college to do something like this it was John 
that mentioned it to me and I went away to think about it and I thought to myself why not go for it 
and try and better myself with going back to college and see where it goes from there." 

(http://abcdeurope.ning.com/profiles/blogs/bumping-spaces-discover-untaped-gifts-and-talents-of-
local-people)  
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How to Create Bumping Spots  
(Based on a conversation and walk with Julie Chasen, Growing a Village/Cultivando un Pueblo)  
 
Bumping spots, created through the process of placemaking, are spaces where people can come 
together and create relationships. They can be public places such as parks and street corners or 
private property like a person’s front yard. Julie Chasen from the Junior College Neighborhood 
learned about them after seeing a slide show put on by City Repair from Portland, OR. She was so 
inspired by the concept that she decided to organize a neighborhood meeting to brainstorm places 
they could turn into bumping spots.  
 
With help from The Leadership Institute for Ecology and the Economy, a meeting was held in a local 
church and twenty-eight neighbors participated and came up with one hundred ideas just for the JC 
neighborhood. Ideas included places for food exchanges, artwork, benches, gardens, bulletin boards, 
traffic calming, planting trees, and meditation.  
 
The first event for the neighborhood took place in 2006 at the intersection of Silva and Orchard St. 
They used chalk to draw a large picture in the roadway for temporary art and built a community 
bench on wheels that was able to be moved around the neighborhood. The full day included live 
music and food sharing. One year later, volunteers got eighteen straw bales and placed them 
throughout the neighborhood as resting places that would signal to neighbors that this was a 
welcome place to sit and chat. Some of them were replaced with permanent benches after people 
experienced what it was like to allow others onto their private property.  
 
As Julie describes it, bumping spots are a “space where people feel welcome to hang out.” Ideally, 
people also feel comfortable to contribute to the space, express themselves, and feel connected. 
This can be an ongoing process letting people know that even if a resting place is on someone else’s 
property, everyone is welcome to use it to relax. Julie started a bumping space in her front yard by 
creating a children’s fort among the trees in her front yard. She added a bench so parents could sit 
nearby and talk while the children play. Young people from the neighborhood were invited to bring 
toys, artwork, and whatever else they wanted to add to the space to leave their mark and 
personalize it. What has grown is a nook in the neighborhood with little remnants contributed over 
time from various neighbors.  
 
The key to keeping these places used on an ongoing basis is that the property owner and nearby 
residents must be passionate about it and willing to maintain it. Julie marveled at how much safer 
she feels having a bumping spot in front of her home. It has added a connection with her neighbors 
and they look out for negative influences on her property.  
 
The neighborhood’s new project, spearheaded by Julie and Growing a Village/Cultivando un Pueblo 
and with help from a Community Advisory Board Grant she received, is to transform the Poppy 
Creek Green Space into a kid-friendlier place. Already neighbors have done weed whacking, cleaned 
up dog waste, removed trash, done craft projects, and cleaned along the sidewalks to keep debris 
from going into the creek with help from City Creek Steward, Alistair Bleifuss. When they got 
together to generate ideas for how the space could be used, they came up with adding a post with 
biodegradable bags for people to remove dog waste, a bulletin board, a garbage bin, art, and 
planting poppies. A neighborhood youth has offered to keep the bags stocked which is in keeping 
with Julie’s philosophy of supporting young people as they take on leadership roles in the 
community.  
 
As we walked around the neighborhood, I was struck by how everyone seemed to know Julie. She 
had time to say hello to each person and seemed to feel that the neighborhood was truly hers. She 
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has contributed to so many of the benches, straw bales, artwork, 
gardens, and events that she walks with a confidence that she belongs in the neighborhood and can 
count on her community. Bumping  
 
spots have made more private space public to her and she feels comfortable sitting down and 
enjoying it.  
 
Tips for Creating Bumping Spots:  

 Work with neighbors to identify places in your community where people gather or could 
gather (parks, corner lots, open spaces, alleyways, intersections, etc). 

 Brainstorm what you would like to have in those spaces (community garden, vegetable 
swap, mural, flowers, bench, etc).  

 Decide who is willing to initiate contact with the property owner or contact the City 
department that maintains the space.  

 Find a way to let people know the space is intended for everyone’s use (signs, bulletin 
boards, email, word of mouth, etc). This could be as simple as moving chairs from your 
backyard onto your front yard with a sign that reads, “Feel free to relax here.”  

 Encourage people to contribute to the space’s character (help with maintenance, add 
artwork, etc).  

 Children are great sources of energy so contact local daycares, schools, and young leaders in 
the neighborhood to involve them in the process. 

 Have fun! Use the bumping spots as a chance to meet new people, introduce yourself, and 
create an atmosphere of belonging  
 

With little to no money, neighbors can transform their streets and sidewalks into a true 
neighborhood.  
 
(From http://cityrepair.org/  and http://ci.santa-
rosa.ca.us/doclib/Documents/CEP_How_to_Create_Bumping_Spots.pdf)  
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