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CASE STUDY 

The Food Loving Criminals  
Creative Management, Rotterdam, The Netherlands. 

www.creatiefbeheer.nl 

By Evi van der Niet 
 

 

The maintenance of a public green space is traditionally seen as a cost.  

For Creative Management these green spaces form the places of encounters and opportunities in 

the city: a healthy city has healthy outdoor spaces and strong connections. 

Rini Biemans, a former GP & his wife Karin Keizer are the founders of this wonderful and exciting 

group of committed change makers. 

The practice is orientated towards the development of green spaces which stimulate inclusive 

communities. By this we mean the 'natural' interaction between people, plants and animals.  

I was working as an urban farmer and my role was to stimulate local participation and ownership. 

We adopted an empty piece of land in an area distressed by demolition to make place for more 

expensive apartments. 

The place soon became a hangout for labeled youth. ‘Youth at risk’ as they are called by institutions. 

They were a group of 11 young men aged 16 -24. 

Their common ground was a lack of perspective and purpose and a common love for smoking weed. 

I was in the garden on a daily basis and started to get to know a few of the ‘fun loving criminals’ 

crew. After 18 cups of coffee and hours of chatting we found some common ground, the kitchen.  
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It started with a huge Soup Pan, a gas bottle and 3 tins of lentils. 

I invited 2 of the young men to prepare a Lentil soup in the little field kitchen we built on the spot. 

It soon became a bigger and bigger lunch crew, so we came up with a bigger plan.  

Why don’t we invite a local trained chef to give workshops in the kitchen, and why don’t we, after 

those workshops cook a 4-star dinner for our mothers.  

Our mothers, as Hassan, said: “never seem to stop worrying about us. We are causing them 

headaches.” 

It sounded like the Plan and 2 weeks later we had heated discussions in a Commercial kitchen about 

whose mother had the best recipe. 

Two of the crew members brought their fathers along! 
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As Spring sprung we organised the Spring is in the Air dinner and 

invited all the mums from the community. At first the mothers 

were skeptical about their son’s kitchen skills.  

 

But after the first course we saw their faces change and they were 

in for more!!  

 

The local police agent came along and knew most of the fun loving 

criminals. Unfortunately, he didn’t know them for their love of 

cooking. Together they decided on a new name; the Food Loving 

Criminals.  

 

They can be contacted for Catering purposes! 
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