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CASE STUDY 

The World Kitchen 
By Evi van der Niet 

 

 

The imaginary love child of Nigella and the Swedish chef, The World Kitchen is a 

food performance venue that hosts food demonstrations from the serious to the 

spurious, a cut-throat Iron Chef competition and a Long Table Lunch. The World 

Kitchen is an excellent platform for community members from varying cultural 

traditions to share their culture through food and stories. 

 

The World Kitchen is a very flexible concept it can fit into a range of different 

settings/events/situations. The core idea of it is to celebrate and connect people 

and their stories from all around the World through the simple act of cooking and/or 

eating together. 

 

In the past we have hosted: kids cooking workshops, Iron chef competitions, 

comedy shows about food, serious food presentations, bush foods, long table 

lunches and dinners, lectures about sustainable practices and a variety of 

multicultural food demonstrations showcasing traditional dishes from all over the 

world. 

 

We are also interested in demonstrating different ways of cooking techniques at the 

2016 Winter festival we held a Kup Muri. This is a traditional way of Indigenous 

Islander cooking where food is cooked on hot rocks covered in sand. The whole 

process takes almost a day involving many rituals and involves many of the festival 

audience members. 

 

The World Kitchen can also be a platform for sharing stories about people living in 

rural areas or outer suburbs of Melbourne and indigenous communities. 

 

For this year we invited local community members to share their stories. We had an 
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amazing line up with chefs from all over the world 

sharing their love of food and stories. 

 

Minestrone with Mama Maria. 

Maria is an 82 year old legend. She knows what she wants and she knows what she 

doesn’t want: She doesn’t like bingo, gossips and her landlord. 

 

Maria speaks perfectly German and perfectly Italian. Maria can sew, cook and 

garden as no other. She has green thumbs and has transformed her backyard into 

an enormous veggie patch! 

 

Maria used to run her own sewing atelier in Germany named Maria Avola Atelier. 

She sewed all her own clothes and other peoples! 

 

Maria is looking for some friendly people who she can practice her English 

conversation skills with and go to the Opera once a month with or do other nice 

things together. 

 

If you can help Maria with her English, she can help you with your sewing skills!  

Come and have a chat with Maria! 

 

 

Curries with Cabbies 

Bawa is a cab driver. But he is much more than a cab driver! Meet Bawa and his 

family! Come and listen to his philosophy about life and instead of taking an Uber, 

call Bawa next time! 

 

Senior Manuel 

Manny, Manual Pumarol is a South American Wonder with a twist of science.  

Don’t let the beard full you. Manny is very particular, a casanova without knowing 

he is a casanova.  

He used to present his own Latino radio show and we hope your tastebuds will 

dance to his food groves. 

Manny is teaching us how to make a Stuffed Queen (La Reina Pepiada) and a Hen 

salad (Ensalada de gallina). 

 

Persian Feast with Hamed! 

Our lovely Hamed was a chef in his home country Iran. Hamed arrived in Australia in 

2012. He loves cooking for and sharing food with people! Luckily for the 

Melbournians: he runs cooking classes with Free to Melbourne. 

Hamed has a mission: to teach the Aussies everything about the amazing flavours 

and ingredients of Iranian cuisine. Come and have a taste and a chat with Hamed! 

 

A Rhyming Picnic! 

With the picnic basket comes a poem recited by our one and only bibliotherapist 

Sonya with help from students from the Multi-cultural Hub. Sonya will elevate and 

mend your soul! 
 

Here is the link to view a short film from the day: https://vimeo.com/191333342  
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