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Welcome to Tactics - the ASPI Newsletter 

On behalf of the ASPI team I am delighted to welcome Ken Gillespie as 
the now formally appointed Chair of the ASPI Council along with Jane 
Halton, Joan Beaumont and Jim McDowell as new Council members. We 
are honoured by their commitment to help lead the Institute. We are also 
being joined by Stephen Conroy as the ASPI Council nominee of the Leader 
of the Opposition and David Johnston as the Prime Ministers nominee. 

The University of Pennsylvania’s Global Go to Think Tank Index for 2016 
was released on 26 January. The good news is that ASPI continues to be 
well rated. In the ‘Top defence and international security think tank’ rating  
we moved from being ranked 16th in 2014 and 2015 to 12th  in 2016. The 
third edition of our Cyber Maturity in the Asia-Pacific 2016 report was again 
featured in the list of ‘best policy study-report produced by a think tank 
2016’.

Dialogues that have been completed during the period included the second 
Indonesia Track 1.5 Dialogue where ASPI partnered with the Foreign Policy 
Community of Indonesia to co-host the event.  In February the ASPI – RSiS 
Dialogue focused on joint issues of interest with Singapore. We continue to 
have a busy program of 1.5 Track Dialogues scheduled for the remainder of 
2017.

A new initiative that we have developed is the  Masterclass.  These intense, 
one day events bring together outstanding panels to focus on specific 
topics, most recently on The State of the Region.  More Masterclasses are 
being developed to be held later in the year, details of which can be found 
on our website.

Peter Jennings, Executive Director

L to R: Peter Jennings, Margaret Staib, Ken Gillespie, Joan Beaumont, 
Jim McDowell, Jane Halton & Peter Conran.
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PROGRAMS

The Defence and Strategy Program continues to engage 
with the strategic issues of the day in its publication 
program. The South China Sea is a regional flash point, 
and China’s assertive approach is testing ASEAN solidarity. 
What that might mean for the future of the group is 
explored by RAND’s Peter Chalk and our own Amelia Long 
in Tiptoeing around the nine-dash line: Southeast Asia 
after ASEAN.

The South China Sea is also a point at which Chinese and 
American interests collide. The relationship between the 
big two is often painted as a competitive one, but it’s 
considerably more nuanced than that. The University 
of Sydney’s J. D. Yuan showed the depth and breadth 
of military-to-military relations in Dragon and eagle 
entangled: Sino-US military exchanges, 2001–2016.

We’re yet to learn what the Trump administration’s 
approach to the Asia–Pacific region will be, as ANU’s Bill 
Tow points out in Trump and strategic change in Asia. 
And the US and China aren’t the only P5 members with 
Pacific interests. France has been a player in the region 
for well over half a century, as Nicolas Regaud reminds us 
in France and security in the Asia–Pacific: From the end of 
the first Indochina conflict to today.

Australia’s most recent Defence White Paper is only a 
year old, but its assumptions are already being tested 
by externalities. That shouldn’t be a surprise, as Peter 
Edwards reminds us in Defence White Papers at 40, it has 
ever been so.

The Defence and Strategy program staff members are 
often asked to provide their perspectives for other 
audiences. Andrew Davies and then intern Chris Cowan 
wrote on the similarities and differences in Australian 
and Canadian naval force structures for the Canadian 
Conference of Defence Associations journal. And Peter 
Jennings wrote on the state of US Pacific alliances for the 
New York based Asia Society Policy Institute.

The International Program focused on one of the major 
political transitions taking place in early 2017, with Senior 
Analyst Lisa Sharland analysing the implications of new 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres taking office 
in The Strategist and providing analysis on Australia’s 

engagement with the UN as part of engagement activities 
with government.

The International Program continued to work on taking 
forward its research program on UN peace operations, 
Australia–Africa engagement and women, peace and 
security. Lisa presented at a workshop hosted by the 
Australian Civil-Military Centre on women, peace and 
security, as well as a roundtable discussion to examine 
findings from a La Trobe University research study on 
long-term impacts of sexual exploitation and abuse in 
peace operations. 

In January, the summary report of the key 
recommendations emerging from the workshop ASPI 
co-hosted with the Permanent Missions of Australia and 
Uruguay to the United Nations in New York in November 
2016 on ‘The Protection of Civilians and Accountability’ in 
UN peacekeeping was circulated to Member States. 

The International Cyber Policy Centre (ICPC) has 
sustained an active program of publications and dialogue 
with Australian and international partners this quarter. 

ICPC analysts Zoe Hawkins and Liam Nevill’s report Digital 
land power: the Australian Army’s cyber future was 
published on 21 December. The report summarises the 
roundtable that ICPC hosted with senior Army officers 
earlier in 2016, and provides recommendations for Army 
on how to address the challenges identified for force 
modernisation and structure that cyberspace presents. 

The third ASPI-CICIR Australia-China 1.5 Track Cyber 
Dialogue was held on 12-13 December in Beijing. Co-
chaired by Dr Tobias Feakin from ASPI and Zhang Li from 
CICIR, the dialogue discussed national approaches to 
cyber policy and legislation including the new Chinese 
cyber security law, norms of behaviour in cyberspace, 
regional cyber capacity building and bilateral cooperation 
in digital trade and security. 

In addition to Dr Feakin, the Australian delegation 
included ICPC members Liam Nevill and Zoe Hawkins, Mr 
David Irvine, Professor Greg Austin and representatives 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 
Australian Federal Police and the Australian Chamber of 
Commerce. The ICPC travelled to Singapore following the 
dialogue for consultations with Singapore’s Cyber Security 
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Agency, Interpol’s Global Complex for Innovation, Konrad 
Adenauer Stiftung, and RSiS Centre of Excellence for 
National Security.

Also in December, ICPC Analyst Liam Nevill presented on 
the pragmatic role of middle powers in international cyber 
policy discussions in Shanghai at a seminar on Global 
Cyberspace Governance in the ICANN Post-Transition Era, 
hosted by the Centre for Global Cyberspace Governance 
at Fudan University. 

In January, ICPC’s flagship annual report Cyber Maturity 
in the Asia-Pacific Region was listed as one of the best 
Policy-Study Reports produced by a Think Tank in 2016 in 
the 2016 Global Go to Think Tank Index Report. 

During the quarter, ICPC has developed and submitted 
proposals for capacity building work to the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Australian 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, in collaboration 
with the Netherlands Institute of International Relations 
(Clingendael).

ICPC staff have continued to provide analysis on cyber 
issues for major news outlets including Sky News, ABC 
News Radio, Huffington Post and Reuters, as well as 
weekly Cyber Wraps on The Strategist. 

This quarter the Counter-Terrorism Policy Centre (CTPC) 
produced research, publications and commentary on 
terrorism, counterterrorism and other international 
security issues, and engaged in events in Australia and 
overseas. 

The major focus of effort was the CTPC’s new annual 
publication, The Counterterrorism Yearbook, which was 
launched in March 2017. The Yearbook brings together 
distinguished authors from ASPI and around the world 
to comment on developments in counterterrorism in the 
past year, aiming to contribute to better understanding of 
efforts to counter terrorism.   

CTPC research focussed on global developments in 
counterterrorism and security, countering violent 
extremism (CVE) and women, the Middle East conflict, 
terrorism and counterterrorism in Australia. 

Ash Collingburn produced a Strategy paper, After 
Mosul: Australia’s strategy to counter the Islamic State, 
Sofia Patel produced a Special Report, The Sultanate 
of Women: exploring female roles in perpetrating and 
preventing violent extremism, and Simon Norton and 
Paula Chadderton produced Detect, disrupt and deny: 
optimising Australia’s counterterrorism financing system, 
a joint report of the CTPC and the Strategic Policing & Law 
Enforcement Program (SPLE).

ASPI commissioned The American Face of ISIS: analysis of 
ISIS-related terrorism in the US March 2014-August 2016, 
by the University of Chicago’s Project on Security Threats. 
Jacinta Carroll contributed to the work. This work provides 
an important evidence base for US security policy and 
attracted significant commentary in the US and Australia, 
including Foreign Policy, ABC News, and featuring in an 
editorial in the Washington Post. 

CTPC members published pieces on The Strategist, 
including Ash Collingburn on Australia’s CT strategy, and 
Africa and CT, and Jacinta Carroll on IS’s changing narrative 
and propaganda, and IS in the US. 

Head of CTPC, Jacinta Carroll, was a feature commentator 
in print, online and on television and radio media during 
the quarter, including ABC News 24, ABC’s 7.30, ABC Radio, 
Sky News, BBC TV and Radio World Service, Bloomberg, 
MNSBC, The Today Show, The Sydney Morning Herald, The 
Australian and others discussing issues ranging conflict in 
the Middle East, the future of IS, terrorist attacks in Berlin 
and Ankara, the Melbourne Christmas Day plot disruption, 
the Chelsea Manning case, Middle East politics and 
terrorist networks in Australia to the impact of the Trump 
presidency. She was the leading media commentator on 
the arrest in Turkey of Australian IS member Neil Prakash.

Carroll was invited to author opinion article in The Sydney 
Morning Herald on the Immigration Minister’s comments 
on links between terrorism, crime and Lebanese migration; 
this was featured in a subsequent interview with Geraldine 
Doogue on ABC Radio National. She published articles on 
the US travel and refugee suspension in AIIA’s Australian 
Outlook, and Australia-Indonesia CT cooperation in the 
University of Nottingham’s IAPS Dialogue, and was a 
contributing author to a new Australian national security 
law website.

Carroll presented on terrorism and counterterrorism 
issues at conferences, seminars and courses, including the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus CT Experts Working 
Group, the Hitachi Global Social Innovation Forum, 
Connections OZ: Professional Wargaming Seminar, and 
courses at the National Security College. She continued 
to participate as a member of the AUSTRAC-PPATK Asia-
Pacific CT Financing (CTF) Training and Community 
Outreach Working Group, along with the SPLEP, and as a 
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member of the Australian Government’s CVE Reference 
Group.

Collingburn completed his time with ASPI as Visiting 
Fellow.

The Risk & Resilience Program continued to grow its 
presence in national risk and disaster resilience policy 
development.  Program Head Dr Paul Barnes represented 
ASPI at an Attorney-General’s Department Garran Strategy 
Series Discussion on ‘Resilient Communities in 2030 - 
Rethinking Policy Boundaries’ on 15 Dec 2016. 

Dr Barnes hosted an informal meeting with Dr Febi 
Dwirahmadi from the Centre for Environment and 
Population Health (CEPH), Griffith University, Brisbane 
to discuss future co-badged Resilience Dialogues with 
CEPH covering common Australian / Indonesian interests 
on issues and policies for building disaster resilience. 
Discussions also included the development and design 
of an executive development program on ‘Disaster 
Management and Community Resilience Building’ 
suitable for senior Indonesian Government officials at 
Echelon levels 1-2.  

Initial discussions began with ADF representatives on the 
possible secondment of a uniformed member of SOCOMD 
(as a professional development opportunity) to support 
the development threat assessment protocols and tools 
for use in non-war fighting contexts – specifically for 
critical infrastructure protection & vulnerability reduction, 
organisational resilience & disaster risk reduction 
solutions.

Dr Barnes  met with Carlisle Richardson (former 
Ambassador/Deputy Permanent Representative of St. Kitts 
and Nevis to the United Nations) to discuss development 
of an ASPI issues paper on ‘Challenges for developing 
climate disaster vulnerability indicators for Pacific island 
economies.’  Mr. Richardson was involved in the original 
UN debates and processes for island sustainability issues 
for the Small Island Developing States groups. 
 
Work continued on final preparation on a number of ASPI 
reports, namely: A New Way of Talking:  The New Social 
Media as Risk Communication (Issues and Options for 
Engaged Emergency Management) (with Dione Hodgson 
and Zoe Glasson) and ‘The Challenge of Energy Resilience 

in Australia: Strategic Options for Continuity of Supply’ 
(a commissioned report with Neil Greet of Collaborative 
Outcomes, as lead author).

The Strategic Policing and Law Enforcement Program has 
continued work on areas concerning counter terrorism 
financing with Simon Norton hosting a meeting to discuss 
AUSTRAC’s risk assessment into terrorism financing in the 
charities and not-for-profit sector with AUSTRAC Strategic 
Intelligence and the Australian Charities and Not-for-
profits Commission. He has continued his work and 
involvement with David Connery and Jacinta Carroll in an 
AUSTRAC convened working group on counter-terrorism 
financing educational tools. He is also conducting ongoing 
research into cybercrime and the future of financial crime.

In December Simon Norton published an ASPI Special 
Report, Detect, disrupt, deny: Optimising Australia’s 
counterterrorism financing system, co-authored with 
Paula Chadderton, along with an accompanying piece in 
The Strategist. Recommendations from the Special Report 
were reported in a number of news sites including The 
Adelaide Advertiser, The Australian, Channel 9 News, 
The Courier Mail, NT News, Perth Now, and SBS.  Simon 
also drafted (with Theo Ell) a proceedings and outcomes 
statement paper on the Australia-New Zealand 1.5 track 
dialogue which was held at ASPI in October. 

Cesar Alvarez appeared on ABC’s The World. He also was 
interviewed twice by Channel Nine’s A Current Affair and 
once by the The Morning Show. He offered commentary 
on the drug busts that led to Australia’s largest cocaine 
seizures in history twice in less than two months. He also 
commented on the role of FARC rebels in Colombia’s peace 
process, as well as the infiltration of Salvadoran Criminal 
gangs in Australia. His co-authored project regarding 
the role of law enforcement in foreign policy is in final 
consultations and is expected to be launched next month.  

Vern White has continued his work building strategy with 
AFP and NSW police. NSW has brought their educational 
development proposal to multiple educational institutions 
across Australia. 

He has also been working on the development of 
relationships in and out of country in an effort to 
bring forward corporate opportunities, as well as law 
enforcement development opportunities.
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This quarter Dr John Coyne has divided the Border Security 
Program’s (BSP) focus between exploring global border 
trends and Australian strategic border policy challenges. 
John has continued to maintain the BSP’s media presence 
in terms of media commentary (in excess of 20 interviews) 
and nine published opinion editorials.

In the first half of this reporting quarter John was 
particularly active in discussing the policy implications 
for the region and Australia of the Rohingya crisis in 
Myanmar. In the process, John sought to highlight the 
interplay between geopolitics, law enforcement and 
border security. The programs work in the latter half of 
the reporting period was focussed on enforcement policy 
challenges such as the implementation of biometric 
security measures at the border and bilateral border 
security cooperation.

The BSP continued its exploration of the global context 
of borders with the publication of an ASPI Strategy on US 
border security: America’s Maginot Line: A study of static 
border security in an age of agile and innovative threats.

In December 2016, John travelled to Indonesia to 
participate in the Indonesian Government’s International 
Business Integrity Conference presenting on Intelligence 
sharing against foreign bribery and corruption and Liability 
of Legal persons. John also chaired a day long workshop 
on corruption in the private sector.

John made several other presentations at a range of 
domestic events and conferences.  The BSP also made a 
submission to the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Law 
Enforcement inquiry into ICE.

THE STRATEGIST
The Strategist continues to publish high-quality analysis 
from home and abroad.  In this issue of Tactics we 
reproduce a recent piece by Senator Penny Wong. 

Security in a disrupted world
I have always believed that our institutions should seek 
to reflect the diversity of our community. So you might 
well be expecting me to bemoan the fact that there are 
still too few women inhabiting the secret cloisters of the 
national intelligence and security community, particularly 
in senior positions. And you might expect me to issue yet 
another appeal for a concerted attack on the glass ceiling.

You might also be expecting me to offer you all fur-
ther encouragement in tackling the somewhat club-
by character of the intelligence and security commu-
nity which remains predominantly a male preserve.

There is no doubt that we need more women in the secu-
rity business; equally, we need more women in leadership 
positions. So, more strength to your arm, collectively and 
individually, in your pursuit of equality. But what I want to 
focus on tonight is why women are so important in ena-
bling our national intelligence and security community to 
meet the challenges that uncertain times bring with them.

There is a need for a careful reconsideration of 
what security is fundamentally about and wheth-
er our national responses to security issues 
are the most appropriate for uncertain times.

The paradigm change that may be necessary is only 
possible if the security community itself under-
goes rejuvenation and transformation. One of the 
best ways to generate fresh thinking and innova-
tion in any business is to ensure that gender equali-
ty and ethnic diversity are put to work to drive change.

Do we need to remind ourselves more persistent-
ly that we will not succeed or become safer by clos-
ing ourselves off from each other or from the world? 
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Security challenges are best met working with others 
rather than turning inwards. And history reminds us 
of the risks that inward-looking, disengaged societies 
pose—risks of misunderstanding, tension and conflict.

Now I don’t claim expertise on these issues. What I can 
say, however, is that the concept of security for most Aus-
tralians would also encompass economic and financial 
security, affordable health care, job and income security, 
quality childcare and the promise of a dignified retirement.

In other words, ‘security’ has a much broader conno-
tation than the more threat-based protective and re-
sponse concepts on which a lot of public policy concen-
trates. This in no way diminishes the work that you all do.

But what it might suggest is that a broader understand-
ing of what security means for the general populace 
and where it impacts on people’s lives may in turn ex-
pand the range of tools at your disposal and the effec-
tiveness of the programs you design and implement.

Disrupted times bring with them a raft of cares and wor-
ries. The French economist Thomas Piketty has identified 
economic inequality as a principal cause of the political 
instability currently infecting Europe—the Brexit vote and 
its currently unforeseeable consequences, the rise of radi-
cal parties on both the left and the right, the resurgence of 
nationalism in countries like Austria, Hungary and Poland, 
and the politics of exclusion on religious and racial grounds.

Into this mix come historical grievances driven in more or 
less equal parts by colonialism on the one hand and its col-
lapse on the other. The picture becomes even more bleak 
when we see political leaders who reject the operating 
rules by which the international system has worked for the 
past seventy years, the emergence of new international 
players that want to impose new operating rules, and all of 
this rendered even more toxic by the emergence of nihil-
ist ideologies that advocate death rather than tolerance.

Many of you would be familiar with the impact that dis-
continuity can have on complex systems. But complex 
systems generally have sufficient resilience to manage 
discontinuities, to bounce back relatively quickly. Indeed, 
many of the security features inbuilt into complex sys-
tems are specifically designed to deal with discontinuity.

Disruption is at the centre of the malaise that we see 
globally. Political and economic disruption are the main 
drivers of strategic disruption. It is that form of dis-
ruption that is undermining the confidence of peo-
ple everywhere, generating care, worry and, more 
alarmingly, fear. And fear is particularly dangerous be-
cause it prompts irrational and dangerous actions.

You would all be aware of the call by many interna-
tional commentators for governments to deal with 
the ‘root causes’ of the various forms of political-
ly motivated violence presently affecting the glob-
al community. Of course, few of those commenta-
tors actually identify what those ‘root causes’ are.

But what we do know is that the so-called ‘root causes’ lie 
at the intersection of the economic, social, cultural, ethnic 
and ideological forces that lend movement and colour to 
human collective activity. And the agent who acts at the 
intersection of these forces is always an individual person.

In a thoughtful opinion piece published in the UK 
Guardian a couple of weeks ago, the novelist and for-
mer security specialist Nicholas Searle cautioned 
against rhetoric as a component of security policy.

Sweeping terms like ‘radical Islamic terrorism’ cannot 
alone explain the breakdown of law and order across 
the Middle East and that have spread their tentacles into 
Europe, North America, South and South East Asia, Afri-
ca and even Australia. It is interesting to note that the 
incoming National Security Advisor in the Trump admin-
istration, General H.R. McMaster, has also counselled 
against the use of terms such as ‘Islamic terrorism’.

Politically motivated violence is a form of crimi-
nal activity. It needs to be dealt with as such. And 
as an international phenomenon, politically moti-
vated violence will best be contained and eliminat-
ed when nations, some of which are Muslim, work 
collaboratively to address the broad security needs 
of the communities in which the perpetrators live.

That kind of collaboration depends for its success on 
the ability to address the human security needs that 
condition fear and violence. That kind of collabora-
tion will also serve to identify, detain and prosecute 
those who undertake politically motivated violence.

Rejuvenation and regeneration should always be front 
of mind for those who lead high-performing organisa-
tions. Subtlety and nuance in both policy and opera-
tions are most likely to be effective when organisations 
are truly representative of the communities they serve.

Open communities have the strength of inclu-
sion. Closed communities have the spectre of fear.

Senator Penny Wong is the Shadow Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. This is an edited extract of a speech Senator 
Wong delivered to the recent NSC’s Women and Nation-
al Security conference dinner. Image courtesy of Flickr 
user NCCARF.
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PUBLICATIONS
ASPI continues to produce high-quality reports, articles 
and opinions. All publications are available for download 
at the ASPI web site: www.aspi.org.au

Australia faces an increasingly crowded and complex 
geopolitical environment in the South Pacific. While 
the most important external powers in the region have 
traditionally been Australia, New Zealand, the US and 
France, a number of new powers are increasingly active, 
most notably China, Russia, Indonesia, Japan and India. 
South Pacific states, particularly Papua New Guinea 
and Fiji, are emerging as regional powers to constrain 
Australian influence. South Pacific states are also 
becoming more active on the international stage, further 
taking them outside Australia’s and their other traditional 
partners’ sphere of influence.

The geopolitical environment in the South Pacific has 
implications for Australia’s strategic interest in ensuring 
stability, security and cohesion in the region. If Australia 
is going to ensure that it’s able to respond to the complex 
and crowded geopolitics of the South Pacific, it needs to 
prioritise the region in a clear, consistent and sustained 
way in its foreign and strategic policy planning.

Crowded & Complex. 
By Joanne Wallis - April 2017

Myanmar has made a non-proliferation U-turn in recent 
years.

Once regarded as a pariah state with connections to 
North Korea and possible nuclear-weapon ambitions, it 
has completely changed course.

In the context of sweeping political and economic reforms 
that began in 2011, Myanmar has decided to abandon 
its nuclear research program, distance itself from North 
Korea and embrace the key instruments of the non-
proliferation regime.

It isn’t finished, however, and key challenges to further 
progress loom on the horizon. The international 
community, particularly the US and other Western 
countries, has an opportunity to help Naypyidaw continue 
its efforts.

This paper examines Myanmar’s nuclear past and troubled 
approach to non-proliferation and its recent ‘change 
of heart’ about the non-proliferation regime, as well as 
future challenges, opportunities and prospects.

Myanmar: a non-proliferation success story 
By David Santoro - March 2017
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Southeast Asia is one of the most diverse regions on the 
planet, and its geopolitical importance is on the rise. 
While individual states in this part of the world have 
been strategically significant in the past, Southeast Asia 
now finds itself thrust into the limelight of international 
affairs as a result of the competition currently occurring 
between the US and China. Those developments have 
placed greater strategic weight and heightened attendant 
stresses on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), the principal group representing the 10 countries 
in the region.

Even as ASEAN’s strategic pertinence steadily increases, 
the member states of the grouping face a dilemma over 
collective action that challenges not only perceptions of 
ASEAN’s efficacy but also the overall security of Southeast 
Asia. How they and other interested actors—including 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC), the US, Australia 
and Japan—choose to act now will shape the region for 
decades to come.

Tiptoeing around the nine-dash line: 
Southeast Asia after ASEAN

Peter Chalk & Amelia Long - February 2017

ASPI EVENTS
An Evening with Senator Nick Xenophon

On 20 April 2017 ASPI was joined by  Senator Nick 
Xenophon, who gave a keynote address on defence and 
national security, titled ‘Kill the Chicken to Scare the
Monkey’.

Senator Xenophon reflected on the need for War Powers 
reform, and the ANZUS relationship and its future under 
a Trump administration, especially within the context of 
a potential conflict between the United States and China.

Senator Xenophon begged the strategic question of 
how does Australia negotiate the tension between 
our key security partner and our key trading partner.

An edited extract of Senator Xenohon’s address is avail-
able on ASPI’s blog The Strategist here and the event is 
available to watch on the ASPI YouTube channel here. 

WDSN: Women in the ADF: enhancing
capabilty and operational effectiveness.

On 30 March 2017 ASPI hosted the first WDSN event of 
the year ‘Women in the ADF: enhancing capability and op-
erational effectiveness’.

MAJGEN Kathryn Toohey CSC – Head of Land Capability 
at the Australian Army, RADM Michael Noonan AM RAN 
– Deputy Chief of Navy and AVM Warren McDonald AM 
CSC – Deputy Chief of Air Force joined chair AVM (Ret’d) 
Margaret Staib AM CSC to discuss Women in the ADF.
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The 2016 Defence White Paper recognised that increasing 
women’s participation in the ADF is essential as part of 
future capability.

For this reason, significant efforts have been focused on 
numbers and targets when it comes to the recruitment, 
participation and ongoing retention of women in the ADF. 
The three services – Army, Navy and Air Force – have been 
at the forefront of efforts and initiatives to improve the 
levels of women’s participation in the ADF.
ASPI therefore invited the senior representatives of the 
Army, Navy and Air Force to explore some of the successes 
and setbacks as it relates to women in the ADF. The event 
is available to watch on the ASPI YouTube channel here. 

Counterterrorism Yearbook 2017

On the 21st of March 2017, ASPI launched the 
Counterterrorism Yearbook for 2017, in what will be 
an annual publication for the institute. The Yearbook is  
arranged by country and region, looking at areas around 
the world where terrorism and CT are in greatest focus.

Each chapter examines CT developments in 2016, 
including the nature of the terrorist threat being faced 
and how governments and others have approached CT 
through both policy and operations.

Countries and regions covered include Australia, 
Indonesia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, the Middle East, 
Europe, Turkey, UK, USA, Canada, Africa, Russia and China.

The Yearbook was officially launched by 
Director-General of Security of the Australian 
Security Intelligence Organisation, Major General Duncan 
Lewis, who stated to the audience that 
Australia’s terror challenge must be addressed through a 
whole-of-society approach beyond just law enforcement 
efforts.

Mr Lewis addressed the issue of returning foreign fighters, 
saying that they will present an ongoing risk to security 
and community once they have returned to Australia.

The publication is available on the ASPI website and the 
event is available to watch on the ASPI YouTube channel. 

ASPI Media Masterclass 
Canberra - 18 May 2017

On Thursday 18 May 2017 ASPI will host a Media 
Masterclass. The Masterclass is a one day intensive 
training program delivered by a team of leading defence 
and security media experts.

The Media Masterclass will provide an in depth 
understanding of how the media works and what it 
prioritises, equipping participants with the essential skills 
and strategies to engage with media.

Participants will leave with expert advice and the capacity 
to appear confidently in media interviews.

The Masterclass is an important training opportunity for 
those who may appear in media or work for people who 
do.

Speakers and topics will include: 
• Catherine McGrath. Media Training 101
• Brendan Nicholson. How to write an Op-Ed
• Graeme Dobell. Interviews
• Jeremy Lasek. Social Media, Policing and Media 
• Andrew Davies. How to edit
• Jacinta Carroll. Doing media on sensitive and 

traumatic topics
• Peter Jennings. Media and the APS
• Ms Gai Brodtmann MP. Media and Politics

Please visit https://www.aspi.org.au/events/ to register 
and to view a more detailed agenda. 
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BUILDING THE JOINT 
& INTEGRATED 
AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE 
FORCE
6-8 JUNE 2017 - QT HOTEL CANBERRA

Join distinguished international and Australian speakers for two days of 
debate on the joint and integrated ADF

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Senator the Hon Marise Payne MINDEF

The Hon Richard Marles MP 

Air Chief Marshal Binskin AC, CDF

Sir John Scarlett KCMG OBE, former Chief 
of the British Secret Intelligence Service.

Vice Admiral Ray Griggs AO CSC RAN VCDF

Air Marshal Leo Davies, AO, CSC, Chief of 
Air Force 

Vice Admiral Tim Barrett AO, CSC, RAN, 
Chief of Navy

MAJGEN Ric Burr DSC AM MVO, Deputy 
Chief of Army

CONFERENCE DINNER:

Wednesday, 7th June 2017

Old Parliament House

Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr. Commander, 
United States Pacific Command (invited)

MORE INFORMATION:

For more information visit:

 https://www.aspi.org.au/events

Contact ASPI Events and Media Manager:

Karen Edwards 

E - karenedwards@aspi.org.au  

P - 02 6270 5151 

M - 0417 704 493 

TOPICS INCLUDE:

*Impact of changes in Australia’s strategic 
environment on Defence capability plan

*Policy and implementation challenges central 
to building the joint and integrated ADF

*The emerging operating environment

*Key defence capability decision which 
government will take in the next financial year

*Best practice internationally in developing 
joint and integrated defence forces

*Options for enhancing the role of Industry as 
a fundamental input to capability

*Impact of new and emerging technology 
options


