
 

OUR FUTURE ACTION PLAN 

 Standing Up for Australia 
At a time of great uncertainty, and facing challenges to 
the values and institutions its people hold dear, and to 
their future prosperity, Australia must reaffirm its rights 
and honour its responsibilities.  Standing up for 
Australia recommits the Howard Government to a 
foreign policy that actively promotes and defends 
Australia�s interests globally and regionally. 
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Our Future Action Plan � A Summary 
 

Australia is the world�s sixth largest country and the only nation to 
govern an entire continent.  The world�s fourteenth largest economy, 
our strong growth over the past six years is due to the open and 
innovative nature of that economy.  We are a substantial regional 
military power, with armed forces respected internationally for their 
ability, and we have substantial diplomatic and economic links with all 
the major centres of global power and influence.   
 
Under the strong leadership of the Howard Government, Australia is 
an active, influential and respected country in the international arena.  
 
This has not come about by chance.  The Coalition has reformed and 
strengthened the domestic economy, enabling it to withstand 
international economic shocks.  It has invested in the future of our 
defence forces, giving Australia a unique regional military capability.  
And it has engaged with the international community in a robust but 
constructive manner. 
 
The result is a coherent Australian foreign policy that strongly pursues 
the national interest whilst promoting the Australian values of 
democracy, tolerance and the rule of law. 
 
The Coalition knows that Australia cannot prosper in isolation. That is 
why the Government reacted so strongly and decisively in committing 
Australia to the Coalition against Terrorism.  We have pledged 
substantial military forces to the fight against international terrorism 
and will see that commitment through to a successful conclusion. 
 
We have also devoted substantial efforts to combat the illegal trade in 
people, a development that is both cruel and undermining of our 
national security. 
 
The interests of the nation demand a foreign policy that ensures a safe 
and prosperous place for Australia in the international community.  
Standing Up For Australia sets out the plan for Australia to continue 
achieving this goal. 

 
Part 1 Our Region, Our Home 

 
A fundamental goals of Australian foreign policy is to have constructive 
and productive relationships with all our regional neighbours.  
 
The Coalition will build on the significant role Australia is playing in 
Asia and the South Pacific. 
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Part 2 A Global Outlook 

 
Australia�s international interests are global and our foreign policy 
should reflect this.   
 
Australia is a part of the war on terrorism as we have a fundamental 
interest in ensuring that Al Qaeda does not succeed in its goals of 
dividing the international community and undermining global 
prosperity. 
 
North America and Europe retain their importance in Australian foreign 
policy under the Coalition. 
 

Part 3 Better Aid for a Better Future 
 
The Australian aid program is focused on helping people escape from 
poverty, thereby contributing to a more prosperous and secure 
neighbourhood that is of benefit to us all. 
 

Part 4 Looking After Australians Abroad 
 

Care and protection of Australians overseas is a key priority of our 
network of diplomatic posts, the more so as the number of Australians 
travelling grows.  
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Introduction 
 
At the beginning of the twenty first century, Australia is an active and 
respected player in a world that is vastly different from that which 
existed only a decade ago.  It is a world no longer divided along 
defined bi-polar lines and one in which the United States holds a pre-
eminent position both economically and militarily.   
 
At the same time, as demonstrated so graphically and so shockingly 
on 11 September, it is a world where the values and systems the US 
and Australia share and stand for � democracy, human rights, 
pluralism in our societies and economic free enterprise - can be 
challenged by a small band of fanatics harnessing the technological 
tools of the modern age.  
 
When the Coalition came to office five and a half years ago we were 
convinced that Australia�s foreign policy was unbalanced and unsuited 
to the changed environment.  We believed that a preoccupation with 
one region at the expense of others was ill-conceived and at odds with 
the country�s national interest.  We concluded it was essential for 
Australia to build and maintain links with all the major centres of global 
power and influence, while ensuring that key regional relationships 
were kept vibrant and strong.   
 
The changes we have made in the thrust of our foreign policy, 
combined with a bold program of economic reform, have given 
Australia strength and standing in a world of rapid economic change.   
Thanks to our robust national political institutions, an impeccable 
commitment to the rule of law, high standards of corporate 
governance, a private sector and wider community confident in dealing 
with the new information age, a modernised taxation system and 
comprehensive workplace reforms, Australia is well-positioned to 
succeed in an era of globalisation. 
 
But in attacking the World Trade Centre, Osama Bin Laden and his 
terrorist group Al Qaeda have declared war not only on the US and its 
values but on the vision of a more prosperous and inter-connected 
world that Australia has worked hard for and that serves our interests.  
The first major challenge our foreign policy faces in the new century, 
therefore, is to combat and see off the asymmetric threat to us all 
posed by such terrorist groups.  That is why the Government reacted 
so strongly and decisively in committing Australia to support our 
American allies.  We have pledged substantial military, diplomatic and 
intelligence resources to the Coalition war on terrorism and we will see 
that commitment through to its ultimate successful conclusion.  
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Another current challenge for our foreign policy is to tackle the illegal 
and immoral trade in human cargo.   This despicable practice puts the 
lives of thousands of desperate people at risk and undermines our 
national security.  There is no easy solution but we are working in the 
international community to develop strategies that will discourage the 
trade.  As a result of our good relations with Pacific neighbours, we 
have successfully negotiated offshore processing arrangements aimed 
at demonstrating to the syndicates involved that we are not an easy 
target for their criminal activities.  
 
The Coalition�s foreign policy strikes the right balance between the 
principles we believe in and a pragmatic and clear-eyed defence of the 
national interest.  Our commitment to democracy, to fundamental 
human rights, and to the independence and authority of the rule of law, 
will not be compromised.  At the same time our relations with countries 
having different cultural and political traditions will be based on mutual 
respect.  We will give them the same respect and acknowledgment of 
sovereign authority that we ask for ourselves. 
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Part 1 Our Region, Our Home 
 
Asia and the Pacific are of vital importance to Australia � they are at 
the forefront of Coalition policy. 
 
Australia�s future is inextricably linked to that of our neighbours.  
Together we must build a stable and prosperous region. 
 

A Asia 
 

(i) North Asia 
 
North Asia � including Japan, China and the Korean Peninsula - offers 
Australia some of our most exciting opportunities, and some of our 
toughest diplomatic challenges. 
 
The world�s second largest economy, and our strongest diplomatic 
partner in Asia, Japan is fundamental to Australia�s future. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Take measures to strengthen the diplomatic and economic 

relationship. 

• Continue to pursue a trade and investment facilitation agreement 
with Japan that will benefit Australian business. 

• Encourage Japan to take a more active role in the region 
commensurate with its economic status. 

 
Australia�s relationship with China is now stronger than at any time 
since the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1972.  The Coalition 
values the role that China can play in the region as its influence and 
economic strength grow. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Support China�s integration into the global economy, especially as 

a member of the World Trade Organisation. 

• Seek to manage issues in our bilateral relationship in a positive 
and constructive manner.  

• Continue to raise the issue of human rights with the Chinese 
Government through regular dialogue. 

 
North and South Korea are of considerable strategic importance to 
Australia, and South Korea is an important economic partner.  The 
Coalition has worked tirelessly to secure access to South Korean 
markets for Australian exporters.  The Coalition has also engaged 
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North Korea positively, resulting in promises to establish diplomatic 
missions in each other�s capitals. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue its efforts to strengthen economic relations with South 

Korea and improve market access for Australian exporters to its 
markets. 

• Endeavour to engage North Korea constructively, and cooperate in 
diplomatic efforts to stabilise the military situation on the Korean 
Peninsula.   

 
(ii) South East Asia 

 
The nations of ASEAN � Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, 
Thailand, the Philippines, Burma, Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia �
comprise a key grouping integral to Australia�s strategic and economic 
future.  Individually, they represent significant bilateral relationships 
through which Australia pursues constructive relations with the region. 
 
The world�s fourth largest nation and our closest ASEAN neighbour, 
Indonesia is of particular strategic significance to Australia.  The 
Coalition Government has played a constructive role supporting 
Indonesia during its transition to democracy. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to work with Indonesia to put an end to the crime of 

people smuggling to Australia, through close cooperation in the 
fields of immigration, law enforcement, extradition and defence.  
Such measures will include 
- Holding an international conference in Indonesia, bringing 

together source, transit and destination countries, to address 
the problem of people smuggling 

- Active engagement in the bilateral sectoral working groups 
established following the Ministerial visit to Jakarta in 
September 2001   

- Pursuit of legal avenues to control the people traffickers 
- Provision of assistance to Indonesia to upgrade its detention 

facilities and improve its border entry procedures. 

• Continue to encourage respect for human rights within Indonesia. 

• Make every effort to assist Indonesia improve its economic outlook. 
 
The Coalition is committed to building our bilateral relationships with 
the other ASEAN nations.  Securing strong economic and defence 
links will remain key priorities. 
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The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to work for an effective regional free trade agreement with 

the ASEAN countries by linking the Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA) 
with Australia�s bilateral arrangement with New Zealand (the CER) 

• Work towards the completion of a Free Trade Agreement with 
Singapore and the commencement of negotiations on an FTA with 
Thailand. 

 
(iii) South Asia 

 
The nations of South Asia share a common political heritage as 
members of the Commonwealth of Nations.  
 
India, which will soon overtake China as the world�s most populous 
nation, is of enormous importance to Australia.  As India liberalises its 
economy and opens up its markets to foreign companies, Australia 
must be in a position to take advantage of the opportunities which 
emerge. 
 
The Coalition Government has invested heavily in Australia�s 
relationship with India, establishing a security dialogue and regular 
ministerial consultations.  This has served to strengthen a relationship 
that had been starkly neglected under the Labor Government. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to place priority on Australia�s relations with India and 

work to improve economic and strategic links. 

• Continue to offer assistance to Australian businesses wishing to 
pursue the opportunities created through India�s market 
liberalisation. 

 
B The Pacific 

 
Stability in the Pacific is a key goal of Coalition foreign policy and 
much has been achieved since 1996 to bring this about.  Australia has 
played a constructive role in bringing peace to Papua New Guinea and 
the Solomon Islands and is working with Fiji to facilitate its return to 
democracy. 
 

(i) New Zealand 
 
Through a shared cultural and political heritage, New Zealand is one 
of Australia�s closest international partners.  There are no two nations 
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that share a closer and more trusting relationship.  The Coalition 
considers the bilateral relationship with New Zealand to be amongst 
Australia�s most important. Labor having brought Australia�s relations 
with New Zealand to an historic low, the Coalition has endeavoured to 
repair and revitalise the relationship since coming to Government. 
New Zealand is also an important economic partner.  The Closer 
Economic Relations Agreement links our economies together in one 
large market for the benefit of both nations.  The Coalition has worked 
towards deepening the economic relationship since coming to power in 
1996. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to pursue closer economic integration with New Zealand 

under the Closer Economic Relations Agreement. 

• Encourage New Zealand to play an active defence role within the 
region. 

 
(ii) The Pacific Islands 

 
The Coalition has developed a leadership role for Australia in the 
South West Pacific.  Labor effectively downgraded Australia�s 
relationships with its Pacific Island neighbours by extracting them from 
broader foreign policy and passing responsibility to a junior Minister.  
The Coalition reversed this trend and has both played a constructive 
role in bringing stability to the region and in engaging our Pacific 
partners in regional and transboundary issues. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Make every effort to bring peace and stability to the island states of 

the Pacific, giving particular priority to the Solomon Islands. 

• Encourage the sustainable economic growth of all nations in the 
Pacific. 

 
(iii) Papua New Guinea 

 
Australia has a special relationship with Papua New Guinea.  It is the 
largest recipient of Australian foreign aid, and supporting the 
sustainable development of Papua New Guinea is an important priority 
in Australian foreign policy. 
 
One of the most important achievements in Australian foreign policy 
over the last decade was the role Australia played in ending the long 
and bitter civil war on Bouganville.  This conflict claimed more lives 
than the conflict in Northern Ireland has since 1970. 
 
The Coalition will: 
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• Continue to play an active role in ensuring peace on Bouganville. 

• Continue its efforts to help Papua New Guinea develop a 
sustainable economic base. 

• Continue to help with reform of the PNG armed forces. 
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Part 2 A Global Outlook 
 
A The War on Terrorism 

 
The events of September 11 highlighted for us all that we live in a 
global world � that we as a nation can sometimes be more seriously 
affected by actions on the other side of the globe than actions within 
our border or in our region.  That is why the Coalition will continue to 
devote resources and attention to strengthening relations with other 
continents and to pursuing our interests in international and regional 
multilateral organisations and forums.  
 
It is also why we have committed substantial naval, air and land forces 
to the campaign against international terrorism.  The UN Security 
Council unequivocally condemned the attacks in New York and 
Washington and affirmed the need for all nations to combat by all 
means the threats to international peace and security caused by such 
terrorist acts.   
 
Twenty two Australians died in the September 11 attacks.  It is not 
however simply revenge that we seek.  We have an alliance 
responsibility under ANZUS to respond when the US is attacked.  And 
we have learned the harsh lesson of the twentieth century, that evil 
cannot be appeased.  We have a fundamental national interest in 
seeing that groups like Al Qaeda do not succeed in their nihilistic goals 
-  on the contrary, that people of all countries should be able to go 
about their daily lives and move around the world with ease and 
freedom and without fear.   
 

B Strengthening Traditional Friendships 
 

Australia needs a foreign policy that embraces, but can see beyond, 
our region.  Any successful foreign policy must take into account 
Australia�s global interests.  This includes our interests in North 
America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and South America. 
 

(i) The United States and Canada 
 
The United States is the world�s only superpower and Australia�s most 
important strategic partner.  The Coalition maintains a special 
emphasis on our relations with the US, born as they are of a shared 
history and common values. 
 
That is why no people felt more keenly for America on 11September 
2001 than Australians. 
 
A Coalition Government will: 
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• Support, in whatever way it can, the efforts of our closest ally to 
fight international terrorism. 

• Continue to express understanding at America�s efforts to protect 
its population from the threat posed by missile proliferation through 
the creation of a strategic missile defence. 

• Seek to conclude a Free Trade Agreement with the US that could 
result in an expansion of the Australian economy of up to $4 billion. 

• Explore new ways to further strengthen this vigorous bilateral 
relationship. 

• Encourage the US to remain engaged in our region to ensure the 
region�s future stability and prosperity. 

 
Canada and Australia share a common political and cultural history, 
leading naturally to a similar outlook on many international issues.   
 
A Coalition Government will: 
 
• Continue to pursue opportunities to expand commercial and 

diplomatic relations with Canada. 

• Encourage the sharing of diplomatic and consular facilities with 
Canada.  

 
(ii) The United Kingdom 
  

The relationship between Australia and the United Kingdom remains 
important for both nations.  The Coalition has reversed the neglect this 
relationship suffered at the hands of the Labor Party as they neglected 
Australia�s traditional allies in a breathless rush for acceptance in Asia.  
Under the Coalition Government bilateral relations between Australia 
and the United Kingdom, in the economic, social and national security 
fields, have never been stronger. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to work to enhance the already strong relationship 

between the United Kingdom and Australia, including through our 
joint participation in the Coalition against Terrorism. 

• Recognise that it remains important to invest significant time and 
effort in relations with our traditional allies. 

 
(iii) Europe 

 
The European Union is an increasingly important voice in international 
affairs and, as integration proceeds, its influence increases.  Labor in 
government severely downgraded our relations with Europe and has 
indicated it will do so again if re-elected.  The fact that the EU as a 
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whole is Australia�s most important economic partner underscores the 
folly of Labor�s approach. 
 
 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Reaffirm the importance of Australia�s relationship with the EU, 

recognising and making the most of our important cultural, 
economic and strategic links. 

• Work to ensure that all European countries are aware of the 
economic opportunities that a strong and expanding Australian 
economy represents. 

 
C Multilateral Organisations 

 
Because of the Coalition�s commitment to a foreign policy that 
produces practical benefits for Australia, it has pursued the national 
interest at a multilateral as well as a bilateral level. 
 

(i) The United Nations 
 
The United Nations is an international institution of fundamental 
importance, and Australia has accordingly done its utmost to assist its 
development and effective functioning.  This has never been more 
apparent than under the Howard Government, when Australia 
 
• Led the UN operation to bring peace to East Timor 

• Brought the Comprehensive Test Ban treaty to the General 
Assembly 

• Actively participated in the negotiation of a comprehensive 
international response to the problem of global warming 

• Proposed a comprehensive reform of the human rights treaty 
bodies to make them more effective and better focused. 

 
Australia has one of the most impressive democratic records of any 
nation in the international community.  We adhere strictly to the rule of 
law, we scrupulously respect human rights and we are a constructive 
and generous international contributor.  We will not, therefore, be 
lectured on issues of domestic policy by states that have little regard 
for democracy, the rule of law or the human rights of their own 
peoples, or by individuals with scant knowledge of Australia.  
 
The Coalition will: 
  
• Actively pursue reform of the UN human rights treaty system to 

enable it to play a constructive role in international affairs. 
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• Support Japan gaining a permanent seat on the UN Security 
Council. 

• Continue to work for implementation of the Kyoto Protocol in a cost 
efficient and environmentally effective manner. 

 
(ii) APEC and ARF 

 
The Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation forum operates to enhance 
economic cooperation and strengthen business interaction in our 
region, thereby contributing to our common security.  It is therefore 
valuable to the pursuit of our interests in Asia and the Pacific.  Our 
active involvement in APEC usefully complements our bilateral 
relationships in the region. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to use APEC to advance Australia�s economic and 

strategic interests. 
 
The ASEAN Regional Forum brings the nations of our region together 
to enhance security and discuss matters of shared concern.  The 
Coalition supports the ARF, recognising it as a valuable complement 
to our bilateral and multilateral diplomacy. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to work with other members of the ARF, to create a 

regional body that strengthens strategic, economic and cultural 
ties. 

 
(iii) The Commonwealth 

 
Spanning one third of the globe, the Commonwealth unites people of 
different races, creeds and continents around a shared history and 
common values. 
 
Rather than following Labor�s approach of ignoring the Commonwealth 
in an undignified scramble for regional acceptance, a third Howard 
Government will recommit Australia to this important international 
forum, and its task of promoting the rule of law, democracy and open 
economies amongst all its members.  It will demonstrate that 
commitment by hosting the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in early 2002. 
 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Host a successful and forward-looking CHOGM 
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• Maintain our involvement in the Commonwealth Ministerial Action 
Group and in particular work with others to restore the rule of law 
in Zimbabwe in the interests of all Zimbabweans. 

 
• Continue placing emphasis on Australia�s traditional friendships 

within the Commonwealth. 
 
 

(iv) ASEAN 
 

Along with APEC, Australia participates in key regional institutions 
designed to enhance regional cooperation � the ASEAN Post 
Ministerial Conference and the Forum for East Asia-Latin America 
Cooperation. 
 
The Coalition will  
 
• continue to work closely with ASEAN and in particular will build 

cooperation with new regional groupings such as the ASEAN plus 
3. 

 
(v) Sub-Regional Structures 

 
The Coalition will work to energise our sub-region by moving forward 
proposals for improved cooperation and dialogue through the 
establishment of   

• A trilateral meeting between Australia, Indonesia and East 
Timor to discuss key issues affecting our northern region, 
including a stable long-term relationship between Indonesia and 
East Timor 

•  A West Pacific Dialogue to enable regular contact between the 
Foreign Ministers of our wider neighbourhood, including 
Indonesia, East Timor, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and 
possibly the Philippines. 
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Part 3 Better Aid for a Better Future 
 

The Coalition believes in providing a helping hand to those who do not 
enjoy the benefits we take for granted in Australia.  By helping to 
reduce poverty we build a happier, more stable and more secure 
neighbourhood.    
 
In 1996, following a comprehensive external review, the Government 
adopted a single goal for the aid program � poverty alleviation.  As a 
result the program is tightly focused, delivering high quality projects 
with greatly enhanced impact on the lives of the people in our region.  
 
Indeed, the 1999 review of Australia's aid program by the Development 
Assistance Committee of the OECD concluded with a press release in 
these terms:  
 

�Australia's development cooperation program has gone through 
an impressive process of restructuring and renewal � 
Continuing reforms and adaptations to aid policies and 
management have improved the quality and impact of the 
program. A strengthened approach to program planning, 
implementation, and evaluation are an integral part of (the) focus 
on quality. These reforms put Australia in the vanguard of DAC 
members' aid management practices.� 

 
Such a strong endorsement of our aid program, made by our peers in 
the OECD, should be a source of pride for all Australians.  

 
In contrast, Labor presided over an aid budget driven by spending 
imperatives and pandering to special pleading.  As a result the 
program lacked focus and coherence, and wasted taxpayers� money. 
 
The Labor Party remains more interested in the size of the aid budget 
than its overall effectiveness.  But under Labor policy that budget will 
decrease as a percentage of GNP. 
  
The effectiveness of aid should not be measured by the size of the 
budget, but by the results achieved.  As with all Coalition policy, the 
aid policy aims to achieve practical results where they count most.  We 
will continue to support innovative projects fundamental to our vital 
interest in a stable and prosperous region. 

16 Standing Up For Australia  



 

Part 4 Looking after Australians Abroad 
 
Following the election in 1996, the Coalition made the care and 
protection of Australians overseas a key priority for the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and its network of overseas posts.  We have 
 
• Established a 24 hour Consular Operations Centre and a special 

Crisis Management and Contingency Planning Group to deal with 
major consular emergencies. 

• Expanded the availability of consular assistance overseas by 
appointing a number of Honorary Consuls, by improving 
cooperation with partner countries� consular services and by 
widening the 24 hours service at posts abroad. 

• Improved the access of Australians to passport services while 
strengthening the security features of Australian passports. 

• Improved the quality and accessibility of consular travel advice, 
including through enhanced use of the consular website. 

 
The Coalition will: 
 
• Continue to regard the care and protection of Australians overseas 

as a key objective of the overseas service. 
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Highlights of the Government�s Achievements 
 

The Coalition inherited a foreign policy from Labor that lacked 
fundamental balance.  Since 1996 we have worked hard to restore this 
balance and regain Australia�s rightful place in the world � that of a 
nation with global, not just regional, interests.  And in doing so we 
have actually increased our influence in the region, restoring 
confidence and dignity to the way we relate to our neighbours.  Since 
1996 the Coalition has: 

 
• Led the successful international operation to stabilise East Timor 

and support its progress towards independence. 

• Played a pivotal role in bringing an end to the tragic civil war on 
Bougainville. 

• Reinvigorated the US alliance in its fiftieth year and laid the 
groundwork for the commencement of negotiations for a Free 
Trade Agreement with the world�s largest economy. 

• Consolidated Australia�s economic position by pursuing Free Trade 
Agreements with Singapore and Thailand. 

• Reformed Labor�s secretive treaty making process, allowing for 
greater scrutiny of this increasingly important area of policy making. 

• Established the China Human Rights Dialogue and backed it with 
practical assistance aimed at improving China�s human rights 
record. 

• Established and completed Australia�s first Foreign Policy White 
Paper, mapping the future of our international relationships. 

• Refocused Australia�s aid budget to ensure that taxpayers� money 
is spent to help people on the ground, gaining praise from the 
OECD for the quality of the program. 

• Provided assistance to Indonesia in its transition to democracy. 

• Delivered the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty to the world, 
securing a ban on nuclear testing. 

• Established the Centre for Democratic Institutions, exporting the 
Australian values of democracy and respect for human rights to the 
region. 

• Emphasised the importance of the South Pacific to Australian 
foreign policy after years of Labor neglect. 

• Made the consular care and protection of Australians abroad a key 
foreign policy priority. 

• Played a meaningful role in promoting regional stability and growth 
during the East Asian financial crisis, including as one of only two 
countries to participate in second-tier IMF loan support for 
Indonesia, South Korea and Thailand. 
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• Chaired the Umbrella Group of 9 nations working to achieve a 
comprehensive, practical and effective response to global warming. 

• Launched an initiative to reform the UN human rights treaty bodies 
to make them more effective and credible. 
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The Labor Alternative: 
 

With the world�s greatest power, at once both powerful but uniquely 
vulnerable, confronting the scourge of terrorism and calling on nations 
of goodwill to stand alongside, Australia needs leadership of proven 
strength and decisiveness. 
 
Lacking policy conviction and a vision of where to take Australia, the 
Labor Party is incapable of providing the strong and confident 
leadership Australia needs at this important point in our history. 
 
In ordinary times, the Labor Party failed to lead.  In extraordinary 
times, such failure could be disastrous. 
 
The Labor Party still believes that Australia should approach foreign 
policy from a position of weakness.  Rather than engaging regional 
nations as an equal, the Labor Party believes that Australia should 
behave as a supplicant in order to gain the acceptance of our 
neighbours.  This undignified policy has the added disadvantage of 
downplaying Australia�s traditional friendships in North America and 
Europe.  Last implemented in the Hawke/Keating years, this policy 
produced few positive results. 
 
Since leaving office, Labor has failed to articulate any foreign policy 
vision.  Their confused approach reflects a dangerous and cynical 
preoccupation with short term political gain.  Labor�s Foreign Affairs 
spokesman has shown a startling indifference to the portfolio, 
contenting himself with extended overseas sojourns paid for by the 
shadowy and unaccountable McKell Foundation. 
 
The Labor Party has actively lobbied the UN to become involved in 
Australia�s domestic affairs and has failed to defend Australia�s good 
name from biased and ill-informed criticism from so-called UN 
�experts�. 
 
The Labor Party is in disarray.  Its trade union masters will not allow it 
to commit to free trade.  Unsure of its approach to the region, it prefers 
to say nothing.  Split down the middle on the issue of illegal 
immigrants, it changes its position daily.  
 
Divided and indecisive, a Labor government would most likely revert to 
a foreign policy aimed at ingratiating us with the region.  Such a policy, 
tried and discredited in the past, can never be in Australia�s interest. 
 
Labor has refused to stand up for Australia in Opposition and 
wouldn�t stand up for Australia in Government. 
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