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The men and women of Australia’s armed services have served this 
country with bravery and distinction. They have risked life and limb, 
experienced exceptional hardship and endured long periods of 
separation from their loved ones. The Australian community recognises 
and honours our veterans’ exceptional record of sacrifice. Australian 
Governments have always funded a range of programs to support, care 
for and commemorate our Veterans. 

The Howard Government has violated this proud tradition of care.  John 
Howard and his Minister Danna Vale bask in the reflected glory of our 
veterans but ignore their pressing needs.    

Under the Howard Government, tens of millions of dollars have been 
spent on ticker tape parades and memorials while key veterans’ 
programs have been cut back and stalled. The worst example of this 
was the Howard Government’s use of the Clarke Report as a stalling 
device to avoid consideration of veterans’ needs until the eve of the 
election. The attached fact sheet provides further details of the Howard 
Government’s poor record. 

Labor's Plan for Veterans is based on need, particularly the needs of 
younger veterans and their families.    

Many of those affected by serious service related injuries and illnesses 
are unable to make ends meet.  Others struggle to raise their families.  
War widows, many of whom spend much of their married lives caring 
for disabled partners, bear particular burdens.  Awareness is growing of 
the health needs of veterans’ children where increasing evidence points 
to intergenerational links with veterans' service.  

Labor’s $17.8 million Plan for Veterans will address the needs and 
aspirations of our veterans and their loved ones.    
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Labor’s Plan for Veterans will be based on the 
following principles: 

 
■ Honouring the tradition of care for veterans. 

■ Addressing need among younger veterans and their families where 
the stresses of service affect health and life. 

■ Fairness, equity and transparency. 

■ Working to reduce inconsistencies and inequities in the current 
veterans’ benefits system. 

■ Commemorating the bravery, commitment and sacrifice of our 
armed forces in defence of Australia's national interest. 

 

Under its eight point Plan for Veterans, a Federal 
Labor Government will:   

 
1. Provide an additional 120 tertiary education bursaries per year for 

the children of veterans meeting selection criteria of need and merit.   

2. Provide the Income Support Supplement to 1,600 war widows who 
are currently ineligible for this assistance.   

3. Increase bereavement payments for single Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated (T&PI) and Extremely Disabled (EDA) veterans who 
die without sufficient assets to pay for a funeral. 

4. Commission a comprehensive study of the health of veterans’ 
children – focusing on the children of Vietnam veterans and those 
who have served overseas since.   

5. Contribute $150,000 to Ballarat City Council towards the cost of 
maintaining its POW memorial. 

6. Build a memorial to honour Australian peacekeepers who have 
served overseas since WWII on Anzac Parade in Canberra.    

7. Declare the ‘Battle for Australia Day’.   

8. Investigate options to extend veterans’ benefits to Australian 
veterans born to British parents and who were under 21 at the time 
of enlistment.   
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The Australian community owes our veterans an enormous debt 
of gratitude.  Labor believes that its Plan for Veterans is a fair, 
compassionate and effective response to their commitment 
and sacrifice.  

 

1. Fund additional tertiary education bursaries 
The fund will provide an additional 120 bursaries for the children of all veterans 
who meet selection criteria of need and merit. 

These bursaries will add to the existing 30 Long Tan bursaries. They will be 
flexibly managed by the Australian Veterans' Children Assistance Trust to fund 
average 3 year courses. This Trust will continue to manage existing private 
bursaries. 

Private benefactors and service clubs will be encouraged to contribute to this 
Trust.  As part of the package, a Federal Labor Government will provide a $1 
million to the Trust to be invested for the provision of future bursaries.  

Many veterans' children since WWII have benefited from similar programs and 
Labor believes that tradition should be continued.   

 

2. Provide the Income Support Supplement to 
more war widows 

There are currently 1,600 war widows who, because they had no children living 
at home at the time of their war widow's pension being granted, are ineligible 
for the Income Support Supplement (ISS). 

Labor believes it is unfair that war widows of eligible age are treated differently, 
depending on whether they have children or not.    

Labor also recognises that in many cases, war widows in this age group have 
not been able to save for the future due to the nature of the deceased partner's 
disability and/or illness. Many do not own their own home. These widows may 
be further disadvantaged by not being eligible for a concession card. 

Labor is concerned that the current range of services and benefits for partners, 
estranged partners and widows do not adequately provide for their emotional 
and financial welfare. This includes eligibility for benefits such as the ISS, as 
well as access to counselling and support services. 
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3. Increase bereavement payments for those 
single T&PI and EDA veterans who die without 
sufficient assets to pay for a funeral 

Under current arrangements, the estates of single Totally and Permanently 
Incapacitated (T&PI) and Extremely Disabled (EDA) veterans who die 
without assets receive a bereavement payment, which is insufficient to pay for 
a decent burial.  Local communities are often forced to top up these funds.  

When they die, partnered veterans receive six fortnightly payments of disability 
pension as well as seven payments of service pension, as a lump sum (up to 
$5,000). 

Labor believes that the estates of single veterans without adequate means 
should receive the same bereavement payments that the estates of partnered 
veterans do.   

4. Fund a study of the health of veterans' 
children 

In 1998, the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AHIW) completed a 
morbidity study of male Vietnam veterans, including a survey of their children's 
health. The results of this survey were alarming. 

It has long been accepted that veterans' children suffer psychologically as the 
result of family disturbance caused by service related stress. Emerging 
evidence suggests these children also suffer physically.  

The AHIW study revealed that there was a slightly higher than expected 
occurrence of spina bifida, cleft palate, acute myeloid leukaemia and adrenal 
gland cancer among the children of Vietnam veterans. The AIHW study also 
reported that these children are three times more likely to commit suicide than 
other children.    

This is a price that veterans should not have to pay. Veterans and their families 
need to know more.   

A Labor Government will commission an independent health study of veterans’ 
children to get a better picture of their health needs – and appropriate 
remedies. This will focus on the children of Vietnam veterans and others who 
have served overseas since.   

5. Contribute $150,000 to the Ballarat City 
Council towards maintaining its POW 
Memorial 
Ballarat’s magnificent memorial was inspired by the POW community who 
planned, raised funds for and managed its construction. It is a testament to 
their commitment to the memory of their mates who served and did not survive 
their ordeal. 
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Labor believes that this memorial should be maintained for the benefit of the 
Ballarat community, visitors from around Australia and future generations. 

 

6. Construct a memorial to peacekeepers on 
Anzac Parade in Canberra 
Australia has deployed more than 20,000 service personnel, including police, 
to 59 peacekeeping operations around the world. In recent years, this has 
included deployments to Bougainville, East Timor and the Solomon Islands.  
Our peacekeepers have made enormous sacrifices for Australia, the United 
Nations and the broader international community.  They have not been 
properly recognised.   

This project will be developed in consultation with the Australian Peacekeepers 
and Peacemakers Association, and is estimated to cost $1 million. 

 

7. Declaration of the 'Battle for Australia Day' 
A Federal Labor Government will commemorate the successful defence of the 
Australian homeland in 1942 by declaring the first Wednesday in September as 
the ‘Battle for Australia Day’. This day will be commemorated like 
Remembrance Day, so will not be a public holiday. 

In 1942, Australia was threatened with invasion for the first time. Our nation 
was under direct attack and our survival was at stake. In 1942, the Japanese 
army landed in PNG following their defeat in the Battle of the Coral Sea.  The 
Kokoda Track became the battlefield as the Japanese sought to capture Port 
Moresby by land.  For over three years until the surrender of the Japanese on 
2 September 1945, Australians fought fearlessly and with huge losses.   

September is an historic month for Australia and Labor hopes that by the 
declaration of the Battle for Australia Day, we will all remember those who 
died, including the 2,284 in PNG who were never found.  

 

8. Investigate options to extend veterans’ 
benefits to Australian veterans born of British 
parents who, because they were under 21 
when they enlisted, are not entitled to 
Australian veterans' benefits 
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Labor’s Plan for Veterans is fully funded and costed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$ million   2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08 Total 
Tertiary bursaries for veterans’ children  1 0.6 1.1 1.7 4.4 
ISS for War Widows – indexed  1.5 3.0 3.2 3.3 11.0 
Funeral payments  0.03 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.18 
Veterans’ children health study  0.3 0.5 0.3 0 1.1 
Ballarat POW memorial maintenance grant 0.04 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.15 
Peacekeepers memorial  0 0.5 0.5 0 1.0 
Total      17.8 

 

 

 


