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5  M A R KS
O F  M I S S I O N

To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

2 To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

3 To respond to human need by loving service

4 To transform unjust structures of society, to 
challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation

5 To strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation, and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth

Dr He Qi (pronounced ‘huh chi’) is a contemporary 
Christian Chinese artist.   He came to faith as a young man, 
moved initially by a painting of the Madonna and Child by
Raphael, and he continues to express his faith through his 
paintings of scenes from the Bible.  

He resides in California (USA), and studied at Nanjing 
Normal University, Nanjing Art Institute in China and
Hamburg Art Institute in Germany. He is currently an Artist-
in-Residence at Fuller Theological Seminary, California, 
and a Distinguished Visiting Professor at the Art Institute 
of Renmin University of China, Beijing.

in Religious art after the Revolution (1992). He received
his Honorary Doctorate from the Australia Catholic 
University, Melbourne, in May 2011. He is a member of the
China Art Association and a former council member of the 
Asian Christian Art Association (1998-2006).  He received
20th Century Award for Achievement in recognition of 

Theory and Christian Art Creation of IBC in Cambridge UK.

His art works have been displayed in museums, galleries, 
universities and churches across the world.

M I S S I O N  2 0 2 0 + 
P R AY E R

ABOUT THE ARTIST
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The war in Ukraine has dominated our news. The stories of everyday 
bravery and chutzpah in the face of a stronger and better resourced 

the midpoint of Lent, at St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne, we prayed with 
Ukrainian Christians for an end to the war in their homeland. 

There is a large Ukrainian community in 
Melbourne, and we were joined by Fr Andriy
Mykyktyuk and members of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Australia. When I spoke 
to some of the Ukrainian Australians after
the service, there was the same sense of 

Ukrainian citizens defending their homeland on
the frontlines. ‘There are three things we can do
as Christians’, Fr Andriy reminded us, as we lit 
a candle for peace: ‘Pray for an end to the war, 
work for peace in the world, and tell the truth
about the war in Ukraine’. 

These three actions—prayer and 
worship, working and advocating, and
truth telling—are central to our life of 

discipleship, and will sustain us in times

In Holy Week we follow Jesus on the journey
to the cross in real time. Day by day we follow
more closely to the place of our salvation.
For Christians, the cross is not the end of our
journeys. Rather it stands at the beginning of 
our walk with Christ. The German theologian 

is not the terrible end of a happy, pious life.
Instead, it stands at the beginning of our
community with Jesus Christ’. That insight holds 
true for all followers of Jesus, not only those

of adversity. From the moment a person follows
Christ’s call, they receive the cross: ‘the cross
is laid on each Christian’. When we witness to 
Christ through our words and actions, we bring 
Christ to the world, carry an inestimable gift to
others. We witness to the One who carries our
cross by carrying one another’s burdens. By 

behalf, and by praying for and with them.

Telling the truth is one of the most powerful 
things a Christian can do. During the past month, 
we have seen the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, Pope Francis and the Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, come together in calling 
on the Russian Orthodox church to use its
prophetic voice to condemn the war in Ukraine.
Holding nations accountable for their actions 
by speaking out and telling the truth, making
the state responsible for what it does, is what 

Dean of Melbourne

Fr Andriy and Dean Andreas lighting a candle for peace in Ukraine 
on 20 March. (Photo credit: Ming Zhou)
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Particularly when there are close links between 
faith communities and people in power, such as
in Russia. Telling the truth, time after time, even 
against hope, even when we are wearied by the

telling is what brought down Apartheid in South 
Africa and, closer to home and only this week,
has led to the release of the remaining refugees 
detained in Nauru. Telling the truth about the
sins of the past brought reconciliation in South
Africa and, I am hopeful, will be what leads to
greater justice for First Nations people here in
Australia.

Working for peace in the world, likewise, is
an essential part of Christian discipleship. 
Commenting on Christian living under the

‘Where the world despises other members of 
the Christian family, Christians will love and 
serve them. If the world does violence to them, 
Christians will help them and provide them
relief’. The outpouring of practical support by 
the nations neighbouring Ukraine, the unheard-
of support of the European Union granting
unconditional asylum to millions of people 
displaced by the war, is one way of showing
forth the values of Christian living. If the ‘world’ 
feels too big for you, your local community 
and our government is tangible and knowable. 
Raising funds for the International Red Cross or 
community organisations working with refugees
by holding morning teas, or advocating for a 
more generous intake of refugees to Australia,
are ways in which each of us can show practical 
support. Working for peace in the world means
writing to our political representatives and 
advocating for swifter, more generous action 
in settling those displaced from war zones. You 
may never receive an answer back from your
MP, but where many express the same concern
MPs take note -especially in an election year 
when voters have a choice. In this way, we 
work regardless of the many people who seek
to make faith irrelevant in modern society, and 
regardless of the many people, perhaps even a

in the 1930s and 1940s, and it is what we are 

called to do today.

All these actions - telling the truth and working
for peace - are underpinned by prayer.

Prayer is what unites us with Christ and 

the inward reality of faith to our world.
As Jesus enters Jerusalem on his way to die on
the cross for his followers, the disciples bear
witness through their song of praise of how 
inextricably linked the realm of faith is with 

linked, they sing in their Palm Sunday hymn: 
‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the
highest heaven’ (Luke 19.38). They see in front 
of their eyes, here on earth, a heavenly king 
entering a city that is both a real place and a
symbol of an eternal city.

By our prayer and worship this Holy Week 
we, too, can help others gain glimpses of this 
eternal reality. When we live as disciples in this 
world - by our prayer, by working for peace
and by telling the truth to power - Jesus will 

way that Jesus’ disciples witness to his deeds of 
liberating power, so Jesus will witness to us in

This is what celebrating Holy Week
and Easter, what faithful discipleship, 

by the members of the body of Christ in 

celebration becomes real when we witness to 
Christ in this world. Because Jesus will bear 
witness for us in the world to come: ‘Those 

that Jesus will hold onto them in eternity’,

The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe is Dean of Melbourne and, 
together with Dr Katherine Firth, has written Journeying with 

 (Melbourne: 

are taken
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Plan A was a walk in the park, a quick and easy victory, which didn’t work.
Plan B, now in place, but crumbling at the edges, is civilian bombardment,
mass bloodshed, body parts, millions of refugees.
Plan C, is an attack on Poland to bring in NATO or split it because some 

When that doesn’t work, Plan D is a nuclear bomb or chemical weapons
or both.
You don’t need to be totally insane or an 
everyday practicing psychopath to come up 
with this undeniably evil scenario, of course, but
it helps, and Putin in arguably both – an aging,
little man with thinning hair seated at one end 
of a ten metre table facing his distanced visitor,
where even the power-play collapses, making 
him look smaller and more ridiculous than
before.

Can this possibly be terrifying reality playing 
itself out in real time and full colour,

Glued to our screens, unable to 

Would NATO really go to war with 
Russia if Putin attacks a member 

and food supplies when two major

Europe a dress rehearsal for what’s coming 

displaced Ukrainians is nothing compared to 
1.2 billion refugees by 2050).

Putin can’t actually win in Ukraine, yet whatever
happens from here, he has already changed 
the world.

What does this mean for those celebrating

Passion and Death and Resurrection, living
the new life amid the terrors and fears and 

Faced with darkness, we reach out our tapers 
to the Paschal Candle, taking the light of Christ 
into our hearts – to feed whatever hope still 

around us.

How to do it here and now, not in 
the world as it was, in the world as

In the words of one speaker at the
42nd anniversary of the martyrdom 
of St Oscar Romero a few days ago
said, ‘In the present time, when
there is a torrent of news but a
drought of truth, Romero invites all

a microphone of God. You must 

preach peace.’

Microphone, not megaphone: no shouting,
perhaps only whispering - shalom, salaam, pax,
peace in our eyes and in our acts, soft words, 
gentle deeds, scattering tiny seeds.

Touching lips to the wood of the Cross this Good
Friday we head out to heal, the Lord walking
with us on broken feet.



MESSENGER | APRIL 2022 5

F R O M  T H E  A D M I N I ST R ATO R

Living the Seasons

One of the things our modern, convenient lifestyle can take away from us 
is a sense of the change of seasons. This is especially true if we work in a 
place without a view, don’t have space for garden at home, and spend a 
lot of time inside or travelling in a climate-controlled vehicle.
The change of season in the outside world, when 
we can experience it more fully, encourages 

possibility and helps us understand time as a
cycle and not just a one-way thoroughfare.

Our church calendar also moves in a cycle 
rather than a straight line, and the days that
we observe in Holy Week and Easter are like 

But the seasons of Easter are only really
perceptible to us if we pause long enough to 
take them in and that can be challenging. 

We know that Easter is so much more than
Bunnings, chocolate, feasting and a four-day
weekend but sometimes the people right next
to us, whom we love and value will be taking a 

We live every day in a reality in which 
Christ is risen but the mystery and 

amazement of that truth can seem far
away when we are weighed down and 
pressured by the details and demands 

of life.
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So even though we know the end of the story, 
in order to enter fully into the joy, the feasting 
of Easter we need some days of ‘fasting’. Lent 
gives us that, but Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday tell us the story up close and personal 
and we cannot avoid the seriousness of what 
we hear. On these days, we go to a deeper level.

MAUNDY THURSDAY is the threshold between Y
the ordinary life that Jesus’ followers expected 
and the disruption that took place with Jesus’

serious purposes. We lay down our work for 
the next few days. If we share a meal at church,
what follows is not relaxation but disjunction.
We may see the familiar interior of the worship
space emptied and stark. We know the next day 
will not be ‘business as usual’.

On GOOD FRIDAY, we cannot escape the reality
of Jesus’ death on the cross, just as his disciples
could run away from it no matter how they
tried. For them it was shatteringly bad news.
For us, it is tragic history and we must confront
the fact that even in spite of the Good News, 

sinful and broken. If Good Friday is a season,
it is bone sapping chill of winter, or the most
dizzying, blinding summer heat.

HOLY SATURDAY takes us into a time of Y
waiting, where things are suspended and not

wondering what to do with the day in front of 
us.

On EASTER DAY
breaks through], we feel in a strong way that we
are made afresh and that the new creation is a
reality. Our identity as restored and redeemed
people feels unshakeable and we rejoice in the
victory of Christ. We breathe deeply the joy of 
the Easter mystery.

All of this comes to us best when we live the
moments of Holy Week, day by day and hour 
by hour.

We are completely ready to enter the feasting
because we have experienced the fasting.

May the mystery of Christ’s victory be deep for 
you and holy.
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On 13 April 1742, Handel conducted a brand new work to celebrate Easter
week in Dublin. Exactly 280 years later, St George’s Cathedral and West
Australian Symphony Orchestra present the ‘Dublin version’ of Handel’s
Messiah at Perth Concert Hall.

ST  G E O R G E ’ S  C AT H E D R A L

Arguably the best loved choral work of all time, 
Handel’s Messiah never fails to touch the soul,
and is known for its rousing and triumphant 
‘Hallelujah Chorus’.

Often performed at Christmas in modern 
times, Messiah was in fact written for Easter,
and St George’s Cathedral Master of Music, 
Dr Joseph Nolan, prefers to honour the
composer’s original intent. He describes the
great oratorio as ‘three hours of relentless

chorus, ‘Worthy is the Lamb’, the ultimate
musical expression of the Easter season’.

Messiah will be presented at Perth Concert Hall
on 13 April 2022, which is 280 years to the day
since its inaugural performance. St George’s 
Cathedral Concert Series is collaborating 
once again with WA’s premier arts company, 
West Australian Symphony Orchestra, for this

George’s Cathedral 2022 Concert Series and is
expected to be a sell-out.

Joseph Nolan will conduct some of Australia’s
most talented vocalists for this performance, 

including St George’s Cathedral Consort, 
which, he says, ‘excels in performing Handel’s 
works’. Joseph himself has been praised by
reviewers for his skill in conducting works by 
the composer; The West Australian described 
the experience as ‘breathtaking’.

Sara Macliver, Fiona Campbell and Paul 
McMahon are familiar to Perth concert goers,
and this year baritone David Greco makes his 
debut with St George’s Cathedral Concert Series. 
An ARIA Award nominee who has sung on some 

professional performance of ,
along with the same line-up of singers and a

Handel’s Messiah is at 7.30pm on Wednesday, 
13 April at Perth Concert Hall. Tickets are 
available via the Perth Concert Hall Box 

75% capacity limit. Proof of vaccination is
required, and masks must be worn inside 
the venue.

Concert Series
The Ultimate Musical Expression of Easter



Church House, Level 5, 3 Pier Street, Perth WA 6000 | GPO Box W2067, Perth WA 6846
(08) 9325 4182 | anglicancf.com.au | info@anglicancf.com.au | ABN 62 280 551 612

Anglican Community Fund (Inc) is not prudentially supervised by APRA; and any investment in the Anglican Community Fund (Inc) will not 

are designed for investors who wish to promote the charitable purposes of the Fund. All investments in the Anglican Community Fund (Inc)
are guaranteed by the Anglican Diocese of Perth

To enquire about a new or existing Term Investments 
please contact the ACF team

Good News! The ACF has increased its Term Investment interest rates 
and  it’s an opportune time to review your investment strategy.

With our revised rates you can earn up to 0.50% pa* on term investments
* Interest paid at maturity
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to Managing COVID

‘When I am afraid, I put my trust in you’’

While the rest of Australia struggled under the 
strain of COVID-19, life has gone on pretty much
as usual in WA until recently. Now, with daily
COVID-19 cases in the thousands, the virus is a
very real part of our lives. Fortunately, we have
been preparing for this moment since the very
beginning of the pandemic.
Early on we established a strong governance
structure consisting of a steering committee, 
Outbreak Management Team, and outbreak 
planning groups. They have developed policies, 

vaccinations, PPE, communications, logistics 
and more.     

trained and resourced so they
can skilfully deploy outbreak 
management plans in a heartbeat, 
while protecting their health and
wellbeing too. A hotline has been 

to isolate, plus they can access
pastoral care from Amana Living’s 
chaplains.
An infection prevention and control team,
nicknamed the orange team, has been in place 
for nearly two years. Led by a highly experienced
registered nurse, the orange team has upskilled

residential care centres exposed to COVID-19.
We’ve remained vigilant throughout the

care clients, and visitors, plus we’ve recently 
introduced rapid antigen testing for all frontline

defence.

capabilities and resources, adding a contact
tracing team and investing in our own central
PPE stockpile so we’re not dependent on
external sources.  
Communication has been a constant. We
regularly update residents and families about
any COVID incidents, and they trust us to
keep their loved ones safe.  Families have also
appreciated the introduction of a new ‘named 
visitor’ policy, which allows a family member
to be able to visit an outbreak site once it has
been stabilised. 

Most recently, one of our teams 
helped to reunite a mother and
son who had been separated for
two years.  Once WA’s borders 
re-opened, the son travelled
to Perth but his mother’s care
centre had closed to visitors just
hours before. Instead of turning
him away, the infection control
specialist conducted a rapid 
antigen test and helped him don

PPE before taking him to his mum. It was a very 
emotional reunion and there was not a dry eye
in the room.
Moments like these make the hard work 
worthwhile and I’m grateful for the dedication
of our team who has continued to deliver 
service, kindness and professional care during 
challenging times.   The pandemic is far from

in providing Christian care thanks to the skill 

our community.
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We are more than two years into the global pandemic, yet Western

way to the eastern states and the rest of the world. Some are saying the 
current wave of Omicron cases that we are experiencing in such large 

THE REVD PETER LAURENCE OAM

Schools have done a remarkable job this past
term managing the rising COVID-19 caseloads. 
Since the WA border opened only a few weeks 
ago, our principals, teachers, chaplains and all 

students, families and one another as positive
case numbers rose daily in our schools. From

schools back in mid-February, living with the 
virus as a highly vaccinated community has 
been the focus. Keeping schools safely open 

and ensuring the continuity of teaching and
learning, pastoral care and support remains
our priority.

Earlier this term, issues around the treatment

schools who identify as LGBTQIA+ received 
considerable media attention. It was a topic
of much discussion in schools. A Christian 
school in the eastern states sought to insert
controversial sexuality and gender identity
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clauses in its enrolment contract for school
families. After widespread public outcry, this
move was reversed and the Principal stood
aside from duties.

Shortly afterwards, the Commonwealth 
Government’s Religious Freedom Bill narrowly 
passed the House of Representatives after a
marathon overnight sitting, then was withdrawn
from debate in the Senate. While it has always
been a controversial piece of legislation, the 
current concerns centre around protections
(or the lack of such) for transgender school
students.

Inclusion is one of the Anglican Schools 
Commission’s (ASC) six Core Values.

For the ASC, inclusion means our 
schools should be places where 

respected and celebrated.

The ASC’s current Strategic Plan 2025 has, as 
one of its objectives, ‘Respect for all people and 
cultures’.  The Plan commits us ‘to develop new
policies and procedures and review existing 
ones to ensure schools promote inclusion for
all, regardless of ethnicity, religion, gender,
or sexual orientation.’ We also commit: ‘to
promote a culture of inclusion for LGBTQIA+

ASC schools are inclusive and diverse 
communities which welcome all, and where
hospitality is given to every student, regardless 

of religion, ideology, ability, ethnicity, gender or
sexual orientation.

ethos and core values of our schools. Sexual
orientation and gender are not considerations

nor the enrolment of students in ASC schools.

Whether in pandemic times or not, our schools
must be safe places for children and young 
people as they grow as individuals and in
community.

Another ASC Core Value is Respect. We desire
that our schools are communities which 
promote respect of self, others and our world. 
It seems to me that respect must be at the
heart of the Christian communities we know
as Anglican schools. Respect by all, for all. ASC
schools are places where all who value such
respect are welcome.

Anglican schools are in a privileged 
position to share the Passion story 

and remind their communities of the

Easter plays in our faith and our world. 

The Gospel story is one of inclusion. Our doors 

generous and loving hospitality. Our church
and schools are at their best when they live the 
generous Easter love story all year round. 

Holy Week and Easter blessings to all.
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Anglicare WA’s vision is for a just and fair Western Australia where everyone 
can thrive. We recognise that to achieve this we must work together with 
many partners, across a variety of settings, to capture the strengths of 
the individuals and communities with whom we work so that they may 

Our values include being a trusted partner as
we walk alongside those we serve, those who
support our work, or those we support in their 
endeavours. We are proud to be a collaborative
and vibrant partner with many communities 
and organisations.

At Anglicare WA, our shared roots with Anglican 
schools and parishes means that we also share 
an urge to reach out to others in service, see the
strength in everyone, promote justice and foster 
hope. Therefore, when we collaborate with the

mission and mutual objectives.

One project where this commonality has been 
obvious is Anglicare WA’s
Future series. Over the last two years, we have

program, encouraging individuals to consider
and plan for their future in a friendly and 
informal setting. Topics covered in the program 

legal planning, Will writing and funeral planning. 
During the program professionals such as 
lawyers, funeral directors and priests are on

and to share their knowledge.

Conversations about death, taxes, money, and 
retirement can be hard to have, though without 
them loved ones can be left guessing about 
someone’s last wishes. These sessions seek to 

advice and tools that provide peace of mind to
attendees and reduce the likelihood of future 

Sincerely,

THANK
YOU

We have been blessed by the
support from so many of you.
We are truly grateful to all of you that 
have donated, volunteered, sponsored, or 
decided to leave a gift in your Will to us. 
We will continue our work supporting the 
vulnerable with you alongside of us.

Interested in helping us? 9263 2091 or
www.anglicarewa.org.au/get-involved
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Many parishes have asked us to facilitate these
sessions for their parishioners. The feedback 
from these events has been overwhelmingly 
positive, providing not only practical advice for
attendees, but a greater connection between 
Anglicare WA and parishes. We believe these
positive connections strengthen the wider
community through information and education. 

We were recently invited to deliver Planning 
for Your Future with the Parish of Wongan 
Hills-Dalwallinu; the parish saw a need for 
this information to be shared within their
community. 

We talked with them about creating clarity for 
family in planning, being spiritually prepared
for end of life, estate planning, the importance
of a Will and other legal documents, funeral 
planning, and the importance of discussing

last wishes with your loved ones. Presenters
included The Revd Leon Stickland; Joel Starke,
owner of Starke Legal; and Dianne Tinetti from
Purslowe Tinetti Funerals. There was also an
opportunity for attendees to draft their Wills 
with the lawyer on the day. With the help of 
Heather Stickland and Karen Box, the event
was a success with attendees coming from as
far away as Bindoon to participate.

Feedback from the event was incredibly positive

conversations. Attendees were surprised by
some of the information presented and grateful
for the new knowledge. It was an example of 
the importance of community connection and 
how education can empower individuals. A
huge thank you to the Parish of Wongan Hills-
Dalwallinu for your hospitality and friendship.

parishes. 
If you would like to connect with Anglicare WA 
to talk more about our 
sessions, please contact Romm on 9263 2076 
or email romm.niblett@anglicarewa.org.au
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The season of Lent invites us to step aside from the busyness of our daily 

think about the way in which Jesus took every opportunity to speak about 
and identify with homelessness and vulnerable people. As we journey 

we see the face of Jesus in all of those in need and, importantly, how do 
we respond?
During his years growing up in Nazareth,
Jesus enjoyed a home to live in. But once 
baptised by John and embarking on his public
ministry, he became a person who experienced 
homelessness. He had no home he could call
his own. He lived a life outside – exposed to
the elements, sometimes alone and sometimes
sleeping rough. In his own way he lived and died 
homeless and was the brother and friend of all
people experiencing homelessness, refugees
and asylum seekers.

On Good Friday, Jesus didn’t die in a hospital or 
at home supported by the care that we might
all hope for. He died a slow, torturous death. 
He was stripped of his clothes. He had no home 
and no possessions. He had very few people 
who would acknowledge him as a friend.

In the parable of the sheep and goats (Matthew
25:31-46), he puts before us various types of 
people: the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the 
stranger, the sick and prisoners. The distress

in distress; he is the refugee; he is the street 
beggar. In these people, we see the face of 
Jesus.

In this season of Lent, we ask that you think of 
those at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness
and consider:

•

residents and service consumers and 
for all people experiencing, or at risk of,
homelessness.

• If you choose abstinence/fasting during Lent,

people who are experiencing homelessness 
who often go hungry and have little choice
over when and what they may eat. You may
wish to donate to St Bart’s in lieu of the food
or drink abstained from.

• Think of almsgiving as giving care in a
broad sense to others in a charitable way,
not just restricted to giving food, money
or other material goods. Make a positive
commitment in Lent, which could include
giving of time through prayer, volunteering

to assist us in our mission.

For more information on St Bart’s services, please visit stbarts.org.au or get in touch 
with us by calling 9323 5100.
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men and women of our Defence Force. We acknowledge the original 
association of this day with the landing of the ANZAC soldiers at Gallipoli
in 1915, but this date has become a corporate opportunity for us to 
honour all those who have served, and those who are serving at present.

Women and men of Australia have committed
their lives over and again to not only defend
Australia and our allies in times of war, but
have served in close to 100 peace-keeping 
missions around the world. Recently we 
have witnessed the deployment of over
6,000 Defence personnel within Australia to 
O i Fl d A i 2022Operation Flood Assist 2022.

There are many motivations that can lead
an individual to swear their service to Queen 
and Country. To be seen as a hero, a sense
of adventure, an expression of mateship, or
a guaranteed income. These and many other 

years and lives in our Defence Force. Above
all these motives though, are our deep ideals 
of defending the innocent, and of laying down
our lives in the protection of others.

On ANZAC Day we are often reminded of 
the words spoken by Jesus in John 15:13 ‘No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends’. As Christians we 
believe that in doing so, Jesus restored our 
relationship with God, saving us from sin and
death. The celebration of Jesus’s example of 

the early Christians, but has since become 
imbedded in our culture through our Christian
heritage. The words and example of Jesus laid 
the foundation for the fundamental beliefs
of the Australian nation, that thousands of 
Australians continue to volunteer themselves

courage and compassion for an individual
to choose to be apart from their family, to
commit to unlimited availability and liability, 
and to follow the direction of their superiors 
even unto death.

On 25 April we remember over 8,000 men 
who died at Gallipoli, but we also remember 
the more than 100,000 Australian lives lost 
as a result of their service to the nation in
the Australian Defence Force. We remember
all those who have served, the over 100,000
full-time and reservists serving now, and
particularly all those presently deployed both
within Australia and overseas. 

Let us pray for their safety, strength, and 
resilience. May God protect, guide, and sustain
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I wonder whether the bird lost it through 
preening, its own beak scratching away at a
dusty spot or a biting bug. Or perhaps there 

at each other in competition or love-making,

miracle of nature’s engineering. It is designed 

that tells the other birds: I’m here! I’m one of 

of near-nothing, yet strong enough to help its 
owner get airborne.

The lone feather is evidence that a bird was here, 
not so long ago. That even after dark, or on a
hot, hot day, there are birds all around, sleeping 
in hollow trees or sheltering in the shade. I will 
never be able to catch a wild bird to look into its 
shining eye and stroke its miraculous plumage. 
But I can bend down into the dust and pick up 
a stray feather, and consider its former owner.

So it is with resurrection. Those folded cloths in 
the empty tomb were evidence that a body had
been there, not so long ago. That somewhere, 
in the pink and grey light of early morning,
there was a man walking in the garden, a man 

who had died a cruel death but was now alive 
again and waiting to speak to his friend, Mary.

Mary, and a few hundred others, all those
years ago, saw not just the empty tomb and its 
discarded cloth bindings, but also their risen 
friend in all his strange glory. I do not see him 

other women, and Peter and Thomas and Paul
and those other men, who did see and touch
and eat with him. And I look around me every
day for resurrection feathers, evidence that
Jesus Christ was here, and not so long ago.

through a dark world, I know that death is
not the last word. Whenever I draw a breath 
in wonder at a child’s wide smile, at a friend’s
generosity, at a joyful work of art, I know that
love is stronger than death. When I hear the
stories of hard-won change in people’s lives, 
of their courage to take the right risks, of the

know that Jesus Christ, the Lord, is risen indeed. 
He may be hidden from us, but the feathers of 
resurrection are everywhere, for those with 
eyes to see.

a wing or a spreading tail, glossy blackk
or calm grey. More often it is smaller, 

with a tinge of green or pink to give mme a
clue about the bird that used to wear it.

THE REVD DR ELIZABETH J SMITH AM

G O L D F I E L D S
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C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U T H  M I N I ST R Y

working for the

trip into what was 
then a new and shiny 
Church House.

was told many stories 

about the shape of the
Diocese and how it has grown over many years.

One of the skills that I had picked up over my 
year in community-based ministry was listening
to what was being said and listening to what 
was not being said.

Everyone I spoke to talked of hope and the
potential that existed in the Diocese, something 
that I still believe in today but the one thing that 
people seemed to forget to mention was how
hard the job was going to be.

Before moving to Perth, my experience had
primarily been in the area of building and
pioneering new types of youth and Children’s
ministry. So, when I was driven to what was 

make it work!’

ACYMC Administrator, was to get out on the
road and meet as many people as I could before 

breakfast. I wanted to hear the needs and hear 
the ideas of the people actively working in 
Parishes. 

Soon after, the ACYMC team took these ideas 

back out to the parishes in practical training to
help people engage with the young people in
their community.

we allowed the next generation’s voice to be 
welcomed and appreciated.

Each year we have tried to build on the year
before while taking time to make sure that
we as a Commission were joining in with the 
Mission of God (Missio Dei).

Joining in on the Missio Dei wasn’t just for the i
Commission to work out but was also something 

I should be and if I was the right person to lead
the Commission’s work over the next stage of 
its strategy.

After an enjoyable year working alongside
The Revd Nicholas Russell at Christ Church
Grammar School as part of my Formation 
placement, I realised I missed working directly 
with young people. I also started to feel that
maybe Chaplaincy was where I could better
support the Mission of God in our Diocese.

So, after four and a half years, my time with 
ACYMC is coming to an end as I get ready to 
take up the Assistant (Lay) Chaplain position at
St Mark’s Anglican Community School.

Thank you to everyone who has supported me 
over the past number of years. I can assure you
it hasn’t gone unnoticed.

Youth and children’s ministry will always be
something I am keen to see develop, and so 
even if I won’t be with ACYMC, if there is anything
I can do to help, please feel free to get in touch.

in November 2017.
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THE RT REVD DR PETER BRAIN

L I T U R GY

Tucked away in our Prayer Books are three short passages, carefully 
selected and arranged to remind us of the great Easter events and their 
challenge to our consecrated discipleship.

Found in the  with the Collect, Epistle and 
Gospel for Easter Day, the  (page 88) and
the  (page 32) as the Hymn of the Risen Christ,
they bring together three great New Testament 
themes and texts. They are an example of how 
texts of the Bible give us a concise summary 

resurrection. That they were real time events,
not the wistful thinking of disciples hoping for a 
resurrection, is clear from the gospels and the
consistent apostolic testimony of the epistles.

The hymn, following the APBA runs:

for us: so let us celebrate the feast, Not 
with the old leaven of corruption and 
wickedness: but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 
5:7b-8).

Christ once raised from the dead dies no 
more: Death has no more dominion over
him. In dying he died to sin once and for
all: in living he lives to God. See yourselves 
therefore as dead to sin: and alive to God 
in Jesus Christ our Lord (Romans 6:9-11).

Christ has been raised from the dead;

by one man came death: by another has 
come also the resurrection of the dead;
For as in Adam all die; even so in Christ
shall all be made alive (1 Corinthians 
15:20-22).

in a way that takes us straight to the gracious

Passover feast, inaugurated to remind the 
people of Israel of God’s grace in delivering
them from Egypt’s bondage by shielding them
from the judgement he brought upon Pharaoh,
gives way to the greater deliverance from a
greater judgement, through Jesus’s death upon
the Cross.
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L I T U R GY

For us who live, looking back to, and relying 
upon Jesus, there are many blessings and 
resultant responsibilities. The blessings include:

• There is nothing for us to do since Christ
. So we celebrate

God’s kindness in providing the perfect,

• Jesus has been raised: death has no more
dominion over him or over those who are 
in Christ, since they too shall be made alive.

• Death holds no more fear for believers 
than for those who sleep each night. This 
does not mean soul sleep since the believer 
goes to be with their Lord the moment they 
die, as Jesus assured the penitent thief.

Our wholehearted response to God’s grace to 
us in Christ must include:

• Sincerity and truth. So gripped will we

will, with all our heart, do all we can to rid 
ourselves of malice (BCP) and wickedness. 
God’s grace, whilst excluding any sense of 

in Christlikeness.

• We see ourselves as dead to sin: and
alive to God. This takes us to the meaning
of repentance and the heart of baptism. 
Death to sin is essential for us all, otherwise
baptism becomes a meaningless ritual.
Dying to sin is the daily means of life for
believers. It has been said, ‘the Christian is
one who is dying to live!’ Jesus makes this
plain in John 12:23-26.

• Our Lord’s death and resurrection 
demand a response. Though we need do
nothing to be in Adam except be born, we
must be in Christ to be made alive. This new
birth brings us, in Billy Graham’s words, ‘life 
before death as well as life after death’.

The Easter events stand before us as
the assurance that God wants us to 
know him as fully pardoned rebels, 

his joyful adopted children.

Nothing can keep us giving into fear in our 
uncertain times or conforming to the false 
hopes and comforts of smug materialism and 

living Lord and Saviour.
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The Stations of the Cross have formed part of Christian devotion at
Passiontide for many centuries because they enable us to engage actively

Christians visited Jerusalem and wanted to follow literally in the footsteps 
of Jesus, tracing the path from Pilate’s house to Calvary. They would 
pause for prayer and devotion at various points. Eventually those pilgrims 
brought the practice back to their home countries and ever since then 

In the late fourteenth century the Franciscans 
were given the responsibility for the holy places
of Jerusalem and they erected tableaux to aid
the devotion of the visitors. These kinds of 
images are now commonplace inside churches, 
and occasionally outside them.

The number of stations has varied immensely

as many as thirty-six, but the now traditional
number of fourteen was established by 
Clement XII in 1731 – nine scriptural stations 

However, owing to the increasing ecumenical
popularity of this devotion there have been 
attempts to create a wholly scriptural set on 
which to focus.

The selection of stations presented here all
have their root in the biblical story of Jesus

rather than drawing on legend or popular, yet
unscriptural, stories. This development makes 
the Stations of the Cross more accessible to all
traditions within the Christian Church.

The recent rediscovery of the unity of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus has also led

Resurrection. Though this may be superseded
by the emergence of the Stations of the 
Resurrection as part of popular devotion, it is 
strongly suggested that this station be included, 
especially if the stations are used outside Lent
and Passiontide. The stations may be used
as a focus for personal prayer or as part of a 
liturgical celebration.

L I T U R GY

Taken from , Church of England 2001

An order of service for the traditional version of the Stations
of the Cross can be found here and is authorised for use in 

A biblical version of the Stations of the Cross can be found 

An audio version of the biblical Stations of the Cross led
by Paula Gooder, Stephen Cottrell and Philip North can be 
accessed for free on Spotify:
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JOCELYN ROSS OAM

Kununurra Parish started a third Kids 
Church class for those in Years 6–8. This 
group spends one week in church listening to 
the sermon and taking notes then the next 
week they discuss and study the passage 
they heard the week before. Also planned 
is some Kids Ministry training by BCA’s own
Rachel Dirks in March. The Friday night youth
group which has been run by
the Baptist church for many 
years, has started meeting at the 
Anglican church now. This group 
has about 20 kids coming each 
week with a good mix of Christian 
and non-Christian kids. Please 
pray with them for  new leaders. 
And a new men’s ministry in the 
form of a fortnightly men’s grow 
Bible study is also taking place, 
men who have committed to
meeting regularly to study God’s
Word. 

A wonderful Thanksgiving 
Service was held at the restored 
St Luke’s Church at Nansen out 
in the Chapman Valley on Sunday 
13 March, followed by lunch at 
the recently opened Tavern at
Nabawa. The service was led by 
The Revd Eldred Royce, formerly  
a farmer in Chapman Valley, and
The Revd Bill Ross who spoke on
Joel 2. Bales of hay and cotton, 
jars of honey and pickle, even a baked plum 
pie were on display! We have so much for 
which to thank God.

Geraldton Fellowship Branch of Mothers 
Union held Lady Day  in St George’s Church, 

from the Carnarvon Parish joined us for the
celebration service and lunch on the day.
Our speaker at the morning service was 
Jenni de Vries of the Holy Cross Cathedral 
congregation, who with her husband Nic 

is moving to Kununurra  where Nic will be
manager of Beyond Reach, a radio ministry 
beaming the gospel to Asian countries.

Denham Parish in the Shire of Shark Bay has 
welcomed back The Revd Brian and Annie 

April, then June for a few months.

Bishop Gary and Christine 
Nelson spent March travelling to 
all the parishes in the Kimberley
and Pilbara to farewell clergy 
and parishioners before they 
return to NSW in April as the 
Bishop retires. They spent time 
in each parish starting with the 
Faricy family in Kununurra, then 
Broome, staying with the Baines
then the Morrisons, and having 
time with the Webbs. They were 
able to worship in the morning
service at the Broome Anglican 
Church then in the People’s
Church in afternoon. Newman, 
Port Hedland followed and a 

drove to Exmouth and Carnarvon!  

clergy families with teens reading 
with them a new book called 10
Questions Teens should Ask (and 

Answer) about Christianity, by author Rebecca 
McLaughlin. Sadly two Sundays in April and 
the Nelsons leave. It’s been a great 10 years 
under their love, care and leadership.

The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 
1 Timothy 4:22

anglicandnwa.org | @northwestanglicans or sign 

(From top) Thanksgiving Service at St Luke’s Church, 
Nansen; Geraldton MU Lady Day Service, St George’s, 

Carnarvon
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B U N B U R Y

As we prepare for Holy Week and Easter 
in the diocese under the current Covid-19

decision to postpone the usual Chrism 
Eucharist until later in the year. The risk 
of having all the clergy in one church so
close to their busiest time of year where
Covid-19 might spread was too risky. At 
this stage we continue to plan for a clergy 
retreat at the beginning of May in the hope
that the Covid-19 peak will have passed
and are delighted to be welcoming Bishop 
Jeremy James as our retreat conductor
this year.

We have welcomed two clergy into new 
appointments this past month, The Revd 
Paul Bartley as Priest in Charge of the
Gateway Anglican Parish and The Revd 

Community in WA. Both welcome services 
were well attended and wonderful 
occasions with particular thanks to the

singing!

We are sorry to be saying goodbye to 
three of our clergy on or around Easter 
this year as they either move to new 
opportunities or retire. The Revd Paul 
Cannon retired from Carey Park Parish 
at the end of March, The Revd Lindy 
Rookyard retires from Kojonup and
Katanning on Easter Day and The Revd 
Dr Sarah MacPherson resigns from the 
Parish of Augusta Margaret River at 
Easter too. We wish them all the best in 
their future endeavours and give thanks
to God for their many years of ministry in 
the Bunbury Diocese. 

These vacancies will be added to the 
existing vacancies on our website in due 
course. If you know anyone who might be
interested in working with us, direct them 
to 

.
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Women of Holy Week
by Paula Gooder, Illustrated by Ally Barrett
$32.00

In this colourful, meditative and imaginative new book from Paula 
Gooder, we, as fellow travellers, meet the women who were there

were just staying (lurking) in the background. Nine women whose
stories come to life in Paula’s remarkable way of telling her stories 
in the First Person.

We meet several Marys : ‘My name is Mary. No, not the one you’re
thinking of – not the mother of Jesus. And no, not that one either
… there’s so many of us Marys and Miriams around, it’s easy to get
confused’. We also meet Joanna, Sarah, Anna, Salome, as well as the

many Marys!

In Perth we have met Paula on many occasions – and have had the pleasure of engaging with her
story-telling in person. This remarkable book makes the reader feel that Paula is in the room – telling 
the stories with humour, expression and interaction.

But here, in this book, she captures another dimension; the illustrations create images that are 
in conversation with the words. ‘In both image and word there is also potential for playfulness as
well as depth in referencing larger theological themes’. The illustrator is Ally Barratt, Chaplain at St
Catharine’s College, Cambridge. She created nine new paintings for this book, and said that it was a 
joy to create these paintings to complement Paula’s beautiful stories. Remarkably, in the introductory 
chapter by Ally herself, we are privileged to have her describe how the interconnectedness of the 
stories is captured in these artworks. The use of the ancient triple form of the triptych, where parts of 

beyond ‘our own ‘box’ as we learn to see Christ in one another’.

Ally says ‘It is always an honour to be asked to provide the images for someone’s words. Art can reveal 

especially when the subject matter already has such depth, both theologically and on a human level’. 

The complementary Notes and Resources (18 practical and informative pages) not only enable the
book to be used in numerous ways, but also remind us of the adventure of participating in the 
extensive Biblical and Historical research which underlies this and all of Paula’s works.

REVIEWED BY SHIRLEY CLAUGHTON

In February’s Messenger this new book was reviewed, and copies are just beginning to be r
available locally. Several copies are available at the St John’s Books on-line store

(email ).
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A contribution by FR RONALD ROLHEISERy

To complement our spiritual reading, a link to this popular, practical and inspirational site is
providing weekly input to many Christians and seekers worldwide. Fr Ron’s numerous books have 
been reviewed here from time to time, including:  and

. Fr Ron has been a regular writer for the popular Daybreaks Advent and

subscribe, visit .  He is a Catholic Priest, a community builder, lecturer, and writer.
His weekly column has myriads of subscribers, and his weekly column is carried by more than seventy 
publications worldwide.

His well-timed blogs can be found on Facebook, and this is the most recent:

and resources. He is the author of many best-selling books which are about searching for spirituality. The popular 

full of surprises:  | 

From Fr Ron this week: 

on what I can write. And while I’ve had various thoughts and ideas, words continue to escape 
me. It’s like a breathless silence in the face of unfathomable tragedy, a kind of freezing that is

All I can really think about is what I’ve written about before: ego starts wars. And the ego is 
the partner of the evil spirit. The Russian president did not start this war—this genocide—for 
the sake of the common good. The ego does not care for the common good. Its sole focus is
self-aggrandisement and saving face. It digs its heels in and escalates aggression and becomes 
more reactive when it realises it is losing ground.

This should humble all of us. We’re all prone to the tactics of the ego and the evil spirit: riches, 
honour, and pride, as Ignatius names them. But most of us leave room for the good spirit to 
sway us in the other direction, to have at least a little self-awareness and love and generosity. 
The unfortunate pattern we see throughout history is that many whose egos are big are ones 

power stokes the ego even more. This leads to further corruption.

The good spirit works not for the self, as the evil spirit does, but for the other, for community.
And that work is slow. In fact, the path of the good spirit and of Jesus, can seem unappealingly 
slow. The ego is impatient and doesn’t want to waste time so it takes the side of the evil 
spirit’s false promises. It sees no other way. The good spirit invites us all into a journey of slow 
unfolding where there is space to grow in self-awareness, in love for neighbour, in dialogue 
and diplomacy.
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D I O C E S A N  A R C H I V E S

and went to work setting up a residential school for Aboriginal children in 
(Atwood, Bain, 2006)

The school was established in Albany (Kinjarling) 

Magistrate in 1847.  Supported by Archdeacon
Wollaston and later Bishop Hale, the children
were indentured to the care of Anne for 10
years.  (Atwood, Bain, 2006) The girls were 
taught domestic skills and the boy’s carpentry 
and gardening in addition to reading, writing 
and music (Bartlett, Joan, 1998).

The most well-known student to have attended 
the school was Bessie Flower.  Her parents

be raised in the home and school  (Atwood, 
Bain, 2006). She went on to become a teacher 
working at Moravian Mission Ramahyuck in
Victoria.

Despite her achievements, her later life 

Aborigines Protection Act of of 1886 which 
fragmented her family (South West Aboriginal
Land and Sea Council).   She became focused 
on keeping families together including her own 
and supporting other Aboriginal women to
prevent their children from being taken away. 
(South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council). 
Bessie Flower died in 1895 at the age of 43. 

children were moved to Perth then Middle
Swan.

References
Atwood, Bain. (2006). . Australian Dictionary of Biography. Biography - Elizabeth (Bessy) Cameron - 
Australian Dictionary of Biography (anu.edu.au)
Bartlett, Joan. (1998). . Anglican Parish
of St John the Evangelist, Albany
Groves, Joan. (2006). . Edith Cowan University.
“The Comforts of Civilisation” in Early Colonial Western Australia (ecu.edu.au)
South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council (nd). . Kaartdijin Noongar – Noongar Knowledge Sharing Noongar Culture. Bessy 
Flower | Kaartdijin Noongar (noongarculture.org.au)
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and Latin at the University of the Third Age.

ACROSS
1. , & 8 across. The baby

horse gambolled to the 
bread. (4)

ocean. (7) 
8. See 1 across. 
10. Plunges into Lazarus’ 

nemesis. (5)
11. Through Perth Airport. (3)
13. The sound of an angel at 

the end of a letter. (5)

18. Merriment in profundity.
(3)

19. The sun rotates on 
the National Union of 
Students. (3)

22. Spread the blame around 
at a leisurely pace. (5)

24. Ad lib riposts through the 
Latin books. (5)

26. Look! Automobile, papa, 
for cricket. (6)

28. Fair ad redirected, I fear.
(6)

29. Open trace Hebrew Bible.
(2)

30. See sign about the
beginning. (7)

33. Escargot slain around here. 
(5)

34. Beginning with All Saints’
Day. (3)

36. Stare at Daisy. (5)
39, 41, 42, 43 & 45 across. 

Touring car had let into St 
Boniface’s. (9)

46. Revealing mist swirls in
broadcast. (13)

resurrection. (2)

4. Drip endlessly across to maturity. (5)
5. Veer eternally. (4)

9. See 1 down.
12. An irregular ode can charm a

minister! (6)
13. Soft shoes back for Des and Sue. (6)

15. Unearthed remains are biased. (6)
17. The anthem itself can come across

and radiate. (4)

20. Gentlemen to stir the tea out. (4)

21. Fruitless raid about. (4)
23. More than 2,100 years ago! (2)
25. Get back degree right away! (2)
27. High Priest throws naans around. (5)
28. Wild ideas set apart. (5)
31. A teaser for the resurrection! (6)
35. First Australian Christian lobby. (3)
36. Has been around sighs. (3)
37. Religious discrimination act. (3)
38. Remove the arcane bit from

tabernacling and nothing’s left for
God (initially)! (3)

41. A theistic evolutionist, for short. (2)
44. Williams bush clothing initially. (2)
45. Short Roman year. (2)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10

11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33

34

35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45

46

DOWN

See page 36 for solution
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This column rarely mentions arts events that have come and gone, but this April column
is an exception. I write of the  which was organized by
Irena Buevska-Cowell, the director of Cappuccino Concerts. On the last Sunday of March, Irena

performance space. This superb concert, featuring Fiona Campbell and Penny Shaw, together with
fellow artists, whose surnames indicate a link with Ukraine and others whose names do not – Michael 
Goldschlager, Ashley Smith, Akiko Miyazawa, Anna Bogachova and Irina Buevska-Cowell. Two youth 

My friend, Fiona Campbell, when I asked her about singing in such a concert, said:

Proceeds from the concert will be directed to ‘Doctors Without Borders’ and ‘Caritas Ukraine 
Emergency Aid’ who provide humanitarian aid, directly, in this tragedy. The Messenger joins the whole
community in thanking these artists for the gift of their talents in this cause; and to the audience 
members who attended. Should anyone wish to add to the proceeds, please contact the agencies as 
mentioned or: cappuccino-concerts.com

APRIL

4-23

real ‘cheer ups’ for you, family and friends.

Opening its season 4 April (and playing to 23 April) is  with a Spare Parts Puppet
Theatre centenary production that brims with hope, love, and adventure. Written in 1922 in the wake 

 explores the
special imaginary relationship between a child and a toy rabbit (who desperately wants to be ‘Real’)

),
Bec Bradley ( ) and Nick Pages-Oliver (
Miss Lily’s Fabulous Feather Boa), and newcomer Louis Spencer.

Booking details: .
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From 9-16 April at the State Theatre Centre, with Karratha, Bunbury and Albany later in April and May 
is Barking Gecko’s production,  by Dan Giovannoni. 
Luke Kerridge says of his motivation in directing the production: 

He continues: 
. Luke explained the production shows the necessity of wonder: 

creativity, and imagination. He says, that being a story about wonder and imagination, it is also great 
fun.

Booking details at 

APRIL

9-16

Look to the Crown Theatre from 16-23 April for
I understand the stage show is all that and more, as it tells the story of the last class to graduate 
from New York’s prestigious School of Performing Arts. It takes the audience on a journey from
the painstaking entrance auditions to graduation and highlights the highs and lows of this journey. 
The music score includes Hard Work, ,  and of course, the
signature tune, Fame. It is a trip back to the 80s – from neon lycra and pop hits to baggy sweats
and hip hop. Directed by Adam Mitchell; presented by HAMA, producers of Legally Blonde, The Little
Mermaid andd . 

Bookings: .

APRIL

16-23
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N AT I O N A L  C H U R C H

THE RT REVD JEREMY JAMES tssf

The annual National Anglican Bishops’ Meeting met from Friday 18-Tuesday 
22 March in Adelaide.

Glenelg, next to the sea. 

The meetings are partly like an Annual General
Meeting, with reports, and partly professional
development. There is also often a ‘major’ issue
we need to discuss, and this was the case this 
year with Same Sex Marriage and Blessings.

Above all, meetings are framed by worship
and prayer, beginning at 7.45am with Holy 
Communion, followed by Morning Prayer 
at 8.15am and the Bible study until 9.30am. 
Evening Prayer was at 5.30pm, with Compline 
at 9.00pm.

The Bible studies were based on the Apostle
Paul’s letters to Corinth, 1 Corinthians 12: one
body, many members; 1 Corinthians 13: faith, 
hope and love; 2 Corinthians 4: light shine out
of darkness and 2 Corinthians 5: reconciliation 
… and ambassadors for Christ. Each study led
into table group discussions.

On Friday night, the after-dinner speaker was
the Governor of South Australia, Her Excellency
the Honourable Frances Adamson AC. Her
subject: The role of diplomacy in times of 

and practice as an Anglican and her life as a
diplomat, she emphasized the process, often 
complex, of speaking: listening: acting.

Prior to the meeting the Primate, Archbishop 

concerning the blessing of same sex marriage

session each person was given 3 minutes to

This was a listening exercise with no response
or comment from the group. 

In the second session there was an opportunity 

another. Again, this was time limited.

the opportunity again to be heard, share how 
we felt, and our hopes and our fears for the
future.

Then we spent time praying for each other.

To assist us we had Tim Dyer from The John
Mark Extension, who guided us through the
Principles and Practice of Mediation.

Further professional development was
provided by Bishop Chris McCleod, the
National Aboriginal Bishop. Leading us through 
his personal story, he spoke of grass-roots
engagement with indigenous communities, as
well as the value of Reconciliation Action Plans.

On Saturday night we enjoyed Provincial
dinners in local restaurants. On Sunday many of 
us were refreshed by the worship at St Peter’s,
Glenelg, and the parish’s hospitality afterwards.

As well as this, we discussed other issues.
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organization ‘Christians united for Afghanistan’
and a letter was jointly signed by all, and sent to 
the Prime Minister calling for a special intake of 
an additional 20,000 refugees from Afghanistan. 

Bishop Mark Short spoke of an initiative in
Canberra that had seen the Russian Orthodox 
priest and the Ukrainian Catholic priest coming
together in an ecumenical service for prayers
for the crisis in the Ukraine.

Bishop Genieve Blackwell drew our attention to
the National Anglican Family Violence Report.

Archbishop Kay spoke to the 30th Anniversary 
of the Ordination of Women.

Bishop Grant Dibden, Anglican Bishop to the
Defence Force, said the ADF was looking for a
further 40 Reserve Chaplains.

Other reports included the impact of historical 
claims on rural dioceses; proposed changes to
the Australian College of Theology; the Science
Commission; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island 
Ministry, the ACARLA report (Advisory Council
for Anglican Religious Life in Australia), and
Archbishop of Canterbury’s visit.

N AT I O N A L  C H U R C H

Every year in Holy Week and Easter, Christians
hear again the Passion narratives of the
gospels, the story of the last week in the life 

Sunday, the Passion according to Mark,
Matthew, or Luke is read, while Good Friday
focuses on the Gospel of John.

one striking feature of the Fourth Gospel is
the writer’s use of the phrase “the Jews” for 
Jesus’ opponents, despite the reality that
Jesus and all his disciples are themselves Jews. 
Surfacing early in John’s gospel, the term is 

The word ioudaios is an adjective (‘Jewish’), 
but with one exception it is routinely used 
by John as a noun, alerting us to the fact that

Long before the Passion narrative, it is obvious
that John’s expression “the Jews” is not to be
taken literally. It does not refer to all the Jews 
of Jesus’ time, let alone all Jews throughout 
history, nor the Jews who are our neighbours
and friends today. In John’s story, “the Jews”
is sometimes translated as “the Judeans”, 

because it refers only to particular priests and
politicians who once upon a time opposed the 
historical Jesus.

The video series Presenting the Passion … 
without blaming “the Jews”, published by the
International Council of Christians and Jews
in mid-March 2022, provides insights into this 
truth among many others. Members of the
Christian Scholars Group on Christian-Jewish
Relations (CSG), together with two Jewish
advisors, comment on four scenes in the 
Passion story, demonstrating how it can be 
presented in enlightened ways that repudiate
anti-Jewish biases, while illuminating the
gospel message.

The series constitutes a valuable resource for 
Christians and Jews alike, toward fostering 
interfaith relations during preparations for
Holy Week and Pesach. It is accessible at:

The Council’s Executive Committee commends
the videos to you, and invites you to listen to
the presentations with ears of the heart.
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It’s only 23 March, so it is possible that you 
might feel, given it was 5 December 1992 that

in this Cathedral Church, and given that last 
Sunday was the third Sunday in Lent, and the 
gospel reading this evening has been from 
John 20 telling the story of Jesus and Mary
Magdalene in the Easter garden, that … we may
be accused tonight of (as they say) anticipating
the Festivals! 

Still, these stories are worth telling any time.

The loving exchange between the risen Lord 
Jesus and Mary Magdalene in the garden. That 
transformative moment of hearing her name, 
of being sent out, and her witness ‘I have seen 
the Lord’ is the dangerous truth to which God 
continues to call the church, Christ’s beloved 
Body, to take up and tell in every generation.

And, across many generations women have 
heard and taken that charge to themselves.

This is lovely, and surely gave rise to the hope 
within decisions like the one taken by the 
Cathedral Chapter (St Peter’s Adelaide) some 
years ago when they decided that a woman in a 
mitre was exactly the right image to include as 
part of the Mary Magdalene window of 2001. 

In that window, the women of John’s Easter 
morning gospel speak of women across the 
ages responding to the transforming power of 
the risen Christ in their lives, in our life, in the 
life of the world. 

I love the fact that this decision was made 
15 years after women were ordained as 

ordination of women to the priesthood in this 
very place.

Every time I visit Adelaide, I anticipate this 
window and remember many faithful women, 
lay and ordained, who have held out their 
hearts, have been sent to the church, have 
been sent to the world in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. These were women who would not 

deferentially submissive. These were women 

(Left) The Magdalene Window, St Peter’s Cathedral, Adelaide
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friends of Jesus. They have invited others to do 
the same in every generation of the resurrection 
community’s life. 

The image in the window must have 
been both a surprise and a declaration 

of Anglicans in this place, as our Church
was growing beyond the gratefulness 

of the early 90s that women were 

to look at the many ways in which 
women’s voices were being raised in the 
apostolic ministry of proclaiming Jesus

Christ. 

Woman as healer, beloved friend, teacher of 
tenderness, giver of mercy. Since then, I wonder
how many more girls and women, young and 
old, have looked at this window, or sat in this
Cathedral, and heard their own names called 
by our risen Lord, and have become in their 
own day another window onto the Easter love 
of Jesus.

The women ordained on 5 December 1992
along with 92 other women were part of the

Australian Anglican Church to be ordained 
priests in that year. 

A couple of weeks ago on 7 March, the feast of St 
Perpetua and her Companions, we celebrated
the anniversary in the Diocese of Perth, when 
on a bright Saturday morning 30 years ago 10
women and one man were ordained priests
following the dismissal of a Supreme Court
injunction.

It was a heady time for everyone who had been 
part of the studying of scripture, of looking 
at scripture and the church’s history through
a new hermeneutical lens. There was the 
debating, the arguing, the anguish of what the 
church would become. Some of the opposition 
was tough. Some was revoltingly personal. And 
some was simply the response of people for
whom reframing their understanding of God, 

of God’s Church and of the place and role of 
women as it had been taught, received and
assumed, was a whole new journey.

The Australian Church wasn’t working through
this vocational discernment on its own.

In a recent book 
English priest Lucy Winkett writes of her own 
experience as a woman for whom ordination to 
priesthood opened to women in the Church of 
England as she was in theological college. Lucy 

in this role made into a BBC TV program. She
says, remembering the response, ‘I received
thousands of letters, many supportive but
many telling me that I was going against the
teaching of the bible, that I was disgusting, that
I shouldn’t be taking Communion services if 
I was menstruating, and that people certainly
wouldn’t receive Communion from me if I
was menstruating. I felt dirty, and I felt as if 
the Church to which I was trying to give my
energy, my love and commitment was, more
than ambivalent, actually vomiting me up ... the
level of disgust that was expressed towards me
personally, as a symbol of the change that had
happened, was shocking.’

There will be some for whom some part of Lucy’s
experience is familiar. Some scars remain.
Thank God, for many this will be a story which
bears no relation to their experience as women
in ordained ministry, as men and women who
welcome and receive that ministry, of the
church’s response to the ministry they live out, 
or the response of the wider community in
which they work, serving God’s Church in God’s
world.

Tonight, we celebrate both the anniversary and
the journey, the witness of these past 30 years. 
The already and the not yet. 

Yes, perhaps we are anticipating the feast by 
a few months. Perhaps, as we heard John 20,
we wondered about our Lent observance, 
even as we acknowledge that we celebrate
the Resurrection every Sunday – even in Lent
because Easter is God’s gift to the world that we
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Christians keep on needing to grow into, to live
into, to learn into and to love out of, to foster, 
to witness. 

I wonder, as I look at the Mary 

the past 30 years of our life together, 
where we hear the women speaking

dangerous truth to the church today?

There are not as many young women sitting 
in Cathedrals or in our churches, to see such 
windows with their images of women’s calling 
to Christian leadership.

At the National Bishops’ Meeting during the 
past week, it was obvious that there were
no women there under the age of 50, and 
that fewer younger women are moving into
ordained ministry.

This is partly due to the resurgence of what is
sometimes called ‘complementarian’ teaching 

brackets women out from senior leadership
roles. Another teaching strand continues in 

women to willingly accept submission to men 
in order for them to be ‘biblically’ faithful.

leadership, for which we worked and fought
and prayed for so long, might only be here for

of women across the Anglican Communion 
who are deacons and priests, and at least 120
women who are bishops preparing to meet at 

yet perhaps not, that women could once again 
be written out of the leadership of Christ’s 

the church, and in the world outside these
walls, is now hearing the voice of our risen Lord 

I have recently heard a lot about what people 
call the ‘pub test’ and how we Anglicans might
be failing it. Certainly, we know of the recent 
deluge of bad news stories about the church 

and can think of people who experience 
themselves as ‘on the edge’ of our institutional 
life. Because of their gender, sexual identity,
or life experience, our church has been a place
where the trust and belonging they looked for
has not been forthcoming.

In recent times Grace Tame has made a deep
impression on me. Hers is one of the voices of 
younger Australian women who are not inside
the Church, yet she is, I believe, speaking a
dangerous truth to all of us. The sexual abuse

founded by the Community of the Sisters of the
Church who also founded St Peter’s in Adelaide
and Perth College where I was once chaplain.

At Perth College, I saw the loving light of 
Christ risen every day. The voices of girls were
encouraged to be strong and loving, and to 
see themselves as able to serve the world in
the 20th and 21st Century as the sisters did

England – gave Bishops in the colonial churches
headaches, and set about teaching girls and 
establishing homes for children who had come
with them from the poverty and slums of 
Industrial English cities.

But Grace Tame’s Anglican School experience 
was not a place of Good News for her.

Yet in Grace Tame’s voice, speaking up for
girls and women who have been abused by 
trusted people in Christian settings, I have been
hearing the voice of the risen Jesus himself. A
voice raised outside our organisation, outside 
our buildings, outside the framework that we
construct and cherish and tend.

Jesus in the Easter Garden is never the
property of us insiders. He is speaking, 
rebuking, challenging, loving, sending, 

speaking through girls and women
on both sides of our church’s walls, of 

these cathedral walls.

will we do, women and men of faith, when 
we hear the voice of the risen Jesus speaking
in surprising places and through unexpected
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Let’s do what we did 30 years and more ago, 
when the voice of the risen Jesus spoke through
women who knew that we were being called to
public leadership in ordained ministry. 

Let’s listen to those girls and women, to
the Grace Tames and their sisters who

speak uncomfortable truths and who do 
not behave as ‘good girls’ are supposed 
to behave, and who sometimes give the

powerful around them headaches. 

We can ask them how they would like us to be 
their allies, how they would like us to speak up 
with them, alongside them. And we will act on
what they tell us, both within the church, since 
we are church insiders, and beyond it, because
our work of loving service is not only to the
church, but to the world beyond it. 

women, and for the causes that they are
embracing, and for the changes that they are 
advocating. 

Even if they are not people who pray,
we are. We will pray. Because we know 
that prayer changes things, and prayer

changes us when we enter into its 
demand.

Jesus Christ, who met Mary Magdalene in
the Easter garden, is still in the business of 
speaking girls’ and women’s names and calling 
and sending us. He speaks to us through the 
voices of women and girls in all areas of church
and community life. We can choose to respond
to him, however and in whomever he speaks to
us, we can respond to him with action and with 
prayer.

And then we can anticipate another feast, that
one where all the barriers will be broken down,
all the broken hearts healed, all the silenced
voices heard, all the tears wiped away, all those 
who are cast down will be lifted up, the feast
of the new creation, when all are made one in 
Christ.

F E AT U R E
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LOCUM TENENS
The Revd Frank Sheehan OAM West Nedlands 17.03.22-30.06.22
The Ven Jack Thomson Woodlands-Wembley Downs 18.03.22-17.07.22

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

Commencement Eucharist at Wollaston Theological College

at 

and men

schools

adults and children through preaching, teaching, example, 
and pastoral care
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C L A S S I F I E D S

L O F O R E S E E A F
I D I V E S E

P E R
D S E R I F A
E E F U N N U S A B
A M B L E L I B R I
C I C A D A A F R A I D
O T G E N E S I S D E
N S N A I L S

A S D
A A S T E R N
C A T H E D R A L
L I V E S T R E A M I N G

KINLAR VESTMENTS
Quality vestments - albs, chasubles, 

stoles, altar cloths, and more.

Phone Vickii for an appointment
0409 114 093 or 08 6460 6468

A Gift in
your Will,

regardless
of size…

… is one of the most generous things you 
could do for our charity. This lasting gesture 
will support a family somewhere in WA.

For more information or a private 
conversation: 9263 2076 or
bequests@anglicarewa.org.au

RICH HARVEST
CHRISTIAN SHOP

and others ...

39 Hulme Court, Myaree WA 6154
Monday – Friday: 10.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday: 10.30am - 3.00pm
Email:

 20th of every month prior to publication.
Articles must be under 400 words and may be edited 
without notice, images to accompany articles are
encouraged

 Permission needs to be sought 
from parents/guardians/carers for photographs with 

Get in touch with  Get in touch with 
the Messenger teamthe Messenger team

Phone: 08 9425 7200
Email:

MESSENGER
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The Cathedral is open – COVID-19 restrictions apply
Information about our services and events can be found on the website at 
www.perthcathedral.orgp g

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00am

Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am

Choral Eucharist
5.00pm

Choral Evensong

MONDAY TO SATURDAY SERVICES
Monday-Saturday 8.00am Morning Prayer and 8.15am Holy Eucharist

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 12.15pm Holy Eucharist

Wednesday 10.30am Holy Eucharist

Monday-Saturday 4.00pm Evening Prayer

EASTER SERVICES
Palm Sunday, 10 April 10:00am Choral Eucharist with Palm Procession and Passion Gospel.

Tuesday 12 April 12.00noon Chrism Eucharist

Maundy Thursday, 14 April 6.30pm
Altar, followed by Vigil until 9.00pm

Good Friday, 15 April 8.00am
10.00am
12.00noon

Ante-Communion and Litany
Solemn Liturgy
Three Hour devotion

Easter Day, Sunday 17 April 6.00am

8.00am
10.00am
5.00pm

Easter Vigil and First Eucharist of Easter, Baptisms and 

Holy Eucharist
Choral Eucharist
Choral Evensong

SPECIAL SERVICES
Tuesday 5 April 12.15pm Service for Healing and Wholeness

A special celebration of Holy Communion that includes prayer for healing and

Sunday 24 April 8.00am & 
10.00am

Patronal Festival of St George in Eastertide

Sunday 24 April 5.00pm Choral Evensong for the Commemoration of Villers-Bretonneux

SPIRITUALITY SERIES 
Wednesday 13 April 9.30am-2.00pm 

Wednesday 27 April 9.30am-11.30am 

prayers and a presentation, in Upper Burt Memorial Hall. (Entry $5)

Enrolments to Bishop David Murray, Cathedral Centre for Spirituality spirituality@perthcathedral.orgp y@p g or phone 9325 5766

MUSIC
Thursday 21 April 10.30am 

Works for solo harp, solo piano and harp and piano celebrating Autumn, the time of day, water, the great outdoors,


