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PARISH PROFILE - SOUTH PERTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

The Nomination Board for the Anglican Parish of South Perth invites Expressions of Interest 
for the office of Rector. Please contact Bishop Kate Wilmot at kwilmot@perth.anglican.org 
to express interest or to arrange a confidential conversation. 

At St Mary’s, our aim is to make everyone of every age, race, ethnicity, culture, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, or economic status feel 
welcomed and accepted. 

Situated across the Swan River just 10 minutes south of the Perth CBD, St Mary's is located 
on the South Perth Peninsula on Whadjuk Noongar Country. The Parish serves a community 
of approximately 50,000 people across the suburbs of South Perth and Kensington 
(approximately 2,000 of whom identify as Anglicans). St Mary’s currently has a worshipping 
family of approximately 100 parishioners. 

 

The Ministry of the Parish is centred at St Mary the Virgin Church in South Perth which is 
built in an interwar-Gothic style with Art Deco features, and has been on the Register of 
Heritage Places on a permanent basis since 31 July 2007.  

mailto:kwilmot@perth.anglican.org?subject=Expression%20of%20Interest%20-%20Rector%20of%20South%20Perth
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St Mary's Parish Centre 

The Church is licensed to seat 209 persons in total.  

 

There is a modern church hall adjoining the rear of the church. The church and hall are 
equipped with reverse cycle air conditioning, ensuring that the temperature is comfortable 
in our buildings all year round.  

 

All areas of the church have been available for hire including the nave. Hire of the church 
and the church hall were steadily increasing prior to COVID-19 restrictions.  

Our church building is wheelchair accessible. There is parking immediately outside the main 
entrance for people with reduced mobility. The entry to the church is flat and the church 
and hall are both on the same level. We also have suitable toilet facilities for use by people 
with disabilities or parents with young children. 

The church houses a three manual Rodgers Masterpiece 356B organ with speakers mounted 
in the galleries either side of the chancel, and a Yamaha C5 grand piano. Much loved by the 
congregation at St Mary’s, these instruments are very flexible, and they are suitable for both 
accompanying worship and recital use. There is also an upright piano for use in the church 
hall.  
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St Mary's residential properties and church office resources 
 

St Mary's has two on-site residential properties / Rectories.  

The primary Rectory is a well maintained, Art Deco style air-conditioned double story family 
home, with three bedrooms, three bathrooms, a living area, a study and an enclosed private 
courtyard suitable for pet owners. The Rectory is located at the front of the neighbouring 
Amana Living Retirement Village (St Mary's Close).  
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The second property is the curate’s unit which is a well-maintained Art Deco style three-
bedroom, one-bathroom, single storey unit located beside the main church building. 

Both houses are located in the heart of the South Perth ‘dress circle’ within walking distance 
of Perth Zoo, South Perth Primary School, Wesley College and the vibrant shopping, coffee 
and restaurant precincts of Mend Street and Angelo Street.  

The Rector may choose to live in the Rectory or in their own home.  

The parish offices are located below the Church Hall and comprise: 

• an open area with reception and workspace for our parish administrative assistant. 

• the Rector’s office with meeting area. 

• a second office for other clergy which is currently used by the music director and 
choir. 

• a kitchenette and storeroom. 

The Rector will also have the support of an experienced administrative assistant. S/he will 
also have access to a mobile phone, computer, wifi, photocopier and printer.  

 

St Mary's Worship  

The parish identifies with the catholic tradition of Anglicanism. We try to use inclusive 
language whenever possible and readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) of the Holy Bible, which embraces inclusive language as best it can. 

Sunday worship is eucharistic following the modern rite in A Prayer Book for Australia.  

St Mary’s also has a professional choir which leads congregational singing and sings an 
anthem during the distribution of Holy Communion.  

During the COVID-19 restrictions, St Mary's began to live-stream daily morning prayer and 
Sunday and seasonal services. We no longer live-stream morning prayer, but many of our 
services are still available online via our Facebook page. 

There is a well-established team of rostered hosts, lectors and servers for Sunday mornings, 
who are supported by volunteers who provide morning tea. There are also two very 
experienced retired clergy who live in St Mary's Close and provide ministry and pastoral 
support as required. 

Weekly services currently include: 

• Sunday - Sung Eucharist @ 9.00am (Music is usually led by the South Perth Chamber 
Choir or a Cantor). 

• Tuesday - Holy Communion @ 10am in the church chapel. 

• Evensong - scheduled regularly throughout the year. During these services we have 
the opportunity to partner with choirs from John Septimus Roe Anglican Community 
School and Aquinas College. 
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• Special seasonal services at Easter and Christmas, and:  
o Blessing of the Pets 
o All Souls’ Requiem Mass 
o Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
o Blue Christmas Service 
o Remembrance Sunday and ANZAC services 
o Regular Eucharists at local retirement homes including Concorde Nursing 

Home, Balmoral Nursing Home and Le Fanu Court (Armana Living), assisted 
by a lay pastoral team. 

Baptisms usually take place during the 9am Sunday Eucharist. 

Ministry with children and young people is important to St Mary's. We have had a strong 
tradition of Children's ministry including a Saturday evening Children and Family Service and 
Mainly Music. Our youth programme is currently being reshaped and developed to suit the 
changing ages and commitments of our young people and families. St Mary's is looking for a 
new Rector to guide and walk with us in this exciting area of change.  

The St Mary's congregation values opportunities to learn and grow in faith. Alongside 
preaching, the parish values studies and courses during Lent. The congregation is looking for 
this area of parish life to grow. 

 

St Mary’s Music  

Music has been a big part of life at St Mary’s for well over 50 years. St Mary’s is committed 
to the development of fine music, both within the liturgy, and in concerts and recitals in the 
church building. We are fortunate to have a building with an exquisite acoustic, which 
enhances live performance. Alessandro Pittorino is our music director. Alessandro is a world 
class organist and musician, who trained at The Juilliard School in New York. Alessandro has 
a long history with St Mary's and he been working with our clergy and developing music to 
enhance the worship at St Mary's since he was a 19-year old university student.  

The parish also employs an auditioned professional choir known as the South Perth 
Chamber Choir, which is made up of singers of significant talent. Members are drawn from a 
number of tertiary institutions and a variety of musical backgrounds. We also hold several 
community orchestra / band and professional performer concerts which are well supported 
locally.  

The St Mary’s Music Foundation, which was established in 2016, supports St Mary’s as a 
centre for growth in musical excellence. The St Mary's Music Foundation can receive tax 
deductible donations towards the development of all forms of music at St Mary's. 

https://www.hillsanglicans.com/mainlymusic
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/services/st-cuthberts-church-darlington/
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Community Outreach 

St Mary's is a faith community within the broader community of South Perth and beyond. As 
such, we exist not for ourselves but for those around us, and we are called to reach out into 
the community to live out what we believe.  

We do this by supporting aid and development programmes through the Anglican Board of 
Mission, Anglicare, St Bartholomew’s House, Parkerville Children and Youth Care, 
and Amana Living, who are able to most effectively make a difference on our behalf.  

Within South Perth, we provide ministry to local nursing homes and aged care facilities, 
provide financial support to chaplaincy programmes in our local government schools, and 
are actively engaged in the following projects: 

• Parish Blanket Project - St Mary’s Knitting Circle meets each month in the parish hall 
for a time of fellowship and mutual encouragement. A dedicated group of 
parishioners knits beanies, scarves, and blankets that are distributed to St Barts and 
to individuals and families in need.  

• GenConnect - GenConnect is a partnership between the parish, Amana Living and 
Wesley College where students teach digital skills to seniors, with the ultimate goal 
of increasing social connections and independence. 

• South Perth Primary School - A small but dedicated group of parishioners visits 
South Perth Primary School during term time to support the chaplain in providing 
activities for some of the children during lunch breaks. 

• St Bartholomew's House - The parish acts as a collection point for the annual St 
Bart's Christmas Hamper Appeal. 

• Prison Chaplaincy - The parish supports the prison chaplaincy by providing Christmas 
gifts for the children of prisoners in Baronia Pre-release Centre for women. 

A printed weekly newsletter is the primary form of communication. We also have an 
informative website and a Facebook page.  

The parish funds a full stipend and allowances for the Rector. The parish has a reserve fund 
which has been set aside for future capital works on the church and parish buildings.  

The parish is governed by the Wardens and Parish Council, who take particular responsibility 
for finance, property and risk. Ministry oversight rests with the Rector.  

St Mary's is a collection point for parishioners who participate in Container's for Change.  

http://www.abmission.org/
http://www.abmission.org/
http://www.anglicarewa.org.au/
http://stbarts.org.au/
http://parkerville.org.au/
http://www.amanaliving.com.au/
https://www.hillsanglicans.com/parish-council
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St Mary's was recently awarded a Commonwealth grant to install solar panels on the 
church. 

 

 

 

Please refer to website (www.southperthanglicans.com) and our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/StMarySouthPerth) for more information.  

https://www.southperthanglicans.com/
https://www.facebook.com/StMarySouthPerth

