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The December Messenger leads readers 
into Advent and Christmas with articles 
by Fr Jacob Legarda, the Cathedral and 
Peter Moyes Anglican Community School. 

The Revd Nic Lockwood reflects on the 
conversion of American rapper, singer and 
song writer Kanye West, and the Director 
for Theological Education in the Anglican 
Communion, The Revd Canon Dr Stephen 
Spencer highlights the importance of 
education for faithful Christian witness 
and living. 

Enjoy meeting those who were ordained 
to the priesthood on 30 November,  
St Andrew’s Day in St George’s Cathedral. 
The Revds Peter Hotchkin, Jane Hawkins, 
and Linda Pilton have each written a 
short note to let you know a little about 
themselves.

An article telling news of the recent 
Women in Leadership conference hosted 
by the Archbishop is also reported.

Many readers will be contributing to 
Christmas appeals here and overseas. 
Anglicare WA and St Bart’s articles help 
remind us of the needs in the community. 

As Christmas approaches may you know 
the love of God’s great gift to the world 
of his Son Jesus Christ.

We wish you a very blessed, peace filled 
and loving Christmas season.

The Messenger editorial team

Come, Holy Spirit!

Give us new confidence in your grace,

new words for the mission we share,

new strength to go where you send us,

new spring in our step, as we set out

to spread our faith in changing times,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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ADVENT
The Revd Jacob Legarda | Archbishop’s Chaplain

The season of Advent takes its name from the Latin 
word ‘adventus’ (meaning ‘coming’) in reference to 
Christ’s coming among us as a baby in Bethlehem. 
While the historical origins of the season are sketchy, 
we know that from at least the fifth century, Advent 
was observed as a six-week spiritual preparation 
for the solemnity of Christmas, and it mirrored the 
penitential character and disciplines of Lent. Hence, to 
this day, violet vestments are used, flowers are absent 
in church, the Gloria is omitted; and fasting is still 
observed within the Orthodox churches throughout 
Advent.

Like ‘Laetare/Mothering Sunday’ in the middle of Lent, 
a break from the austerities of Advent traditionally took 
place halfway through the six-week season on the third 
Sunday (called ‘Gaudete Sunday’) when restrictions 
were eased and rose pink vestments were worn to 
symbolize the mingling of Advent’s penitential violet 
with Christmas’ festive white – which is also why the 
third candle on the Advent wreath is rose pink.

In 1095, Pope Gregory VII reduced the number of 
Sundays in Advent to four, and the focus on preparing 
for the anniversary of the Lord’s coming at Christmas 
shifted to preparing for the Lord’s second coming on 
the Last Day. The liturgical antiphons, prayers and 
readings for each of the four Sundays were intended to 
arouse in the Christian faithful an expectant longing for 
Christ’s return to the same degree that Israel longed 
for its promised Messiah.

Advent eventually took on its own unique significance, 
and for centuries – unlike today – there were no signs or 
mention of Christmas prior to 24 December. 
In ‘A Reflection on Advent’, Rowan Williams 
explains the value of resisting the rush 

towards Christmas and the importance of fully entering 
into the Advent season in this way:

‘During Advent, Christians go back to that time 
of waiting as the Bible shows it to us. They read 
again the prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures 
and the Old Testament. They read about how 
people were longing for an end to slavery, longing 
to be back home in some sense, longing to be at 
home with God again, longing for reconciliation. 
And all of that is expressed in the most powerful 
metaphors, especially in the prophecies of 
Isaiah; metaphors about the desert blossoming, 
metaphors about the rain falling, metaphors 
about day dawning after there’s been a long, long 
night.

So during this four weeks before Christmas, 
that’s what Christians are reflecting on. 
When Jesus comes into the life of the world 
with something unplanned, overwhelming, 
something that makes a colossal difference, 
we long for it and yet we don’t quite know what 
it’s going to involve. But this is a bit odd isn’t it, 
you might say. Surely Jesus has come into the 
world and by now we ought to know what sort 
of difference he’s made. But the truth is that we 
don’t yet know the difference Jesus might make. 
We know some of the difference he’s made to 
our lives as individuals, to the life of the Christian 
community, the Church, to the whole world. And 
yet there’s more. We’re still waiting to see what 
might happen if Jesus was allowed into our lives 

that bit more fully; that bit more radically.’
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In July this year the ABC began to roll out the Australia 
Talks project in which over 54,000 people answered a 
variety of questions about life in Australia. The project 
is aimed at helping uncover what is important to us, 
what we think and how we feel on a wide number 
of issues. Now anyone can go online to answer the 
questions and find out where we are in relation to 
others, so I decided to have a go. 

I can now report that religion is more important to me 
than it is to about 86% of Australians. I also discovered 
that around 1 in 3 people about my age don't feel 
happy. Happily, I was in the happy majority on this one! 
It does seem, however, that younger people are a little 
less likely to be happy than those with a few more 
years behind us, I also discovered that I'm in a clear 
minority of people who are open to living in a nursing 
home. While 90% of Australians feel that politicians 
will lie if they believe the truth will hurt them politically, 
most are positive about the education our children are 
receiving.

It might be comforting to have statistics which back 
up my own sense that knowing God's love and living 
out faith in Christ is a recipe for positives, not as pop 
psychology, but rather the bone-deep belief that there 
is a purpose to our lives in God. Then again, what 
would statistics add to what we already know, that 
our individual stories are held in God's love story for 
the world.

The Mission Plan 2020+ speaks of being people 
known for our love, because we are people who know 
the transforming love of God in Jesus Christ.

Our friends, families, colleagues and neighbours are 
asking what makes for happiness? What brings a deep 
and abiding security, purpose and sense of meaning? 
People want to know what can hold them - their 
doubts and fears and hopes and dreams. We believe 
that what holds all things together is what is embodied 
in Christ's incarnation, something that can change our 

orientation from fear to faith. We believe that Christ at 
the centre of our world frees us from the tyranny of 
trying to live like little gods in charge of our own tiny 
finite universe. We believe that God's incredible mercy 
is the sharp point of his loving judgement, and that in 
the baby born in Bethlehem we can, if we are willing, 
see enough of that love for our whole life.

Self-appointed prophets who presume to tell us what 
God is like are not always looking or listening carefully 
enough, not taking seriously God’s self-disclosure, no 
matter which bits of scripture they grasp for back up. 
Every single year at Christmas the truth of God comes 
close enough for us all to see, close enough to touch.

Malcolm Guite's sonnet 'On The Edge' speaks to the 
hope that Christmas has been, is and will be.

As Malcolm Guite says:

Christmas sets the centre on the edge;
The edge of town, out-buildings of an inn,
The fringe of empire, far from privilege
And power, on the edge and outer spin
Of turning worlds, a margin of small stars
That edge a galaxy itself light years
From some unguessed-at cosmic origin.
Christmas set the centre at the edge.
And from this day our world is re-aligned;
A tiny seed unfolding in the womb
Becomes the source from which we all unfold
And flower into being.  We are healed,
The End begins, the tomb becomes a womb,
For now in him all things are re-aligned.

Malcolm Guite, Sounding the Seasons:  
Seventy Sonnets for the Christian Year
Canterbury Press, Norwich, 2012 p15

Blessings, peace, joy

+ Kay

ON THE EDGE
The Most Revd Kay Goldsworthy AO | Archbishop
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The term ‘theological education’ creates different 
reactions in different people. For some it conjures 
up memories of piles of books demanding to be 
read, essay writing, deadlines, and stress. For 
others it recalls moments of illumination, when the 
penny dropped and new insights about scripture 
and Christian tradition set them on the way in their 
Christian lives. 

We live in an era when paradigms of Christian living 
and believing are shifting. Traditional patterns of 
church-going based on a sense of obligation (‘I go to 
church because that is how I was brought up and is 
what I ought to do’) are giving way to patterns based 
on choice and desire (‘I go to church because I want 
to go – I have made a choice to do so’). This has big 
implications for every aspect of church life. Churches 
can no longer expect people to turn up but need to 
go out and invite them to church, offering something 
they are going to like and be enriched by.

This also has big implications for theological colleges, 
courses and programmes. They can no longer sell 
themselves on the basis of being gatekeepers to 
academic qualifications and reputation. Rather they 
need to offer their wonderful resources as support 
and encouragement for Christian discipleship, those 
life journeys in the company of the Lord that all 
Christians are on. Student-centred learning, or rather 
‘discipleship centred learning’ will need to become 
the way people are attracted to sign up and take their 
courses.

This means institutions and programmes will need 
to re-position themselves, from being ‘centres of 
learning’ that students need to go to acquire the 
necessary knowledge and skills for Christian believing 
and living, to being ‘learning support centres’, 
stopping-off points along the way, wayside inns, 
as it were, to pause, take stock, look back and look 
forward in the company of others and with scripture 
and Christian tradition as deep wells of insight and 
encouragement, for study and reflection, as they 
continue their journey with Christ. Accessibility, 
hospitality, accompaniment, listening as much as 
speaking and writing, will need to become the key 
notes.

All of this does not have to mean a loss of academic 
standards and a ‘dumbing down’. There are already 
many areas of theology which approach their subject 
in this kind of way, such as contextual theology, 
liberation theologies, pastoral and practical theology, 
and so on. There are also educational methodologies 
available to theological educators, such as theories 
of flipping the classroom, which see learning taking 
place before and after time in the classroom, with the 
classroom as a place to reflect on and be equipped 
for that bigger journey. Theological education by 
extension (TEE) in many parts of the developing 

world provides examples of how theological study in 
local groups can inspire and equip disciples in their 
Christian journeys (see, for example, TEE in Asia: 
Empowering Churches, Equipping Disciples, Hannah-
Ruth van Wingerden, Tim Green and Graham Aylett 
(editors), Increase Association 2018, available from 
www.lulu.com)

There is another reason for this shift of approach: the 
Anglican Communion is the child of mission, born as 
Anglicans and Episcopalians travelled to new places 
to invite others to become disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Discipleship is the very essence of Anglicanism. With 
its roots in Celtic and Augustinian spirituality and 
shaped by the European Reformation, it has always 
been a lived-out faith (not a purely intellectual or 
spiritualized faith). It is about following and living the 
way of Jesus.

Discipleship is the way Anglicans witness to Jesus: 
holistic witness expressed in the Five Marks of 
Mission, it is about proclamation, nurture, service, 
worship, and prophetic witness as disciples of the 
Crucified One and citizens of the Kingdom in this 
world.

Discipleship reflects the Catholic-Protestant nature 
of the Anglican Communion. We discover the true 
meaning of the Catholic nature of the Church as 
we follow a Saviour who unites all people and all 
things in himself, and we discover the true vocation 
of Protestantism as our discipleship leads us into 
prophetic engagement with Scripture and the world. 

Discipleship is the future of the Anglican Communion. 
It is only as we call each generation to a daily walk 
with God, a living discipleship, that Anglican churches 
can grow and flourish. Without new disciples our 
future will last no longer than one generation.

Discipleship is the hope of the Anglican Communion. 
It is only through calling all Anglicans, and those who 
will join as new Christians, to the daily following of 
Christ that we will avoid error, division and distraction 
and know the constant renewal of the Spirit that gives 
hope for eternity.

When theological education places itself within and 
at the service of this discipleship it therefore has the 
potential, at every level of the church, to light up and 
energise the faith and practice of Anglicans. Through 
mutual discussion, listening and learning, the Christian 
faith can become an exciting journey of discovery and 
empowerment, in the company of Christ, as the two 
disciples found on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24). It 
is the means by which Christians find the words to 
give an account of the hope that is in them (1 Peter 
3.15). It therefore needs to be made available at every 
level of the church, supported and encouraged by the 
many theological institutions with which the Anglican 
Communion is blessed.
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THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
The Revd Canon Dr Stephen Spencer | Director for Theological Education in the Anglican Communion
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A VERY FIFO CHRISTMAS

Like so many West Australians, many chaplains will be 
working over Christmas, in hospitals, aged care, prisons, 
the military and with FIFO mining communities.

The Revd Don Fimognari and Judy Clay reflect on their 
ministry among Fortescue Mining FIFO workers. 

Fr Donato – Fortescue Workplace Chaplain ministering 
to the Fortescue family at Iron Bridge - Port Hedland 
operations.

Port Hedland…. remote and yet a busy and bustling 
town… commerce here is the key to the viability of this 
community. 

Iron Ore Mining brings the financial lifeline and with it, 
a mixed and diverse population of permanent residents 
and those who make up the FIFO (Fly in – Fly out) 
contingent. With the advent of Christmas, like any other 
permanent residential community across Australia, 
the excitement and anticipation grow as families here 
prepare to celebrate. And yet, for hundreds of men 
and women, it is not such a joy-filled season…… 
separated from loved ones by the tyranny of distance 
or the anguish of loneliness, for these, it will be just like 
yesterday as it will be like tomorrow… just another day 
in the year. For some joy will come with a phone call or 
a Skype connection, while for others that won’t be the 
experience of Christmas.

I wish it to be a season of “Ho Ho Ho… Meeeeery 
Christmas” for all, and hope and pray that the story of 
the Christ Child will indeed be a Wonder-Filled event….

Blessings Don 

The Revd Judy Clay - Fortescue Workplace Chaplain 
ministering to the Fortescue family at the Chichester 
Hub. 

My first Christmas on site:
Much of my first Christmas Day on site was spent doing 
a Santa Lolly Run, sharing lollies I had bought with 
the men and women on site – traversing processing 
facilities, offices, and crib rooms.  It was amazing the joy 
it brought to grown men and women when they were 
offered a Christmas lolly!

Christmas Family visits saw some people ecstatic to 
have loved ones with them for Christmas; others were 
only too happy to be working out on site so as not to see 
the joy of families together, for they were without their 
loved ones and alone out here.

Some people were upset because of broken families, 
isolated, and not seeing their children for Christmas, 
they didn’t want to be in camp and see families together 
either. 

Yet others had chosen to be at work because they don’t 
even want to be with family at Christmas.  

I shed my own private tears as I felt the isolation and 
distance from grandchildren and loved ones for the first 
time.

Christmas services on site are small but intimate. I 
remember the awkwardness of having a navy-blue 
bedsheet as an altar cloth, Ribena and a bread roll for 
Eucharistic fare, and having hi-visibility clothing and 

work boots as vestments. There was no choir, only the 
voices of the few gathered miners singing carols with 
delight, thankful for a place to celebrate Christmas, 
and grateful to meet others who share their faith. New 
friendships were forged in that moment of solidarity. 
I witness the joy of people finding a faith community 
within the FIFO community.  Something new had been 
born in the roughness – the Bush chapel was the stable 
where new life was found and celebrated.

From the Chapel we could hear people making merry in 
the tavern, when a tropical storm hit. Thunder crashed, 
and lightning flashed, rain came in torrents.  We were 
trapped, waiting for the storm to subside.

While we waited my phone rang. Someone I know was 
in the medical centre suffering chest pain and about to 
be evacuated by Royal Flying Doctor. I ventured down 
the hill to see him. 

He was frightened, away from home and loved ones, 
in a medical crisis, on a remote mine site on Christmas 
night. He was flown out in the dark of the night.

Some weeks later he returned to work, having had heart 
surgery.

But he came back to prepare to leave. We had talked 
in the past of his leaving FIFO life and returning to his 
hometown – his country. The Christmas Crisis of his 
illness confirmed his desire to be close to home.

This was the man who took me on my first walk across 
the lengths and heights of the Ore Processing Facility, 
and showed me something of the workings of the then 
unfamiliar place that I had come to minister in. We said 
our farewells and I have never seen him again. But I 
haven’t forgotten him. 

He is another of the many who come and go, without 
fanfare, through the revolving doors of FIFO life.  

As I write, I am about to leave this place which has 
become familiar territory. It holds a special place in 
my heart, but I’m about to begin a journey as a FIFO 
chaplain on a new site.

This Christmas I will be on the Iron Bridge construction 
site – a place of a transient, contracting workforce, with 
facilities still being constructed.  

There will be no Bush Chapel.  I ponder and wonder, 
how will I celebrate Christmas with my people this year?  
My adventure with God continues...

Christmas blessings Judy
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“In this new season our vision for the Anglican 
Diocese is that we are a beacon of God’s love  

in our communities."

Thanks to everyone who completed the online 
survey on the missionplan.com.au which can be 

found via the Diocese of Perth website.  

The seven values which emerged from these 
responses and underpin our belief that God’s love 
transforms are:

1. We long to be known by our love

2. We long to be people of prayer

3. We long to be trustworthy

4. We seek to be humble

5. We seek to listen

6. We long to be as inclusive as Jesus

7. We seek to serve

The Mission Plan framework 2020+ presented at 
Synod is not a top down Mission Plan.   It provides 
a flexible structure which can be used in parishes, 
schools and agencies, in small and large groups, to 
plan local mission which reflects one, or a few, or all 
of these values.

This framework is underpinned by three mindsets 
which will provide a creative space to consider what 
our local mission focus will be.  Each parish, school 
or agency will have a different focus, which reflects 
their own particular context.

The mindsets are the starting points for our thinking 
about what it is we are currently doing and what 
we want to do in the future.  They encourage us 
to have conversations about what we may need to 
do before we set out our local mission plan.  The 
mindsets are like our launching pads:  

Confident                                                                                                                                         
We have renewed confidence in what God is doing.

Courageous                                                                                                                                                
We courageously take the next step following 
Jesus: acknowledging our failings we seek to lead 
with mercy, pursuing healing and justice in the 
church and the world.

Compassionate                                                                                                                           
God’s compassion for us inspires and transforms 
our hearts towards all of creation as we reach out in 
loving service.

When we are clear about our mindset, we are ready 
to take off.  Our mission is then about going out 
into our local communities/school/ agency spaces 
and finding out where God is already at work and 
us joining in!  

The response to the Mission Plan framework and 
Diocesan values presented at Synod has been 
overwhelmingly positive. These documents are 
now being finalised by the Archbishop’s Mission 
Plan Working Group, and an official launch date will 
be made known soon. 

We pray that as we pray, talk, plan and look to our 
future our communities will shine as beacons of 
God’s love inviting others to know Christ’s love for 
their 

Come, Holy Spirit!

Give us new confidence in your grace,

new words for the mission we share,

new strength to go where you send us,

new spring in our step, as we set out

to spread our faith in changing times,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Is Jesus really King?  I mean, Kanye West’s King. 
because we know that through the Resurrection 
Jesus was declared King over all creation by the 
Father. 

This Christmas, the entertainment world is astir, 
not only by West's changed life following his 
recent conversion to Christ, but also by his new 
album: Jesus is King. Never before has a musician 
had an album claim the top spot of all five Billboard 
charts: Christian, Gospel, Billboard 200, R&B Hip-
Hop and Rap. Added to this, never before has an 
artist claimed every single spot on the Top 10 Hot 
Christian Songs and Gospel Songs charts in the 
USA, simultaneously. 

So people are wondering, is this a brilliant marketing 
move by the infamous performer, perhaps (or, 
in part) inspired by his wife Kim Kardashian? Or 
is it the real deal? A Saul-of-Tarsus-like coup by 
Jesus himself, rescuing West for the praise of his 
glorious grace? You can google the young Aussie 

Brianna McClean's online article exploring this very 
question; but here's two things that have moved 
me, along with two song suggestions to check out 
on YouTube, before deciding whether you get the 
album. 

Firstly, young people who have had little, if any 
exposure to the name of Jesus, are suddenly 
googling the name 'Jesus' at remarkable levels; 
praise God. Secondly - in a move reminiscent 
of the ironic and prophetic act of Pontius Pilate 
declaring Jesus 'King of the Jews' in Latin, Greek 
and Aramaic, despite their rejection of him - Jesus 
has again been declared King, for all the world 
to see. Though they're unlikely to make it into 
our Christmas services this year, my two song 
recommendations to have a listen to are: 'Selah', 
and 'God Is'.

'Jesus is King' can be purchased on CD, accessed 
via your normal music streaming services, or 
listened to online via YouTube.

REVIEW - JESUS IS KING, KANYE WEST

The Revd Nicholas Lockwood | Priest-in-Charge, Willetton

       9



O
R

D
IN

AT
IO

N
 O

F
 P

R
IE

S
T

S

ORDINATION OF PRIESTS

On 30 November, the Church of God gained three 
new priests – The Revd Jane Hawkins, The Revd 
Peter Hotchkin and The Revd Linda Pilton, who were 
ordained by Archbishop Kay on the feast day of  
St Andrew the Apostle, in St George’s Cathedral.

The Revd Dr Elizabeth Smith, who led the pre-ordination 
retreat at Shoalwater, preached that the new priests 
would need to cultivate theological curiosity and to 
tend all their relationships carefully. Loving the Church 
would also be essential: ‘However eccentric, however 
shabby, however wounded, however infuriating the 
Anglican Church may be, both in our worshipping mode 
and in our organisational, institutional mode, those 
who are ordained are called to love the Church, nearly 
as much as we love Jesus himself’. Helping the Church 
to change would be another responsibility of the new 
priests. ‘Though they each treasure the Church that 
has brought them to this day, Linda, Jane and Peter 
are not in the business of preserving all the inherited 
patterns of that Church. It’s the faith of that Church 
that they will uphold with us. These new priests will 
be products of the change we are all experiencing, and 
they will be agents of the change that the Holy Spirit is 
inviting all of us to embrace.’

The Archbishop was joined by her diocesan priests 
in laying hands on Jane, Peter and Linda who were 
thereby set apart ‘for the office and work of a priest’ 
tasked with: 

 preaching the word of God, 

 leading God’s people in prayer, 

 declaring God’s forgiveness and blessing, 

  and faithfully ministering the sacraments of God’s 
grace 

 with reverence and care.  (The Ordinal)

Jane, Peter and Linda shared and enjoyed their special 
day with the family, friends, mentors, colleagues 
and parishioners who journeyed with them towards 
ordination. The festivities continue with their first 
celebration of the Eucharist at their parishes.

We congratulate Jane, Peter and Linda on their 
ordination to the priesthood, and we pray for God’s 
continued blessings to be upon them and their priestly 
ministry.

 The Revd Jane Hawkins

 Who am I? I am loved as a daughter, a wife, a mother, a priest and a child of God. I am a 
hospital chaplain.  All of these are fundamental to who I am as is my faith in the Triune God. 
As a deacon I have worked as a healthcare chaplain in several public tertiary hospitals, where 
holistic care has been paramount to my practice. All the time, on every step, in every room 
and around every corner, I have experienced the constant companionship of God, Creator, 
Redeemer and friend. As I grow into my priestly ministry and walk in Jesus’ footsteps, to the 
sick, the dying, their families, friends and the staff at Perth Children’s Hospital, I pray that I 
will serve God’s people with compassion, love, grace, mercy and that they will be restored, 
renewed and made whole in Christ.  It has been said that priesthood is the love of the heart 
of Jesus. I look forward, as a chaplain, taking the priestly ministry and sacraments into the 
heart of the world that God so loves.

The Revd Peter Hotchkin

My ordination to the priesthood is the start of a new way of being within the world. As a 
Deacon, I took on the life of a servant in Holy Orders. As a Priest, I take to heart a greater 
sense of responsibility to servant leadership. Those to whom and with whom I minister are 
Christ’s treasure - and they are great people. As I stand at the Church door and look at the 
surrounding suburbs, a solemn awareness rises within me that the people there are my 
parish. Now I have become more fully the ‘person of God’ in the eyes of a world that aches 
for the love of Christ. Having stepped into the Priesthood, there is no turning back on the 
mission of God - to love, to teach, to minister the Sacraments, and to lead the community 
on our journey together.

The Revd Linda Pilton

 Married to Steve, I am a mother of two adult sons and three adult stepsons. I grew up in 
Churches of Christ and was ordained to Churches of Christ ministry in 1995. I have been 
working in Anglican Schools in chaplaincy and teaching RE for the last 16 years. I am currently 
part of the chaplaincy team at Peter Moyes ACS and will begin as chaplain of Perth College 
next year. My worshipping community is St Anselm’s, Kingsley North-Woodvale.  I was 
ordained deacon in February this year.

 A central understanding of priesthood and my sense of call to minister within the Anglican 
Church revolves around the hospitality of Jesus reflected in and focussed on the Eucharist. 
I hope to be a sign of God’s abundant and inclusive love in life and sacramentally. The only 
way that I know this will be possible, is with God’s help and through God’s Community.
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We were in the place understood to be the birth of 
Jesus. It was small, dark, a mud floor, a basic bench 
in the wall for some to sit on. Nothing else. Nothing 
to suggest the momentous event that had happened 
here, so long ago. Because we were not part of a 
tour group, our time was not determined by a Guide, 
rushing us off to see the next ‘must see’ on a tour of 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land. So we sat there. And 
sat there. One tour guide ushered in his group, and, in 
hushed tones, indicating a bench, said, ‘the baby Jesus 
was born there’. Some time later, another group crept 
in, and their tour guide, with equally hushed tones, 
indicating an entirely different spot, said ‘The baby 
Jesus was born there’. 

Even later some German people arrived. They stood, 
in silence, looking at this very ordinary place and then, 
suddenly, spontaneously it seemed, they sang ‘Silent 
Night’ in four-part harmony. It was spine tingling, holy, 
prayer.

This small, unexpected, uncelebrated offering was a 
moment of grace and joy and has remained with me 
since. I think of it each Christmas and remember the 
warmth, the tenderness, the connectedness that 
happened between all who were there. Strangers yet 
friends with a bond, understood and strong. 

This encounter, for me, represents something of what 
Christmas can be about, in and for our community. I 
don’t know about you, but I increasingly worry about 
the direction of our society and our community. Too 
often it seems we are ignoring those who we meet on 
the street, the train, bus, pushing through crowds to do 
the essential shopping that marks this crazy season.

It is too easy to forget the essence, the simplicity of 
what we celebrate. When a baby is born it usually 
brings out the best in us. We are gentle, wondering at 
this miraculous scrap of humanity, we coo, we touch 
with care. We smile at each other, we share delight, 
joy, we are generous, understanding of tiredness, 
accommodating of the unexpected, we are kind. 

This goodness, this gentleness is much needed in our 
world today. And we need to celebrate it where we 
find it. And we do find it in unexpected places. How 
often do you hear passengers thanking the driver 
when they hop off a bus?  How often have you helped, 
or been helped, by someone when gazing at a city 
map wondering where you are? On our streets often 
goodness shines, frequently unnoticed, unseen.

This more observant way of life, where warmth, 
connection, understanding is a gracious way to live 
and be. Christmas can be a season of great stress for 
many. The lonely, the homeless, the bereaved, the 
unemployed, the friendless, those fearing their future, 
those grieving their past. A small act of kindness 
and compassion, a smile, an unexpected gesture of 
generosity can be more valuable than we can possibly 
imagine. 

Maybe we can be a part of a transformation of our 
community this festival season, so that goodness 
may shine on our streets, in our homes and in our 
relationships. After all, a baby marks the beginning of 
a new life, a new creation, and the baby we honour 
brought unimaginable grace and blessing to us all. So, 
let us pass it on, as we give thanks for this birth and 
this gift.

ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL
The Revd Theresa Harvey | Locum Dean
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RETIREMENT OF AN ASC GREAT 
The Revd Peter Laurence OAM | CEO Anglican Schools Commission

Advent is upon us and our schools are getting ready 
to ‘close up shop’ for another year.  The closure 
of 2019 marks a truly significant time for the 
Anglican Schools Commission as our Board Chair,  
Mrs Barbara Godwin OAM, steps down after 35 
years of service to the ASC and 45 years of service 
to independent schooling in Western Australia.

Barbara has served as Chair of the Board since 
2008, but her ASC story started around the 
time the ASC’s story began. In 1985 Barbara 
was appointed Foundation Principal of St Mark’s 
Anglican Community School, the first of our ASC 
schools. Barbara established and developed  
St Mark’s until her retirement from the Principalship 
in 2002. She has served on our Board since 2006.

For 45 years in Western Australia, Barbara has 
made an exceptional contribution to independent 
school education as a Principal, teacher, 
administrator and governor. Indeed, Barbara 
pioneered low-fee Anglican schooling in Australia, 
with St Mark’s paving the way as Australia’s first 
low-fee Anglican school when it opened in 1986. 
Today there are more than 50,000 young men and 
women attending low-fee Anglican schools across 
every state and territory of Australia. Furthermore, 
tens of thousands more boys and girls in other low-
fee faith-based schools modelled on the St Mark’s 
‘formula’ have benefitted since the late 1980s. No 
other individual has done more to bring affordable 
Anglican schooling to a wide cross-section of 
society than Barbara.

Through Barbara’s exceptional and visionary 
leadership, St Mark’s became not only the model 
for other low-fee Anglican schools across Western 
Australia, but also the model for low-fee schooling 
throughout the nation. This model involved keeping 
tuition fees low so that a wide cross-section of 
society could access quality faith-based schooling. 
Such a vision could only be achieved by carefully 
containing costs and re-introducing the concept 
of parental involvement in which all parents 
contributed a certain number of hours per year 
to the school (many based around their particular 
trade or profession), enabling the school to reduce 
staffing costs. This model has been adopted 
more widely since that time. Such a concept had 
the added benefit of ensuring that parents were 
directly involved in their child’s education.

On her ‘first retirement’ in 2002, Barbara wanted 

a break after her long and distinguished career as 
Founding Principal of St Mark’s, but it didn’t take 
long to lure her back to the ASC with an offer to 
join the Board.

In 2014 Barbara was awarded a Medal of the Order 
of Australia for her contribution to education and 
the Anglican Church. Earlier this year she was 
awarded Anglican Schools Australia’s highest 
recognition, being made a Life Member.

Words that come to mind about Barbara are these 
. . . wise, caring, insightful, committed, mission-
driven, faithful, grammatically correct (always), 
patient, fun, family-centred, deeply principled, 
Anglican, a gifted public speaker, inspirational, 
energetic, loving. Her life and ministry of service 
truly embodies the biblical imperative for all 
Christians to love and serve their God and love 
and serve their neighbour. Barbara is an Anglican 
through and through. Her faith underpins her 
decision-making, it underpins her life and sits at 
the heart of who she is. She deeply cherishes the 
richness of the Anglican tradition, Anglican reason 
and Anglican worship. 

The ASC family joins the Diocesan family to say 
thank you to Mrs Barbara Godwin OAM for being a 
good and faithful servant to schools and the church 
in Perth for 45 years. We wish her a long and happy 
‘second retirement’.

To all in our schools and beyond, I wish you a blessed 
Christmas full of joy and wonder, and a New Year 
which brings renewal, hope and opportunity for 
you and those you love.
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Mark Glasson | CEO Anglicare WA

With Christmas around the corner, we’re now 
approaching the time of year when, sadly, we see the 
most incidents of family and domestic violence.

It’s the most stressful time of year for families affected 
by relationship and financial difficulties and alcohol 
misuse. Anglicare WA is there for these families and 
children in their greatest time of need.  We know that 
in one in four homes, there is a young life torn apart 
by family and domestic violence. With the generous 
support of our community, Counsellors from Anglicare 
WA’s Young Hearts program are working to stop the 
cycle of abuse that’s shattered lives for generations.

Let me share a story from one of our Young Hearts 
Counsellors.

11-year-old Bianca* was too scared to be left in a room 
on her own. Too frightened to sleep in her own bedroom, 
or go to sleepovers with friends. Too traumatised to 
enjoy the simple pleasures of childhood. 

Like all children, Bianca just wanted to be loved and 
cared for. To grow, learn and develop in a safe and 
nurturing space.  Heartbreakingly, all these things are 
taken from children when violence enters the family 
home.

If children like Bianca receive counselling early through 
Young Hearts, they get to work through the traumas 
they’ve experienced using play and art therapy. Children 
get the tools to help them build healthy relationships. 
They also develop the essential skills they need to 
thrive in the future.

The relationship between Bianca and her mum Lana* 
had been completely broken. Lana felt she had let 
Bianca down and she felt helpless:

‘That’s when we were referred to Anglicare 
WA’s Young Hearts team, and Bianca finally felt 
safe enough to open up and start talking about 
her fears and anxieties.

“I don’t know how I can begin to thank Young 
Hearts. They’ve changed Bianca’s life and ours.’

Young Hearts receives no government funding and so 
in times of need I turn to kind-hearted people from the 
Anglican community for support.  I don’t want to ever 
have to tell a mother and daughter like Lana and Bianca 
that we can’t help them. Not when I know that lives can 
be changed by our Young Hearts counsellors.

After Bianca’s first few sessions, we were thrilled to 
hear these words from her mum:

‘Bianca is less angry and behaving more like 
a normal 11-year-old kid. She’s even started 
communicating with me. We have a special 
book to write notes to each other. We place 
notes on each other’s pillows.’

I’m so proud of the team at Young Hearts. They work so 
hard and deal with some of the most heart-wrenching 
accounts of violence and abuse. They give every 
vulnerable child the time, care and attention they need 
to feel safe and find the strength to achieve their hopes 
and dreams. 

This Christmas, we invite you, as part of our Anglican 
Community, to join us in this important work. Please 
consider contributing to Anglicare WA’s Christmas 
appeal so we can support children like Bianca, and her 
family.

Please visit: www.anglicarewa.org.au 

Thank you for your support and I wish you much joy and 
a holy Christmas.

*Names changed to protect privacy.
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WE'RE BY THEIR SIDE THIS CHRISTMAS 
Joe Calleja | Interim CEO St Bart’s

Things always seem a little easier to handle when 
there’s someone by your side, especially at this time 
of year as Christmas draws near and people are 
often missing loved ones. 

Each year we take pride in giving our clients and 
residents at St Bart’s a spark of Christmas joy as we 
organise the delivery of approximately 500 Christmas 
hampers. Packed full of donated items including 
essential toiletries as well as a special little gift and 
treat, these hampers are more often than not the 
only gift they receive at Christmas time and go a 
long way in easing the burden and putting a smile 
on their faces. 

We are accepting donations between 2-14 December 
and encourage everyone in our giving community 
to rally their family and friends to support us in this. 
If any Parishes would like to get involved by filling 

up complete hampers, please let us know and we’ll 
provide you with the hamper bags. 

Our Anglican community has always been generous 
in their donation of funds and volunteering their time 
with St Bart’s, as we work towards a world where 
everyone has a home. We ask that, particularly at 
this time of year, you keep the people we support 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

If you would like to make a donation to the 
people in our services this Christmas, please visit  
stbarts.org.au or get in touch with us by calling 
9323 5100.

On behalf of the Board, management, all staff, 
clients and residents, we wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year, and we look 
forward to continuing to strengthen our relationships 
with you in 2020.
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LIFE’S RICH TAPESTRY SERVES 
AS INSPIRATION  
Stephanie Buckland | CEO Amana Living

One of the biggest joys of working at Amana 
Living is the opportunity to meet people from 
all walks of life.   They are a huge inspiration for 
me personally but also for our people who work 
across Amana Living’s residential care centres, 
home care services, day clubs and retirement 
villages. Today, I’ll share a few of the stories 
about the people who motivate us every day.

Recently, I visited Lady McCusker Village to 
meet Fred Gfeller. Fred came to Australia from 
Switzerland seeking a new start in life.  He served 
with the Australian Army Band for 22 years and 
this experience gave Fred a strong sense of 
Australian mateship, motivating him to dedicate 
his life to honouring the Diggers. As a result, 
Fred has established a Garden of Remembrance 
at Lady McCusker Village which has become 
the center of all ANZAC Day and Remembrance 
Day services.   We’ve been hugely impressed by 
Fred’s drive and passion.

At the opposite end of the freeway, there is  
Viv Ferguson at Wearne House in Mandurah. Viv 
starts her day with exercises in her room, enjoys 

taking part in the stretch and strength classes 
run by our therapy team, and works out on the 
treadmill at the local gym every week.  This isn’t 
remarkable until you learn that Viv is 102. Viv is 
full of life and reminds us that age isn’t a barrier 
to doing what you love. 

As well as individual highlights, there are stories 
of how residents support each other to try new 
things. Eleven residents from Thomas Scott 
Hostel in Camillo agreed to take part in a choir 
with students from John Wollaston Anglican 
Community School. Many of the residents had 
never sung in a choir before but they decided 
to give it a go and the choir, Generation Joy, 
performed at the recent Anglicare Australia 
conference. They all loved singing with the 
children and didn’t let anything stop them.  

These are just some of the individuals among the 
thousands of people we support who inspire us 
every day.   We are fortunate to get to know them 
and to be a part of their lives; one of the great 
privileges of working in aged care.
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LOVE THE WAY YOU LIVE!

OVER 55s RETIREMENT VILLAGES 
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

1300 26 26 26
amanaliving.com.au

DUNCRAIG
Lady McCusker Village

AUSTRALIND
Treendale Village

KARRINYUP 
Moline Village

MOSMAN PARK 
Dorothy Genders Village

1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments 
from $199,000
A social and community-minded village 
surrounded by parklands, playing fields and 
nature reserves. Moline Village is within easy 
reach of the popular Karrinyup Shopping  
Centre and local transport, and a short drive  
to Scarborough and Trigg Beach.

Facilities include a swimming pool, mini golf, 
library, village shop, hairdressers and beautician.

1 Bedroom Unit from $179,000
Dorothy Genders Village is in an attractive 
quiet location between river and sea.

Just a few minutes from the Swan River on 
one side and 4kms from the coast on the 
other, residents enjoy a healthy and relaxed 
lifestyle. 

Local shops are a 10 minute stroll away and 
can be reached by public transport.

Villas and Apartments from $210,000
Meadow Springs Village is ideal for the sports 
enthusiast, adjacent to Meadow Springs  
Golf Club and close to beaches. The village is 
within walking distance of a Shopping Centre 
and Medical Centre, and just minutes from 
Mandurah town centre.

Facilities include a swimming pool, bowling 
green, library, gym and clubhouse.

2 Bedrooms + Study from $699,000
Villa in small group of 6 located on the banks 
of Canning River.  

2 spacious bedrooms, study, semi-ensuite 
bathroom, Chef’s Kitchen, stone bench top, 
plenty of storage, large pantry, full swing  
corner pull out cabinets. 

Double garage with extra storage and low 
maintenance gardens.

MANDURAH
Meadow Springs Village

SALTER POINT
Peter Arney Village

Contact Sandra on 0448 915 968

Contact Jo on 0417 061 573

Contact Sandra on 0448 915 968 

Contact Laura on 0459 819 169

For the latest tour times please visit amanaliving.com.au/tourtimes

Contact Elaine on 0407 316 964

Contact Sandra on 0448 915 968

2/3 Bedroom Villas from $449,000
This intimate village is located in Perth’s  
leafy northern coastal suburb of Duncraig.  
The boutique villas offer a sanctuary, while the 
village is conveniently located close to public 
transport, parklands, Hillarys Boat Harbour and 
a short drive to Whitford Shopping Centre

Facilities include a clubhouse, gated security, 
swimming pool, lounge/dining areas and 
kitchen facilities.

3 Bedroom Deluxe Houses 
from $359,000
A resort-style village located just north of 
Bunbury, boasting wide streets, detached 
homes, and a high quality leisure centre.  
This village offers a lock-up and leave lifestyle 
with secure caravan and boat storage.

Facilities include a swimming pool, spa, gym, 
theatre room, bowling green, games area,  
and a residents’ workshop.

Amana Living offers small and welcoming villages 
in 17 convenient locations throughout WA.  

Our villages are full of life and community spirit,  
with new friends to make and plenty to keep you  
active. Whether it’s a coastal resort you’re looking 
for or country living, we’ve got a home for you.



FLIES  
The Revd Dr Elizabeth J Smith | Senior Mission Priest | Parish of The Goldfields

The little bush flies come to greet me with 
astonishing persistence. They are small and very 
sticky. If they buzz, I cannot hear them. We call 
it ‘the great Australian salute,’ the windscreen-
wiper-action hand gesture we all use, trying to 
wave them away. It is futile, though; the flies 
keep coming back to their targets. They crave the 
moisture sources of my eyes, nostrils, mouth, 
even the sweat on my bare skin. The flies own the 
territory. On my early morning walk, despite the 
breeze, they descend on me. The only solution is 
to drape a fine mesh fly-net over the brim of my 
hat. Then I go cross-eyed, counting the would-be 
invaders as they cling to the outside of the net 
in their frustration, still hoping, somehow, to get 
through.

At the end of my walk, I do a frenzied kind of dance 
as I take off my hat and net and try to brush off 
the rest of my sticky companions. I slap my back, 
brush down my arms, and leap into the car in a 
vain attempt to leave all the flies outside. One or 
two always sneak in with me, though. They taunt 
me, crawling across the windscreen and refusing 
to be blasted out the windows, no matter what 
I try. Who knows where the flies come from, in 
their countless billions? I think bad thoughts about 
the dog owners who haven’t bothered to scoop 
the poop of their pooches in the bushland park, 
despite the free plastic bags and the convenient 
bins provided. But those prime fly housing estates 

can’t account for all the airborne attackers, and 
there were flies in the bush long before there 
were dogs and their walkers around town.

In Advent, where judgement and mercy are 
themes of the season, I do another kind of dance 
with the clinging sins that just won’t go away. My 
own bad habits buzz around: a critical spirit, a fear 
of failure, a tendency to self-sufficiency. The stinky 
deposits of the culture I live in generate more 
misery: the worship of wealth and celebrity, the 
grudging, suspicious attitudes to strangers, the 
toxic debris of invasion and colonisation. They zero 
in on my vulnerable soul, carrying the contagion of 
our collective anger, greed and complacency. 

No frenzied effort or systematic plan of ours can 
stamp out or wave away all these pesky invaders. 
We need God’s intervention. In the bush-fly 
metaphor, perhaps God’s radical forgiveness 
would look like a spray of knock-‘em-dead 
insecticide, or a well-wielded fly swat that clears 
the room of the sins that buzz around and harass 
us. But our spiritual lives are not lived in a closed 
room. We live in a wide-open world where new 
bad behaviours and attitudes breed in and around 
us every day. The Holy Spirit is our shielding net, 
God’s gift of protection against each new wave 
of sins. Thanks to the Spirit, we have a little holy, 
healing space to breathe and think and pray.
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OUR RICH LITURGICAL HERITAGE 
The Rt Revd Dr Peter Brain 

‘Cheer up: you’re a worse sinner than you ever 
dared imagine, but you’re more loved than you 
ever dared hoped.’  

I don’t think Jack Miller was an Anglican but his 
cheer up greeting rings truer to reality and our 
liturgies than sentimental greetings like ‘happy 
holidays’, ‘Christmas is for children’ and ‘Christmas 
is for giving’. Consider for a moment the total lack 
of self-congratulation and honest diagnosis when 
we pray: Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word and 
deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbour as ourselves and the amazing 
grace of our Lord’s words this is my blood of the 
new covenant shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. There is nothing in the world, 
no gift so precious, as the Saviour who, though 
He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, nevertheless came for us and for 
our salvation…from heaven to bring us into his 
kingdom that will have no end.

Our liturgies plumb the depths of our sinfulness 
and scale the heights of God’s love to us in Christ, 
in order to provide us with cheer in all the changes 
and chances of this fleeting world. Consider these 
promises from the 1st Orders words of assurance 
for those who truly turn to Christ. We are reminded 
that the Saviour who so humbly came bids us 
come (to me), neither with pride, but as those 
who labour and are heavy laden, nor with fear, but 
with the promise and I will give you rest ringing in 
our ears. Lest we feel we have a natural right to 
these riches we have to first declare our spiritual 
bankruptcy in order to receive Christ’s manifold 
and great mercies and enjoy the assurance that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. No circumstance, good or bad, 

can rob us of this joyful assurance, since Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners and on 
the basis of his perfect offering for our sins, we 
have an advocate with the Father. 

There is so much to be cheerful about, at Christmas 
and every other day and season of our lives. 
Thankfully Christmas is not just for children. But 
it is about the Child and the invitation to become   
children of God through new birth. We have every 
reason to be cheerful as we pray: Almighty God, 
who gave your only begotten Son to take our 
nature upon Him and as at this time to be born 
of the virgin Mary: grant that we being born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, may 
daily be renewed by our Holy Spirit. We might even 
consider using this ‘cheer-up’ greeting in our cards 
or table decorations as a way of helping our friends 
come to grips with their spiritual poverty, so that 
they might claim the real riches that Christ holds 
out to self-confessed bankrupts. There is plenty 
of synthetic and temporal cheer on offer each 
Christmas, but among us cheer is found in God’s 
love demonstrated in Christ’s humble coming, his 
bearing sin’s penalty upon the Cross, and the daily 
experience of the Holy Spirit’s presence, ‘to cheer 
and to guide’.  Cheer up friends. This is wonderfully 
real and enduring. 

A Christmas acrostic
Christ
Has
Revealed
In
Simple
Terms the
Means of
Attaining
Salvation
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There are things that I’m not sure if I will ever get 
used to about Australia, the most obvious one is 
the vastness. Coming from a country where I can 
drive from one side to the other in just over two 
hours, it still amazes me that 600km later I'm still 
drinking water that is pumped from Perth!

I wasn't sure what to expect when Elizabeth Smith 
initially invited me to come and see Kalgoorlie. 
Having studied geology a long time ago at 
university, I was genuinely excited to be going to 
the home of the legendary ‘Super Pit’. 

On the flight, I remembered how my lecturers had 
described what life in a mining town was like and 
how it wasn't always a place you would want to 
live, never mind raise a family.

With this in mind, I thought I was mentally prepared 
for what I would find on my trip out east. Having 
worked in numerous areas of need and deprivation 
in Northern Ireland, I thought I knew what to 
expect. But after being there for only a short time, I 
was surprised how familiar it felt and how ingrained 
the Church was into the fabric of the town. 

Like several other Anglican parishes, the 
worshipping community is small. But when you 
look at the impact this little congregation is having 
in the broader community, especially regarding 
children and families, it's undoubtedly punching 
above its weight!

During my time in the Goldfields, I heard stories 
from the Anglicare Locality Manager of how the 
parish plays its part in supporting and advocates for 
the needs of young people and their families in a 
range of ways in the community. I also heard how 
the parish practically supports some of the local 
schools by providing them with essentials that 
many of us take for granted. 

One of the highlights was spending time with the 
Friday night church community who ranged from 
young to old. Although small in numbers, it was 
clear that God was present with us as we reflected 
on those local saints who had gone before us and 
how they had lived lives that were empowered by 
faith in Christ. 

The lasting memory I have from this trip is how a 
small parish with limited resources is making such 
a positive impact. Kalgoorlie might not be at the 
top of everyone's top five holiday destinations, but 
it might be if you wanted to see how the church 
can be a real beacon of hope in the community that 
surrounds it, especially when families are present.

Mark is always available to support you or your 
parish by simply making contact with the ACYM 
office on +61 (08) 9425 7278 or info@acym.perth.
anglican.org

ANGLICAN CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
MINISTRIES
Mark Davis | Team Leader ACYM
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In 1894 the Midland Railway Company named the railway 
station at the junction of the Government and private 
lines Midland Junction, yet when a Municipality was 
declared in 1895 it was named Helena Vale. In 1901 its 
name was changed to match the railway station’s name 
and was finally shortened to Midland in 1961.

The Bishop’s Report to Synod in October 1893 stated 
that ‘a temporary building to serve both as a school 
room and for church services is also about to be erected 
at the junction of the Midland and Eastern railways’ 
the site being the present Ascension Park on Lot 164. 
Services were held by the Rector of Swan Parish and on 
Sunday 21 October 1894 the first church was opened, 
although the 1937 Year Book claims that it was licensed 
in June 1893 – the Diocese of Perth, Western Australia, 
Quarterly Magazine appears to back up this theory. It 
eventually became the parish hall but was condemned 
in 1903 and sold in 1904.

The Swan Express dated 21 November 1903 reported: 
‘The old Anglican Hall at the intersection of Newcastle 
and Spring Park Roads was sold recently by Messrs W.H. 
and J. de B. Morrison. Messrs Brown and Sewell were 
the purchasers at £23 10s. The removal of the building, 
which will shortly be effected, disposes of a landmark 
and a building in which a good deal of the history of public 
life on Midland Junction has been made. The progress 
of the town has rendered its removal necessary; the 
building having become much dilapidated’.

The present building is said to be designed from the 
6th to 7th century Basilica of St Clement in Rome.  
Plans were prepared by Messrs Ernest Wilkinson and 
Smith and it cost £1,600 to erect. Bishop Riley blessed 
the foundation stone on Saturday 12 November 1898, 
it being laid by Walter Padbury, and consecrated the 
building on Wednesday 2 February 1899. 

The bell was the gift of Walter Padbury and the original 
bell tower was given by Colonel Haynes. The font 
appears to have been dedicated on 21 October 1900. 
A lectern, carved by Messrs E J Bickford & Co in memory 
of Mrs Hummerston, was dedicated by Bishop Riley on 
31 March 1901 and a new organ was installed in April 
1905. On 22 October 1911 he dedicated a memorial to 
L G Vincent. A missal stand in memory of W G Moore 
was dedicated by Bishop Riley on 08 March 1914. The 
Revd T S Groser gave a Credence Table in 1916 that he 
had made. T W Roach made a Pulpit in 1916. Thirty-
four memorial pews were dedicated on 18 November 
1917 by Archbishop Riley. An Honour Roll and a stained-
glass window in the Lady Chapel given in memory of  
Vivian Belton Daniel (husband of Groser’s daughter) were 

dedicated by Archbishop Riley on 11 January 1920. In 
1927 a brass processional cross, candlesticks for both 
altars and a new organ were installed. On 25 January 
1929 a new altar cross, the gift of Mrs Warner of the 
UK, and a pulpit crucifix were dedicated – this latter was 
in memory of Margaret Emily Rickett. An altar missal 
stand in memory of William George and a credence table 
in memory of Ronald Twogood. The refurbished Lady 
Chapel was dedicated by Canon Collick on 4 September 
1929 and a children’s altar was dedicated on 15 February 
1930.

The west end was completed in 1965 and tiles replaced 
the former corrugated iron roof. On 22 August 1965 
Archbishop Appleton dedicated the new porch. The 
former Congregational Church was purchased in 1938 
and served as the parish hall.  A new brick hall was 
erected on Spring Park Road opposite the church, the 
foundation stone being laid by Archbishop Moline on 
9 June 1956.  A branch of The Mothers’ Union was 
formed in 1908.

PARISH OF MIDLAND
From notes given to Anglican Archives by Fr Ted Doncaster (6 August 2010) 

On 22 August 1965 Archbishop Appleton dedicated the 
new west end

The photograph above was taken before that date and that 
below afterwards.
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The Anglican portion of the Midland Junction Cemetery 
was consecrated by Archbishop Riley on 30 July 1916.

The rectory was built at 43 Spring Park Road in 1905 
and was in use until being replaced by a new one behind 
the Parish Hall at 1 Burgess Street in the 1960s. This 
in turn was replaced by the house built at 95 Blanchard 
Road in Swan View in the 1980s. The parish still owns 
the property but is not using it as the rectory.

The Revd W F Marshall was appointed in 1892 to minister 
to the ‘newly-formed Helena District comprising the 
timber stations along the railway to the east of Guildford 
and the Canning timber stations further south’. Midland 
Junction was in the Swan Parish from 1895 to 1901 
when it was made a Parochial District and included 
Bellevue and Darlington.  The Parish of Midland was 
established in 1916.  Gidgegannup has been a part of 
the parish since 1975.

Christmas Outreach in the Parish of Midland

Every year the Parish of Midland distributes Ascension 
Food Relief Christmas Hampers.  Donations come from 
Guildford Grammar School, Woodbridge Primary School, 
as well as other parishes and churches.  Anglicare WA 
makes significant a grant towards this annual outreach.  
The parish is also involved in the Christmas Carols by 
Torch Light event held at Midland Oval.

 

 Photograph from West Australian Church News in the 1930s
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1 Archbishop  Serpentine-Jarrahdale

 Bishop Jeremy  Joondalup

 Bishop Kate  Kallaroo

8 Archbishop  Hilton and Spearwood

 Bishop Jeremy  Balga-Mirrabooka – Sudanese congregation

 Bishop Kate  Mundaring

15 Archbishop  Wongan Hills-Dalwallinu

 Bishop Jeremy  Northam

 Bishop Kate  Thornlie-Kenwick-Huntingdale

   Maddington

 

22 Archbishop  Beaconsfield

 Bishop Jeremy  Beverley-Brookton

 Bishop Kate  Serpentine-Jarrahdale

   St George’s Cathedral, Festival of Lessons and Carols

25 Christmas Day

 Archbishop  St George’s Cathedral

 Bishop Jeremy  Quinns-Butler

 Bishop Kate  Kensington

CLERGY NEWS 
APPOINTMENTS
The Reverend Brett Gibson Priest-in-Charge, Canning 15.01.20
The Reverend Jeff Astfalck Priest-in-Charge, Armadale 15.01.20

LOCUM TENENS
The Reverend Wendy Gilbert Applecross 25.11.19 – 31.05.20
The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM Mosman Park 15.01.20 – 30.06.20

RESIGNATION
The Reverend Canon Dr John Dunnill Canon of St George’s Cathedral

PERMISSION TO OFFICIATE
The Reverend Ross Kilpatrick  23.10.19

LAY NEWS
Appointments
Ms Kim Brooklyn Chief Executive Officer, 
  Parkerville Children and Youth Care 04.11.19
Ms Sam Drury Chief Executive Officer, St Bart’s 13.01.20

RIP
The Reverend John Hewitson  02.11.19
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THE END OF AN ERA
Jan McNamara | GFS Past Diocesan Chair (1993-2002 & 2008), Past National Chair (1994-97), Life Member Perth Diocese

How do you express your feelings at the loss of 
something dear to you?  I refer to the landmark of 
the Girls’ Friendly Society Lodge at 240 Adelaide 
Terrace Perth which has recently been sold.  This 
was not just a Hostel but a home to many hundreds 
of girls and young women over many years and 
more recently for males and females.

GFS was founded in England in 1875, initially for 
young women, but the founder, Mrs Mary Elizabeth 
Townsend, believed that from the very earliest days 
that young girls from eight years should be included.  
This would give them the Christian influence of GFS 
in their lives from an early age.   The Society quickly 
spread to Australia and other parts of the world as a 
supportive arm of the Anglican Church.

The first President of GFS in Perth was Mrs Riley, 
wife of Archbishop C O L Riley, for 25 years from 
1903.  In her time she helped develop even closer 
links between the Society and the Anglican Church.  
GFS in England successfully ran Lodges for young 
women away from home and the need for a Lodge 
in Perth was clearly seen.  A proposal in 1913 from 
the Claremont GFS Parish Branch ‘That all branches 
make a great effort to raise funds for a central 
Lodge’ was passed.  Through the generosity of  
Richard Vincent and William Loton they advanced 
GFS the money to purchase 240 Adelaide Terrace, 
which was originally the home of Captain John 
Septimus Roe, the first Surveyor General in Western 
Australia.  After extensive renovations the Lodge 

was officially opened by the Governor, Sir Harry 
Barron on 5 June 1915.

My early recollection of the Lodge goes back to 
1951 as an eight-year-old GFS member at St Peter’s 
Mt Hawthorn.  GFS Branches back then still took 
an interest in the Lodge by providing furnishings 
and other items.  I witnessed the opening of the 
new wing (Ethel Burt Wing) built at the back of 
the property in the 1960s that provided further 
accommodation over three floors for 45 girls.  With 
the new and old building accommodation could now 
house 62 residents.  My visits to the Lodge were 
frequent when I assisted Mrs Trixie Reynolds, a Life 
Member of GFS, to provide activities for the girls 
at weekends. In 1979 I was an Executive Member 
when the decision was made by the GFS Council 
to demolish the original Lodge building that faced 
Adelaide Terrace.  The responsibility of the Executive 
was the new building which was designed by the 
architect, Mr George Winning.  The building was 
opened and blessed by the Archbishop of Perth, 
The Most Revd Geoffrey Sambell, on 23 November 
1980.  Archbishop Sambell’s short talk touched me 
to the point I accepted the role as Supervisor of the 
Lodge. 

The new building had provision for the GFS 
Headquarters bringing the two arms of the Society 
into a closer working relationship. So not only the 
Lodge will be missed but a GFS Headquarters in a 
centrally located position in Perth will be.  

G
F

S

       23



THE MEANING IS IN THE WAITING, THE SPIRIT OF ADVENT
Paula Gooder

Whilst this book was first published a few years ago, it has been so well received 
that this new 2019 print run has just hit the bookshops. If you have not already 
discovered this treasure, fresh stocks have just arrived at St John’s Books. 
Paula Gooder’s Advent book is one of the most captivating and relevant books 
published.

Thoughtfully and meditatively, Paula invites the reader to explore the season’s 
central theme of waiting; something most of us are not good at! Here we 
consider what it means to be waiting, in the company of Biblical characters from 
the Old and New Testament.

Comprising four chapters (one for each week of Advent) each is packed with a 
creative and inspirational selection of biblical reflections, meditations, questions, 
and commentary. As each chapter in turn is split into six sections, we are 
fortunate that Paula also includes a “How to use this book” chapter which will be 
helpful both for group studies and people who just want to dip into this exciting 
and fulfilling book.

With insight, personal anecdotes and humour, Paula leads us through the themes 
of “Waiting” and in conclusion, prays with R S Thomas:

Prompt me, God:

But not yet. When I speak,

Though it be you who speak

Through me, something is lost.

The meaning is in the waiting.

A great opportunity to obtain what is often referred to as the best introduction 
to meditation.

John Main is considered one of the greatest spiritual teachers of last century as 
he restored something which had been lost to most of the Church. This was the 
ancient way of Christian meditation, gaining focus and setting aside thoughts 
and distractions. He saw meditation as the supremely incarnate way of prayer, 
taking the person as a whole into wholeness, into a harmony of body, mind and 
spirit. 

This book is a collection of his talks, twenty in all and it is useful to remember 
that they were first delivered to people sitting in readiness for meditation. 
Laurence Freeman OSB introduces the twenty talks with a superb introductory 
essay which ably describes John Main’s approach.

It is Lawrence Freeman who followed in the late John Main’s footsteps and who 
has links to Perth and Fremantle where he has visited many times, conducting 
workshops and talks.  

This book is a starting point, an excellent introduction to meditation, equally 
suitable for an individual or a group. Whilst many meditations will be conducted 
in a group situation, these talks can be useful for an individual to start each 
session. The chapters cover all the questions one might have about meditation 
and can be summarised in his main teachings which are silence, stillness and 
simplicity. To meditate one has to learn to be silent and not to be afraid of silence.

WORD MADE FLESH
John Main

John Main

Paula Gooder
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$10.00
Special Price for 
December 2019

$21.00

                Shirley Claughton
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McGirr is a teacher at a Melbourne school, father of three and lifelong lover of literature. 
His background is remarkable. Having trained as a Jesuit, he left the priesthood just 
before he turned 40. A prolific reviewer of books, publisher of Eureka Street, and 
author of several best-sellers, he has now combined his knowledge and love of 
literature together with his significant theological understanding and strong sense of 
spirituality, to produce this wonderful, enticing and satisfying 300-page book.

‘Reading is as much a part of investing in yourself as are gyms, financial planning and 
relationships.'

He chooses forty texts that enriched him – he says he could easily have chosen forty 
more . . . and forty more.

We first meet a student, Antonio, who he finds ‘a little authoritarian but not 
unkind’. Antonio was against safe injecting spaces, wanted rapid solutions to youth 
homelessness, and saw crime as never far from its shadow - punishment.

Antonio had just received excellent marks in his English exam but admitted that he had 
not ever read the set book, To Kill a Mockingbird. He only learnt the plot summaries 
on Google! McGirr suggests that had Antonio read the book he might have had, for 
example, some empathy and understanding of the drug-dependent around us without 
jumping to cut and dried solutions.

This book, says McGirr, is ‘about why Antonio should have read -really read, To Kill a 
Mockingbird’.

An hilarious trip into Margaret Atwood’s Hag-Seed is the retelling of Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest and includes laugh-out-loud examples of questionable language. Atwood 
centres her novel on a production of The Tempest inside a jail. If the cast want to 
swear, they can only use the curse words found in The Tempest. The examples here 
are very funny and, like nearly every book mentioned, entice us to want to read (or 
re-read) that entire book.

Included are authors such as Dorothy Day, Thomas Merton, Leo Tolstoy, Jane Austen 
and J K Rowling. McGirr admits he must have been the last person to join the Harry 
Potter bandwagon. He compares Rowling to Tolkien as she creates a narrative that 
embraces an understanding of the whole of life, not just her corner of it. All the 
incidents of the Harry Potter stories ‘fall under an overarching sense of right and 
wrong and the significance of moral choices’. Each of the forty chapters introduces 
novels, authors, characters and spin-offs. McGirr says Tim Winton once told him that 
he has never read a book without learning at least something.

Each chapter will stretch the mind and also the available space on your bookshelf. 

TORTURED FOR CHRIST
Richard Wurmbrand

Over 50 years ago Richard Wurmbrand visited Australia 
and told his story of imprisonment in Rumania under 
Communist rule. His book became a best seller that 
encouraged and challenged Christians in the West. 
Encouraged as we marvelled and thanked God for the 
faithfulness of Christians in prison and for their bravery 
as they continued to worship and confess Christ as Lord. 
We were challenged as to the vitality and conviction of our own stand for Christ. A 
few weeks ago I found an old second-hand copy and have re-read it to my great profit. 
I was overjoyed to learn that it is still available in paperback, and am convinced that we 
who are facing opposition, not from communism but secular humanism, will find steel 
to strengthen our hearts, love for those who oppose the Lord Jesus and confidence 
to share the gospel through reading Pastor Wurmbrand’s testimony to God’s unfailing 
faithfulness.

BOOKS THAT SAVED MY LIFE
Reading for Wisdom, Solace and Pleasure 

Michael McGirr

Richard Wurmbrand

Michael McGirr

BOOK REVIEWS

Published by

David Cook

139 pages

$34.95 
hardcover

$23.95 
Paperback
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Congratulations to Matt Warth and his family of 
Wickham Parish who was named 2019 Citizen of 
the Year from the Wickham Community Association, 
nominated by our local City Councillor Kelly Nunn, the 
deputy Mayor of the City of Karratha. 

Matt and his wife Naomi with their two sons, have 
lived in Wickham for the past three years, assisting 
the Anglican Community Chaplain The Revd Richard 
Goscombe in various capacities. Matt received the 
award for his involvement as a volunteer in the local 
school, in Junior Sport, the senior Football Club, 
and general community work including distributing 
emergency supplies to those in need from the church’s 
warehouse. Matt is currently serving as Chaplain at 
both Karratha Senior High School and Karratha Primary 
School (two days each).  Since the departure of the 
Goscombes he and Naomi, an administrative officer 
at Roebourne Regional Prison, are conducting church 
services in Wickham, with guidance from The Revd 
Frank Nicol, Karratha Anglican Church.

In October, Ian and Ngaire Jeffrey were in Broome 
and Kununurra for three weeks administering Safe 
Ministry Training to church members. Ian, an architect, 
is inspecting the fabric of the churches and rectories/
church houses to develop a maintenance plan. After 
one week back in Geraldton, they drove to Karratha to 

attend a Pilbara Archdeaconry gathering, where once 
again Ngaire provided Safe Ministry Training for the 
ministers. 

Dongara Church is grateful to God for the appointment 
of a young couple, Matt and Leonie Morrison from 
Sydney, beginning in the new year, to replace the 
Mitchells who left in June.

Broome’s Church of the Annunciation, a simple 
timber and corrugated iron building 116 years old, has 
just been refurbished, which included restoring and 
moving the bell tower, housing a 250kg bronze bell 
with an impressive pedigree. Heritage carpenter Jack 
Baker discovered an inscription cast on the bell stating 
the number 287, the date 1902 and the name of the 
foundry, John Taylor and Company of Loughborough 
England. It also stated that the bell was presented to 
the Anglican Church in Broome WA by Siebe Gorman 
and Company, London. In the early 1900s Broome’s 
pearling industry expanded to the point that it became 
the major source of the world’s pearl shell. With 
fortunes flowing out of Broome it was a good time 
for the company which developed the diving helmet 
synonymous with pearl diving, to give back to the 
community; consequently, Siebe Gorman supplied the 
church bell to the Broome Community. The connection 
to what were two of the world’s leading companies in 
their fields makes this a church bell like no other!

The Geraldton Inaugural Mayoral Prayer Breakfast 
was conducted in September by the Geraldton 
Ministers’ Fellowship, with Mayor Shane van Styn 
and 55 delegates from civic, church and aged care 
interests participating. The theme was ‘Ageing in the 
Community’, with guest speaker Russell Bricknell, 
CEO of Baptist Care WA, providing an insightful, 
informative, thought provoking address. It was a 
successful outreach and community building venture.

‘They shall call His name Immanuel’ which translated 
means ‘God with us’!

Matthew 3:23b

Have a blessed Christmas with Jesus!

For more news about the North West visit anglicandnwa.org |      @northwestanglicans
or sign up to receive the North West Network magazine
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BUNBURY BULLETIN 
The Revd Dr Lucy Morris

The Anglican Diocese of Bunbury celebrated the 
ordination of Mrs Justine Richmond as Deacon from 
the Busselton Parish and The Revd Paul Bartley as 
Priest from the Oyster Harbour Parish in St Boniface 
Cathedral Bunbury on 16 November 2019.   

Also in early November, the annual Diocesan Clergy 
Conference was held over three days.  Guest speaker, 
The Revd Jeni Goring, Senior Chaplain Amana Living 
briefed clergy on the implications of the proposed 
Voluntary Assisted Dying bill currently before the 
WA Parliament.  The Diocese is thinking through the 
implications of the Bill for all its people and clergy.  
Everyone was very appreciative of Jeni’s reflections 
and it was good to be given an update on Amana 
Living’s invaluable work with our older family members.   
Parishes around the Diocese joined in with prayers on 
Amana Living Sunday as we gave thanks for staff and 
all who use its services. 

Boniface Care is the Diocese’s Ministry support 
organisation which works with parishes to assist and 

help those who are struggling with life’s circumstances.  
Boniface Care works closely with Anglicare WA in the 
delivery of Emergency Relief with much needed funds 
coming from Lotterywest WA to support this ministry 
across the South West and Great Southern regions.  

Parishes are seeing increasing numbers of people 
seeking help and support through Emergency Relief 
delivered by volunteers and includes the Christmas 
Hampers Drive which is a significant focus for many 
parishes who work to support their communities with 
financial donations, food and toys.  Christmas and New 
Year can be a very difficult and challenging time for 
many families and single people and remembering 
them with practical assistance is critical.  

The Diocese also currently has full time Priest-in-
Charge vacancies in the two Parishes of Dunsborough 
and Busselton and a part time position in the Parish 
of Collie.  If you are interested and would like more 
details, please contact The Ven Julie Baker through the 
Diocesan Office on 08 9721 2100.
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THEATRE - A LETTER FROM LONDON
Anthony Howes 

Anthony presents more news of arts and entertainment every Saturday 

from 10am till 12 noon on Capital Radio 101.7 FM & Capital Digital

In the December 2009 issue of the Messenger, I 
wrote: It was T S Eliot who said that God, as Creator, 
had made humankind in his image, to be, in turn, 
creators. As Christmas 2019 approaches, together 
with the end of the calendar year, I wonder if we 
in Perth have been able to experience creativity of 
quality and excellence; creativity that delineates 
clearly the link between God the Creator, and 
creations, as seen in our Theatre?  You, who read 
this column, will have a variety of answers. Did you 
see something at the State Theatre Centre which 
gave both joy and fresh thought; or was it at the 
Opera or the Ballet?  Perhaps a production by your 
local community theatre allowed deeper insights? 
I hope so. I recall sitting in His Majesty’s Theatre 
watching a production which uplifted me and gave 
me new insights into the relationships within the 
play.  There was excellence in the writing, excellence 
in performances and direction. Nothing was sub-
standard –  God the Creator was not short-changed!  

Of course, in 2020, The Festival of Perth and the 
Fringe Festival will give us many examples of 
theatre; but, will they give a glimpse of things beyond 
ourselves?  I hope so.

As I look to the coming year, I am very excited about 
at least three theatrical offerings.  Two are coming to 
us from the realm of ‘World Theatre’ and the other is 
‘homegrown’.

The Royal National Theatre’s multi-award-winning 
production of War Horse comes to the Crown 
Theatre in March. Hailed by Time Magazine as ‘a 
landmark theatre event’, this powerfully moving 
and imaginative drama, filled with stirring music and 
songs, is a show of phenomenal inventiveness. At 
its heart are astonishing life-sized puppets created 
by South Africa’s Handspring Puppet Company, who 
bring breathing, galloping, charging horses to thrilling 
life on stage. I saw War Horse when it first opened 
in London; it was unforgettable, and left me with 

insights into the power that love for God’s creatures, 
can change human lives for the better. As the UK’s 
‘Sunday Telegraph’ reported: War Horse Gallops 
away with your heart.

Come July, I insist you visit the Claremont Showground 
for Cirque du Soleil’s 35th production since 1984, 
KURIOs – Cabinet of Curiosities. In a larger-than-
life curio cabinet, the audience discovers a hidden, 
invisible world – a place where the craziest ideas and 
the grandest dreams lie waiting. As I found when I 
saw this production in Sydney, glorious comedy and 
extraordinary acrobatics, against a background of 
music, costume and production effects, lift one to a 
world of total entertainment.  This is a must see.                                                                             

Before War Horse and Cirque du Soleil have 
thrilled WA audiences, there is a chance to witness 
homegrown creativity where story, professional 
excellence in performance and direction will reach the 
same level as the international successes mentioned 
above. Theatre 180, Green Man Media and Producer 
Ron Siemiginowski have joined forces to present 
a unique multi-media production of AB Facey’s A 
Fortunate Life. With a new script by Jenny Davis 
OAM and artistic director Stuart Halusz, from 20 
February, Ace Cinemas in Midland, Oran Cinemas in 
Albany, Busselton and Geraldton, will see actors on 
stage, and film depicting environment, bringing this 
challenging and beautiful West Australian story to 
life.  Theatre 180 director, Stuart, says his Company's 
mission is to present storytelling, through theatre and 
cinema, which enables us all to learn from our past, 
reflect on our present and imagine a better future.  
Surely, T S Eliot’s premise is significantly resolved by 
Theatre 180 – and, I suspect, in the other productions 
mentioned above.                                         

I wish you every blessing this Christmastide.
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Personal excellence with compassion for others 

These were the words of Mr Peter Moyes at 
the 2002 opening of Stage Three of the build of 
the School named in his honour - Peter Moyes 
Anglican Community School. He said that his 
wish for students attending the School named in 
his honour was that they would exhibit ‘personal 
excellence with compassion for others'.  As an 
Anglican School and in the spirit of these words, 
we are called to love and care for those around us, 
particularly those who are less fortunate than we 
are. 

In the run-up to Christmas, we set up large nativity 
scenes at each of the four Reception desks 
around the School, as well as in the Auditorium. 
These scenes portray the wonderful message of 
the Good News of the birth of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ.  Each of these nativity scenes is also a 
collection point for our Christmas Hamper Appeal. 

In response to this appeal, our School community 
comes together in an amazing way and provides 
an abundance of items for the hampers. The 
Chaplaincy team then have the privilege of 
delivering approximately 35 large Christmas 
hampers to families who need support at this 
pressured time of the year. The recipients are 
always immensely grateful for the generosity of 
the PMACS community. This is done in conjunction 
with our local parish; the Parish of Quinns-Butler. 
The parish now share our new Chapel, St Gregory’s, 
as their place of worship. 

Continuing the Christmas spirit in the PMACS 
community, we have an annual Christmas Carols 
and picnic event. The evening is opened with prayer 
by our School Chaplain, The Revd Dave Deeny. Our 
Kindy to Year 2 students then lead this wonderful 
celebration in which the story of Christmas is told 
through narrative, costumes and the beautifully 
singing of our students. As with all the other 
nativity celebrations that will be held throughout 
the ASA community, the event is graced by plenty 
of ‘angels, shepherds and kings’, as we relish the 
joy and hope of the Christmas season. 

The Principal, staff, students and families of Peter 
Moyes Anglican Community School wish you all a 
very happy and deeply meaningful Christmas.

PETER MOYES  
ANGLICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL
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HOLIDAY MOVIES 
Mark A Hadley | Reviewer

A skilled communicator and writer for more than three decades, Mark has scripted and produced TV shows 
including The Christ Files and The Life of Jesus, as well as reviewing films, TV programmes and children’s books

 

Holiday hits with gains for the heart

You thought the cinemas were just an opportunity 
to ‘switch off’ and enjoy the ride? Sure, there are 
plenty of special effects, belly-laughs and dream-like 
dance numbers waiting these holidays. But there are 
also graces to be gleaned from the biggest titles – 
standing witness to your beliefs, humility towards 
others, sympathy for the outcast, and the sort of 
giving that out-shines self-love…

The Rise of Skywalker – 19 December

‘Confronting fear is the destiny of a Jedi.’

The final chapter in the nine-part ‘Skywalker Saga’ 
has arrived. It’s a year after the events of The Last 
Jedi and all the key cast members unite to battle what 
director J J Abrams calls, ‘… the ultimate enemy.’ 
Emperor Palpatine, who appeared to have died in 
Return of the Jedi, reveals he has been playing a 
very long game indeed. But the good guys have their 

surprise appearances too. Lando Calrissian retakes 
the controls of the Millennium Falcon, Luke Skywalker 
returns as a ‘Force projection’ and Princess Leia has 
a starring role even though actress Carrie Fisher died 
in 2016. But be prepared. Disney is emphasizing this 
will be the final battle for many characters in that 
galaxy far, far away.

What, then, will survive? The will to resist. It doesn’t 
seem to matter how many times the Resistance 
takes a beat-down, there’s always a rag-tag group of 
freedom fighters ready to give it another go. ‘We’re 
not alone,’ says once-stormtrooper Finn. ‘Good 
people will fight if we lead them.’ The suggestion is 
there’ll always be people with a conscience prepared 
to stand up for what’s right. In the Star Wars universe 
that ‘right’ is freedom to pursue your own destiny. 
Even if you can’t get behind that particular moral, 
though, there’s no doubt that in an age which praises 
individualism, yet requires increasing conformity, 
those who are prepared to speak their mind will be 
a rare but valuable commodity.
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Jumanji: The next level – 26 December

Game: Remember, the future of Jumanji is in your 
hands!

Bravestone: I have one important question. Who is 
Jumanji?

Finbar: Is that Barbara’s boy?

The Jumanji franchise began as a child-thriller then 
segued into slapstick comedy, but the message 
remains the same: games are less fun than we think. 
In The Next Episode, high school students Bethany, 
Fridge and Martha arrive at friend Spencer’s house 
to discover he’s once again disappeared inside the 
magical game. They mount a rescue attempt, but 
two extra players are sucked in as well. Spencer’s 
grandfather Eddie (Danny DeVito) and his friend Milo 
Walker (Danny Glover) take on muscular characters, 
adding a ‘cranky old men’ vibe to the usual ‘body 
switch’ trope. 

Jumanji adds a dose of reality to our seemingly 
harmless pastimes. Consequently, it majors on 
humility. More confident characters have to rely on 
the young and unsure. Players who find themselves 
in bodies nothing like their real-world selves, learn 
what it is to be weak. In The Next Episode that 
humility stretches across generations, with the 
younger competitors realising they can benefit from 
the very older people they were so quick to dismiss. 

All up, it’s a safe watch for the family with a swag 
of laughs and an easy lesson thrown in.

Cats – 26 December

‘A very timely story about the importance of inclusion 
and redemption.’ – Tom Hooper, Director

Cats is one of those rare stories that has spanned 
almost every medium imaginable. Beginning as a 
book of poetry by T.S. Elliot, emerging as a musical by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, and enduring as collection of 
Broadway songs, the story now has its debut on the 
big screen. Tom Hooper was the mind behind 2012’s 
Les Misérables, which introduced a new generation 
of cinemagoers to a sung storyline, as well as The 
King’s Speech which lionised a humble monarch. In 
Cats he seeks to inspire hope for a divided world.

Memory, the song at the heart of Cats, is placed in 
the mouth of Grizabella, a once-glamorous feline, now 
withered by old age. She is shunned by the other cats 
for her mangy appearance and eventually uses the 
song to reflect on how far she has fallen, and appeal 
to the younger cats for acceptance. Cats appeals to a 
world that has become enamoured with the talented 
and the beautiful at the expense of the awkward and 
the undesirable with the certain knowledge that we 
will all one day grow old. It offers a hope that if we 
can see ourselves in the shoes of those who struggle 
to belong, we will find a place for them in our hearts.
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In this mad world where technology drives us 
harder every day and time seems to move faster 
every year, to dedicate two and a half days to deep 
discussion, study and prayer focussed on Women 
in Leadership in the Anglican Church is a gift with 
rich rewards.

The recent Women in Leadership conference, 
hosted in Perth by The Most Revd Kay Goldsworthy 
AO, attracted more than 25 energetic leaders from 
around the country – and British photographer, 
TV producer and podcaster, Laura Watts who 
was interviewing for her popular ‘Birds Who Pray’ 
series.

The idea for a national conversation about this 
important issue came from the Archbishop after 
invitations to talk at different Dioceses in the 
past few years about women in leadership roles 
in the Anglican Church and to focus on leadership 
development, mentoring and identifying next-
generation leaders.

‘It’s very important for women who feel there are 
still too few opportunities to take up leadership 
roles, compared with men, to connect; to focus on 
what’s required in leadership in the Church right 
now and into the future; and to identify the women 
we might look to as next-generation leaders’, said 
the Archbishop, who has now been encouraged to 
make the conference an annual event.

The Revd Gillian Moses was ordained several years 
ago and made the ‘reaffirming’ trip to Perth from 
Brisbane with her daughter, Rosemary, who is at 
the start of her own ministry, and nine-month-old 
granddaughter, Peggy.

‘People still see women in the clergy as not quite 
the full deal. In the Brisbane network, we had a 

woman in an assistant Bishop role which was 
great and we saw progress but, when she left, it 
went back to all men – it was pretty depressing’, 
Gillian reflected.

CHURCH WOMEN CONVERGE AND 
CONNECT IN PERTH
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Facebook.com/ABMission abmission.org1300 302 663

‘Being a school chaplain, I look at the school 
education system and how pathways are made 
for women as well as men and wonder why this 
doesn’t happen for women in the Church. It’s as if 
we’re going backwards.

When women are ordained in the Anglican Church, 
they are sent to do the busy work whilst the men 
take care of the career planning. Women are 
sent to the ‘hard’ parishes and dioceses which 
are struggling. We’re collectively having to prove 
ourselves. And that was part of the enriching 
discussion in Perth. We can’t wait around for other 
people to change this situation for us. We can no 
longer wait around to be noticed.’

The Revd Dr Elizabeth Smith, took on the ‘hard’ 
Kalgoorlie parish in WA’s goldfields at a particularly 
tough time, and summed up the sentiment of many 
when she said, ‘My chances of collegiality with a 
room-full of wonderful, feisty women are limited – 
so it’s been great to be part of this.'

'No profession can rest on its laurels’, said Elizabeth. 
‘And while the Anglican Church has made progress 
in a lot of places, there are still places where 
women don’t function as priests or certainly not as 
bishops.  You cannot rest on your laurels and you 
cannot take progress for granted.'
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CELEBRATING ALL SAINTS DAY
Parish of Dianella

The practices of commemorating the saints, 
taking courage from their example and asking 
them to pray for us, are evident in Christian 
literature from as early as the third century. 

What has become the great Christian tradition 
of celebrating All Saints’ Day (1 November) is 
an opportunity to enter ‘liminal space’ where 
the boundaries between heaven and earth, the 
living and the dead, the temporal and the eternal 
become blurred, and we know ourselves to 
be part of a vast reality beyond our own small 
existence.

At All Saints Church, Dianella, we made the 
most of that opportunity on Sunday 3 November 
as we celebrated All Saints’ Day with the whole 
community, led by Archbishop Kay Goldsworthy.

The presence of the Archbishop grounded us 
in our diocesan identity, but the diversity of 
people (age, gender and ethnicity) involved in 
the worship, was a living icon of the great global 
family of Christ.

The life-size cross outside the church had a 
massive All Saints makeover, the church was full, 
parking was chaotic, a great team effort produced 
uplifting worship and there was enough food to 
feed the great cloud of witnesses (Hebrews 
12:1).  

Bring on Advent!
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CHRISTINGLING Christingling 
 

1     2 3 4 5 6 7     8 9 

        10                 

          11               

12       13       14       15 

16 17   18       19   20   21   

22   23           24   25     

26         27   28           

29     30     31         32   

        33                 

          34               

35       36       37       38 

40 
 

  41         42 43   44   

45                         

 
 
Clues 
 
Across 
1., & 8 across. Put energy into a little jubilation for the young animal. (4) 
2. Mix plaster for the sacred poetry book. (7) 
8. See 1 across.  
10. Lose a bundle of sandalwood or similar. (5) 
11. Juniper drink in belongings. (3) 
13. Mumble amens in the rectory. (5) 
16. Short missionaries’ kids! (2) 
18. Where to place the golf-ball in the canteen. (3) 
19. My Scots uncle Mee came around. (3)  
21. See right away: it’s standard English. (2) 
22. Around until it’s in the dark. (5) 
24. The first across unreal phantasms! (5) 
26. Not the more extended leg, nor the shorter! (6) 
28. About to resist a nun? (6) 
29. We backed into expressing our disgust. (2) 
30. The pestle I pounded for the letter. (7)  
32. Of French – or German! (2) 
33. As she sprinkled when burnt. (5) 
34. This man found in eternity! (3)  
36. Take a thousand from the messed-up mutiny to restore harmony. (5) 
40, 41, 42, 43 and 44. Loopiness loosely tied a sliding knot. (9) 
45. The repositioned centre can send it into the beyond! (13)  
 

1. & 9 down. Jay left off toys for Christmas celebrations. (4)

3. As around South Australia. (2)

4. A gale blew around the seaweeds. (5)

5. Ham discovered in bunched-up lino. (4)

6. Wild teens stretched tightly! (5)

7. Einsteinium! (2)

9. See 1 down. 

12. Short Mothers’ Union tale for good luck? (6)

13. The crazy ape met the insect chemisterilant. (6)

14. Send a smile winding away. (6)

15. Burned ocean vermilion. (6)

17. The policy wonk backed gaining information. (4)

18. I get around the plant stalk. (4)

20. Slippery eels are something other! (4)

21. Place where Jesus born amongst astonished animals. 

23. Legitimate nation leads Libyan Arab Airlines. (2)

25. Leads peace team. (2)

27. Rotating siren announcing the Resurrection? (5)

28. Tents folded for bypass. (5)

31. Mottled shiner shows sacred place. (6) 

35. Set to Eastern Standard Time. (3)

36. Take nothing from the stirred soup – it’s all boosts! (2)

37. Abbreviated yodel in Hebrew letter. (3)

38. Charged in coffeehouse. (3)

41. The world’s largest democracy, in short. (2)

43. Went to Eton College, England. (2) 

44. To wit, briefly. (2)

1. & 8 across. Put energy into a little jubilation for the 
young animal. (4)

2. Mix plaster for the sacred poetry book. (7)

8. See 1 across. 

10. Lose a bundle of sandalwood or similar. (5)

11. Juniper drink in belongings. (3)

13. Mumble amens in the rectory. (5)

16. Short missionaries’ kids! (2)

18. Where to place the golf-ball in the canteen. (3)

19. My Scots uncle Mee came around. (3) 

21. See right away: it’s standard English. (2)

22. Around until it’s in the dark. (5)

24. The first across unreal phantasms! (5)

26. Not the more extended leg, nor the shorter! (6)

28. About to resist a nun? (6)

29. We backed into expressing our disgust. (2)

30. The pestle I pounded for the letter. (7) 

32. Of French – or German! (2)

33. As she sprinkled when burnt. (5)

34. This man found in eternity! (3) 

36. Take a thousand from the messed-up mutiny to  
restore harmony. (5)

40, 41, 42, 43 and 44. Loopiness loosely tied a  
sliding knot. (9)

45. The repositioned centre can send it into  
the beyond! (13) 

ACROSS DOWN

See page 39 for solution
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The Revd Ted Witham has been helping Messenger 
readers flex their brains for more than a decade, setting 
challenging crosswords in his spare time.

Ted is fascinated by linguistics and teaches French and 
Latin at the University of the Third Age.
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Guildford’s 91st Gunners’ Day commenced under 
cloudy skies in Stirling Square, on 3 November 
2019. The parade was composed of Gunners past 
and present, serving Officers, Soldiers of 3 Battery 
RAA and members of the Australian Cadet Corps 
stepped off at 10.15 am with Brigadier Gerry 
Warner (Rtd) taking the salute. The parade was led 
by Australian Army Band Perth. 

The parade lined up in front of Guildford’s Town 
War Memorial with an assembly of dignitaries, 
including members of Federal, State and Local 
Government, guests and Guildford community. 
Military dignitaries included MAJ Duncan 
Anderson, LTCOL Bob Farrelly, BRIG Gerry Warner 
and BRIG Charles Moore, Commander of the 13th 
Brigade.

Gunners’ Day is organised co-operatively with the 
Royal Australian Artillery Association of Western 
Australia and St Matthew’s Anglican Church. The 
service, both at the War Memorial and in the 
Church, was conducted by Bishop Jeremy James 
and The Revd Katrina Holgate. The Bishop reflected 
on the history and role of the artillery and selfless 
dedication of those who fought and died and those 
who returned.

Bishop Jeremy James and The Revd Katrina Holgate

The occasion was honoured with the presence of 
Brigadier Charles Moore, Commander of the 13th 
Brigade, who flew in from Adelaide with his wife to 
attend the service. Additionally, the 9th REGT RAA 
Standard was flown in from Sydney and displayed 
in the church. Music was provided by organist 
Bruce Duncan, Curator of the recently restored 
historic church pipe organ.

After the service, the military guests and 
congregation, retired for lunch at the St Matthew’s 
Parish Hall, courtesy of the RAAAWA. All were 
delighted, when a specially crafted cake with 
Royal Australian Artillery Crest was presented by a 
member of the St Matthew’s congregation. 

 

ST MATTHEW'S GUILDFORD 
GUNNERS' DAY 2019
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St George’s Cathedral

Monday - Saturday
8am Morning Prayer and 

8.15am Holy Eucharist
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri

12.15pm Holy Eucharist (Except on Public Holidays)
Wed  10.30am Holy Eucharist (Except on Public Holidays)
Mon-Fri  4pm Evening Prayer (Except on Public Holidays)

SUNDAY SERVICES
8am  Holy Eucharist (BCP)

10am  Choral Eucharist
5pm  Choral Evensong

Information about Cathedral services can be found at: 
www.perthcathedral.org or by telephoning 08 9325 5766

SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS IN
DECEMBER 2019

SERVICES

Sunday 1 December 7.30pm 
Advent Carols (Note 5.00pm Said Evening Prayer)

Tuesday 3 December 12.15pm 
Prayers for Healing and Wholeness

Sunday 8 December 2.00pm 
Compassionate Friends Service

Saturday 21 December 2.00pm 
Children’s Christmas Service

Sunday 22 December 7.30pm 
Festival of Lessons and Carols 

(Note 5.00pm Said Evening Prayer)

Monday 23 December 7.30pm 
Festival of Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 24 December 7.30pm 
Festival of Lessons and Carols

Tuesday 24 December 11.30pm 
Midnight Mass

Wednesday 25 December 8.00am 
Holy Eucharist with Carols

Wednesday 25 December 10.00am 
Choral Eucharist with Carols

SPIRITUALITY SERIES

Wednesday 11 December 9.30am-2.00pm 
Spirituality, Anglicans, Rome and The New Millennium

Wednesday 18 December 9.30am-11.30am 
Spirituality and Mediation

CONCERT SERIES

Friday 13 December 7.30pm 
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, Perth Concert Hall
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Journey to Bethlehem
Parish of Kingsley North-Woodvale

In what is for many often a chaotic and frenzied time, 
St Anselm’s is offering a chance to be still, and to 
become immersed in a telling of the Christmas story 
in word, image and exquisite music. The Journey to 
Bethlehem leans heavily on Luke’s narrative, and in a 
‘stations of the cross style’ incorporates numerous 
‘stations’ along that sacred way illuminated by 
word, image, prayer and music. The Gospel text is 
punctuated with string quartet pieces and excerpts 
by composers such as Vaughan-Williams, Lully 
and Nielsen performed by Orana, a talented string 
quartet. Candles are lit at each station, symbolic of 
the Light entering the world.

This spectacular and moving event will be held 
on Monday 23 December 2019, at 6.00pm at St 
Anselm of Canterbury, Anglican Parish of Kingsley 
North-Woodvale, 19 Forest Hill Drive, Kingsley.  

Entry is by donation and a simple supper is served 
afterwards.

Please email The Ven Mandy Herriman at 
deacon@kingsley.perth.anglican.org if you are 
planning on attending for catering purposes.  

We would love you to join us.  
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December solution 

J O   P S A L T E R   E Y 
O       A L O E S       S 
          G I N           
A       M A N S E       S 
M K   T E E   E M E   S E 
U N L I T       A L P H A 
L O N G E R   S I S T E R 
E W   E P I S T L E   D E 
T       A S H E S       D 
          E R N           
E       U N I T Y       F 
S L   I P   N   O O   S E 
T R A N S C E N D E N C E 

 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS

KINLAR VESTMENTS

Quality vestments - albs, chasubles, stoles, 
altar cloths, and more.
Phone Vickii for an appointment
0409 114 093 or 08 6460 6468
kinlar.vestments@gmail.com
kinlarvestments.com.au

RICH HARVEST CHRISTIAN SHOP
Bibles, CDs and DVDs, cards and others ...
39 Hulme Court, Myaree WA 6154
10.30am - 6.00pm Monday – Friday
10.30am - 3.00pm Saturday
Email: rich7harvest@gmail.com

Crossword solution

Reach out your hand to future generations by 
leaving a gift to Anglicare WA in your will. 

T 08 9263 2091  E bequests@anglicarewa.org.au

Compassion lives on.

GET IN TOUCH WITH US
We’d love to hear from you about any advertising and content 
queries, suggestions or feedback  

PHONE  08 9425 7200

EDITORIAL, LETTERS and ADVERTISING

messenger@perth.anglican.org

DEADLINE     10th of every month prior to publication 

Articles must be under 400 words and may be edited 
without notice, images to accompany articles are encouraged  

PHOTOGRAPHS  
Permission needs to be sought from parents/ guardians/ 
carers for photographs with children.  Digital photos should 
be a high resolution 300 DPI jpeg or tif 

St John's Books Fremantle
Thank you readers of the Messenger for your 
support during 2019. Best wishes for the 
Christmas Season.
For Christmas/New Year opening times, please 
check the website or email us.
Regular shop hours
10am – 1pm Monday – Friday
10am – 12noon Saturday
Shop 1 Highgate Court
26 Queen St Fremantle (cnr High St)
Postal address
St John’s Books
Shop 1 Highgate Court
124 High St Fremantle WA 6160

books@stjohnsbooks.com.au | stjohnsbooks.com.au

QUANTUM COLLECTS 
by Peter Humphris
Weekly reflections for 
three years reflecting 
a theology that goes 
beyond past traditions 
- $25
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Disclosure

Anglican Community Fund (Inc) is not prudentially supervised by APRA; and any investment in the Anglican Community Fund (Inc) 
will not be covered by depositor protection provisions of the Banking Act 1959 or the Financial Claims Scheme

All financial services and products are designed for investors who wish to promote the charitable purposes of the Fund  
All investments in the Anglican Community Fund (Inc) are guaranteed by the Anglican Diocese of Perth

The ACF has had a busy year helping  
our customers 

Some of the highlights have been

•  Another sound financial performance providing 
significant distributions back to the Anglican 
Community

•  The launch of our new website that provides 
a fresh new look, additional information and 
functionality 

•  A review of several account types to provide 
improved benefits to our customers

•  Several new loans provided to Anglican entities to 
assist with their major projects

• ACF staff community volunteering 

Church House, Level 5, 3 Pier Street, Perth WA 6000 | GPO Box W2067, Perth WA 6846
(08) 9325 4182 anglicancf.com.au  info@anglicancf.com.au  ABN 62 280 551 612

Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and peaceful festive season
Thank you for your kind support from your team at the Anglican Community Fund

We advise our Christmas Holiday hours for 2019:

Friday 20 December – 9:00am – 11:30am
Monday 23 December – 9:00am – 4:00pm
Tuesday 24 December – 9:00am – 4:00pm

Christmas Closure Wednesday 25 Dec – Wednesday 1 January 2020
From Thursday 2 January 2019 – Resume normal hours

9:00am – 4:00pm

Stained glass window at St Nicolas 
Anglican Parish of Carine-Duncraig


