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God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
- 1 Corinthians 1:9

A MAGAZINE FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIANS | FEBRUARY 2023



5  M A R KS 
O F  M I S S I O N

FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

2023 - looking ahead

2
 5 St George’s Cathedral 

 8 Amana Living 

 9 Anglican Schools Commission

ANGLICARE WA
Violence Is Wrong  
Chris Thomason, Kelly Keall

10
 12 Parkerville Children and Youth Care

13 St Bart’s 

15 Goldfields	

16 Wollaston Theological College 

IN THIS EDITION

CHILDREN AND  
YOUTH MINISTRY
Little Street Library  
Brett Gibson

18
19 Mothers’ Union 

20 Nor'West Postcard

21 Bunbury Bulletin

22 Spiritual Direction

24 Liturgy 

25 Book Reviews 

29 Archives  

31 Around the Diocese 

32 Theatre & Arts

34 Clergy News 

35 Classifieds

37 Where to Worship - St George’s Cathedral



5  M A R KS 
O F  M I S S I O N

1
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

2
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

3
To respond to human need by loving service

4
To transform unjust structures of society, to 
challenge violence of every kind and pursue 

peace and reconciliation

5
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, 

and sustain and renew the life of the earth

M I S S I O N  2 0 2 0 + 
P R AY E R
Come, Holy Spirit!

Give us new confidence in your grace,
new words for the mission we share,

new strength to go where you send us,
new spring in our step, as we set out
to spread our faith in changing times,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Reading on your mobile?
The Messenger now comes in a mobile-friendly view.

CLICK HERE

Cover image:
Dream of the Magi (1120-30) 
Cathedral of Saint-Lazare, Autun, France

https://perthanglican.flowpaper.com/FebruaryMessenger2023mobile/
https://perthanglican.flowpaper.com/DecemberMessenger2022mobile/
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My first experience of parents bringing their newborn baby to the parish 
church as their first stop after leaving hospital and before arriving home 
was a surprising one. It wasn’t a custom familiar in my part of Australian 
culture. They had made the church their first stop, thankful for a safe 
delivery, asking for a blessing for the baby, and offering the child to God. 
This was one of many glorious surprises and one of the variety of rituals 
and practices of God’s Church, which is more familiar in 2023 multi-cultural 
Australia than it was several years ago. 

It	 was	 an	 act	 of	 offering,	 of	 dedication	 of	
that little baby, of that life to God, and a holy 
thanksgiving for the baby, and all of it wrapped 
up in hopes and dreams and prayers and 
expectations of and for good. 

The many facets of this set apart time were all 
a blessing and we were all were blessed. That 
story was part of the story which was spoken of 
when it was time for the baby to be baptised.

In 2023 Anglicans in Australia, in our parishes, 
schools and communities, are a vast variety of 
people from all around the world teaching and 
learning new ways from each other of how to 
live and show and celebrate God’s love. And 
thank God, we are also listening and learning 
more and more about the faith we share, live 
and celebrate from First Nations Anglicans 
around the country.

I’ve thought of that young couple and their 
baby again over the past few days as I read a 
story of a woman travelling in Israel with people 
from her church. She writes of the challenges 
of	being	in	the	middle	of	a	place	of	conflict	and	
the experience (common to many) of so many 
discordant notes and events and situations. 
Fighting, harsh politics, poverty and injustice, 
dealing with being in holy places that seem to 
have become a tourist trap, the list could go on. 

At the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, in 
the crypt which is spoken of as the birthplace 
of Jesus, all that grated her was present until 
the moment when a young Palestinian couple 

entered the crypt carrying a newborn baby – just 
a few days old. She writes, ‘Ignoring everyone 
around them they approached the holy place of 
Christ’s birth, and kneeling held their baby over 
the shrine for a moment or two. And everything 
changed. It’s suddenly very quiet and still as we 
watch this simple gesture of faith by parents 
wanting something special for their child’.

For many, many people across the world and 
right here where we live, holding hope for new 
beginnings, for blessings, seems both present 
and yet fragile. As 2023 unfolds we Perth 
Anglicans will continue to pray for all those 
places	in	which	war	and	conflict	are	escalating,	
for those places in which political stability is 
at risk, for those who continue to live without 
shelter or security, people who are refugees 
because of war or climate catastrophe. And 
we will pray and where possible support the 
increasing number of people here who are so 
vulnerable as a result of inadequate housing 
stock,	and	financial	hardship.

This year, there will be opportunity to study the 
scriptures and work to understand more about 
how as Christians we can be praying, learning 
and listening about the future of this country 
as we prepare for the Government’s next step 
on the road of Indigenous Voice to Parliament. 
This year there will also be time to think, pray 
and make decisions about the Diocesan RAP 
detail as it rolls out, and what that can look like 
in every local Anglican community. 

F R O M  T H E  A R C H B I S H O P

THE MOST REVD KAY GOLDSWORTHY AO Archbishop

2023 - looking ahead
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F R O M  T H E  A R C H B I S H O P

This year Anglicans will keep on caring for 
and	being	with	people	 for	whom	the	financial	
situation of their life means they are on the 
very edge of coping. We will learn more about 
how best we can be alongside those for whom 
family and domestic violence is a daily reality 
as Mothers Union, the Social Responsibility 
Commission and parishes take up the 10 
Commitments which our Church has adopted 
to assist individuals and families.

This year we will keep on alongside those 
whose theology and biblical approach is so at 
odds with our own even as Anglicans. We will 
be invited to listen and speak with each other, 
again, for the love of Christ as we grapple with 
our disagreements over human sexuality, 
especially focussed on the church’s ministry 
and understanding of life for those who identify 
as LGBTQIA+ and their families.

In 2023 we Anglicans will tell the good news 
of Jesus’ love and mercy and marvellous grace 
as we have known it, as we have dedicated 
ourselves to it, as we have experienced it, like 
newborns held by God in the most holy place. 

All around the Diocese we will strive to honour 
the mission which Jesus entrusted to us as his 

church and welcome newcomers, forming new 
disciples	in	different	ways.	

We will celebrate and despair. We will know joy 
and pain in our ministries. And, every single day 
God our father will be loving us – every single 
one of us. 

In all this and more I pray that this year we 
will be like Simeon in the Temple at the story 
of Jesus Presentation, all faithfully waiting and 
holding out hope in God’s gift of Jesus to be 
made known to the people for whom we pray. 
May the people we meet, we speak with, we 
minister with and to, see Jesus in us, and seek 
his blessing for themselves.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
 your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation:
 which you have prepared in the sight of every 
people:
A light to reveal you to the nations:
 and the glory of your people Israel.
God to God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
 as in the beginning, so now, and for ever. Amen.





MESSENGER | FEBRUARY 2023 5

Too often the word ‘vocation’ is seen as just 
being about those called to ordained ministry. 
Sadly, it is an example of clericalism and this 
misperception must be challenged. Blessed 
John Henry Newman reminds us that we all 
have a role to play:

“God has created me to do some 
definite service; God has committed 

some work to me which has not been 
given to another – I have my purpose!”

What an extraordinary thought. That, there is 
something each and every one of us is called to 
that can only be started and completed by us. 
We all have a role to play. We all have a purpose.

For me, already this year, one of the great joys 
has been new people coming and seeing for 
themselves what it’s like in our church family. 
As I was reminded recently, we are not a 
community for the perfect. Ours is a school for 
learning, a hospital for the needy and a training 
ground for mission.

Part of the great joy of life in a church 
family is that we discern together 

in community what God is calling us 
into. We don’t do it alone, we pray and 

ask the Spirit to lead us and we do it 
together.

Our Vocations Sundays are 5, 12 and 19 
February. In the morning, our bible readings and 
preaching will focus on examples of calling in 
the scriptures. In the evening, three well-known 
public Christians will enter into conversation 
about how they have heard the voice of God in 
their own lives. The Ven. Canon Angela Webb 
will talk about following Christ as a priest, Sam 
Walsh AO will share about following Christ in 
business and Tina Campbell about her vocation 
into following Christ in education.

Your Cathedral would love to welcome you – 
why not come and see for yourself?

Our ‘Year of Vocation’ at St George’s Cathedral has begun. For the next 
12 months, our focus as we journey together is to ask ourselves and 
each other: ‘what is God’s call on our lives?’ We hope you’ll be part of the 
conversation.

ST  G E O R G E ’ S  C AT H E D R A L

THE REVD STEVE HILTON Precentor
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The start of a new year is a great time to review, change and 
form new habits including how you receive and make payments

Happy New Year 
from the team at the ACF!

We also offer the use of a mobile EFTPOS machine, 
 if you wish to borrow for a one off event such as a fete or fundraiser.

Please contact ACF to see how we can help you

Would you like to:
• Save time and be more efficient
• Reduce time travelling, counting cash/

coin and, waiting in queues
• Reduce paper and help the 

environment
• Improve the speed and security of 

funds received and paid to others
• Reduce the number of cheques 

written

We have the answers:
• Online Services for electronic 

transactions
• E-Statements available through  

Online Services
• Online Givings 
• Direct debits for Parish Givings
• EFTPOS-Merchant facilities
• Business credit cards for Anglican 

agencies, schools and parishes
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The Welsh poet, W B Yeats, said ‘the journey into the inner self is not just 
the important one, it is the only one’. But, as we explore our inner space, 
we will become aware of conflicting desires. How we respond to those 
desires forms the nature of our spirituality.

John of the Cross, the 16th century Spanish 
mystic, begins his account of the soul’s journey 
with	 these	 words,	 ‘One	 dark	 night,	 fired	 by	
love’s urgent longings’. As with John of the 
Cross and W B. Yeats, we all have a spiritualty to 
be explored, or as Rowan Williams would say, 
‘a life in the spirit’. We all experience stirrings, 
longings, desires deep within us. These desires 
and longings may be expressed in two ways: 
either in a loving, creative and life-bringing way 
or in a damaging, disrespectful and evil way. It 
all depends on how we respond to our desires. 

And our response will largely be shaped by what 
we believe and the values and disciplines we 
choose to live by, in how we conduct ourselves 
in relation to others. To have an awareness that 
we are spiritual beings ‘who happen to have 
a body’ (to paraphrase C S Lewis) enables us 
to see beyond the outward, the material, the 
superficial	manifestations	 of	 the	world,	 giving	
us resources from which to draw which will help 
us make sense of reality and the meaning of life 
itself. We are all blessed with such a capacity; 
we are all spiritual beings.

This year’s programme of presenters at the 
St George’s Cathedral Centre for Spirituality 
cover a variety of topics, some more obviously 
religious than others. But all will cover aspects 
of life that impact upon us, or which we choose 
to experience and explore. In some cases the 
spiritual dimension may appear obscure, in 
others more overt, but each presentation 
promises to be enriching, sustaining and / or 
challenging.

The programme builds on the foundations 
of over 15 years of the faithful, inspiring 
and prayerfully led ministry of Bishop David 
Murray, who has stepped down as Founding 
Director. However, the Centre for Spirituality 
will	 continue	 as	 a	 significant	 aspect	 of	 the	
Cathedral’s mission and outreach ministry. This 
year’s programme brochure is now available 
from the Cathedral or on the Cathedral’s website  
(www.perthcathedral.org/spirituality). 

As well as the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month, there will be three Saturday 
morning	 offerings,	 to	 enable	 those	who	work	
weekdays to ‘taste and see’ the graciousness of 
God in:
• Anglican spirituality in the English 

Reformation
• The Way of Holiness of the Oxford 

Movement
• Spirituality and the Online world

Also the familiar and much valued Music 
Programme continues with Magellan	offering	
three Thursday concerts led by Faith Maydwell. 
These are free, with donations taken in support 
of St Bart’s and Anglicare. And two lunchtime 
Concerts at One are scheduled, performed by 
talented school musicians. These too are free.

All	 in	 all,	 an	 interesting	 and	 diverse	 offering	
to feed our souls and bring us nearer to each 
other and nearer to God, already within and 
amongst us, yet still beyond us!

ST  G E O R G E ’ S  C AT H E D R A L

THE REVD IAN CROOKS Interim Director

The Next Step for the  
Centre for Spirituality

http://www.perthcathedral.org/spirituality
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In 2021 the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety published 
its final recommendations with a goal of creating a better standard of care 
for older Australians. This is something we all want, especially at Amana 
Living where our vision is to create a community where every older person 
is honoured and valued.

A M A N A  L I V I N G

STEPHANIE BUCKLAND 
Chief Executive Officer

Informed by the Royal Commission’s 
recommendations, the Federal Government 
has introduced several reforms with the latest 
being the introduction of star ratings for all 
residential aged care centres. At the end of 
December 2022, every residential aged care 
centre received a star rating between one 
and	 five.	 A	 one-star	 rating	 indicates	 there	 is	
‘significant	 improvement	 needed’	 while	 five	
stars signals an ‘excellent quality of care’ 
according to the Government.

Aged care star ratings are more complex 
than other consumer ratings you may be 
familiar with, such as a hotel or taxi rating. The 
overall star rating is calculated based on the 
performance of the care centre in four areas 
including residents’ experience, compliance 
with	 government	 regulations,	 staffing	 levels,	
and quality measures like falls and medication 
management.

At Amana Living, eight of our care centres 
received	 a	 3	 star-rating	 and	 five	 care	 centres	
received a 4-star rating These results are 
consistent with the rest of the country and it 

shows we are providing the care and support 
we are funded to deliver by the Government. 

Whilst there are opportunities for improvement, 
we are proud of the care we deliver, and the 
hard	work	and	dedication	of	all	our	staff.

Star	ratings	are	not	fixed,	and	the	overall	star	
rating automatically recalculates when new 
data becomes available. This means you may 
see star ratings change over time, and we 
expect our star ratings to improve in line with 
our focus on providing residents what they 
need to maintain their individuality and enjoy 
a	fulfilling	life.	

It’s important for residents and their families to 
have access to more information about aged 
care quality in Australia, and we welcome the 
Government’s continued focus on improved 
aged care standards in this country. 

Ultimately, the best measure of quality is your 
own experience, and we encourage you to 
speak to your aged care provider if you have 
any questions or concerns about the care 
provided to you or a loved one. 

Quality Ratings 
for Aged Care  
– What you  
need to know
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It all began many months ago ... preparation for the new school year. 
Staffing, new buildings, curriculum planning, timetables, orientation; all 
in readiness for the arrival of our students.

Among the key groups of people preparing for 
the new school year are the various student 
leaders. Most 2023 student leaders were 
appointed late last year and now commence 
their year of ‘servant leadership’ with much 
enthusiasm and expectation.

Last October, the Year 11 student leaders from 
all Anglican schools were invited to spend a day 
with Archbishop Kay and others at Wollaston, 
exploring the nature of leadership. These young 
people are on the verge of entering society as 
adults	and	finding	their	place	within	a	complex	
world. What a privilege for them to be in a 
position to engage directly with the Archbishop, 
to explore issues of faith and life, within the 
context of their leadership roles.

Each year, both the Anglican Schools  
Commission and the Western Australian 
Anglican Schools Association undertake a 
number of activities to support schools. Only a 
few days ago, we held the annual Induction Day 
for Teachers new to Anglican schools. 

More than 120 teachers attended the day at 
Wollaston, with a dozen teachers from more 
distant schools attending by Zoom. It was good 
to be together in person, after last year’s ‘Zoom 
only’	 offering.	 Attendees	 were	 introduced	 to	
‘all things Anglican’. For many teachers, this 
was	their	first	formal	contact	with	the	Anglican	
Church.

At the beginning of a new year, I am reminded 
of the wonderful New Testament passage from 
Romans 12:3-8:

“For by the grace given me I say to every one 
of you: Do not think of yourself more highly 
than you ought, but rather think of yourself 
with sober judgment, in accordance with the 
faith God has distributed to each of you. For 
just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have 
the same function, so in Christ we, though 
many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different 
gifts, according to the grace given to each of 
us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy 
in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, 
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is 
to encourage, then give encouragement; if it 
is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, 
do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it 
cheerfully.”

Welcome	 to	 all	 staff	 and	 students	 new	 to	
Anglican schools in WA this year, and every 
blessing to those tasked with the responsibility 
of leadership in 2023.

A N G L I C A N  S C H O O L S  CO M M I S S I O N

THE REVD PETER LAURENCE OAM Chief Executive Officer

A New School Year
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Study after study and article after article all tell 
us a similar thing. That statistics indicate that 
Christian families have similar, and in some 
cases greater, rates of violence to those of the 
rest of our community. All four Gospels and 
some of Paul’s letters remind us to love our 
neighbour as ourselves, but this is not a new 
concept, as loving your neighbour as yourself is 
also in the Hebrew Bible, Leviticus 19:18b. So, 
given that this instruction is frequently quoted 
in our ancient text, why is it still a problem today 
and how do we tackle it?

We	don’t	have	the	answer,	but	can	confidently	
say if we do nothing, the situation will continue 
and most likely get worse. Perhaps the answer is 
we need to try lots of techniques, interventions 
and programs. 

I am happy to say Anglicare WA is doing 
something. In fact, lots of things.

Last	 financial	 year,	 Anglicare	 WA	 supported	
almost 3,000 people through family and 
domestic violence (FDV) services alone. These 
services include intensive counselling for 
children who have experienced violence at 
home, a women’s refuge and men’s behaviour 
change programs. 

Most of our FDV services act as 
‘secondary prevention’ meaning that 

they aim to stop violence that is 
occurring or has occurred and to stop 

violence from escalating. 

We all know that violence is wrong. Violence against loved ones is one of 
our communities’ biggest challenges, and the worst kind of wrong. 

A N G L I C A R E  WA

CHRIS THOMASON  Chaplain
KELLY KEALL Community Engagement Co-ordinator

Violence Is Wrong
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This is crucial work that ensures survivors are 
no longer victimised and are supported in 
recovery. 

While this secondary prevention work is life 
changing in many cases, we are also working 
towards making an impact on the primary 
prevention front, addressing the underlying 
drivers of violence against women in our 
society, to prevent violence from occurring in 
the	first	place.	

Our partnership with the Diocese and the Social 
Responsibilities Commission in presenting a 
series of workshops on family violence to lay 
members and clergy within the Diocese is an 
example of this work.

Systemic change is the key to 
eventually seeing a decline in the 
number of women experiencing 

violence in Australia. Without this 
type of primary prevention work, we 

will continue to see gendered violence 
against women. 

This month, over 300,000 Western Australian 
children are returning to school, ready for 
a new year of learning. They will learn how 
to read, some will learn how to multiply and 
divide, others will learn about the history of this 
country	or	how	to	solve	scientific	equations.	But	

schools are also a place where young people 
learn how to socialise with their peers and 
what behaviours are considered acceptable in 
our society and culture. These behaviours are 
what are being targeted by our FDV primary 
prevention program, It Only Takes One.

We know that 1 in 6 women report having 
experienced physical and/or sexual abuse 
before the age of 15. And that 1 in 4 young 
people think it’s ‘pretty normal’ for guys to 
pressure girls into sex. The It Only Takes One 
program delivers modules to students in Years 
7-12 that target the behaviours and attitudes 
that	enable	gendered	violence	to	flourish.	

Modules are delivered in person or online and 
to date have been delivered only to Anglican 
schools.	In	2023	we	will	be	offering	the	program	
to government high schools at no cost. We 
believe that this primary prevention work is key 
to understanding the link between the cultural 
norms and attitudes that lead to gendered 
violence occurring at alarming rates. 

Whilst this content is being delivered in schools, 
we know that ultimately it is the responsibility 
of the entire community to support this 
messaging and therefore help to ensure that 
rates of violence don’t continue to rise beyond 
their already alarming rate. 

Remember, it only takes one. 

A N G L I C A R E  WA

For more information or to get your school involved head to  
itonlytakesone.raisely.com

http://itonlytakesone.raisely.com
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As we look towards our next horizon, now is the 
time to pause and consider the hopes, goals 
and ambitions we have for Parkerville Children 
and Youth Care and those children and young 
people we serve in the coming year.

The ongoing dedication, commitment and highly 
skilled team of caring individuals across the 
organisation means we have a strong platform 
to set us up for a great year. We will be building 
on existing initiatives such as Our Way Home, 
and Education, Employment and Training, as 
well as considering innovative opportunities to 
improve the way we work and the supports we 
provide Western Australia’s children and young 
people.

It will be exciting to dream big about our 
potential to make a positive impact towards 

helping Western Australia to be the safest place 
in the world for children and young people.

Before we settle into the year and leave our 
holiday brains behind, we would like to say 
thank you to our supporters, our funders, 
our peers, and colleagues, and to our ever-
increasing cheer squad. 

Without you we could not achieve what we 
do, nor could we sustain ourselves without 
the warmth and care you send our way. As an 
organisation, we draw on your positive regard 
and active support to that we can in turn 
provide that to the children, young people, and 
communities we serve.

Thank you.

The beginning of the year provides us all opportunity to reflect on the 
year that was, our achievements, lessons and learnings.

PA R K E R V I L L E  C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U T H  C A R E

https://parkerville.org.au/support-us/donate
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ST  B A RT ’ S

For more information about St Bart’s, please 
visit stbarts.org.au or get in touch with us by 
calling 9323 5100.

The season of Lent is a time for reflection and contemplation, renewal and 
refocus. Beyond the traditional focuses of prayer, fasting and almsgiving, 
we can look towards creating meaning and change for a better tomorrow.

NEIL STARKIE
General Manager - Strategic  
Partnerships and Growth

As	 we	 journey	 through	 Lent	 and	 reflect	 on	
Christ’s life, death and resurrection, how do we 
see the face of Jesus in all of those in need and, 
importantly, how do we respond?

For St Bart’s, we look to the seven themes of 
Christian social teaching for inspiration in how 
we can help foster social justice within our 
communities:
1. Dignity of the Human Person 
2. Call to Family, Community and Participation 
3. Rights and Responsibilities 
4. Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
5. The Dignity of Work and the Rights of 

Workers 
6. Solidarity 
7. Care for God’s Creation

Our world today presents plenty of opportunities 
to perform acts of service, justice and kindness 
based on the above teachings. Volunteering 
your time to a local charity is one example, 
while donating to St Bart’s or any number of 
deserving organisations is another. It may 
be	 as	 simple	 as	 buying	 a	 stranger	 a	 coffee,	
inviting a lonely neighbour over for a meal, 
or acknowledging the presence of someone 
living on the streets with a simple ‘G’Day’. Every 
act	 can	 have	 a	 significant	 positive	 impact	 on	
another person’s life. 

Lent is also a time to remind ourselves that 
once baptized by John and embarking on his 
public ministry, Jesus became a person who 
experienced homelessness. He had no home 
He could call his own. He lived a life outside 
– exposed to the elements, sometimes alone 
and sometimes sleeping rough. In his own 
way he lived and died homeless and was the 
brother and friend of all people experiencing 
homelessness, refugees and asylum seekers.

In this season of Lent, we ask that you think of 
those at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness 
and consider:
• Offering	 a	 prayer	 for	 St	 Bart’s	 as	 an	

organisation,	 for	 our	 staff	 and	 for	 our	
residents and service consumers and 
for all people experiencing, or at risk of, 
homelessness. 

• If you choose abstinence/fasting during 
Lent,	 it	 is	 an	 opportunity	 to	 reflect	 on	
the lives of people who are experiencing 
homelessness who often go hungry. 

• Make a positive commitment in Lent, which 
could include giving of time through prayer, 
volunteering with St Bart’s or making a 
financial	donation	to	assist	us	in	our	mission.	

Lenten acts of 
Service, Justice 
and Kindness 

http://stbarts.org.au
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G O L D F I E L D S

I imagine wattle trees blooming in the winter months, or in early spring, 
like patches of golden sunshine on damp, grey days. So this Goldfields 
wattle, which produces its yellow baubles in the heat of summer, always 
has me shaking my head in amazement. What plant in its right mind would 
flower now, when the days are long and the sun is hot? Yet Acacia erinacea, 
“Tjirrul” in the local Aboriginal language, goes right ahead and produces 
its blossom at a time of year when all the other plants are shutting down 
to avoid the heat. 

Tjirrul is tough. It doesn’t grow tall, or bushy, 
or symmetrical. It has more stems than leaves, 
and much of its sparse new growth is ruby-
red, rather than fresh green. Its branches are 
crooked and very spiny. Its many thorns far 
outnumber its golden pom-poms. Tjirrul uses 
every strategy to save water, avoid predators, 
and survive long enough to set seed for the 
next generation. In a well-watered garden, it 
would	soon	be	overshadowed	by	lusher,	leafier	
shrubs. But out in the red dirt landscape, Tjirrul 
flaunts	its	summer	bling	boldly.

I worked for thirteen years in a suburban 
parish in Melbourne, where market gardens 
used to grow food for the population before 
subdivisions in the 1950s saw homes built on 
quarter-acre blocks. Most had a magnolia in 
the front yard, a lemon tree in the back yard, 
and lots of ornamental plantings all around. In 
this context, we delighted to think of our parish 
as “God’s garden.” We framed our mission 

as tending that garden: planting, weeding, 
watering, mulching, landscaping for beauty and 
for fruitfulness.

Now, though, the religious landscape has 
changed. There are fewer of us Christians than 
there used to be, relative to the rest of the 
population. We no longer have gardening rights 
or privileges over the whole of society. I am 
living in a time when as a Christian I may need 
to be more like Tjirrul, and less like one of the 
English country garden plants of the colonised, 
subdivided, spiritual landscape. Tjirrul grows 
confidently	in	what	may	look	to	suburban	eyes	
like a desert. But for the First Peoples of the 
Goldfields,	and	for	botanists	today,	Tjirrul	has	its	
place in a rich, complex, abundant ecosystem. 

If I am like this wattle, I will grab people’s 
attention by any means I can. An out-of-season 
burst of Christ-colour may do it. Perhaps a 
sharp or scratchy spiritual counterpoint to 
comfortable secular culture will be called for. I 
will focus my limited energy and resources with 
strategic care, not dissipating it all in showy 
growth or fancy programmes. Rather, I will 
be determined to set at least some hard-won 
seeds, providing for a few next-generation of 
followers of Jesus.

I don’t want to be ornamental or spectacular in 
the religious landscape of my time. I am willing 
to be like Tjirrul: hardy, tough, adapted to 
context; often sharply counter-cultural; always 
boldly distinct in my love and loyalty. 

THE REVD DR ELIZABETH J SMITH AM Mission Priest, Parish of The Goldfields

God-Talk: Tjirrul
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THE REVD DR RAEWYNNE WHITELEY Warden

Fascinating, fun, and important

People sometimes ask me, why did you study theology? I began as a uni 
student wanting to connect my faith with my studies in psychology. And 
then I found that the more I studied theology, the more I wanted to study 
it. Why? Because, in the words of Stephen Cherry*, it’s fascinating, fun, 
and important.
Important

In a world where we spend so much of our time on things that are trivial (like the games on my 
phone), theology matters.

When we study theology, we can dig deeper into our faith. The thirteenth century theologian Thomas 
Aquinas said that theology is about studying what God teaches us, what teaches about God, and 
what leads to God. Understanding more about God helps us to love God more. It helps us answer 
questions from the increasing number of Australians who don’t know anything about Christianity or 
who call themselves ‘spiritual but not religious’. And it gives us skills for ministry that we can use to 
serve God in our church and our community.
Fun

Where else can you discuss such peculiar 
questions as whether Adam had a belly button, 
can several angels be in the same place (Aquinas 
again!), and whether Christians can and should 
handle poisonous snakes? Studying theology 
lets you ask all those obscure questions that 
pop into your head at the most inconvenient 
moment. 

And because we believe that God created the 
world and everything in it, no part of life is out 
of	bounds.	Often	we	find	connections	with	our	
faith	in	films,	in	books,	and	in	music	(one	of	my	
passions is seeing how faith is explored in the 
music of U2).

But it’s also fun because you get to hang out with 
other people who share your love for God, who 
won’t look at your strangely when you tell them 
you go to church. I have great friend who I met 
thirty years ago when I was studying theology, 
and we still enjoy hanging out together.

Fascinating

Studying theology means encountering all sorts 
of opinions, ideas, and people. Have you ever 
wondered why people who claim to love God 
end	up	disagreeing	so	fiercely?	I	have,	especially	
as my father grew up with the divisions between 
Roman Catholic and Protestant in Northern 
Ireland. People see the world and God very 
differently,	and	when	we	study	theology,	we	get	
to understand a bit more of why that is. But we 
also get to know more about how deeply our 
faith connects us.

It’s also fascinating because every time you 
think you have answered a question, you come 
up	with	five	more!

So if you’ve been wondering about learning 
more about your faith, take the plunge. There 
are lots of opportunities coming up at Wollaston 
in the next few months. Why not give it a try?

* Stephen Cherry, God-Curious: Asking Eternal Questions (London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2017)
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WHAT’S ON AT WOLLASTON

Wollaston Certificate in Theology  
(beginning 7 February)

Introduction to the New Testament 
Dr Robert Myles  
(Tuesday evenings, beginning 7 February)

Ethics 
Dr Erich von Dietze  
(Thursday Evenings, beginning 2 February - 
it’s not too late to join!)

University of Divinity Undergraduate  
and Graduate units  
(beginning the week of 27 February)

Conflict in Corinth 
Dr Robert Myles  
(Monday mornings)

Turning Points in Church History 
The Revd Professor Rowan Strong  
(Monday mornings)

Jesus Christ: Saviour and Advocate 
The Revd Dr Christy Capper  
(Monday afternoons)

Being Anglican 
The Revd Dr Raewynne Whiteley  
(Monday evenings)

Humanity: Theology and Vocation 
The Revd Dr Christy Capper  
(Tuesday afternoons)

Introduction to Preaching 
The Revd Dr Raewynne Whiteley 
(Wednesday mornings)

Foundational Skills for Studying Theology 
Faculty  
(Online, beginning immediately)

All subjects can be taken in person in  
Mt Claremont or online, for credit or to audit. 

If you are interested, contact us at  
wtcinfo@perth.anglican.org

mailto:info%40perthcathedral.org?subject=
mailto:wtcinfo%40perth.anglican.org?subject=
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Ours was generously made by the local men’s 
shed and sourced through and registered with 
the civic library. Kids in the parish can have 
fun decorating it and making it a one-of-a-kind 
creation. A men’s shed or handy person known 
to the church can then install it on the verge. 

This sort of project gets kids involved making 
something they can have ownership of and 
have pride in, is geared towards community 
connection and cooperation, encourages the 
re-use of books, and is another point of entry 
for people passing by our churches to stop and 
wonder at what might be going on in our places 
of worship. 

We will give thanks to God for the St Michael’s 
Little Library and the kids themselves will 
tighten up the screws for the installation on 
Sunday 5 February. 

Here is an idea which ticks all the boxes (pun intended)! Check with your 
local library and/or men’s shed, or even a handy person in your church 
community, regarding the installation of a ‘Little Street Library’. 

C H I L D R E N  A N D  YO U T H  M I N I ST R Y

THE REVD BRETT GIBSON Priest-in-Charge, Parish of Canning and member of the Anglican 
Children and Youth Ministries Commission

Little Street Library

2023 World Day of Prayer
The annual inter-denominational  

World Day of Prayer service from Taiwan  
will be held on Friday 3 March 2023 on the 

theme ‘I have heard about your faith’

Find local service locations and times
worlddayofprayeraustralia.org

http:/www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org
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M OT H E R S ’  U N I O N

Perth was the first stop on the recent visit to Australia by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, The Most Reverend Justin Welby, and his wife, Caroline. MU 
members from across the city were joined by clergy spouses to welcome 
Mrs Welby at Holy Trinity, Malaga, home of the Sudanese worshipping 
community in Perth. Our hosts welcomed everyone with vibrant music 
and heart-felt praise before Mrs Welby spoke on some of the important 
things God has taught her over the past 10 years.

Mrs Welby then presented a very surprised 
Lois McGrath with a Life Membership badge 
and	certificate	in	recognition	of	her	many	years	
of faithful, committed and energetic service 
to MU in Perth and Australia. A well-deserved 
accolade!

We are thrilled that we were recently able to  
re-hang the original Mothers’ Union banner in St 
George’s Cathedral. When it was originally hung 
in the cathedral in 1932 it was an event of some 
significance,	with	reports	in	the	newspapers	of	
the day. 

That banner was used from 1932, including a 
few trips across Australia, until the late 1990s 
when it became too fragile to continue being 
used. 

As we began to think about our 125th anniversary 
in 2023 it was decided to try again to have the 
banner hung in the cathedral. Approaches were 
made to the Dean and the Cathedral Chapter, a 
new framer was found to re- frame it, and many 
prayers were said. Finally, we were given the 
go-ahead and a suitable place was found where 
the banner could be hung.

Mary Sumner Day, 9 August, was chosen as 
the perfect opportunity to unveil our banner. A 
wonderful service was held at the cathedral and 
members were thrilled to see the result of all of 
our labours. Lois McGrath (Diocesan Secretary) 
was given the privilege of unveiling the banner.

We are excited that, not only has the banner 
returned to its original home, but that it is 
hanging in a perfect position to continue to be 
a witness to the work of Mothers’ Union over 
the last 125 years. 

When you next visit St George’s Cathedral, make 
sure you take a look at the restored banner.

CHRISTINE BRAIN Communication Officer, MU Perth

Perth Mothers’ Union Celebrates
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JOCELYN ROSS OAM

Nor’West Postcard

North West Diocese is very much looking forward to the arrival of our 
new Bishop, Darrell Parker and his wife Elizabeth! He is to be consecrated 
in	 St	 Andrew’s	 Cathedral,	 Sydney,	 on	 Friday	 3	 February	 and	 then	will	 fly	
to Geraldton and move into their new home ready for his installation 
on Wednesday 15 February in the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. This is to 
followed	by	supper	at	St	George’s	,	Bluff	Point.
Our	Diocese	 is	very	grateful	 to	Archdeacon	Paul	Spackman,	Senior	Minister	at	St	George’s,	Bluff	
Point,	who	has	been	our	Administrator	since	16	May	2022	when	Bishop	Gary	Nelson	retired.	Bluff	
Point Parish is sadly losing assistant minister Brendan Hurley and his family to Broken Hill, but 
gladly	welcoming	to	the	staff,	members	of	their	congregation	Kate	Gibson	and	Kate	Schendzielorz	
as Assistant Ministers part-time. 
Please pray for almost 92-year-old Jeannie Furnival of Denham Parish who is in Geraldton Regional 
Hospital. She shares her faith with every breath in a broad Yorkshire accent!
Kununurra Parish wishes to thank you to everyone who was praying for their Carols and Christmas 
services. There was much answered prayer, with the name of Jesus resounding joyfully in singing 
Carols, and through the message! We had a special visit from Butternut, our local puppet and minister 
Daniel	Faricy	shared	how	in	Jesus,	God	fulfils	his	promises	to	us.	Close	to	300	people	attended.	The	
Faricy family then holidayed in Darwin in January, where they celebrated Emily’s fourth birthday, did 
their annual shopping trip, felt an awesome earthquake and went ice skating (in Darwin!!) At the end 
of 2022 several key members of their congregation left. There was happiness as we prayed for them 
and	sent	them	off	to	serve	in	other	parts	of	Australia	(and	in	one	case,	the	world),	but	much	sadness.

The Karratha Church is praising God that for many 
Sundays last year they had between 30 and 40 children 
in attendance: about 50 per cent of the church. ‘Things 
are noisy. Our leaders are somewhat stretched as we 
provide	 kids’	 church	 to	 three	 different	 age	 groups.	
Church services sometimes get a little chaotic as 
puppets get out of line and songs resemble aerobics 

class. But it’s been a great joy to be able to share the gospel with the little ones. They add massively 
to our church life.’ The parish thanks God for the families and youth minister Matt Warth who, 
with	his	wife	Naomi	and	their	sons,	live	in	Wickham	and	sacrificially	serve	God	in	proclaiming	the	
gospel. Matt is a prison chaplain two days a week and has very strong relationships amongst the 
First Nations People of Wickham and Roebourne. He balances his time between sharing the gospel 
in Wickham and Roebourne and being an active part of the church family in Karratha, particularly 
responsible for the kids’ ministry. 
Summer was camp season and a number of Diocesan members served God as leaders and team 
members at outreach camps at Scripture Union Family Festivals 
at Jurien Bay and Denmark, Christian Worldview Academy for 
Teenagers, and CRU West Big Summer Camp for teens.
The Denmark team in action sharing Bible stories with 150 
children and teenagers as well.
Let go and let God.

N O RT H  W E ST  A U ST R A L I A

For more news about the North West visit anglicandnwa.org | @northwestanglicans  
or sign up to receive the North West Network magazine

http://www.anglicandnwa.org
https://www.instagram.com/northwestanglicanswa/
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THE VEN GEOFFREY CHADWICK Archdeacon

Bunbury Bulletin

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it 
is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!’ 

(Romans 10:14-15, NRSV)

Greetings from the Diocese of Bunbury!

For those of you who don’t know me, I am originally a Fremantle boy, having been educated at  
White Gum Valley Primary School, South Fremantle Senior High School and Murdoch University. 
I have had adventures in all parts of the Province including teaching Science and Mathematics 
in Paraburdoo, Wickham and Rockingham; parish ministry in Applecross, North Midlands, York, 
Brunswick/Burekup and Gelourp; and 18 years as Chaplain at Bunbury Cathedral Grammar 
School. 

Last year, with the departure of our previous Archdeacon, Julie Baker, I was invited by Bishop 
Ian to take up the role of Archdeacon of Bunbury, and here I am!

January is in interesting month in the Bunbury Diocese. The harvest is over and much of the 
farming community travels to the coast for a well-earned holiday. School holiday makers also 
head our way to swell the populations of popular haunts, and in some cases the locals travel to 
Perth to get away from the crowds!

The South West (which encompasses most of the Diocese) is truly a remarkable place. Wheat 
paddocks, grazing lands, tall forests, caves, whale watching, mountains, beaches and bush all 
feature in our landscapes. This diversity is also matched by our people.

In Bunbury, we are about to enter the AMP season. Parishes will soon be issuing reports and 
electing	new	office	bearers.	We	give	 thanks	 for	 those	who	offer	 to	serve	God	on	our	parish	
councils. Bishop Ian and I will be travelling to those parishes without an incumbent to chair 
those meetings. How fascinating it will be to visit places such as Narrogin, Katanning, The 
Southern Forests, Boyup Brook and Carey Park to name a few.

Now, if you are interested in a ‘Tree Change’ or a ‘Sea Change’ why not talk to one of us at 
the Bunbury Diocese. We are always on the lookout for those willing to serve in this most 
extraordinary part of the world.

Blessings

Geoff

B U N B U R Y
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In the time of Lent, I find it helpful to journey with Thomas Keating’s 
Invitation to Love: The Way of Christian Contemplation (1992 and 2012)
The practice of contemplative prayer and the spiritual journey is for our 
personal growth and the whole human community.

One of the biggest impediments to spiritual growth is that we do not 
perceive our hidden motivations. Our unconscious, prerational emotional 
programming	 from	 childhood.	 Our	 overidentification	 with	 a	 specific	
group or groups. These are sources from which our false self, or injured 
compensatory sense of who we are, gradually emerges and stabilises. 
The	unconscious	influence	of	the	false	self	extends	into	every	aspect	and	
activity of our lives.

The regular practice of contemplative prayer initiates a healing process 
called ‘divine therapy’. 

The deeper levels accessed during prayer loosen the hardpan around the 
emotional weeds stored in the unconscious. The psyche begins to evacuate 
the undigested emotional material of a lifetime, opening a new space for self-knowledge, freedom of 

S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T I O N

THE REVD ROSS JONES Team member of the Tree of Life Programme

2023 Lenten Study

The Imaginary Doorway

Each year, ABM provides Lenten Studies to the church across Australia. 
This year we are delighted to offer you “The Imaginary Doorway” written 
and illustrated by Stephen and Vanessa Daughtry.
“The Imaginary Doorway” is designed for groups and individuals, and sheds new light on some of the 
great stories of the Gospel, from the perspectives of the people Jesus encountered.  A combination 
of	evocative	story,	fine	art,	challenging	reflections,	and	questions,	these	studies	are	designed	to	
draw you closer to the person of Jesus during the 40 days of Lent.

You can order your copies now from www.intothedesert.org 
Copies are $12 each, plus $11 postage, no matter how many copies you order.

http://www.intothedesert.org
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S P I R I T U A L  D I R E C T I O N

Further enquiries may be directed to the Programme Director: 
Archdeacon Michael Pennington 9332 7221 or 0409 372 029 or e-mail michael@mpenn.net

choice, and the discovery of the divine presence 
within us. A growing trust in God, and a bonding 
with the Divine Therapist, enables us to endure 
the process.

The heart of the problem of the human 
condition Jesus addresses head-on, beginning 
his ministry with the word ‘Repent’ (Mark 1:15). 
Change the direction in which you have been 
looking for happiness.

The false self is the pattern of our emotional 
programs for happiness grown into sources of 
motivation and made complex by socialisation 
and	 then	 reinforced	 by	 overidentification	
with our cultural conditioning. Our ordinary 
thoughts, reactions, and feelings manifest the 
false self on every level of our conduct. When 
the false self learns that we have been converted 
and we start practising all the gospel virtues, it 
laughs and dares us to try it. Paul expresses 
this in struggle in Romans 7:15-24. Here is the 
beginning of the real spiritual journey, a lifetime 
journey.

To dismantle these value systems in favour of 
the values of the gospel is not a matter of a few 
high spiritual experiences. We are dealing with 
subtle forces that are powerfully and fully in 
place. These can remain merely tranquilisers of 
an exalted kind if we work at dismantling the 
false self and practising the virtues. Spiritual 
highs give temporary relief and then subside, 
leaving us with the same problems.

After Jesus was anointed with the Spirit in the 
River Jordan, he was led into the desert to be 
tempted. Lent is our battle with temptations. 

The confrontation with false self and the process 
of	 interior	purification.	 Each	of	 the	 instinctual	
needs tempted Jesus. While experiencing them 
to the utmost intensity, he did not consent to 
them (Hebrews 4:15). Desperately hungry, 
Jesus put his trust in his Abba relationship. 
Jesus rejected the appeal for celebrity status. 
Jesus rejected the way of political power.

Jesus rejected the demands of each of the 
emotional programs for happiness. Jesus 
invites us to do the same, saying, ‘Repent’. Let 
go of our motivation of the emotional programs 
for happiness that we learnt as a child as they 
cannot bring a satisfying adult life. Jesus is 
relentless in his harsh language to place strong 
light on the false self-system saying, ‘If your 
eye scandalises you, pull it out’ (Matthew 5:29). 
Jesus emphasises the seriousness of working 
through our attachment to our emotional 
programs for happiness.

We could paraphrase Jesus’ words, ‘If your desire 
for	 survival	 and	 security,	 along	 with	 affection	
and esteem, combined with power and control 
are so dear for you as your eye, hand or foot, 
cut	off!	This	is	the	only	way	you	can	be	free	to	
enter the peace that passes all understanding 
in the Abba relationship’.

mailto:michael%40mpenn.net?subject=
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THE RT REVD DR PETER BRAIN

Our Rich Liturgical Heritage
- Committed promises

A number of years ago at the WACA during an Ashes Test I got chatting to a 
GP who remarked that he was to attend a 50-year reunion of his university 
cohort. He remarked, ‘All but two of our cohort (whose spouses had died) 
are still married to their spouses’. I replied, ‘What a wonderful legacy you 
have given to so many over so many years’. 

His simple, throwaway line made me joyful and 
sad at the same time. Joyful because of their 
commitment but sad because this commitment 
is not always nurtured and worked at today.

Without any statistical evidence, I suspect that 
most of those marriages would have included 
the ubiquitous promises along the lines of, and 
shaped by, the 1662 BCP Marriage Service. The 
words that have been the bedrock and glue of 
marriage, families and our culture run: Wilt thou 
have this Woman/Man to thy wedded husband/
wife, to live together after God’s ordinance in the 
holy estate of Matrimony? Wilt thou love her (obey 
and serve him), comfort her, honour and keep her/
him, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all 
other, keep thee only unto her/him, so long as ye 
both shall live?

Wholehearted commitment is a great gift of 
God. It is delivered from being mere stoicism 
by the gospel, as expressed in the prayers and 
exhortation, along the lines of, ‘… bless these thy 
servants, and sow the seed of eternal life in their 
hearts; that whatsoever in thy holy Word they shall 
profitably learn, they may indeed fulfil the same…’ 
and ‘… pour upon you the riches of His grace, 
sanctify you and bless you … together in holy love 
until your lives’ end. Amen.’

God’s ways bring great blessings, not least 
stability to children and communities, whose 
happiness and nurture depend on committed 
relationships. 

The	 benefits,	 encapsulated	 in	 the	 Marriage	
Service, are built upon commitments that 
include a life-long promise to pursue God’s 
purposes above our own feelings and agendas. 
A leading psychologist wrote that ‘he would 
rather be a hypocrite to his feelings than 

his purposes!’ A culture operating out of an 
‘alternative Trinity of holy wants, holy feelings 
and holy desires’ is challenged by the ‘sickness 
and	health,	richer	or	poorer’	affirmations.	They	
are	 a	 recognition	 that,	 as	 sinners,	 we	 benefit	
from a public commitment to this other-person-
centred lifestyle.

Chaucer’s romanticism that ‘love is blind’ 
is brought down to earth by the BCP.  
G.K. Chesterton, building upon this same 
promise,	 offers	 romanticism	 a	 reality	 check,	
which paradoxically, preserves and nurtures 
it. Reshaping our minds and reforming our 
expectations he observed, ‘Love is not blind, 
that is the last thing that it is. Love is bound, 
and the more it is bound the less it is blind!’

This	 is	 exemplified	 in	 the	 apostle	 Paul’s	
insight that marriage is a picture of Christ 
and the church in his well-known, but largely 
misunderstood, Ephesians chapter 5, and 
carefully expounded with other Scriptures, in 
the exhortation to be read at a wedding service, 
if there be no sermon. Serving each other in 
married life, though hard at times, is a privilege 
and a pathway to freedom, as the prayer,  
‘… whose service is perfect freedom’	 affirms.	 By	
allowing ourselves to be conformed to Christ, 
we	are	offering	the	only	workable	alternative	to	
the focus on self that is proving so damaging to 
our communities.

Individuals, single or married, and churches 
can	 expect	 to	 find	 God’s	 grace	 for	 obedience	
to him, and in their love for others. Humility in 
following Christ’s teaching on marriage remains 
a	great	gift	we	offer	our	world.	Wasting	our	rich	
heritage is a disservice to the world and robs us 
of God’s blessing.
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The Power Of Reconciliation
Justin Welby 
$43.00

B O O K  R E V I E WS

REVIEWED BY SHIRLEY CLAUGHTON 

How many of us will admit to having watched and enjoyed the movie Miss Congeniality 
where Sandra Bullock plays an undercover FBI Agent as a contestant in a beauty 
contest? When answering a question about what she thinks matters most in the 
world, she answers instinctively ‘greater crackdowns on parole violators!’ There was a 
gasp as all at the contest knew what the cliched answer was supposed to be, and she 
quickly responded with ‘oh, and world peace!’, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief.

Using this scenario in his introduction, Justin 
Welby puts the idea of ‘a voice within that says 
that war and killing and violent or destructive 
disagreement is not good. For it to become 
good	requires	justification’.	‘Peace,	on	the	other	
hand, speaks for itself’ with reconciliation ‘the 
activity that leads toward peace, concord, the 
common good and well-being’. 

Thinking	 beyond	 the	 wordly	 conflicts,	 Welby	
wants the reader to look for a way of living, a 
means of reconciliation that does not continually 
diminish what is around us, with ‘climate change 
and loss of biodiversity constituting long term 
mutually assured destruction.’

This book is in three parts and the author 
suggests that each part can be either taken 
alone or the book taken as a whole. Extensive 
Summaries, Case Studies and discussion 
questions are included throughout. The author 
is giving us permission to dip in – choose what 
we want to read of the lengthy 296 pages.

Part	 1	 is	 a	 meditation	 about	 definitions	 and	
difficulties.	We	 look	at	diversity	and	 inevitable	
conflict,	 we	 contrast	 the	 reality	 of	 conflict	

with the age-old desire for peace, drawing 
above all on biblical themes, and then look 
at the resources and origins of ideas about 
reconciliation.

This	first	section	is	about	understanding	what	is	
reconciliation, the obstacles and the hope.

In 2016 at Lambeth Palace, an experiment 
began	in	community	with	15	different	residents	
from all around the world, all Christians but 
of any church tradition, men and women 
between 21-34 years who stayed from each 
September until June. The experiment in 
community has been transformative for both 
its members and Lambeth Palace. ‘To put it 
bluntly’ says Welby, ‘identity is not found in a 
passive acceptance of how I am born, nor in 
a passionate rebellion against the faith I have 
been dealt, or in conformity to self-aggrandizing 
ideas of honour and shame, but in extreme 
and joyful acceptance of mutual responsibility 
with those unlike me, in need of me and whom 
I need even though I may not be aware of it. 
It	 is	in	such	responsibility	and	joy	that	we	find	
reconciliation.’
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While Part 1 asks the question, what is 
reconciliation and why is it so hard to achieve, 
Part 2 looks at a pattern for approaching issues 
of reconciliation, asking the question ‘what can 
I do about it? Part 2 is centered around The 
Coventry model – six ways of being human 
and	 struggling	 with	 conflict.	 Six	 chapters	 are	
based around an action of reconciliation in the 
spirit of how the Provost of Coventry Cathedral, 
Richard Howard, established rebuilt Coventry 
as a centre of reconciliation following the 
Cathedral’s destruction in a bombing raid in 
1940. The new Cathedral sits at right angles 
to the old, and linked by a great window so 
the two go together as a symbol of death and 
resurrection. 

Part 3 of the book seeks to complete the move 
from the theoretical to the highly practical. It 
begins, using the pattern of a course for groups 
called	The	Difference	Course	which	was	written	
in 2020, and the reader is encouraged to use 
this Course. 

The	 first	 reflection	 in	 this	 part	 looks	 at	 being	
Curious, followed by being Present and 
Reimagining - included are numerous examples 
from wide experiences of his own and of others. 

• The Prince of Wales could be ‘present’ to 
every family he met at a memorial service 
for	 families	 of	 police	 officers.	 It	 was	 as	
if each family he met was the only one 
there. ‘The impact of his interest, focus and 
compassion was healing for all.’ There is a 
wealth of insight into personal encounters 
such as this one.

• J K Rowling’s imagination of a world with 
witches and wizards, and how she wrote 
seven volumes of coherent narrative 
that has gripped people of every age and 
contains a profound morality.

• In 2012, when the General Synod of the 
Church of England declined to support 
the ordination of women as bishops, the 
immediate aftermath was a group of 
women and men beginning to reimagine 
the	possibilities	of	a	different	way	forward,	
and saw a simpler form of legislation passed 
amazingly, within two years. 

Justin Welby’s Australian visit last year, helps 
to understand his passion for moving from 
the theoretical to the highly practical. Last 
year, fresh from the Lambeth Conference, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, commenced his 
Australian visit when he and his wife, Caroline, 
attended a ceremony in Kings Park with a 
Welcome to Country before being introduced to 
Noongar Elders. The Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Australian itinerary included visits to Thursday 
Island	and	to	flood-ravaged	Lismore,	where	he	
saw	 firsthand	 how	 communities	 were	 coping	
with rising sea levels and climate change, and 
met with First Nations groups to discuss issues 
of reconciliation.

This remarkable book, in its three distinct 
parts,	 is	 down-to-earth,	 offering	 step-by-step	
guidance about bringing about reconciliation. 
Its aim ‘is to encourage peacebuilding at 
all	 levels,	 recognizing	 the	 difficulties,	 but	
turning the abstract idea of reconciliation into 
something that can be done throughout life’. 
‘Peace	is	not	found	by	avoiding	conflict	but	by	
disagreeing well.’

A useful review of the book by Stephen Cherry can be found at Churchtimes.co.uk, searching 
under book reviews. It is now in bookstores and copies are currently available at St Johns Books 
books@stjohnsbooks.com.au. An e-book is available direct from Booktopia.com.au for $24.00.

mailto:books%40stjohnsbooks.com.au?subject=


MESSENGER | FEBRUARY 2023 27

Jesus: A Life in Class Conflict
James Crossley and Robert J Myles 

B O O K  R E V I E WS

REVIEWED BY THE REVD BRETT GIBSON

‘Game on, comrades!’… was my first thought after reading the preface of Jesus: A Life in 
Class Conflict. Myles and Crossley claim the historical-materialist forces of Jesus’ time 
were of overriding significance compared to the influence of Jesus as an individual, 
and that those forces would inevitably have led to another person rising up to take 
his place. So at the outset, the book presents a challenge to Christians to sharpen up 
their apologetic toolset.

Whilst this reader remains unconvinced by 
attempts to reframe the unique importance 
of individuals like Jesus in driving historical 
events,	 the	 fleshing	 out	 of	 the	 world	 of	 first	
century Palestine was exciting. The authors 
do a commendable job in situating Jesus in his 
social, political and economic context.

Particularly praiseworthy is the reading 
of biblical texts alongside the accounts of 
historians such as Josephus, apocryphal texts 
of the Books of Maccabees and fragments of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Bringing to bear the authors’ particular 
interest	 in	 offering	 a	Marxist	 reading	 of	 Jesus	
(‘understanding the chosen subject as a 
product of the social and material conditions 
of their time and place’ p2) the background of 
biblical events move into the foreground, and 
amorphous ‘crowds’ are brought to life with 
an informed analysis of their dynamics and 
motivations. 

The authors’ self-aware, and sometimes 
amusing, usage of Marxist terminology provides 
a radical reframing of familiar biblical images 
and features. The description of Gehenna as 

an ‘extreme version of gulag’ was a favorite of 
mine. 

The scepticism of biblical scholars concerning 
the	historical	verifiability	of	the	biblical	accounts	
will be likely met in return with scepticism on 
the part of some readers who come to this 
book from a faith background. Indeed, some 
interpretations	 offered	 came	 across	 to	 this	
reader as rather forced (eg suggesting the non-
violence of the Jesus movement was pragmatic 
and strictly disciplined rather than arising from 
principle p154).

That being said – the great contribution that 
this book makes, in my assessment, is to turn 
the ‘spotlight’ that usually rests on a select few 
people and events of the biblical narrative into 
a	‘floodlight’	on	the	broader	scene	in	the	early	
first	 century.	 It’s	 just	 as	well	 the	mechanisms	
of capitalism have provided for this original 
insight into the life of Jesus to, market willing, 
be produced, mass-marketed and consumed. 
The text will keep you on your toes until the 
very end. 
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Hymn Workouts 
Joe Barnard
Paperback, 255 pages, Christian Focus, 2022

B O O K  R E V I E WS

REVIEWED BY CHRISTINE BRAIN

1 High Intensity Interval Training – short bursts of sustained physical activity

This book claims to ‘set your heart ablaze’ by taking 100 classic hymns as springboards 
for meditation on the great themes of scripture. 

Joe Barnard, in his introduction, warns that this is not a frothy ‘devotional’, although the exercises 
within its pages inspire the reader to devotion. It is, he says, a ‘HIIT1 workout for the soul’ designed to 
help readers engage the mind in meditation and the heart to praise. 

There are hymns covering the themes of the holiness of God, the mystery of the gospel, spiritual 
fellowship, spiritual transformation, spiritual disciplines and spiritual trials. Each of the hymns 
is printed in full, with the passages of scripture which are either quoted directly or alluded to in 
the hymn listed alongside. In addition, Barnard has provided the reader with three questions for 
reflection	based	on	the	main	ideas	expressed	in	each	hymn.

This is a book for new Christians, who will gain a comprehensive theological education just by 
meditating on the hymns chosen (alongside the accompanying scriptures) and it is a book for mature 
Christians whose Bible reading may have become somewhat ho-hum. It is a book for a generation 
unused to sustained thought and it is a book for those for whom the ravages of time have made 
sustained	thought	more	difficult.	It	is	a	book	for	individuals	to	use	in	personal	devotions	and	it	is	a	
book	which	can	be	used,	in	part	or	in	full,	by	groups.	In	fact,	I	can’t	think	of	anyone	who	won’t	benefit	
from taking the challenge to undertake a regular ‘Hymn Workout’.
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Site works

During February and March there will be some 
welcome renovation works to improve security 
and access to the Archives. During this time 
the	Archives	staff	will	be	working	as	usual	from	
another	office	on	the	Swanleigh	precinct.	

Volunteers

Our dedicated volunteer team has continued 
to work during January on the important tasks 
of preparing incoming items. We are pleased 
that we have recently had an application from 
a volunteer to make garment bags for our 
collection of uniforms. We are looking for a 
good second-hand machine sewing machine 
in the archives so that the work can be done 
on-site. If you or anyone you know has a good 
machine that they are willing to donate, please 
let us know.

Deliveries

While the site works are in progress during 
February and March, we can help you to 
prepare the paperwork for transfer later in the 
year	but	please	do	not	drop	off	or	send	items	
to the Archives. We encourage everyone to use 
the forms which are available online and to call 
us prior to any delivery. This will help reduce 
the workload at the archives and potentially 
save	 you	 time	and	effort.	We	appreciate	 your	
cooperation.

I welcome your prayers as we navigate all these 
changes.

We welcome 2023 as a year of change for the Archives.
Current Archivist, Naomi Lam, is on maternity leave from February and I am privileged to be able to 
hold the position until her return to work in 2024. I am grateful for Naomi’s preparation, patience and 
encouragement during the handover phase in January. We wish her all the best for this new chapter 
in her life and the life of her family.

Many Perth Anglicans will know me from various groups and activities in which I have participated. 
Most	Sundays	will	find	me	playing	the	flute	at	Kingsley-North	Woodvale	with	the	music	team.	I	am	
also a member of the Third Order of the Society of St Francis and currently hold the positions of 
Regional Minister for WA and Provincial Archivist.

D I O C E S A N  A R C H I V E S  

ANNE WILSON tssf Archivist



SUMMER
SCHOOL

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
IN FEBRUARY 

2.00PM - 5.00PM

WEEK 1: 5TH FEBRUARY
FAITH & HUMAN DIGNITY
AN INTRODUCTION
Guest Speakers:
Archbishop Kay Goldsworthy
The Revd Dr Christy Capper

WEEK 2: 12TH FEBRUARY
HUMAN TRAFFICKING & 
MODERN-DAY SLAVERY
Guest Speakers:
The Revd Gemma Baseley
Franca Pellegrini: walkfree.org 

WEEK 3: 19TH FEBRUARY
FAMILY & DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE
Guest Speakers:
The Revd Dr Sue Boorer
The Revd Tracy Lauersen

WEEK 4: 26TH FEBRUARY
SUPPORTING A FIRST 
NATIONS VOICE
Guest Speakers:
The Revd Dr Raewynne 
Whiteley   |   Mr Ian Carter 
Mr Gray Castledine

20 23

FAITH & HUMAN DIGNITY

BOOKINGS  |  MORE INFORMATION: https://www.trybooking.com/CFHIXBOOKINGS  |  MORE INFORMATION: https://www.trybooking.com/CFHIXBOOKINGS  |  MORE INFORMATION: https://www.trybooking.com/CFHIX

https://www.trybooking.com/CFHIX
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Diocesan Farewell Service for Bishop Jeremy
Sunday 15 January 2023, St George’s Cathedral

New Principal at Guildford Grammar School

Introducing Mr Peter Allen, the new principal at Guildford Grammar School 
who commenced his role in early January.

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

www.perth.anglican.org @AnglicanArchbishopPerth @anglicanchurchperth

DIOCESAN E-BULLETIN |  13 JANUARY 2023

for The Right Reverend Jeremy James tssf

You are warmly invited to the

St George’s Cathedral, Perth
 

followed by light refreshments

Sunday 15 January 2023, 5.oopm

Diocesan Farewell Service

19 December 2022

Celebration of the 50th Anniversary 
of the inauguration  of the 

Parish of Lynwood-Langford-Ferndale 

The service will be followed by a finger-food lunch; time to view memorabilia;
share memories of the parish and catch up with old friends!

 

If you are able to attend please email the Wardens Sue and Lea at
lynwoodanglicans@gmail.com by 12 February 2023   

 

If you cannot attend you may still like to share your memories by using the
same email address to send them to us for sharing at the celebration

When responding it would he helpful to know if you have any special dietary requirements

Sunday, 19 February 2023 | 9.00am 
with Bp Kate Presiding

https://www.trybooking.com/CFHIX
mailto:lynwoodanglicans%40gmail.com?subject=
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ANTHONY HOWES 
Anthony presents more news of arts and entertainment every Saturday from 10.00am till 12.00noon  
on Capital Radio 101.7 FM and Capital Digital

The beginning of each year sees the advertising splash for the Perth Festival 
and the Perth Fringe. There is certainly a plethora of productions in every 
conceivable art form on sale! What must this poor arts columnist decide 
needs promotion in his scribblings? Yours truly has decided to point you 
to the glossy brochures for these events: and know you will choose wisely. 
At the same time, I would ask you to bring your patronage to the community itself and the various 
groups, both musical and theatrical, who continue to present high quality productions, and do so 
throughout the year, with, possibly, little to spend on ‘promotion’. 

Of the many stage productions coming up soon throughout Perth, it is pleasing to see the international 
voice of the stage. At The Old Mill Theatre in South Perth, the Pulitzer Prize-winning play by David 
Lindsay Abaire, Rabbit Hole plays from 17 February to 4 March. It examines the loss of a child to 
parents	in	a	single	sex	marriage	and	the	difficult	and	different	ways	of	dealing	with	grief.	

The classic John Steinbeck novella Of Mice and Men comes to The Stirling Theatre, Morris Place, 
Innaloo. The play tells the story of two farm workers in Depression-era California trying to scrape 
together enough money to buy a house as they drift from ranch to ranch. It’s a story of brotherly 
love; but when trouble arises, one friend must choose between protecting his colleague or, staying 
the course toward his version of the American Dream. The season plays 10-25 February. 

For comedy with heart, perhaps The Melville Theatre, Canning Highway (cnr Stock Road), Palmyra 
is for you. The play, Plaza Suite by Neil Simon, features the bittersweet and hilarious stories of three 
couples staying in suite 719 of New York’s Plaza Hotel. One couple’s long marriage is showing some 
wear and tear; high school sweethearts meet again after 17 years; and another couple deal with their 
daughter’s wedding day. Each of the “three plays within the one” has its own director, with an overall 
creative director, Melville Theatre president Susan Lynch. It plays from 17 February to 4 March. For 
more plays from community theatre, contact The Independent Theatres’ Association of WA, email 
enquiries@ita.org.au.

1- Act one of Plaza Suite features Laura Mercer, left, as the waiter, Joel Sammels as Sam Nash, Natalie Burbage as Karen Nash and Audrey Poor as Jean 
McCormack; 2- Karen Nash (Natalie Burbage, top) looks into the eyes of Sam (Joel Sammels) in Plaza Suite; 3 - Muriel Tate (Sarah Diggins, left) and Jesse 
Kiplinger (Brian O’Donovan) raise their glasses in act two of Plaza Suite. Picture: Mel Cook Photography; 4 - Act two of Plaza Suite features Sarah Diggins, 
left, as Muriel Tate and Brian O’Donovan as Jesse Kiplinger. Picture: Mel Cook Photography; 5	-	Norma	Hubley	(Susan	Lynch,	left)	and	Roy	Hubley	(Geoffrey	
Leeder) sound out the situation in act theatre of Plaza Suite; 6 - Act three of Plaza Suite	features	Geoffrey	Leeder,	left,	as	Roy	Hubley	and	Susan	Lynch	as	
Norma Hubley. 

T H E AT R E  -  A N D  OT H E R  A RTS

1

4

2

5

3

6

mailto:enquiries%40ita.org.au?subject=
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T H E AT R E  -  A N D  OT H E R  A RTS

I continue to admire the way our musicians, thespians and community organizations always rally 
to help a worthwhile cause. Simply, let me record the actions of young Metropolitan Symphony 
Orchestra’s prizewinning musicians, the Order of St John of Jerusalem Knights Hospitaller and the 
Royal Overseas League, for staging a fund-raising concert for medical and educational supplies for 
the people of Ukraine. 

Called Music Under the Stars, this will take place at a private residence in Kings Park Avenue on 
Saturday 18 February with guests given a light supper and then a concert, where all the performers 
have donated their time and talent with classic favourites from Liszt to Sarasate and music theatre 
showstoppers old and new. Special guests are theatre stars Katherine and Justin Freind and The 
Echoes of Ukraine Choir (pictured below). Of course, the Choir members will perform songs which 

capture their homeland’s beauty and courage. The 
young musicians, with international experience, 
include 13-year-old violinist Audrey Jarvis, and 
18-year-old piano prodigy Tina Algeri. Raymond 
Yong, soloist with major Australian Symphony 
Orchestras and soprano Charis Postmus, star 
of WAAPAS’ Orpheus in the Underworld and 
Pirates	of	Penzance	share	the	platform.	All	profit	
raised is to assist Ukraine recover from their 
invasion. Simply, ‘thank you’ to these musicians 
for giving of themselves. Bookings are heavy, 
but for inquiries, contact The OSJ Secretary:  
secretary@osj.wa.priory@gmail.com. 

mailto:secretary%40osj.wa.priory%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:admin%40fremantle.perth.anglican.org?subject=
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Appointments
The Revd Chris Hind Priest-in-Charge, Lynwood-Langford-Ferndale 15.01.23
The Revd Devon Foster Assistant Priest, West Perth 01.04.23
The Revd Ernest Lennon Rector, Fremantle (from the United Kingdom) TBA
The Revd Clive Hillman Rector, South Perth (from the United Kingdom) TBA

Locum Tenens
The Ven David Ingleson Mt Hawthorn 01.12.22-31.05.23
The Ven Jack Thomson Woodlands-Wembley Downs 01.02.23-31.07.23
The Very Revd Dr John Shepherd AM  Fremantle 01.01.23-30.06.23
The Revd Bill Hawley Scarborough 01.02.23-30.04.23
The	Revd	Dean	Griffiths Carine-Duncraig 01.02.23-09.04.23
The Revd Rae Reinertsen Guildford 24.01.23-11.04.23
The Revd Bob Milne Amana Living 01.01.23-31.12.23
The Revd Sebastiana Pienaar Locum Cathedral Pastor 10.01.23-09.04.23
The Revd Graham Wright Casuarina Prison 01.01.23-30.06.23
The Revd Chris Bedding Subiaco 15.01.23-15.02.23
The Rt Revd Dr Peter Brain Willetton 01.02.23-30.06.23

Resignation
The Revd Nicholas Lockwood Priest-in-Charge, Willetton 29.01.23

Ordination to the Diaconate - Thursday 23 February 2023, St George’s Cathedral
Mr Grahame Bowland
Mr Mark Davis
Mr Lloyd D’Souza
Dr Noah Mbano

RIP
The Revd John Warner 26.12.22

C L E R GY  N E WS
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Volunteer Organist
Available for church and entertainment
around the Northern suburbs.
Relief, casual or full time

Email: music4meandu@hotmail.com

C L A S S I F I E D S

A Gift in 
your Will,

regardless 
of size…

… is one of the most generous things you 
could do for our charity. This lasting gesture 
will support a family somewhere in WA.

 For more information or a private 
conversation: 9263 2076 or 
bequests@anglicarewa.org.au

mailto:precentor%40perthcathedral.org?subject=
http://www.perthcathedral.org
mailto:music4meandu%40hotmail.com?subject=
https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/get-involved/leave-a-bequest
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CROSSWORD SETTER 
REQUIRED

KINLAR VESTMENTS
Quality vestments - albs,  

chasubles, stoles, altar cloths, 
and more.

Phone Vickii for an appointment 
0409 114 093 or 08 6460 6468

kinlar.vestments@gmail.com
kinlarvestments.com.au

DEADLINE: 

Around the 24th or 25th of every month prior to 
publication. Articles must be under 400 words 
and may be edited without notice, images to 
accompany articles are encouraged

PHOTOGRAPHS: 

Permission needs to be sought from parents/
guardians/carers for photographs with children. 
Digital photos should be a high quality.

Get in touch with  Get in touch with  
the Messenger teamthe Messenger team

Phone: 08 9425 7200
Email: messenger@perth.anglican.org

MESSENGER

C L A S S I F I E D S

After more than 15 years,  
Fr Ted Witham is no longer able to 

serve as the Messenger  
Crossword Setter.

Is there anyone out there who 
might be interested in putting up 

their hand to take on this task? If so, 
please contact the Messenger Team at 

messenger@perth.anglican.org.

Bibles, CDs and DVDs, cards  
and others ...

39 Hulme Court, Myaree WA 6154
Monday – Friday: 10.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday: 10.30am - 3.00pm
rich7harvest@gmail.com

rich7harvest.com.au

RICH HARVEST 
CHRISTIAN SHOP

mailto:messenger@perth.anglican.org
mailto:messenger%40perth.anglican.org.?subject=
mailto:rich7harvest%40gmail.com?subject=
https://rich7harvest.com.au/
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St George’s Cathedral
Information about our services and events can be found  

on the website at www.perthcathedral.org
Everyone is very welcome to all services and events at the  

Mother Church of the Diocese. 

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00am

Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am 

Choral Eucharist
5.00pm

Choral Evensong

MONDAY TO SATURDAY SERVICES
Monday - Saturday 8.00am Morning Prayer and 8.15am Holy Eucharist
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 12.15pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 10.15am Holy Eucharist
Monday - Saturday 4.00pm Evening Prayer

SPECIAL SERVICES
Thursday 2 February 12.15pm The Presentation of Christ in the Temple - Holy Eucharist at the 

High Altar
Tuesday 7 February 12.15pm Service	for	Healing	and	Wholeness	(held	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	

every month)
Sunday 5 February 5.00pm Choral Evensong, Vocations Sunday - The Ven Angela Webb, 

Archdeacon of Perth
Sunday 12 February 5.00pm Choral Evensong, Vocations Sunday - Sam Walsh, AO, former CEO 

Rio Tinto
Sunday 19 February 5.00pm Choral Evensong, Vocations Sunday - Tina Campbell, Principal of  

St George’s Anglican Grammar School
Wednesday 22 February 6.30pm Ash Wednesday - Choral Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes
Thursday 23 February 7.00pm Sung Eucharist with Ordination of Deacons

SPIRITUALITY SERIES 
Enrolments to spirituality@perthcathedral.org or phone 9325 5766

Wednesday 8 February 9.30am-2.00pm 
The Next Step  

presented by The Very Revd Chris Chataway, Dean of St George’s Cathedral 
(Entry $15 includes lunch) 

Wednesday 22 February  9.30am–11.30am 
The Person behind the Music: the spirituality which inspired some of the music of our liturgy 

presented by Keaton Staz, St George’s Cathedral Lay Clerk
(Entry $10)

W H E R E  TO  WO R S H I P  

http://www.perthcathedral.org
mailto:spirituality%40perthcathedral.org?subject=
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