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5  M A R KS 
O F  M I S S I O N

1 To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom

2 To teach, baptise and nurture new believers

3 To respond to human need by loving service

4 To transform unjust structures of society, to 
challenge violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation

5 To strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation, and sustain and renew the life of 
the earth

M I S S I O N  2 0 2 0 + 
P R AY E R

Come, Holy Spirit!

Give us new confidence in your grace,

new words for the mission we share,

new strength to go where you send us,

new spring in our step, as we set out

to spread our faith in changing times,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

This month’s edition of the Messenger is jam-packed 
with all things eucharistic in honour of Corpus Christi 
or ‘The Thanksgiving for the Holy Communion’ which 
the Church celebrates on 16 June. 

Dorothy Lee writes on the Bread of Life narrative from 
John’s Gospel; John Shepherd writes on the Eucharist 
in the Early Church; and N T Wright explores the 
different aspects of eucharistic theology. 

There’s also an informative Q&A on the Eucharist 
by the Archbishop’s Chaplain and instructions on 
how to make homemade altar bread from Andrew 
McGowan, plus an article on Pentecost by the Dean. 
Bishop Jeremy and Dr Elizabeth Smith offer their 
reflections on the recent meeting of General Synod.

Of course, there are all our usual contributors to 
keep readers up to date with news from across Perth 
- parishes, schools and agencies. 

A Prayer from the BCP service of Holy Communion:

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all 
desires known, 
  and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfect love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy Holy name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A  N OT E  F R O M 
T H E  E D I TO R
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Corpus Christi (literally ‘Body of Christ’ in Latin) is a feast day which our 
Anglican prayer book and lectionary refers to as ‘The Thanksgiving for 
the Holy Communion’. The feast was instituted in the thirteenth century 
as a day to celebrate Christ’s real presence in the sacrament and to give 
thanks for the gift of the Eucharist outside the more sombre context of 
Maundy Thursday. 

As part of the celebrations, the sacrament 
was displayed in an ornate receptacle 
called a monstrance and was carried in 
joyous procession with candles, incense, 
bells and flowers strewn before its path. 
At the Reformation, the Church of England  
re-examined its views on the Eucharist (cf 
Articles XXVIII - XXXI) and discontinued such 
things as Corpus Christi in reaction to the 
theological controversies at the time. The 
nineteenth century Oxford Movement saw 
the renewal of the catholic tradition within 
Anglicanism and the eventual revival of the 
feast of Corpus Christi as a day of thanksgiving 
for the Eucharist.

Whilst Anglicans can still affirm that the 
sacrament ‘was not ordained by Christ to be 
gazed upon or to be carried about’ (Article 
XXV), we have also come to recognise the value 
of occasions like Corpus Christi when we get 
to celebrate and savour a gift that can often 
be taken for granted and merely gazed upon, 
consumed and carried away within us, week 
after week without much thought. 

‘To know that Jesus loves me is one thing’ says 
Charles Spurgeon, ‘but to be visited by Him in 

love is more. Delightful and instructive as it is 
to behold the likeness of Christ by meditation, 
yet the enjoyment of His actual presence is 
something more. Never mind that bread and 
wine, unless you can use them as folks often 
use their spectacles. What do they use them 
for? To look at? No, to look through them. 

So, use the bread and wine as a pair of 
spectacles. Look through them, and do not be 
satisfied until you can say, “Yes, yes, I can see 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world.”’

Corpus Christi or The Thanksgiving for the Holy 
Communion is traditionally celebrated on the 
Thursday (or in some places, the Sunday) after 
Trinity Sunday because it is the culmination of 
all the great feasts we have commemorated 
since Maundy Thursday. In the Eucharist, we 
find a memorial of the last supper and the 
cross; we encounter the risen and ascended 
Christ through the mediation and outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit; and we partake in the divine life 
of the blessed Trinity. The Eucharist, the Lord’s 
Supper, the Holy Communion is therefore the 
gift that gives us everything, and for this reason 
we have much to give thanks.

On Corpus Christi
FR JACOB LEGARDA  Archbishop’s Chaplain
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This is the richest legacy 
Thou hast on man bestow’d: 
Here chiefly, Lord, we feed on thee, 
And drink thy precious blood.

Here all thy blessings we receive, 
Here all thy gifts are given, 
To those that would in thee believe 
Pardon, and grace, and heaven.

- Charles Wesley

Image: La bénédiction des blés en Artois  
by Jules Brenton 1857

Eucharist Q&A
FR JACOB LEGARDA  Archbishop’s Chaplain

Given how important and frequent the Eucharist is for many Anglicans, the Episcopal Office 
often receives questions from clergy and laity about Holy Communion. The following Q&A 
represents some of the questions received and replies given, and is offered here to stimulate 
further discussion and study.

What does the Anglican Church of Australia believe and teach about the Eucharist?

According to the doctrinal formularies of the Anglican Church of Australia1, the Eucharist 
(also called the Holy Communion and the Lord’s Supper) is one of two gospel sacraments or 
‘effectual signs of grace’2 instituted by Christ at his last supper to be ‘a perpetual memory of that 
his precious death, until his coming again’3. To this ‘one oblation of himself once offered’ the 
Church unites its ‘sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving’4. The Anglican Church also affirms that 
‘the bread which we break is a partaking of the body of Christ5; and likewise the cup of blessing 
is a partaking of the blood of Christ’ so that feeding upon him by faith with thanksgiving ‘we 
may evermore dwell in him and he in us’6 . The rubrics of The Book of Common Prayer require 
that a bishop or priest presides over the Eucharist; and that the consecrated elements, which 

1 Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion and The Book of Common Prayer with The Ordinal (1662).
2 Article XXV, Of the Sacraments.
3 BCP, Holy Communion service.
4 BCP, Holy Communion service.
5 Article XXVIII, Of the Lord’s Supper.
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are administered in both kinds, are to be handled reverently and used only for the purposes of 
communion7. Within these parameters, the Anglican Church allows for a diversity of theological 
views and liturgical styles.

Why is this sacrament commonly called the ‘Eucharist’?

The term ‘Eucharist’ comes from the Greek word for ‘thanksgiving’. According to the Synoptic 
Gospels and St Paul’s first Letter to the Corinthians, Jesus ‘gave thanks’ (εύχαριστήσας) as he 
took bread and wine, and shared it with his disciples. Recognising the significance of this, the 
Early Church came to refer to the breaking of the bread as ‘Eucharist’. The Book of Homilies 
explains that ‘the godly fathers named it Eucharistia, that is thanksgiving’ because it is ‘the 
matter, the cause, the beginning and the end of all thanksgiving’8. 

Given its scriptural roots and ancient usage, ‘Eucharist’ has become the preferred name for 
the sacrament of Christ’s body and blood in both Anglican and ecumenical circles; and for this 
reason it is the term used in all official documents produced by the Anglican Communion and 
the World Council of Churches.

How often must the Holy Communion be celebrated?

The canons instruct that ‘the Holy Communion or the Lord’s Supper should be celebrated 
sufficiently frequently and at appropriate times’9. Most parishes in this Diocese celebrate the 
Eucharist at least every Sunday.

Which parts of the Eucharist must be led/done by the priest, and which parts may be led/
done by a lay minister?

The following sections of the Eucharist (APBA 119-144) are ‘presidential’ in nature and reserved 
for the presiding bishop or priest alone:

• The Greeting #3 • The Great Thanksgiving #26-27
• The Absolution #7 • The Breaking of the Bread #28-29
• The Collect of the Day #11 • The Prayer after Communion #30
• The Greeting of Peace #24 • The Blessing #33

It is the practice of this Diocese that the Gospel #16 is proclaimed by the presider or the liturgical 
deacon. Only licensed clergy or lay ministers authorised by the Archbishop may deliver the 
Sermon #17. All other parts of the service may be led/done by the Liturgical Assistant (LA) or 
Lay Pastoral Minister (LPM).

Who may receive communion?

Since the Lord’s Supper is a sign of Christian discipleship, the canons admit only the following 
persons to communion:
• a baptised member of this Church who has been confirmed or desires to be confirmed10 
• a baptised and communicant member of another Christian church11 
• a baptised child who is able to ask for the sacrament and understands its meaning12 

A priest may not refuse communion to a member of the Church without the prior direction of 
the Archbishop13. 

6 BCP, Holy Communion service.
7 See Holy Communion service.
8 Homily XV – On the worthy receiving of the Sacrament of the Body 

and Blood of Christ.
9 Holy Communion Canon 2001.

10 Admission to Holy Communion Canon 1973.
11 Admission to Holy Communion Canon 1973.
12 Canon for the Admission of Children to Holy Communion 1981.
13 Holy Communion Canon 2001.
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What elements are to be used for Holy Communion?

The Lambeth Quadrilateral commits Anglicans to administer the Eucharist ‘with unfailing use of 
Christ’s words of institution and of the elements ordained by him’ – namely, bread and wine14. 
The Book of Common Prayer requires that ‘the best and purest wheat bread’ be used and the 
canons of this Church instructs that ‘the wine must be of good quality’15. 

What options are available to those who cannot consume gluten or alcohol?

Low-gluten wafers are made of wheat starch and generally contain only 0.0001 percent gluten16 
making them suitable for most people with gluten intolerance or sensitivity. Completely  
gluten-free wafers are somewhat problematic because they are made of potato, rice or tapioca 
which means that they are not strictly ‘wheat bread’ as required by The Book of Common Prayer.

Mustum wine (which is a type of grape juice that has been allowed to ferment up to a certain 
point to keep its natural alcoholic content under 1.0 percent) is suitable for use with those who 
cannot consume a detectable amount of alcohol.

Within the Anglican Communion, there is also a view that it is not necessary to define ‘bread’ or 
‘wine’ in precise detail and that ‘it is enough that the elements should be realistically capable of 
being called ‘bread’ and ‘wine’ in the context of the celebration of the Eucharist’17. Even if, with 
this in mind, appropriate alternatives are made available to those who are unable to consume 
any amount of gluten or alcohol – the presider is still to use wheat bread and fortified wine at 
the consecration and for the rest of the congregation.

Is it preferable that the priest receive communion last after serving the congregation 
first?

While a dinner host would ordinarily serve their guests first before sitting down to eat, this 
does not apply to the administration of communion because the priest ‘is to be seen by the 
assembly to receive communion as an example to be followed – the further visible expression 
of ‘Do this in remembrance of me’18. The canons and The Book of Common Prayer require that 
the presider ‘first receive the Communion in both kinds himself [or herself] and then proceed 
to deliver the same to the Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, in like manner, if any be present, and 
after that to the people’19. 

Why is intinction discouraged?

According to the canons, ‘the sacrament must normally be offered separately in both kinds to 
every communicant’20 – intinction (or dipping the host in the chalice) is therefore an unwarranted 
practice which crept into churches during the 1980’s AIDS outbreak in the belief that it was a 
safer way to partake of the common cup. Recent studies indicate that the opposite is true given 
that intinction introduces more pathogens to the wine than saliva alone 21. When the host is 
placed in the palm of each communicant, it absorbs infectious agents that are present on the 
hand from touching collection money, or sharing the peace, or covering a sneeze or a cough. 
That host (and quite often the communicant’s fingertips too) is then dipped in the chalice, 
directly transferring the infectious agents to the wine. Intinction is therefore a risky practice, 
and more so during a pandemic.
14 Resolution 11, Lambeth Conference 1888.
15 Holy Communion Canon 2001.
16 The Australian Food Standards code requires that food labelled as 

‘gluten-free’ must not contain more than 0.0003 percent detectable 
gluten. Low-gluten wafers fall within this threshold.

17 Eucharistic Food and Drink: A report of the Inter-Anglican Liturgical 
Commission to the Anglican Consultative Council, 2005.

18 Celebrating the Eucharist, Alcuin Liturgy Guides: SPCK, 2005.
19 BCP Holy Communion service; see also, Holy Communion Canon 

2001.
20 Holy Communion Canon 2001.
21 Eucharistic Practice and the Risk of Infection: A medical report 

commissioned by the Anglican Church of Canada, 2014.
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22 Sacrament Act 1547, Church of England.
23 Holy Communion Canon 2001.
24 ‘God’s Reign and Our Unity’ Report of the Anglican-Reformed international commission, 1981-1984. World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

and The Anglican Consultative Council.
25 See BCP Holy Communion service.

Is witholding the chalice in the time of a pandemic contrary to Christ’s command and 
Anglican teaching (Article XXX)?

Anglicanism has always held that the sacrament is to be administered in both kinds (i.e. bread 
and wine) as Christ has commanded – ‘except when necessity otherwise require’ 22. This caveat 
acknowledges the possibility of exceptional circumstances when administering the sacrament 
in both kinds is not feasible or advisable, such as a pandemic. 

May the priest refrain from consecrating the wine or consuming the chalice in solidarity 
with the congregation when they are unable to share the common cup?

The example of Christ, The Book of Common Prayer and the canons of this Church require the 
twofold consecration of both bread and wine at the Holy Communion23. ‘The minister as leader 
has a representative character, to act as ‘the one on behalf of many’… he [or she] does not act in 
his [or her] own name, but in the name of Christ and in the name of the whole body of Christ’24. 
So, first and foremost, the priest is called to act in solidarity with Christ by taking and giving 
thanks for both the bread and the wine. In consuming the chalice, the priest also expresses his 
or her solidarity with God’s people by modelling what the Church is ordinarily commanded to 
do.

What happens if the consecrated bread or wine runs out during the distribution of 
communion?

If extra bread or wine are needed, they must be consecrated by the priest before being 
administered25. It is sufficient for the priest to pray:

Over the bread
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’

Over the wine
After supper, Jesus took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.’
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What happens to consecrated bread or wine that cannot be consumed?

According to The Book of Common Prayer, any excess consecrated elements must be reverently 
consumed26. Since no alternative methods of disposal are offered or envisioned, every effort 
should be made to ascertain the necessary quantity of bread and wine to be consecrated; and 
if the sacrament is to be reserved, it should be frequently replenished to avoid spoilage. If too 
much wine has been consecrated, the priest may invite others to assist with its consumption.

How does the practice of reserving the sacrament sit with Article XXVIII which states 
that ‘the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried 
about, lifted up, or worshipped’?

The practice of reserving the sacrament for the sick and housebound goes back to the time 
of the Early Church: ‘And when the presider has given thanks and all the people say ‘Amen’ 
those who are called deacons give to each of those present the bread and wine mixed with 
water over which the thanksgiving was pronounced, and to those who are absent they carry 
away a portion’ (Justin Martyr, 153AD). At the Reformation, reservation was discontinued in 
the Church of England to counter the erroneous belief that worshipping or gazing upon the 
sacrament was a substitute for communion. The Book of Common Prayer’s requirement that 
the priest celebrate the Eucharist at the bedside of the sick or dying person often proved to 
be impractical, especially as Anglicans became more accustomed to weekly communion. In 
the nineteenth century, the reservation of the sacrament was revived with the proviso that 
everything reserved is to be eventually consumed as Christ has ordained. Canonically, ‘the 
sacrament may be reserved for the sick and housebound, those dying or in special need, and 
for devotional services, with the lawful permission of the bishop’27. 

What are the current guidelines around communion by extension?

The consecrated bread may be reserved and shared with those who are unable to attend the 
celebration of the Eucharist due to illness, infirmity or confinement. This practice of sharing 
‘communion by extension’ may only take place with the written permission of the Archbishop 
and according to the authorised rite of administration. When communion by extension takes 
place on a regular basis at an aged care facility, hospital, prison, etc. the parish priest or chaplain 
need only apply once for ongoing permission from the current Archbishop. The reserved 
sacrament is to be stored in an aumbry, transported in a pyx and regularly replenished.

26 BCP Holy Communion service.
27 Principle 67. Reservation of the Sacrament, ‘The Principles of Canon Law Common to the Churches of the Anglican Communion’, The 

Anglican Consultative Council 2008.

https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/anglican-diocese-of-perth/documents/Pastoral-Form-for-Receiving-Holy-Communion-by-Extension.pdf?mtime=20200220122630&focal=none
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THE REVD PROFESSOR DOROTHY A LEE FAHA  
Trinity College, University of Divinity, Melbourne

The Bread of Life Narrative (John 6)

The narrative of John 6 is part of a wider section in John’s Gospel that 
deals with the overarching theme of the ‘feasts of the Jews’. It begins with 
the sabbath (Jn 5), the Passover (Jn 6), the feast of Tabernacles (Jn 7–9), 
and the feast of Dedication (Jn 10). In each case, the fourth evangelist 
demonstrates how the Old Testament feasts find fulfillment in Jesus. 
Underlying this motif is the theological understanding that the Johannine 
Jesus is the Temple of God, the dwelling place of God’s glory (1:14).
Although John 6 is often referred to as 
‘discourse’, it is really a long narrative. The key 
is the miraculous feeding of the 5,000 (6:1–
15), which is a Johannine ‘sign’ that points to 
the divine glory manifest in Jesus (2:11). The 
ensuing sections, following the feeding explore 
the meaning of that feeding in dialogue with 
the crowd and, later, the religious authorities. 

The narrative moves initially in the direction 
of faith, as the crowd’s misunderstanding is 
illuminated by Jesus to the point where he 

reveals himself as the Bread of Life (6:35). This 
is the first of John’s ‘I am’ sayings, the innermost 
meaning of the ‘sign’. Thereafter, the tide 
turns and the narrative moves in the opposite 
direction: to an increasing rejection of Jesus 
and his scandalous message (6:60-62). In the 
end only the small community of disciples is left 
and even among them is a betrayer (6:66-71). 
Yet even in misunderstanding, Jesus reveals his 
identity.

The feeding itself - the parabolic narrative on 
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which everything that follows is based - moves 
through the narrative to include not only eating 
but also drinking; not only flesh but also blood. 
This expansion is already indicated at the ‘I am’ 
saying at 6:35, but is more fully drawn out at 
6:51-58. The language is eucharistic, though the 
aim is not to speak primarily of the sacrament. 
Its reality is assumed. What John 6 does is to 
indicate what that sacramental life really means. 

Above all, for John it means abiding in Jesus. 
Sharing in his flesh and blood in the sacrament 
is the core symbol of that indwelling and of the 
mutual love into which we are drawn. 

Essentially it is about entering into the 
communion between Father and Son 
through the enticing presence of the 

Holy Spirit.

What is most remarkable in this narrative is 
not just the sacramental presence of the Lord 
in the eucharist, though that is implied. What 
is more radical, and underlies the eucharist, 
is the incarnation itself: that Jesus is both the 
son of Mary and Joseph - an ordinary son with 
ordinary human parents - and at the same ‘the 
bread which has come down from heaven,’ 
God’s divine self-gift. 

The incarnation makes palpable all the elements 
of Passover and exodus: the manna given in 
the wilderness, the sacrifice and eating of the 

paschal lamb, the rescue from slavery and 
the divine protection and sustenance of God’s 
people on their journey to the Promised Land. 
All of that is now embodied in the Johannine 
Jesus who, like Sophia in the Old Testament 
Wisdom literature, is both the giver and the gift, 
the host at the table and the food itself.

The traces of an implicitly feminine image may 
also be discerned in this narrative. The only time 
a human feeds on a living human being is in 
breast-feeding. For the ancients, breast milk is 
a form of maternal blood from which the infant 
is born and on which it feeds. Birth imagery is 
found in the dialogue with Nicodemus (3:1-21), 
in the farewell discourse (16:21) and, at the 
crucifixion, in the piercing of Jesus’ side and the 
flow of water and blood (19:34). In the Medieval 
period, the church would develop this language 
to speak of Jesus as mother who gives birth to 
believers and sustains them with his own self in 
the eucharist (Anselm, Julian of Norwich). 

John 6 is a rich and extensive narrative that 
moves in different directions, ending on 
something of a tragic note, with intimations of 
Jesus’ death throughout. Yet that death is all 
of a piece with the incarnation, the eucharist, 
the resurrection: together they represent the 
life-giving, maternal love of God that births us, 
sustains us, holds us in being in life and death, 
and finally sends us out to bring that reconciling 
love to all creation.
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St Augustine defined a sacrament as ‘a sign of something sacred’. The word 
itself is derived from the Latin ‘sacramentum’, which refers to a mystery. 

Sacraments are the means by which Christian 
believers enter into the mystery of Christ – the 
mystery of the Word made flesh present in 
all earthly things, things that are both blessed 
and blessing, drawing people ever closer to the 
Christlike God. ‘If you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things which are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, for you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God’ (Colossians 
3:1-3). Mystery and more mystery, for we who 
set our minds on things above attend ever more 
closely to things below, to people and events 
here and now, for the hidden God looks us in 
the eye at every turn.

As the infant church grew, people began to 
discover more in the rites which were the 
‘outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual 
grace’. 

Sacraments of the church are 
recognised as given to us by Christ 
himself, given as meeting places, 

meetings with Christ and one another, 
places set apart which open our eyes 

to the truth that every place and every 
person is special. 

God’s fingerprints are everywhere, if only we 
have eyes to see and hearts to worship, and 

THE MOST REVD KAY GOLDSWORTHY AO Archbishop
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the church’s sacraments open blind eyes and 
soften cold hearts. 

Matter matters, as through everyday realities 
- water, bread, oil - Christ communicates his 
saving presence with us and for us in order to 
equip, enable, and empower us to live and act 
as his followers and friends, his body, hands 
and feet and voice in today’s world. 

Sacramental signs assure us and re-
assure us that God has come to us, that 
God never ceases to come to us, so that 
we can live out Christ’s love in blessing 

and comfort and transformation.

These sign languages we have been given 
triggers our decision to allow God’s love access 
to our deepest selves, active and acting in us 
and through us, binding us in sacramental 
moments of holiness and grace, forgiveness 
and new life: never isolated, never alone, always 
God and us, always together. 

Most frequently, Christians experience this in 
and through Eucharist, bread broken so that it 
can be shared, and a loving cup at which every 
single celebrant drinks. Deeper and deeper 
into the mystery, the mystery in which Christ 
transcends all our differences and divisions, 

uniting us as one body, his one body here 
and now. This explains our sense of loss and 
grief when the precious sign language falters, 
when the common cup is restricted or must be 
withdrawn on medical advice. 

Week by week we come to God in faith, hope 
and love, broken, repentant and seeking 
forgiveness, in conversion, in apprehension, in 
thanksgiving. As the Latin word ‘sacramentum’ 
means mystery, the Greek word ‘eucharist’ 
means ‘thanksgiving’ - thanksgiving that we are 
wonderfully made and redeemed, thanksgiving 
for the means of grace and the hope of glory, 
for the deep waters of death to self and warm 
waters of new birth.

Eucharist in a great cathedral, or a kitchen 
table, is one and the same. Christ is the host, 
and we are all guests, each with a place at the 
table. To quote Augustine again, ‘Christ is on the 
table, and around the table’ so that we who are 
Christ’s Body receive who we are and who we 
are called to be. There are no strangers here, 
no one we can do without, no one we can cut 
off or excommunicate or distance, as in Holy 
Communion Christ gathers everyone in - his 
the table, he the host, himself the food we eat. 
Like the loaves and fish by the lake, here there 
is enough and more than enough, enough for 
every hungry guest.
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THE RT REVD JEREMY JAMES tssf Assistant Bishop

Over 260 representatives of the National Church, gathered at RACV Royal 
Pines Resort, on the Gold Coast for General Synod 18, from 8-13 May. 
Because of COVID General Synod, which usually 
meets every three years, had not gathered for 
five.

We began on Sunday evening with worship 
in the Synod Eucharist celebrated by the 
Archbishop of Brisbane, The Most Revd Dr Philip 
Aspinall, with the Primate, Archbishop Geoff 
Smith, preaching. Archbishop Geoff spoke of 
prayerfully approaching Synod, seeking to 
maintain unity.

Each morning started with optional Eucharist 
in the resort Chapel, then Morning Prayer 
followed by a Bible reflection over the week on 
1 Corinthians 3:18-6.20 in the Synod Hall.

We were fortunate to have a Chaplaincy Team 
of Br Christopher John SSF, Sr Julianna, Sisters 
of the Incarnation, The Revd Mandy Wheatley 
TSSF and Mrs Joy Freier. A small prayer room 
was set aside next to the conference room.

The things I noticed were:

Things move more quickly than in a usual 
Diocesan Synod. There is a considerable 
amount of pre-Synod reading to do, amounting 
to 800 pages, so the more preparation you 
have done, the more likely you will be able to 
navigate through the five days.

The business paper consists of bills, reports, 
statements and motions. 

The bills, if passed, become canons, and are 
brought at the request of Standing Committee, 
or individual dioceses and a Bill for the Canon 
Concerning Services (Amendment) Canon 2022 
was one of these.

The 50 reports are from bodies established 
by General Synod, for example the Doctrine 
Commission; the Family Violence Working 

Group; Anglican Representative (National 
Redress Scheme) Ltd; Anglican Diaconal 
Association and Rural Ministry Network. 

There are also reports from bodies established 
independently of General Synod: Anglican 
Mothers’ Union Australia; Anglican Board 
of Mission; SparkLit. And from the wider 
Communion: Anglican Consultative Council.

This Synod also included the responses from  
14 dioceses to the Protection of the  
Environment Canon 2007.

The motions were clustered around following 
areas:

1. The National Anglican Family Violence 
Project chaired by The Revd Tracy Lauersen. 
In a following motion the Ten Commitments 
of Prevention and Response to Domestic 
and Family Violence in the Anglican 
Church of Australia were tabled for Synod 
members.

2. General: Climate Change; Viability of 
Regional Dioceses; Anglican-Lutheran 
Dialogue; the Ukraine. 

3. Two statements as to the Faith, Ritual, 
Ceremonial or Discipline of this Church made 
under Section 4 of the Constitution, which 
were brought by the Diocese of Sydney. 
These statements included marriage as 
the union of a man and a woman; and the 
definition of unchastity.

4. The 30th Anniversary of the Ordination of 
Women. This was passed, but without the 
amendment which affirmed that women 
who are priests or bishops properly 
exercise full spiritual authority as teachers 
and leaders of congregations and dioceses 
in the Anglican Church of Australia.
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THE REVD DR ELIZABETH J SMITH AM Mission Priest, Parish of The Goldfields

I have been a member of every General Synod since 2001, and an observer 
of many General Synod meetings for decades before that. I normally quite 
enjoy Synod, both nationally and here in our Diocese. I understand the 
processes and protocols, and I’m quite good at thinking on my feet. 
I approached General Synod 2022 with more 
trepidation than usual. After a COVID-induced 
five year gap, we would be discussing the shape 
of our varying attitudes to same-sex marriage, 
which became legal in Australia in 2017, just 
after the previous General Synod. A lot has 
happened, both in society and in the Anglican 
Church, since then.

Of course, General Synod discusses many things 
beyond attitudes to sex and gender. There 
are financial reports and budget decisions, 
Bills for Canons for child protection and other 
nationally-important topics, and reports on 
everything from Defence Force Chaplaincy to 
the viability of small regional dioceses.

I found myself making 
quite a few speeches. 
We adopted an agreed 
statement with the 
Australian Lutheran 
Church, and I spoke about 
planning some ecumenical 
discussion groups in 
Kalgoorlie about what we 
have in common with our local Lutherans. 

We discussed the findings of an Anglican 
investigation into the prevalence of domestic 
and family violence in our church communities, 
and agreed to fund more work in this area. I 
spoke about how an Anglican voice can say 
something important in the wider Australian 
conversation about respectful relationships. 

We debated a rather narrow statement about 
single people in the church. I’m a single 
person, and I have strong opinions on this! I 
spoke against the statement, and in favour of 
better recognising the huge diversity of ways 

Anglicans live as single people, whether alone 
or in community, and before or after having 
been married, widowed, divorced.

And of course we debated statements and 
resolutions about marriage. Given our Prayer 
Books, Anglican clergy can currently only 
conduct marriages of opposite-sex couples. 
Some dioceses have approved simple forms of 
blessing for a couple who have been married 
under Australian law. Other Anglicans would 
like to stop this for everyone, everywhere. 
There are many wonderful Christian same-sex 
couples who are a blessing to all of us. I don’t 
want to send them away empty. The debates 
were difficult, heartfelt, and respectful. They 
will go on for many years to come.

I also moved an amendment to a motion, 
affirming that ordained women teach and lead 
with full spiritual authority alongside men. 
Shockingly, this did not pass. General Synod 
has gone backward on women’s ordination in 
the past 30 years. Perth, we need to speak up 
and celebrate the authority of our women who 
are deacons, priests, bishop, and Archbishop! 

I also made one or two very short speeches 
about grammar in Bills and Motions! Authorized 
or authorised? Was or were? It matters!

Synods are places where small changes often 
have big consequences for our mission in the 
world. When you elect Synod representatives 
for your parish or organisation this year, please 
choose people who will be thoughtful, prayerful, 
in touch with the generous and hospitable spirit 
of our Diocese of Perth, and alert to the ways 
in which our in-house debates are heard and 
judged by the community around us.
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But anyone who has sailed in a small, one or 
two-person dinghy will tell you, you are certain 
to get wet! Easily capsized and especially when 
launched off a beach, you will inevitably spend 
some of your time in ‘the drink’ as they say, 
especially if you are a beginner. The vagaries 
and variety of wind and waves will catch you 
unawares: an unforeseen gust, an ill-timed 
wave, and…. over you go! Getting wet is all part 
of the fun of learning to sail.

In our bible readings for the Day of Pentecost, 
we quickly realise that wind or breath, is a 
metaphor which biblical writers turn to when 
trying to find language for the spirit of God. 
In John’s Gospel, after the resurrection, John 
breathes on his disciples, “and said to them, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit’” (John 20:22). 

Just as the Spirit blew over creation 
in Genesis 1:1, so now Jesus now puts 
‘wind in the sails’ of the disciples, to 
empower them into living life in the 

Spirit of God. 

When we consciously aim to live in the Spirit, we 
can reduce it to an emotional experience, about 
how we feel. Although living in the Spirit is to 
do with what’s ‘inside us,’ our inner life, from 
a Pauline point of view, it is less about feeling, 
and more about virtue. When St Paul mentions 
the Spirit, he immediately describes ‘life in 

the Spirit’ in terms of virtue: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control, “spiritual ecstasy 
is no substitute for ordinary kindness and 
practical generosity” (Being Disciples: Essentials 
of the Christian Life, Rowan Williams, 2016, p76). 

Nor is living in the Spirit about never having to 
face difficulties or dilemmas as we go about our 
lives, those moments when the wind and waves 
‘capsize’ us. 

‘Living in the Spirit’ is about connecting 
with God, and of letting God in. 

Jane Williams reflects on how it is precisely 
those who know the limits of their own power, 
who are the ones most receptive to the Spirit, 
because they are the ones ready to turn to 
God for help. “Perhaps that’s why Jesus tells his 
disciples in John’s Gospel that the world cannot 
receive the Spirit of truth (John 14:17). 

Perhaps the world is too obsessed with its 
own truth, its own crazily self-authenticating 
systems, to receive the Spirit whose job it 
is to unite us with the Father and the Son, to 
return us to our true dependence upon God” 
(Lectionary Reflections Year C, Jane Williams, 
2003, p73). When our ‘boats capsize’ because 
we are obsessed with what is happening inside 
the boat, it reminds us we forgot to read the 

I grew up in a family that knew the joy of sailing dinghies. Sailing in a 
large keeled boat is a different experience altogether, although the basics 
of mastering wind and tide remain the same. And both share the thrill 
of being propelled by nothing but the wind, of hearing the wind in the 
rigging as the boat pushes you through the waves, powering you to your 
destination. 

Pentecost
THE VERY REVD CHRIS CHATAWAY Dean
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wind and waves around us, to be open to the 
work of the Spirit in the world. 

On Easter Day, just outside the Cathedral west 
door, as the first light was appearing in the sky, 
we lit the new fire. In that moment I was struck 
by how much we forget that God never stopped 
creating the heavens and the earth. The new 
fire reminded me that God is creating every 
moment in time. 

Living life in the Spirit means being 
open to God’s now, this new moment of 

creation. 

Rowan Williams, again, says “God is eternally 
uttering the word, the name that is making me 
real, now. If God stopped uttering that word, 
that name, you and I and the whole universe, 
Betelgeuse and Alpha Centauri and everything 
at the end of millions of light years, would just 

stop being there. God is creating now: creation 
is not something that happened a long time 
ago, it is happening today. And somehow, in 
our stillness, we are seeking to connect with 
that moment of creation, the eternal reality of 
God speaking, God giving, God calling us into 
life (Being Disciples: Essentials of the Christian 
Life, Rowan Williams, 2016, pp81-2). 

Just as ships are built to sail and not to stay in 
harbour, so to live life in the Spirit means being 
ready to face our ‘capsize’ moments, to be 
open to the power of God in us and others, to 
connect with the power of love in a world that 
is frightening. 

Dear God, be good to me.  
The sea is so wide and my boat is  

so small
(Breton Fisherfolk’s Prayer, France)

https://www.abmission.org/appeals/appeals-major/pentecost2022/
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To enquire about how we can help you please contact the ACF team.

THE ACF - GIVING BACK TO THE 
ANGLICAN COMMUNITY SINCE 1966

The ACF has a long and proud history of supporting the Anglican 
Community. This includes being a sponsor of St George’s Cathedral 

Art that has become a premier annual event in art education in 
Western Australia, attracting schools from all sectors.

Participation in this exhibition provides an outstanding opportunity for schools to present 
work by students in Years 10, 11 and 12, in the unique setting of St George’s Cathedral

St George’s Cathedral Art is a springboard for young artists, bringing a fascinating insight 
into the lives and minds of a new generation

The 19th annual exhibition of St George’s Cathedral Art is open from  
Saturday 16 - Sunday 24 July 2022. See the website for more details art.perthcathedral.org



MESSENGER | JUNE 2022 17

A M A N A  L I V I N G

Milestone celebrations 
STEPHANIE BUCKLAND Chief Executive Officer

Amana Living will mark its diamond jubilee in September this year, 
acknowledging 60 years of serving older Western Australians.   
We’ve celebrated many milestones over the 
years including the recent 50th anniversary of  
St Francis Court, a retirement village built 
around the Parish church of Inglewood and 
opened in May 1972.

The church was originally part of the Parish of  
St Patrick’s, Mt Lawley, and it was built to 
meet the needs of the parishioners in North 
Inglewood who wanted a church of their own.  

The foundation stone of the church hall was 
laid in September 1953 by then Archbishop of 
Perth, The Most Reverend Robert Moline and 
the building was dedicated to St Francis in May 
1954. 

St Francis, known as Francesco in his youth, 
was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant in 
Italy. He lived a comfortable life until he went to 
war in the early 1200s and was taken prisoner. 
This experience, coupled with illness upon 
his release and a sudden vision, changed his 
outlook on life.

St Francis decided to reject his wealth and 
devote his life to caring for the poor and sick.  
This life of service and his preaching inspired 
others to follow him and the Franciscan Order 
was formed.  

We share many of the same values as St Francis, 
including our approach to treating every person 
with dignity and respect, and embracing people 
of all backgrounds.  Our retirement living 
communities, like St Francis Court, embody this 
approach.

They are havens for a wide variety of people, 
a community where support is always on hand 

and friendship is offered freely. At St Francis 
Court, this is thanks to the likes of Reverend 
Dave Russell who is the Amana Living chaplain 
and a village resident for 15 years.

They are places where people have purpose. 
Like Volunteer Pastoral Carer Pam Middleton 
who has been visiting St Francis Court for 
nearly 20 years to help nourish the spiritual 
and emotional wellbeing of residents. Or 
Bernie Courchee who has been the organist 
at St Francis of Assisi church, which is now the  
St Francis Court Chapel, from 1953 until 
recently.

And they are places where you can remain 
connected to and be part of the community that 
surrounds the village. At St Francis Court, the 
church ties are strong, and the village is only a 
short walk to Beaufort Street and the bustling 
life it offers.

We are fortunate to run villages like St Francis 
Court across Perth, and also in Bunbury, 
Kalgoorlie and Albany. It’s an honour to help 
older people to enjoy a fulfilling life in these 
communities and we look forward to fostering 
these inclusive homes for many years to come.
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Student Voice is a term commonly used in schools today. It involves 
students actively participating in their schools and wider community, 
contributing to decision making processes and collectively influencing 
outcomes by putting forward their views, concerns and ideas. Student 
Voice acknowledges that students have their own perspectives on school 
life and the world beyond. They should have the opportunity to actively 
shape their own education.
For those who aren’t in schools or working with 
young people every day, how might you know 
what issues are important to young people 
today? One way is through the Mission Australia 
Youth Survey. Mission Australia is a national 
Christian charity motivated by a shared vision 
of an Australia where everyone has a safe home 
and can thrive. 

The Mission Australia Youth Survey is the largest 
annual survey of young people in Australia. 
Now in its 20th year, the Youth Survey aims to 
identify the values, aspirations and issues of 
concern to young people. In 2021, more than 

20,000 young people in Australia aged 15-19 
years participated in the Youth Survey.

These 20,000+ young people nominated 
COVID-19, the environment and equity and 
discrimination as the key issues that Australia 
needs to address. Of note, the previous year’s 
survey (2020) listed equity and discrimination 
as their number one concern, followed by 
COVID-19 and mental health.

Noting that COVID-19 has sat at the forefront 
of all our minds these past two years, young 
people remain deeply concerned about issues 
of equity and discrimination. 

The three top reasons given by youth 
in the survey for unfair treatment this 
past year were gender, mental health 

and race or cultural background. 

The 2021 survey showed that higher proportions 
of gender diverse young people reported being 

THE REVD PETER LAURENCE OAM Chief Executive Officer

›

YOUTH SURVEY 2021

Student Voice
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unfairly treated – some 70 per cent of gender 
diverse youth, against 38 per cent of those who 
identified as female and 25 per cent as male. The 
CEO of Mission Australia James Toomey says 
that with equity and discrimination identified 
as an important national issue by our young 
people, it’s gravely concerning that more than 
one third of those surveyed had been unfairly 
treated in the past year.

Health and wellbeing issues were also 
highlighted in the 2021 survey. It showed young 
people remain very aware of their own mental 
health.  

According to the Australian Institute of Health  
and Welfare, discrimination – being treated 
unfairly on the basis of individual characteristics 
such as appearance, cultural background, 
gender, sexuality and disability - is a social 
determinant of health and wellbeing. The  
Institute reports that experiencing discrimination 
can have devastating consequences on the 
health and wellbeing of young people. It’s been 
shown that discrimination (whether direct, 
indirect or systemic) is associated with anxiety, 
depression, self-harming, suicide risk, poor 
physical health and behavioural problems.

Anglican schools are, and always must be, safe 
places for young people, irrespective of a young 
person’s sexuality or their parents’ or carers’ 
marriage or other relationship. 

At what is one of the most vulnerable 
times of their life, we adults need to 

ensure we give messages of inclusion, 
welcome and acceptance to the 

students in Anglican schools. 

This message must be even louder and clearer 
to those who identity as LGBTQIA+. 

Anglican schools sit right smack dab in the 
middle of our Church’s mission and ministry 
today – proudly reaching some 200,000 staff 
and students each day across Australia, and 
hundreds of thousands more parents and 
carers, former students and friends. As our 
Schools and our Church prayerfully discern 
the leading of the Holy Spirit on matters of 
importance, young people must be right smack 
dab in the middle of our discussions and 
decisions. Listening to the Student Voice is key 
to shaping our future.

SYNOD 2022
7-9 OCTOBER

Friday 7 October at 6.30pm
Synod Eucharist at St George’s Cathedral

followed by the 
First Sitting of the First Session of the 

Fifty-first Synod
immediately following the President’s 

Address

Second and Third Sittings of the First 
Session of the Fifty-first Synod

Saturday 8 October 
Commencing at 8.10am

Sunday 9 October  
Commencing at 12.30pm

HBF Stadium, Main Arena, Stephenson 
Avenue, Mt Claremont

LEGISLATIVE MOTIONS
to be received by the Legislation Committee at Diocesan 
Office by 5.00pm on Wednesday 29 June 2022

EARLY MOTIONS 
to be received by the Registrar at Diocesan Office  
by 5.00pm on Friday 19 August 2022

EARLY QUESTIONS 
to be received by the Registrar at Diocesan Office 
by 5.00pm on Monday 29 August 2022

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION 
to be received by the Registrar at Diocesan Office 
by 5.00pm on Wednesday 28 September 2022

For further information, please contact
Susan Harvey, Synod Co-ordinator
9425 7200 or synod@perth.anglican.org

DEADLINES for 
SYNOD BUSINESS
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Many people in Western Australia don’t have 
that opportunity and unfortunately, we are 
seeing a sharp rise in the rates of people 
experiencing homelessness. 

It is worse than ever before. Each year Anglicare 
WA conducts the Rental Affordability Snapshot 
to measure the amount of housing available 
that is appropriate and affordable. Report can 
be accessed here : 2022 Rental Affordability 
Snapshot (anglicarewa.org.au) It will come 
as no surprise that rental affordability has 

worsened in Western Australia over the last 
year, continuing the pattern of the last 10 years.

Our snapshot focusses on housing for low-
income households, particularly those that rely 
on Government income support payments and, 
increasingly, those on the minimum wage. 

We are seeing these households being 
increasingly priced out of the private rental 
market across the State, paying too much of 
their income on rent or as a consequence, 
being forced to couch surf or sleep rough. 

A N G L I C A R E  WA

A safe and stable place to call home is a basic human right. As winter 
approaches and the pandemic continues to challenge us, many of us have 
relied on a safe haven where we can isolate and where we can shelter 
from the weather. 

Lending a Helping Hand 
During Winter
BEC STOTT Manager Philanthropy

https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/who-we-are/advocacy/advocacy-news/2022-rental-affordability-snapshot
https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/who-we-are/advocacy/advocacy-news/2022-rental-affordability-snapshot


MESSENGER | JUNE 2022 21

For a young parent on minimum wage, 
less than 1% of listed rentals are 

affordable. 

Anglicare WA has created services that don’t 
just meet the needs of those doing it tough, 
but strive to provide opportunities for them to 
build a secure future – the dream of so many 
that cross our path.

That’s why Foyer Oxford, Australia’s largest 
youth accommodation service supporting 
young people aged 15-25 who have experienced 
homelessness, is so important. Because it takes 
away the added stress and anxiety of where a 
young person is going to sleep for the night and 
gives them the opportunity to put their dreams 
first. 

Through wrap around support services, these 
young people can focus on what lies ahead. 
Through Foyer Oxford, Jason* who at the age 
of 20 was able to find a career pathway with 
the support of everyone around him and he is 
now getting ready to successfully leave Foyer 
Oxford. 

He faced many barriers to gaining employment, 
due to struggles with numeracy and literacy, 
however he was determined to achieve his goals 
and did this by completing work experience and 
volunteering in the community. 

Jason worked hard – he wanted to make 
a new life for himself. All he needed was 
for someone to believe in him and give 
him a chance, something he had never 

experienced before. 

Without the dedicated support of the team 
at Foyer, Jason may not have found his 
independence or a career that truly brings him 
joy.

This winter, we need 
your support to make 
sure young people like 

Jason can focus on their 
dreams and find shelter 

from the cold.
To make a tax-deductible 

gift to support young people 
experiencing homelessness 
this winter, please donate to 

Anglicare WA at  
anglicarewa.org.au/donate

DONATE NOW

http://anglicarewa.org.au/donate
http://anglicarewa.org.au/donate
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Children and young people have many amazing qualities, and their 
imagination and artistic expression are always a highlight. Across 
Parkerville, children and young people are given opportunities to draw, 
paint and create to not only express how they are feeling but assist them 
with healing.

Recently, we received a drawing from a 10-year-
old girl, Milly*. 

Milly’s journey has been a story of 
resilience and strength for her to find 

healing and feel inspired to create 
drawings full of love from her family 

and of hope once again.

This time two years ago, Milly was trapped in 
a nightmare of sexual abuse and had become 
withdrawn, anxious and would startle easily. 
When she finally felt safe enough to tell her 
mother about the abuse, her parents acted 
immediately and filed a police report. The 
police referred the case to Parkerville Children 
and Youth Care’s Multi-agency Investigation 
and Support Team (MIST) and the Department 
of Communities.

Drawings of resilience  
and healing
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Thankfully, our dedicated team could now 
provide vital support to Milly and her family. 

MIST is a unique multi-agency collaboration 
consisting of police, child protection, social 
workers and psychologists. Established in 2015, 
this model was the first of its kind in Australia, 
and Royal Commission into Institutionalised 
Child Sexual Assault cited the MIST service as 
evidence-based best practice when responding 
to child sexual abuse (Volume 9. 2017). This 
multidisciplinary team takes an innovative, 
trauma-informed, and holistic approach to 
supporting children and their families, who 
have experienced child sexual abuse. 

The MIST team worked with Milly and her family 
through the different stages of treatment, 
healing, and legal proceedings.

At every step of the way during the 
journey to healing, our Child and Family 
Advocate stood by Milly’s side, watching 

as her cheerful and creative nature 
began to shine once again. 

Our Advocate also walked alongside Milly’s 
parents who were highly motivated to create 
safe healing places for Milly, and so they also 
had safe places to resolve their own distress.

Parkerville Children and Youth Care’s Child and 
Family Advocates are remarkable people. They 
go the extra mile – and then some – to help 
Western Australia’s children on their journey to 
healing.

But it’s children like Milly who are the real 
heroes.

Because it takes a whole lot of courage 
to work through the trauma of child 

sexual abuse to regain their confidence 
and fearlessness.

And we should know. Because here at Parkerville 
Children and Youth Care, we are leading the 
way in helping to make Western Australia the 
safest place to be a child, but we need your help 
to ensure that no child who needs our support 
is turned away.

It’s easy to feel powerless in the face of such 
an enormous and harmful issue. By donating to 
Parkerville Children and Youth Care today, you 
give power to Western Australian children like 
Milly.

You give them power to move forward on their 
journey to healing. Because your generosity 
provides the support and resources they need 
to work through their trauma.

Please donate today at  
parkerville.org.au to help little 
heroes like Milly to continue to 

heal and express their creativity.

DONATE NOW

http://parkerville.org.au
https://parkerville.org.au/support-us/donate
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ST  B A RT ’ S

The homelessness crisis in Perth is certainly not something that is seasonal, 
but it is at this time of year that the impacts of homelessness are more 
fiercely felt by those in our community who are experiencing it.

The nights are longer and the elements are 
harsher. Shelter from the rain, wind and 
plunging temperatures becomes a matter 
of survival. The perils of the colder months 
exacerbate an already dire situation for our 
community’s most vulnerable. To put it simply, 
homelessness hits harder in Winter.

At St Bart’s, the demand for our services 
remains high throughout Winter and, on any 
given day and night, we support more than 

500 people who are experiencing or at risk of 
homelessness in Perth. 

Our transitional and supported housing services 
that accommodate 65 single men and women 
in East Perth have waitlists hovering around six 
months and are consistently at capacity, as is our 
Family Service that has a waitlist of between six 
and 12 months. Compounding these sobering 
facts and figures is that we are now also being 
contacted by people who need help who have 
never experienced homelessness in the past, 
but rather are under extreme housing stress 
and at risk of homelessness due to Perth’s 
rising rents and home prices and shortage of 
social and affordable housing.

More than 9,000 people experience 
homelessness every night in WA. People of all 
ages, genders and backgrounds can, and do, 
experience homelessness. While the causes of 
homelessness differ from person to person, 
what links each of these more than 9,000 people 
is that their homelessness is not deserved, it is 
not inevitable and it is not their fault. 

Homelessness is a whole-of-community issue that requires a whole-of-
community response. This is why, through our 2022 WINTER APPEAL, we 
are asking the people of Perth and wider Western Australia to assist us in 
our mission to stand by the side of our community’s most vulnerable by 
making a tax deductible donation to St Bart’s by scanning the QR code, 
calling 9323 5100 or by visiting stbarts.org.au.

Together, we can achieve great things and help some of Perth’s most 
disadvantaged people to get back on their feet and re-establish their place 
in the community.

Homelessness hits harder  
in Winter
SAM DRURY CEO
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F E AT U R E

In the bread and wine of the Eucharist, as in the sacrament of baptism, the 
past and future come to meet us in the present. God’s filling of all creation, 
like the grapes the children of Israel ate in the wilderness, anticipates 
our being strengthened, through the Eucharist, by the presence and life 
of Jesus - not just to defeat evil in our lives but also so that we can shine 
God’s light into the world.

Participants in the New Creation

The Eucharist is not just about ‘me and my 
salvation.’ It is a necessity, a part of what enables 
us to be God’s new creation people. We taste 
the new creation on our tongues, in our lips, in 
our mouths, in our bodies, so that we can go 
out and do the kind of work in the world that 
helps bring in the kingdom, God’s new creation.

Now, if you are isolated or for some reason can’t 
partake of the sacraments, I believe God does 
have ways of making it up to you. But the normal 
means to equip ourselves for participating in 
the new creation is the route given in the gospel, 
which is the physical feeding: the bread and the 
wine. This Eucharistic theology of new creation 
rejects the false antithesis between spirituality 
and action, the view that says the Lord’s Supper 
is either a piece of sympathetic magic or a bare 
signpost.

This theology of the Eucharist that 
I’m sketching out with you is closely 

conjoined with a holistic view of 
mission. 

The mission of God in the world is, of course, 
the challenge to repent, to believe, to accept 
Jesus, to know him for yourself, to rejoice in his 

salvation in and through your whole being—but 
also simultaneously to become agents of new 
creation wherever there is hunger, poverty, or 
injustice.

God’s work in the world is never merely 
pragmatic. It isn’t simply ‘We can organize 
a program to go and do this.’ If you think we 
can do God’s work like that, read the lives 
of people like William Wilberforce and think 
again. You can’t. You need prayer, you need the 
sacraments, you need that patient faithfulness 
- because we are not wrestling against flesh 
and blood but against principalities and powers 
and the world rulers of this present darkness. 
Read biographies of great Christians. Read 
about Desmond Tutu. Who would have thought 
forty years ago that at the start of the twenty-
first century there would be a black archbishop 
in Cape Town chairing a commission for truth 
and reconciliation; listening to white thugs and 
black thugs confess their sin? Who would have 
thought that?

Of course, God had other ideas, because that 
black archbishop used to spend three or four 
hours on his knees every morning, day after 
day, week after week, and get others to do the 
same. He was living the sacramental life of the 
church and claiming the victory of Jesus over 
the principalities and powers.

Word and Sacraments: 
The Eucharist
N T WRIGHT  Bishop of Durham, England
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Charged with the Grandeur of God

In terms of the biblical story of new creation, 
‘the world is charged with the grandeur of God,’ 
as Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote. In the Lord’s 
Supper the world is represented by this bread 
and this wine. The name for the grandeur of 
God in the New Testament is Jesus. So how 
do we work out what that means in terms of 
Eucharistic devotion? I think it has to be up to 
individual churches and traditions.

I find when celebrating the Eucharist that I’m 
often very deeply moved by a sense of the 
presence of Jesus, not the physical presence 
but his presence in that ‘new creation’ sense 
I’ve been trying to articulate. When confronted 
with that reality, it’s very difficult to do anything 
but prostrate yourself on your face. I don’t 
usually do that because then the congregation 
will think I’ve keeled over or had a heart attack. 
But it seems to me that we’ve got to allow 
ourselves to experience the presence of Christ 
and to know him in the mystery of the Eucharist 
in whatever way is appropriate for who we are 
as God’s people - without being silly about it, on 
the one hand, but also without being too hung 
up about it. We need to affirm the truth of the 
heavenly reality without collapsing either into 
the transubstantiation of Aristotelian ontology 
or the denials of radical Protestantism.

John Calvin, as I’m sure many of you 
know, articulated the Eucharistic 

theology by saying it isn’t a matter of 
Jesus coming down from heaven to this 
table, it’s a matter of us being caught 

up in the Spirit to feed on the risen 
Christ in heaven where he really is. 

I would go even a little further and talk about 
heaven and earth overlapping. This is difficult 
for us in the West. We in the Western world have 
been told to prize above all others the ways of 
knowing that are scientific—that can be known 
by weighing, measuring, testing, and so on. And 
we’ve been taught to downgrade the modes of 
knowing that we might loosely call ‘faith, hope, 
and love.’

I believe that love is the highest and richest 
mode of knowing, and that all other knowing 
-including simple scientific knowing—are sub-
branches of love. Love offers the objects of 
knowing full respect and yet enters into the 
appropriate relationship with that which is 
known.

When you understand that love is the primary 
motive, then knowing Christ in the Eucharist 
ceases to be a merely odd, mysterious, or 
mystical experience—the kind of thing that you 

F E AT U R E

The Last Supper by Joos van Cleve (1485-1540) Musée du Louvre, Paris
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can’t give a proper account of—and is instead 
a kind of knowing that is primary and prior to 
those other scientific modes of knowing we in 
the Western world so quickly collapse back into.

A Living Sacrifice

At the same time, this theology of the new 
creation might enable us to speak wisely 
about sacrifice in relation to the Eucharist. The 
sacrifice of Jesus and the sacrificial self-offering 
of believers is always, from the human point 
of view, the response to grace. In Romans 12:1 
Paul says, ‘Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and pleasing to God - this is true worship’.

Sacrifice in the pagan world was sometimes a 
way of twisting the arm of this or that god to 
convince him or her to be kind or to ward off 
evil. But within Judaism the sacrificial system 
was always a way of responding in gratitude 
and love and prayer and adoration to the God 
who had saved his people in grace. 

Sacrifice, then, becomes a sign of the 
reconciliation and the coming together 

again of God and God’s people.

Protestants are always afraid that if you 
say that the Eucharist is a sacrifice, you are 
somehow repeating the crucifixion. Catholics 
are always afraid that Protestants are trying 
to do something that adds to the sacrifice of 
Christ. Ironically, both Protestant and Catholic 
polemicists have regularly accused each other 
of adding to the finished work of Christ. As the 
polemics ratchet up, often what is really being 
said on both sides has not been heard.

But let’s at least agree that the Eucharist, 
precisely because of the nature of Christian 
time, is not a second crucifying of Christ, nor is 
it detached from or an addition to the sacrifice 
of Christ. It takes us back in sacramental time to 
Calvary itself as well as taking us forward to the 
time of new creation.

Why, Who, When, Where, How?

So why, when, where, and how do we celebrate 
the Eucharist? And who should participate?

Asking why we should celebrate the Eucharist 
is like asking why we breathe. We celebrate the 
Eucharist because we celebrate the pillar of 
cloud by day and fire by night whose name is 
Jesus and who’s in our midst as he promised. 

The Eucharist is the sign and seal of his 
presence in our midst, and if we avoid it 
or downgrade it or marginalize it we are 
actually scorning our risen Lord himself. 

Above all, we need his transforming life to be 
our life to transform us for his mission in the 
world.

Who should join in? The Orthodox Church 
allows little babies to share in the Eucharist 
at baptism. My own tradition at the moment 
has said that with proper discipline, order, and 
organization, children from the ages of six or 
seven, after age-appropriate instruction, can 
be admitted to the Eucharist. In other words, 
they can come before confirmation. When I 
was growing up, confirmation was the point at 
which children or adults were admitted to the 
Lord’s table. This was a medieval invention. The 
medieval bishop was required to oversee one’s 
confirmation and after that individuals could be 
admitted to communion.

But there’s nothing in Scripture that says 
confirmation has to be the means of entry. 
It seems to me that the Eucharist is a family 
meal, and the family is constituted by baptism. 
Once a child has been baptized, I see no major 
theological objection to that child receiving the 
Eucharist. And as I said before, some of those 
little people may be a lot more ‘full’ by the 
grace of God than many of the older ones. I’m 
happy to go with that, with proper, appropriate 
discipline.

When and how often should the Eucharist 
be celebrated? There’s a wonderful tradition 
in having a weekly, Sunday by Sunday, 
Resurrection celebration of the Eucharist as the 
central feast of the church. But by no means do 
all churches do that. Some celebrate it every 
day; others once or twice or four times a year. 
That’s something for different churches and 
different traditions to work out - but I suspect 
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that for many of us, celebrating the Eucharist 
more frequently might bolster our faith.

Where should it be done? You can, of course, 
celebrate the Eucharist absolutely anywhere.  
I celebrate the Eucharist in hospital wards. I 
celebrated the Eucharist on the beach wearing 
a T-shirt and shorts with a group of pilgrims 
in the Middle East. You can celebrate almost 
anywhere. But I believe that if you have a fine 
wine, it’s worth putting it in the right sort of 
glass. You can drink a fine wine out of a plastic 
coffee cup, but you won’t appreciate it quite 
as much. The Eucharist is the finest wine there 
is, so why not actually celebrate it in buildings 
designed by wise architects to resonate with 
the message which is being proclaimed?

Ultimately, then, what is the Eucharist? 
It is a narrative like baptism. It is a 

story. It’s God’s story, it’s the world’s 
story, it’s Israel’s story, it’s Jesus’ story - 

and it’s our story. 

Liturgy matters. And the liturgy has to tell that 
story, reaching its initial climax as the gospel is 
read.

In my tradition, we stand up to hear the gospel. 
It’s a sign that when Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John are read, there is already something 
sacramental going on. There’s the presence 
of the living Jesus, and, having had our hearts 
warmed with the reading of Scripture, we come 
in prayer and we know him in the breaking of 
the bread. That’s how the narrative works. We 
are not at liberty to fool around with it.

All sorts of things flow from this, but the idea I 
want to close with is unity. I believe passionately 
that all those who believe in the Lord Jesus 
belong at the same table, no matter what their 
ethnic, cultural, moral, or social background 
may be. According to Galatians 2, that’s actually 
what justification by faith is all about. All those 
who believe belong at the same table. I look 
forward to seeing signs of that, I hope and pray, 
during my lifetime.

N T Wright is the Bishop of Durham, England. He has written over 40 books and hundreds of articles at both scholarly and popular levels, 
and has broadcast frequently on radio and TV. Article from Reformed Worship 91 © March 2009 Worship Ministries of the Christian 
Reformed Church. Used by permission.

COMMUNION 
BREAD

Church House stocks a 
variety of high-quality 
communion bread or 
‘hosts’ for sale. 

All items can be collected 
in person or delivered by 
post. 

To place an order 
T. 08 9425 7200
E.reception@perth.anglican.org

PRIEST’S HOST
Small - $13.95
(7cm box of 50) 
CODE: P006588

Large - $25.00
(14.6cm box of 25) 
CODE: P006586

Extra Large - $75.00 
(23cm box of 25) 
CODE: P006578

PEOPLE’S HOSTS
Regular  
$29.95
(2.9cm box of 1000) 
CODE: P006587

Special 
$42.95
(3.5cm box of 500) 
CODE: P006583

Gluten Free 
$8.50 
(3.5cm pack of 50) 
CODE: P701225

Prices do not include postage.
Prices current as of June 2022.
Please note that deliveries may be delayed due to 
COVID-19 disruptions.

Low Gluten  
$6.95 
(3.5cm pack of 50) 
CODE: P700170

https://www.reformedworship.org/issue/march-2009
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The Reality of the Eucharist
THE VERY REVD DR JOHN SHEPHERD AM  Dean Emeritus

From the earliest times, it was part and parcel 
of the daily life of the Christian. Theologically 
it was reckoned to be the principal ‘means of 
grace’. In the later medieval period it was rare 
for worshippers actually to receive communion; 
that is, the bread. Once a year was the accepted 
rule and it was set in the context of a strict 
penitential discipline. But as weekly attendance 
at the Eucharist was the custom, this rarity of 
receiving communion was compensated for by 
a deep reverence for the sacrament, and the 
elevation of the consecrated Host was reckoned 
to be the high point of the service.

Primary evidence of the Eucharist is found in 
what we call the New Testament. But these 
documents are not of the precise time of our 
Lord. They belong to the generation which 
succeeded him. Even later. And the approved 
list of contents as we now have it came about 
very slowly. We have to wait until AD 382 until 

we find an official list the same as that of the 
present New Testament, when a Council at 
Rome under Pope Damasus made a declaration 
about the contents of a Canon.

This means that the early Christians didn’t say, 
with regard to the Eucharist, ‘We shall do this 
or that, or believe this or that because it’s in 
the New Testament’. Instead they would have 
been saying ‘This is what has been done or 
said by Christians who’ve been taught by those 
who knew Jesus, and have passed on their 
knowledge to us, either directly or through 
others’. Scriptural evidence is therefore a part, 
but only a part of the total truth about the 
Eucharist. For the rest we have to look into 
the liturgies of the earliest times, and also into 
the writings of the Doctors of the Church, who 
wrote against a background of the current 
practice and belief of the Church.

The Eucharist is something about which almost every Christian has strong 
views. It has featured spectacularly in ecclesiastical disputes, particularly 
at the time of the Reformation, and in a way that baptism did not. 
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This means that if we understand that the 
writings of the New Testament develop out of 
the Eucharistic community, we can see a great 
deal more than the routine accounts of the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper. For example, 
we can see that from the very beginning the 
Church was a eucharistic community. The Acts 
of the Apostles tells us that the Eucharist was 
the first fruit of the experience of Pentecost 
and of the preaching which followed: ‘They met 
constantly to hear the apostles teach and to 
share the common life, to break bread, and to 
pray’ (Acts 2:42). And here we’re told it was a 
daily affair (2:26). In his Apology to the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius, Justin mentions a practice of 
meeting on the first day of the week.

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians touches 
on the details of the Lord’s Supper as it was 
practised by the early Church. It’s not meant to 
be a blueprint of the service, but like so much 
else in the Letter it deals with an enquiry or 
report about how the Corinthians went about 
it, which seems to have been pretty haphazard, 
to say the least. They’d caught on to the idea 
of eating and drinking in honour of the Lord, 
but in much the same vein as did a famous 
(infamous?) parishioner in the nineteenth 
century who received the chalice, held it firmly, 
and said ‘Your very good health, Vicar’. 

This is not the point, says St Paul. If you want 
to have a party, have it at home. Don’t confuse 
it with the Eucharist, which was instituted by 
Our Lord and solemnly done in the night that 
he was betrayed. Not only is it ringing with 
overtones of the Passion but it is the means by 
which we join ourselves to Christ, and because 
we are made one in him we become united to 
each other (I Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:17-34). 

The three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, 
Luke) all have accounts of the institution of the 
Lord’s Supper. They are all similar. And they 
all contain a reference to what seems to be a 
future and final event: ‘Truly I tell you: never 
again shall I drink of the fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new in the kingdom 
of God’ (Mark 14:25). This gives the Eucharist 
its special role in keeping alive the hope that 
eventually all sacraments will disappear and we 
will see him as he is. 

In the meantime, we follow his instruction to 
‘do this in remembrance of me’ and an essential 
feature of this memory was a ‘doing’ - it brought 
the reality of Christ into the present – not just 
as a memory, but as a reality. 

In the Eucharist we therefore 
experience the living Christ as eternally 

present, and eternally present in his 
resurrection glory.

The key episode is Luke’s account of the meal 
which followed the meeting of Jesus with some 
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus. As 
they walked along the road, our Lord, now in 
his Risen Life, explained the meaning of the 
events at Jerusalem, beginning, unsurprisingly, 
with Moses, the Law and the Prophets. Despite 
all this they were unable to recognise this 
mysterious stranger. It was not until he broke 
the bread that he was known to them. With that 
action, the pieces fell into place, for here was 
the means to share his risen life, to become 
united with the body of his Resurrection. 

It is this action which is at the heart of our 
Eucharist today. It is not merely a recounting of 
the scriptural accounts of the Last Supper and 
thus remembering Christ in faith, but an actual 
‘doing’ of that remembrance by being brought 
into living contact with the substance of the 
divine life, and in the language of the patristic 
writers, divinized. The Eucharist is the action of 
setting forth Our Lord himself and becoming 
incorporated into this divine reality. 

And when in all our other prayers we end with 
the words, ‘through Jesus Christ our Lord …’ we 
recall this action all over again. We receive the 
gift of his life which transforms us and renews 
us and fits us for heaven.
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Altar Bread
THE REVD DR ANDREW MCGOWAN  Dean and President of Berkeley Divinity School, and  
McFaddin Professor of Anglican Studies and Pastoral Theology

The bread of the Eucharist means many things 
at once. It is taken and broken and eaten in 
obedience to the command of Jesus, and also 
to remember the setting at which the Eucharist 
was instituted according to the Gospels, namely 
the Passover. It is also a reminder of God’s 
provision to us all creation, a sign of the feast 
to each God invites us in the kingdom, and thus 
also a sign of the plenty and justice which God’s 
will for all.

Just what this means about the specifics of 
bread at the Eucharist isn’t straightforward. 
Eastern Orthodox churches have insisted on 
the bread being leavened, as a sign of new life. 
Western tradition instead dictated unleavened 
wafers, connecting with Jesus at the Passover 
where unleavened bread would have been 
used. Anglican reformers insisted that the bread 
could be whatever was usually eaten, rather 
than specially prepared, wanting to avoid the 
sense that the bread was sacred in itself, apart 
from its eucharistic sharing.

I suspect most of us don’t think these are issues 
that should divide Christians, but it does give 
us opportunities to reflect on the meaning of 
the sacrament for us. I think that the possibility 
of baking bread in our homes - as Eastern 
Orthodox often still do - and thinking more 
carefully about the connections between where 
our food comes from, who produces it, how it 
is made and shared (or not) - could be valuable, 
even if not nearly as valuable as the sacrament 
of the Eucharist.

My own go-to-recipe for bread and communion 
is pita, or khubz as it is known in Arabic, perhaps 
the most common type of bread in the eastern 
Mediterranean now. Although it is flat, it is not 
unleavened, but it does remind us of how bread 
was the staple food for most people in Jesus’ 
world. It’s not hard to make and priests can 
tell you that it’s eminently practical too since it 
tears rather than crumbles.

Khubz Arabi Pita  
(adapted from Claudia Roden)

4 cups flour (plain, or mix of bread flour  
and whole wheat, 3/1)
2 tsp instant yeast
1/4 tsp sugar
1 tsp salt
2 Tbps olive oil
1 2/3 cups warm water

Mix flours, salt, sugar, and yeast. Add oil and 
water. Knead for 5-10 minutes, until smooth and 
elastic. Let prove in an oiled bowl covered for 1-2 
hours (or until doubled).

Punch dough down, and divide into twelve 
pieces (or as many as desired). Roll into balls and 
rest for a few minutes, then roll out into circles, 
fairly flat - 15 cm or so in diameter. Use a floured 
rolling pin to avoid sticking, or shape with hands 
to ensure an even round shape. 

Preheat oven to very hot (250F); if you have a 
pizza stone, heat it. 

Prove circles another 20 mins, on baking trays 
floured or with parchment paper, which then 
can go straight into the oven; or if you cook them 
directly on a baking stone, prove on trays and 
transfer carefully - a baker’s peel with cornmeal 
to stop sticking is ideal, but you can improvise.

Bake only 3-5 minutes on a stone, or a bit 
longer on trays; watch carefully to ensure slight 
browning but avoid crisping the loaves. They 
should balloon but will sink again when cool. 
These can be frozen.
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We are on the town’s guided walk for tourists 
interested in history and architecture. We keep 
the doors open every day. Visitors can look up 
at the timber roof held up by beautiful hammer 
beams, consider the death toll of Diggers on 
the huge brass plaque commemorating the 
First World War, and admire the stained-glass 
window of the risen Christ surrounded by 
angels with iridescent wings. There are some 
startled-looking apostles down below, as the 
Lord in majesty blesses them and us. There’s 
a huge old oil painting of the Christ-child 
being presented in the temple, and the usual 
memorials to long-ago pillars of the parish. 

It is a beautiful space, is St John’s Old Cathedral 
Kalgoorlie. It has a great acoustic for singing 
in, and a flexible floor-plan for everything from 
all-age Sunday morning Eucharist to relaxed 
Friday night services for saints’ days or a Taizé-
style quiet prayer service in testing times. 

It’s beautiful, and it’s very shabby. The foundation 
stone was laid in 1908, and since then the 
structure has been shaken by countless mining 
blasts and the odd earthquake, rasped by dust-
storms, rained on during wild thunderstorms, 
and suffered all the consequences of not-very-
carefully-laid foundations and occasional, half-
hearted repairs and alterations. 

I try not to look too closely at the diagonal 
cracks above the windows, the flaking plaster 
or the eroded brickwork. The engineers say it’s 
not in imminent danger of collapse, but I do 
wonder what the tourists think when they see 
it. I would hate them to think that our worship 
and our love for God and our neighbour are as 
diminished and dusty as our building. And I want 
our members to be sure that our little Anglican 
congregation, once a Cathedral community, 

has a future as well as a past, in this building 
that has sheltered so many generations of 
worshippers.

So I’m delighted that it’s now possible for visitors 
and locals alike to donate towards a restoration 
fund for St John’s Old Cathedral and the even 
more decrepit but equally historically significant 
Maritana Buildings next door. The Goldfields 
wouldn’t have a full-time priest without the 
financial and practical support of our Anglican 
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Perth.  
And we are grateful, too, for the Church House 
staff who manage things we can’t do, such as 
set up this collaboration with the National Trust, 
and explore community partnerships that will 
make our downtown location a mission hub for 
the 21st century. 

In the meantime, if you are new to Western 
Australia, we invite you to come to The 
Goldfields to join the tourists. If you or your 
family have Kalgoorlie-Boulder connections, we 
invite you to come back for a visit and imagine a 
grandparent’s wedding, an ancestor’s baptism, 
or a Sunday School picnic. Have an honest look 
at the past century’s dust and deterioration and 
join us on a Sunday morning too. You’ll see that 
there is resurrection life in the Old Cathedral 
yet, that’s well worth your giving and your 
prayers. 

God-Talk: Restoration
THE REVD DR ELIZABETH J SMITH AM  
Mission Priest, Parish of The Goldfields

G O L D F I E L D S

Donate to our Heritage Restoration Appeal

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/services/st-johns-old-cathedral-kalgoorlie-and-maritana-buildings/
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Within our schools, ‘the Arts’ consist collectively 
of: Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, and Visual 
Arts (Australian CURRICULUM); and each of 
these expressions, and more often when in 
combination, can assist in engaging children 
and young people creatively in their learnings 
of God, and God’s activity in the world, through 
Bible stories connecting with experiences of 
everyday living.

As we make the transition from the Season of 
Easter into the Season of Pentecost, it seems 
appropriate to share ‘Seasons of the Spirit’ 
(SeasonsENCORE), as an inclusive Sunday   
School Curriculum (following the church 
seasons) for lay and ordained leaders of children 
and young people, within our communities. 

Seasons’ age-appropriate (age-level) resources 
follow the Revised Common Lectionary readings 
and regular rhythm of the ‘easy-to-lead pattern 
- Focus, Prepare, Gather, Engage, Respond, 
Bless, and Reflect.’ 

The learning experiences are engaging, 
through the nurturing of imagination 
and creativity for children and young 

people.

The resources regularly lend themselves to a 
combination of natural expressions found in 
‘the arts’: ie Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, 
and Visual Art, and ‘...are specifically designed 
to engage various age-levels as they use their 
imagination to explore the Bible, tradition, 
science, technology, and the arts.’ 

Age-ranges include: 3-5; 6-8; 9-11; 12-14 and 
15-18 years, along with a flexible Multi-age  
(5-12 years) version which addresses different 
ages, interests, learning styles, and abilities with 
‘activity zones,’ including an Art zone, Music 
zone, Outreach zone, and Quiet zone! And 
Multiage resource is flexible enough to lend 
itself to All-Age services (inter-generational) 
which gather either weekly or less regularly, eg 
monthly.

Expressions of creativity and imagination are routinely drawn upon 
by our children and young people in their everyday living – at home, in 
community – at school and at church. 

THE REVD BELINDA NEWMAN Assistant Curate, Parish of Kingsley North-Woodvale  
and Member of the Anglican Children and Youth Ministries Commission

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/the-arts/
https://www.seasonsonline.ca/2/what_is_seasons/
https://www.seasonsonline.ca/2/what_is_seasons/
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At the Parish of Kingsley North-Woodvale 
our children and young people are engaged 
similarly in worship as their adult family 
members and carers are. They gather and pray 
together, preparing themselves for engaging 
in and responding to the Ministry of the Word, 
(they sing and dance together, they hear and 
often participate in the Bible story together, 
before creatively and imaginatively reflecting 
on what they have heard together). They look 

forward to re-joining their families or carers in 
the main worship space for the Ministry of the 
Sacrament. Importantly the children and youth 
are recognised equally alongside their loved 
ones as they too are able to approach the altar 
during this sacred time. 

For more information on this useful resource 
and to explore the free samples, please visit 
Seasons of the Spirit. 

Seasons’ vision is for an authentic Christianity 
lived in our culturally diverse and religiously 

pluralistic world; to be signs of God’s 
liberating, compassionate, and inclusive love, 

and to grow in our relationship with God. 
Seasons continues to nurture faith through 

liturgy, ritual, imagination, and to encourage 
Christian growth through worshipping, 
learning, and serving together. Our true 

curriculum is how we live our lives together.

SUSAN BURT,  
CO-ORDINATING EDITOR, SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT

“

A Free online workshop and write a Will
Planning the last chapters in your life, and after, and receive 
resources to make it easier for you and loved ones. Speakers 
include lawyers, funeral directors, palliative care and others.

Date: 9th and 10th June via Zoom
Cost: Information Sessions are Free 
and lawyer written Wills are $70
For info: Romm on 9263 2076 or 
anglicarewa.org.au/get-involved/events

End 
of Life 

Matters

https://www.seasonsonline.ca/412/sunday_school_curriculum/
https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/get-involved/events


MESSENGER | JUNE 2022 35

L I T U R GY

There are few joys like being invited to share a meal. To come, in the words 
of Timothy Dudley-Smith as guests invited when Jesus bids us dine, to His 
Table, infuses joy with privilege. 

The open invitation to our Lord’s Table must 
never be taken lightly though it is easy to do. 
The frequency of opportunities in most Anglican 
parishes and the gracious invitations to come, 
can cause us to gloss over challenges like we 
do not presume to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness. Thankfully, 
built into our services are ways of helping us 
overcome this awful sin of presumption and 
its second cousins, familiarity, formality and 
forgetfulness. 

Given George MacDonald’s warning, equally 
applicable to all regular communicants: that 
an occupational hazard of ministers is ‘the 
deadening... of the habitual dealing with 
the outside of things’, we are wise to come 
prayerfully. Once recognised as the flip-side 
danger of the strength of our good and helpful 
liturgies, we are able to come expectantly to the 
Table. 

The benefit and blessing of the 
sacrament is determined by the heart 

we bring to worship.

This fundamental attitude is expressed in the 
preparation prayer: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit. The 
realism of our own sinfulness is magnified by 
the prior words from whom no secrets are hidden. 
Any pretence or pride as to our own worthiness 
is dealt a fatal blow right at the start, before we 
come to our Lord’s Table. This is caught up in 

that later prayer, sometimes called the ‘prayer 
of humble access’, quoted above. Its realism 
in terms of our inability to stand, even kneel, 
before God, is answered by its words: but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy to 
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou 
art the same Lord, whose property is always to 
have mercy...

Our liturgies invite us to preach the 
gospel afresh to ourselves as we come 

to the Table. 

The Absolution follows the general confession 
because there can be no grace without 
contrition. The comfortable words our Saviour 
Christ saith to all that truly turn to him (from 
Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, 1 Timothy 1:15 and 1 
John 2:1) remind us that repentant sinners can 
come to the Table, and only those who are 
relying upon Jesus ought to, since we have in 
him alone, an Advocate whose death atones 
for our sins. Sacramental participation is never 
a substitute for our personal relationship with 
God our Father through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Put another way the meal does not create the 
relationship, we are invited because of our 
relationship. The sacramental meal is given to 
nourish us as His children not to make us His 
children. This is the point of our Lord’s teaching 
in John 6:35-40. 

The BCP has three exhortations designed to help 
parishioners come to the Table with repentant 

Our Rich Liturgical Heritage: 
Coming to the Lord’s Table
THE RT REVD DR PETER BRAIN
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and Jesus reliant hearts. The first when notice 
was given of the next celebration: that ye may 
come holy and clean to such a heavenly feast, in 
the marriage-garment required by God in holy 
Scripture, and be received as worthy partakers of 
that Holy Table. The second when the minister 
realised that parishioners were neglecting to 
come to the Table with the warning to consider 
earnestly with yourselves how little such feigned 
excuses will avail before God. The third was to 
warn against the great danger: if we receive the 
same unworthily.

Successive revisions have retained this latter 
exhortation only in the First Forms (AAPB and 
APBA) in helpful abridgements which expound 1 
Corinthians 11:26-28 as did BCP. The 2nd Form 
in AAPB quotes these verses in full, as does the 
3rd Form in APBA. 

Such exhortations serve to remind us that we 
dare not come to dine with Jesus harbouring 
unconfessed sin, nor should we presume to 
dine with those whom we are not in fellowship 
because of undealt with sin, ours or theirs. 
Friends of Jesus never want to presume or 
doubt his gracious invitation. 

Trusting him ensures that he remains 
central in our affections, the source of 

real nourishment and supreme focus of 
our lives.

VOCATION DAY 2022 AT WTC
SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 

8.30am – 12.40pm  
Commencing with the Eucharist and concluding with a light lunch

The main sessions will also be available online. Contact us for more information.

E. info@wtc.perth.anglican.org T. 08 9425 7270 W. wtc.perth.anglican.org

Sacrament Sunday, William Teulon Blandford Fletcher

mailto:info%40wtc.perth.anglican.org?subject=Vocation%20Day
tel:+61894257270
http://wtc.perth.anglican.org
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Nor’West Postcard
JOCELYN ROSS OAM

A very big welcome to Geneva Charis Hurley, born on 30 March, to Brendan 
and Laura Hurley, a new sister to Ethan, Jake, Ollie and two-year old Grace 
who live in Geraldton. Brendan is the Assistant Minister at St George’s, 
Bluff Point. A beautiful addition to her family, and to the church family!!! 
And a very warm welcome to Abigail Fay Kyngdon, number five for Roger 
and Amanda Kyngdon, born in South Hedland Health Campus on 20 May, 
and sister to Ada, Eliza, Ben and Emily!! Roger is the Newman Parish 
Minister. Our young clergy are certainly taking the matter of church growth 
seriously.
The congregation at Holy Cross Cathedral farewelled The Revd Garry and 
Joyce Hamersley who left for Port Hedland at the end of May to become 
Senior Chaplain at the Seafarers’ Centre. This is the culmination of God’s 
working over several years. Garry will also provide assistance to Minister in 
Charge, Eion Simmons, in the parish.
Nearly 20 members of the Cathedral congregations have met over lunch in 
the Deanery, at which Parish Council member Eugenie Harris launched the 
Cathedral Prayer Diary for the next 12 months.
We welcome two locum couples for June and July - The Revd Jonathon and 
Pascale Deeks from Perth, at Carnarvon; and The Revd Roy and Karen 
Davidson, with daughter Jessica, from Brisbane at Kalbarri. 
Bishop Gary Nelson officially concluded his ministry as our Bishop at 
the conclusion of General Synod on 15 May. The search and prayer for 
a new Bishop is now on in earnest, along with a new Dean. Archdeacon 
Paul Spackman, Senior Minister at Bluff Point, has taken up the role of 
Administrator. An Election Synod is to be held at the end of August.
From Kununurra Parish: “Last Sunday we had our ‘All in’ family service 
with the children taking the roles of welcoming, singing, and the kids’ talk. 
It was a blessing to us as a church, and we learnt from God’s word in Luke 
18 how we as a church need to depend on Jesus for salvation, just like a 
young child is dependent on parents for the necessities of life.”
From Karratha, where the Nicols have returned fresh from long service 
leave. They are keen to keep loving the West Pilbara as they offer 
relationship with Jesus: “The Combe family has arrived and hit the ground 
running in the West Pilbara. Steve started off as the locum while Jo and 
I were on long service leave, and has now thrown himself into full time 
seafarers’ chaplaincy. Please be praying for Steve and Tamara as they seek 
to bring the Gospel to the men and women of the ships of the Pilbara.” 
May God put before each of them, the people to whom he wants them to 
minister.
Matt and Naomi Warth continue to be heavily involved in bringing the 
gospel to Wickham and Roebourne. Please pray for them in their various 
chaplaincy positions.
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so!!

For more news about the North West visit anglicandnwa.org | @northwestanglicans or sign  
up to receive the North West Network magazine

Pictured from top: 
The Hurley family; 
Welcome Abigail Kyngdon; 
Revd Garry and  
Joyce Hamersley
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Bunbury Bulletin
Since writing the last article, the clergy of the Bunbury Diocese have enjoyed their annual 
retreat at St John of God retreat centre, Shoalwater.  We are all grateful to Bishop Jeremy 
for his interesting and spiritually provoking sessions, exploring some of the lesser known 
people from the Bible and following the lives and ministry of Charles de Foucault and 
Clare of Assisi. We appreciate his willingness to meet with us individually, as we took time 
from our busy lives and ministries to intentionally gaze on the cross of Christ.  Although 
it can seem somewhat indulgent to leave our parishes and chaplaincies for a week when 
there is so much to do, none of us can minister from an empty cup and it is fair to say 
that those who were able to attend left that place and returned to their parishes with 
overflowing cups!

The other big news in Bunbury, as in the rest of the Anglican Church of Australia, was 
General Synod meeting for the first time in five years due to Covid related delays.  After a 
full week of legislation, motions, finance and debates, our delegates came back tired but 
with much to share.  We are grateful for our team and the time they spent in preparation 
and through the week contributing to the debates.  Two members needed to do so 
remotely due to covid isolations and we are thankful for the technology and will to allow 
their participation remotely. 

As we joined for the retreat earlier in the month, we took the opportunity to celebrate our 
Chrism Eucharist which had been delayed from April due to restrictions.  The photograph 
is of our clergy in attendance immediately after that service.

THE VEN JULIE BAKER Archdeacon
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Call the Midwife was launched in 2012, 
envisaged as a small scale series for 
BBC with little fanfare. It is now in 
its 11th season, and its stories and 
characters have made an amazing 
impact worldwide. It has become 
one of the most loved dramas on 
television.

The memoirs are, of course, based 
on true stories captured by Jennifer 
Worth in her trilogy which formed the 
basis for the first episodes. Jennifer 
died before the BBC series started 
filming, but she remained in contact 
with the nuns who inspired her, all 
her life. 

The series creator, Heidi Thomas (and author of 
this superb book), needed more stories and input. 
An incredible movement started where fans of the 
show began writing to the BBC about personal 
experiences. These personal insights complemented 
the research which was being undertaken by the 
BBC and accordingly the series has evolved and 
grown, with two more series planned over the next 
two years.

The reasons for the popularity of the series surely 
include the moving and intimate insights into the 
world of family life in the East End of London in 50s 
and 60s, but also the undeniable Christian values 
and the humanitarian, and enlightened principles 
which permeate the work of all who come into 
contact with Nonnatus House.

This new book brings alive the characters, favourite 
parts, and the words of inspiration which are 
scattered throughout the series. Many are the 
actual words of Jennifer Worth, spoken softly and 
thoughtfully by Vanessa Redgrave. 

‘I had entered a house in the dead of night, and 
emerged into sunshine, leaving a new life behind 
and I wouldn’t have changed my job for all the world’.

And in one of the Christmas Specials: ‘There are 
always angels, everywhere. Perhaps we only think to 
look for them at Christmas, when their wings can be 

seen, when their halos glow with light. 
But they are always there. There in the 
quiet corners, there in the shadows, 
there in their ordinary clothes, and 
they are beautiful. Make room for 
the angels. And their gifts will fill your 
heart in ways you can never imagine.’

And from Sister Frances, in Series 8: 
‘Thank you God, For not leaving me 
alone, when I was on my own. Thank 
you! Amen’.

And from Sister Evangelina, in one 
of the first episodes: ‘We don’t need 
an extra pair of hands, we need an 
octopus’.

From Mother Mildred Series in a recent episode: 
‘If fifty years in the religious life has taught me 
anything, it’s that miracles are in very short supply. 
We had better not rely on them.’

Sister Monica Joan said: ‘When I was a novice, I found 
Lent the hardest season. Not for the hardship of self-
sacrifice... but for the absence of nature’s beauty in 
the chapel… but then I encountered a passage that 
gave great illumination. It is not the penance that we 
choose that is pleasing to God – it is the setting aside 
of ego and the submission to his will’.

How often have followers of Call the Midwife wanted 
to write down or capture the many words of wisdom 
to easily recall them. 

Heidi Thomas says that it has become clear that the 
show is one in which our audience feels a sense of 
ownership, and the relationship with the audience 
has always been a two-way street.

This delightful book captures over 100 touching, 
caring and valuable words of inspiration, divided into 
five parts and incorporating stunning photography 
which gives the words an immediate context.

REVIEWED BY SHIRLEY CLAUGHTON

A quick search reveals that the book  
(ISBN 9781474619424) is currently available 

at Dymocks bookstores and on-line at 
bookdepository.com

THE WISDOM OF CALL THE MIDWIFE, Words of inspiration  
from the Sisters and midwives of Nonnatus House
Heidi Thomas (foreword) Hardcover, illustrated | Priced around $30.00

http://bookdepository.com
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One of the collections we are working on now is the Kelmscott parish. The 
collection includes minute books, publications and registers of births and 
marriages which document the history of the parish and the district. It 
was deposited to Archives in 2019.
The first church in Kelmscott was 
built in 1871 and consecrated by 
Bishop Hale in 1874 (Doncaster). 
Services were initially conducted 
by clergy stationed at Guildford 
prior to Victoria Park taking on the 
responsibility (Doncaster). 

The Parochial District of Kelmscott 
Armadale was formed in 1902 with 
Revd H H J Norwood appointed the 
Acting Rector. 

The Revd G Digby Wilson was the first 
Rector appointed and confirmed at 
meeting of parishioners on 24 March 
1903 (Kelmscott Minutes 1902-19). 
He was also rector at Victoria Park 
during this time. In 1905 The Revd 
W W Gregson was appointed and 
ministered until August 1906. The 
Annual Report for 1907 states that 
the Rector held services in Kelmscott, 
Roleystone, Armadale, Gosnells, 
Mundijong, Jarrahdale, No 6 Mill and 
Serpentine, with services expected 
to start in Bedfordale and Jandakot 
(Kelmscott Minutes 1902-19).

The early minute books document some of the 
hardships in the early years in both building the 
church at Armadale and in the vast distances 
required to be covered by the Rector. The 

establishment of Sunday Schools was 
highlighted as one of the early successes 
of the district with numerous schools 
opening within the district (Kelmscott 
Minutes 1902-19).

The collection also includes a minute 
book (1898-1906) for St Paul’s 
Jarrahdale. At a vestry meeting on  
4 April 1902, it was moved and seconded 
that the vestry form an amalgamation 
with Armadale and Kelmscott with a 
service to be conducted at Jarrahdale 
every third Sunday (Jarrahdale Minutes 
1898-1906). This continued until 1908 
when Mundijong, Jarrahdale, Serpentine 
was reported in the annual report as 
‘severed from the parish’ (Kelmscott 
Minutes 1902-19). This was not a 
permanent separation with the Rector 
for Kelmscott Armadale performing 
services at Jarrahdale between 1909-15 
and again from 1938 (Doncaster).  

The district continued until 1958 when 
Kelmscott and Armadale were separated 
with The Revd D R Allton the first Rector 
stationed in Kelmscott (Doncaster).

References
Minutes (Kelmscott Armadale Parish) 1902-1919, Anglican Diocese Perth Archives SE/00758/0002
Minutes (Jarrahdale Vestry) 1898- 1906, Anglican Diocese Perth Archives SE/00758/0003
Doncaster, Fr Ted, (nd), Kelmscott the first Church of St Mary, River Road, Anglican Diocese Perth Archives
Doncaster, Fr Ted, (nd), Armadale the Church of St Matthew corner Jull Street and Prospect Road, Anglican Diocese Perth Archives

Pictured from top: First entry in the Jarrahdale Vestry Minutes 
1898; Approval to form Parochial District of Kelmscott Armadale

Parish of Kelmscott
NAOMI LAM Diocesan Archivist
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Undulating Sand June?
THE REVD TED WITHAM 
The Revd Ted Witham has been helping Messenger readers flex their brains for more than a decade, 
setting challenging crosswords in his spare time. Ted is fascinated by linguistics and teaches French 
and Latin at the University of the Third Age.

Clues
ACROSS 
1,  &8 across. Make joke with 

Moses’ friendly assistant. (4)
2.  Knock back competent tale. 

(7)
8.  See 1 across. 
10.  Cross donjon ahead with 

failed prophet. (5)
11.  Sat around the Association 

of Theological Schools. (3)
13.  To refract Clarion Six out of 

provincialism. (5)
16.  Mr Capone, at last! (2)
18.  Contains in chasuble. (3)
19.  Breathless in reproofs. (3)
21,  & 32 across. Rate altered 

and put among the wheat. 
(4)

22.  Israeli mitzvah taken across 
the boundary. (5)

24.  Reason to cross-catalog 
icons. (5)

26.  As love mixed into bread. (6)
28.  Fifty tarry with left out 

singer. (6)
29.  Begins above Orange, New 

South Wales. (2)
30.  Around the tent ran the 

contender. (6)
32.  See 21 across. 
33.  Extra dedication for 

exchange. (5)
34.  Affliction along the rails. (3)
36.  Lapses left out of 

ambulatories. (5)
39,  41,42, 43 & 45 across. Folded 

note meant for expiation of 
sins. (10)

46.  Could synod be idle? 
It comes about in an 
uncompliant manner. (13)

1,  & 9 down. The Hon. Jay to write Gospel?
3.  Albany Journal. (2)
4.  Are topped paddles going through with 

a loud noise? (5)
5.  Stop your crazy antic right away – I’m 

against it! (4)
6.  Lowest part in the subassociation. (5)
7.  Molly-duker! (2)
9.  See 1 down. 
12.  All who turn to consecrate. (6)
13.  Dad, marquee open to the world. (6)
14.  No lime around for old Perth  

Archbishop. (6)
16.  Revolutionary cadres seek the holy. (6)
17.  Cat folded in a strip of lino. (4)
18.  The man around four Romans keeps 

bees! (4)
20.  Typeface for the baptistery. (4) 

21.  Stratum in the frontiers. (4)
23.  Mum has her degree! (2)
25.  Our Head of State on a horse? (2)
27.  Strap the components on the back? (5)
28.  Soup-spoon to stir 50 into the lead. (5)
31.  Vertigo as dire as being resurrected. (6)
35.  Sinful among the troubadours! (3)
36.  Overturn ban on Australian National 

Biography. (3) 
37.  Beginning as a Special Minister of the 

Eucharist. (3) 
38.  A pigpen in all honesty. (3)
40.  Can it be scaled up backwards? (2) 
41.  Feeling awe at Hawaii’s extinct noble 

bird. (2) 
44.  A little English. (2) 
45.  Not likely starting in Holland. (2)

C R O S SWO R D

Undulating Sand June? 
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Clues 
Across 
1, &8 across. Make joke with Moses' friendly assistant. (4) 
2. Knock back competent tale. (7) 
8. See 1 across.  
10. Cross donjon ahead with failed prophet. (5) 
11. Sat around the Association of Theological Schools. (3) 
13. To refract Clarion Six out of provincialism. (5) 
16. Mr Capone, at last! (2) 
18. Contains in chasuble. (3) 
19. Breathless in reproofs. (3) 
21, & 32 across. Rate altered and put among the wheat. (4) 
22. Israeli mitzvah taken across the boundary. (5) 
24. Reason to cross-catalog icons. (5) 
26. As love mixed into bread. (6) 
28. Fifty tarry with left out singer. (6) 
29. Begins above Orange, New South Wales. (2) 
30. Around the tent ran the contender. (6) 
32. See 21 across.  
33. Extra dedication for exchange. (5) 
34. Affliction along the rails. (3) 
36. Lapses left out of ambulatories. (5) 
39, 41,42, 43 & 45 across. Folded note meant for expiation of sins. (10) 

DOWN

See page 50 for solution
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St George’s Cathedral Art Exhibition

ST  G E O R G E ’ S  C AT H E D R A L  -  A RT

The St George’s Cathedral 
Art Exhibition is a special 
fixture in the yearly calendar 
at the Cathedral. Now in its 
19th year, this annual event 
is open to senior students 
from Western Australian high 
schools. 
Like the medieval cathedrals 
of Europe providing a space 
for people to experience the 
mystery plays, the Arts are 
a core part of the identity of  
St George’s Cathedral. 
For nine days in July, the 
Cathedral is transformed 
and enhanced by the artwork 
installed along the aisles. 
When people set foot in this 
place of deep spirituality, they can experience 
the transcendence that the arts can facilitate.
The exhibition creates connections with the 
community, and gives students an opportunity 
to exhibit their work to a wider audience than 
the school community alone. The St George’s 
Cathedral Art Exhibition attracts people from 
all over Perth. 
All of the artworks are photographed for the 
souvenir catalogue, and a panel of judges 
select a winning work from each category; 2D, 
3D, Digital and Mixed Media and Textile. Prizes 
for the awards are donated by our generous 
sponsors, and are presented at the Gala Awards 
Night. Attendees at the Exhibition can cast their 
vote for the People Choice Award, which is 
awarded at the conclusion of the Exhibition.
To ensure any young WA artist can participate, 
there are no fees to exhibit. Each student whose 
work is entered also receives a copy of the 
catalogue. Schools are already submitting their 
entries, and we have been pleased to receive 
entries from new schools who have not entered 
their students before, as well as schools who 
have entered for many years. We are always 
impressed by the incredibly high standard of 
works we receive, and hope that you will come 

along to see them.
We could not run the  
St George’s Cathedral Art 
Exhibition without the support 
of the St George’s Cathedral 
Arts Foundation, and all of our 
donors. Donations come from 
individuals and organisations, 
like the Anglican Community 
Fund, who have a long record 
of giving back to the Anglican 
community.
For more information visit: 
art.perthcathedral.org
Tickets for the Gala Awards 
Night on 21 July are available 
through TryBooking. 
www.trybooking.com/BZIPW

An exhibition of works by senior art students 
from Western Australian schools

19TH ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL ART

St George’s Cathedral • 38 St Georges Terrace, Perth • (08) 9325 5766 
www.perthcathedral.org • www.facebook.com/StGeorgesCathedral

Art featured: ‘Carrier’ By Yasmin Asia De La Rosa Sutedja, 
Presbyterian Ladies’ College (Acrylic and oil on board)

SAT 16 - SUN 24 JULY 2022
St George’s Cathedral
10am - 4pm daily (12noon - 4pm Sundays)

Entry by GOLD COIN donation  • Catalogues $15
People’s choice voting & prize draw 

GALA AWARDS NIGHT
Thursday 21 July 2022 at 6.30pm
Tickets $20/$10 available via TryBooking

http://art.perthcathedral.org
http://www.trybooking.com/BZIPW
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DR ANGELA MCCARTHY Chairperson, Mandorla Centre for Inner Peace Inc

The Mandorla Art Award 2022 was opened on Friday 
night, 20 May 2022. It was a great pleasure for the 
Hon Kerry Sanderson AO CVO to speak at the Award 
and present the main prize which is sponsored by  
St John of God Health Care. 
She presented a $25,000 prize with the Mandorla Art Award acquiring 
the artwork which will be housed in New Norcia Monastery Museum 
and Galleries.

The winner was Claire Beausein from Broome with her work Chalice 
(pictured right). It is an assemblage of over 600 silkworm cocoons 
stitched together with silk thread and hung with museum pins on 
cotton rag paper. It was a standout choice for the judges who were 
immediately unanimous in the choice of this exquisite work. The sheen 
of the silk and the golden colour distributed carefully in graded hues is 
immediately attractive as well as stunningly beautiful. Claire referred 
in her artist’s talk to the medidative action of the many hours it took 
to stitch it together during which she contemplated the theme of metamorphosis and the deep 
relevance to Isaiah 43:19 and to Christian beliefs. The cocoons were collected in Indonesia in the wild 
so the butterfly has already flown, which is such a rich symbol of metamorphosis and resurrection in 
the Christian tradition.

The judges spoke of the ‘prophetic imagination’ that ‘invites us to lay aside old ways of being and 
sources of authority, and to imagine new futures. Claire’s work embodies this call, as she moves beyond 
symbolism and works patiently with raw materials, each chrysalis a vessel that holds transformation. 
The work evokes images of shedding one’s skin in order to grow, of ceremonial scrolls, cloaks, and 
other religious ephemera, but the artist’s lightness of hand lends the work a magical quality, as if 
silkworms themselves had made it. Exquisitely made, ‘Chalice’ floats off the background, shimmering 
with golden, dappled light and shadow, inviting us to imagine…’

The Anglican Diocese Highly commended prize of $5,000 was awarded to Angela Stewart by Archbishop 
Kay Goldsworthy. Angela’s work was deeply moving as the metamorphosis involved her emergence 
from grief and is beautifully expressed. There are many ways in which we bring transformation about 
within ourselves and COVID-19 has demanded that we also transform our communities. Sometimes 
we are thrust into radical change and Angela has expressed this well.

The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth prize of $5,000 was presented to Susan Roux by Bishop Don 
Sproxton for her textile work Terre Verte. It is a free hanging work constructed of paper, PET thread 
and aluminium. One of the special aspects of this work is the emergence of the green interior that 
speaks of hope, of creation of the newness that God intends. The PET thread is surprisingly made 
from plastic that has been removed from polluted water ways. 

The Patricia Toohey Painting Award of $5,000 presented by Vicky Gonzalez Burrows from MercyCare 
went to Michael Iwanoff for his work fromlittlethings. Michael describes his work as a ‘poetic meditation 
on the transformative seed each of us is able to sow into our awareness, experience and life’.

All of these beautiful artworks expressing our theme from Isaiah 43:19 can be viewed on the Mandorla 
Art Award website mandorlaart.com/2022-mandorla-art-award 

http://mandorlaart.com/2022-mandorla-art-award
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ANTHONY HOWES 
Anthony presents more news of arts and entertainment every Saturday from  
10.00am till 12.00noon on Capital Radio 101.7 FM and Capital Digital

The stage, the concert platform and exhibition spaces are full of creativity 
this month. The cliché  - ‘there is something for everyone’ is the key note! 
And, something in the arts in all their forms, too. 
Don’t forget, for example that there are the immersive experiences available throughout this 
month in Van Gogh Alive, the digital spectacular in the Supreme Court Gardens. Bookings at  
vangoghalive.com.au. Last month’s Messenger showed the visual spectacular of this exhibition.

HERE’S A TASK FOR YOU TO EARN 20% OFF YOUR TICKET PRICE
Music Viva is making this available to Messenger readers in association with Capital Radio listeners

When booking online, put the word Piano into the promo code box on the link:
www.musicaviva.com.au/concert-season/2022/paul-grabowsky-andrea-lam/?utm_source=Capital-Radio&utm_

medium=crosspromo&utm_campaign=Grabowsky

MAY-JUN

28-12

Once – The Musical
Already playing out its season until 12 June at the Regal Theatre, 
Subiaco, is the Black Swan State Theatre’s production of  
Once – The Musical. Based on the film of the same name by John 
Carney, book by Enda Walsh, music and lyrics by Glen Hansard 
and Markéta Irglová. This is a love story of two people who help 
each other face the challenges, pain, and vital importance of 
vulnerability as the pathway to connection and fulfilment. Once, 
is a co-production with Darlinghurst Theatre, NSW. Directed 
by Richard Carroll with musical direction by Victoria Falconer; 
dance sequences have been created by Hamilton’s resident 
director Amy Campbell. Bookings via Ticketek.

Musica Viva 

Musica Viva continues to bring outstanding musicians to the 
Perth Concert Hall with Paul Grabowsky and Andrea Lam on 
Monday, 13 June. In 1741 J S Bach sketched a simple, almost 
transparent aria that he then spun into 30 miraculous variations. 
In this concert Andrea Lam and Paul Grabowsky present 
their very different takes on the resultant work, the Goldberg 
Variations. Pianist Andrea Lam, who first performed with an 
orchestra at the age of 13, studied music at Yale, and whose 
praises have been sung by the Wall Street Journal, will play each 
note on the instrument where she earned her fame. Legendary 
Australian musician Paul Grabowsky then has his turn, creating 
his own extraordinary, jazz-inflected response to Bach’s eternally 
beautiful theme.

Superb music from composer and performers!

JUN

13

http://vangoghalive.com.au
http://www.musicaviva.com.au/concert-season/2022/paul-grabowsky-andrea-lam/?utm_source=Capital-Radio&utm_me
http://www.musicaviva.com.au/concert-season/2022/paul-grabowsky-andrea-lam/?utm_source=Capital-Radio&utm_me
https://premier.ticketek.com.au/shows/show.aspx?sh=SWANONCE22
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Mack & Mabel
From 10-16 June, His Majesty’s Theatre hosts the WAAPA 
production of the musical Mack & Mabel, a celebration of silent-
era Hollywood with heroes, villains, starlets and moguls. It charts 
the stormy love story of Hollywood silent movie director Mack 
Sennett and his adorable star Mabel Normand.  Mack & Mabel 
is WAAPA’s biggest production of the year, directed by Crispin 
Taylor, musical director Tim Cunniffe and choreographer Jayne 
Smeulders.  

A huge ensemble of up-and-coming stars on stage are 
accompanied by an orchestra of talented music students, all 
supported by a crew of Production and Design students. It is a 
strange beast who is ever disappointed in a WAAPA production

Bookings via His Majesty’s Theatre website.

State
The State Theatre Centre sees the season of new ballets danced 
and choreographed by members of the WA Ballet Company. 
Called State, the season runs from 24 June to 2 July. West 
Australian Ballet’s world-class dancers are seen in a different 
light in a triple-bill bringing works, both neo classical and 
contemporary, from Craig Davidson, Nils Christe, and Li Sze 
Yeung and Wong Tan Ki.

Tickets available from waballet.com.au/state

An American in Paris
Finally, a look to July.  I don’t want you to miss the rapturous 
musical An American in Paris, which will play at the Crown Theatre 
from 9-27 July. Hailed as a ‘tour de force’ for its choreography, 
the four-time Tony Award winning Broadway musical tells the 
entrancing story of a young American soldier and a beautiful 
French girl, set against the iconic backdrop of the most romantic 
city in the world. A ‘Rapturous’ musical? That description comes 
from the combination of classic score, timeless love story, 
exuberant dance and striking stage design. 

Bookings are now open at www.ticketmaster.com.au 

JUN

10-16

JUN-JUL

24-2

JUL

9-27

https://www.ptt.wa.gov.au/venues/his-majestys-theatre/whats-on/mack-mabel/
http://waballet.com.au/state
https://www.ticketmaster.com.au/an-american-in-paris-tickets/artist/2311759
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Parish of Midland - Praying on IDAHOBIT
THE REVD PEREGRIN CAMPBELL-OSGOOD Assistant Curate

In 2017 the Perth Synod apologised to LGBTIQ+ 
people and expressed a desire for our 
parishes, schools and agencies to be places 
where LGBTIQ+ people would feel safe. The 
Synod asked and encouraged local churches to 
demonstrate repentance in changed attitudes 
and conduct.

In the spirit of this apology, a service to celebrate 
IDAHOBIT (the International Day Against 
Homophobia, BiPhobia, Interphobia and 
Transphobia) was held on 17 May at the Church 
of the Ascension in Midland. We lamented our 
past exclusion, vilification and marginalization 
of LGBTIQA+ people made in the Image of 
God and celebrated the inclusive love of God 
for all people, in our uniqueness and diversity. 
The service was lay-led, beautiful, deep and 

reflective. It attracted people from the local 
area who do not regularly attend church, local 
candidates in the Federal Election and leaders 
of other local churches. We left encouraged 
and uplifted, empowered to show forth God’s 
love for all in our church and our lives. 

Sending Out Prayer from the Service

Most loving God, 
you send us from this Holy Place into your Holy 
World - 
give us compassion to embrace the gifts you 
give. 
In our differences, teach us to love fully, equally 
and radically all your children.
Allow us to know their true and whole selves,
as we reveal our true selves to them.
Lead us with courage to be advocates for people 
of all sexual orientations, 
gender identities,
and gender expressions –
and so may we come to that fullness
of community that reflects your love,
Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of St Philip's Cottesloe, Perth, Western Australia is seeking an 
experienced priest, rooted in biblical teaching and prayerful spirituality, who 
is gifted with vision and energy to lead our congregation with its vision of 
"growing young" and its mission of making disciples who make disciples. 
The role of Rector of St Philip's is a demanding, multifaceted one, well supported by a skilled and 
passionate Associate Minister, a part time church administrator, lay volunteers, sound finances, and 
a committed, multigenerational congregation eager to build on its strengths to share Christ’s love in 
our community and for our world. St Philip's is situated in the well-to-do coastal western suburb of 
Cottesloe and is surrounded by multiple private and state schools. 

We are seeking a priest who is 

• committed to biblical teaching in the evangelical tradition of the Anglican Church of Australia  
• committed to strong pastoral care  
• committed to develop and upskill lay leadership by women and men 
• committed to support the equal role of women in ministry 
• committed to developing our vision to grow the parish's ministry among young adults in 

partnership with nearby schools  
• experienced in successful effective leadership of a Christian community, and in fostering 

positive relationships within and beyond the church walls 
• skilled in leadership of a ministry team 
• spiritually uplifting and compassionate and able to inspire adults and children through 

preaching, teaching, example, and pastoral care 
 

We would welcome a dynamic Senior Minister to inspire and lead us in love, in faith, and in mission. 

For more information about St Philip’s please visit our website at stphilips.net.au 

All enquiries and expressions of interest including curriculum vitae to be addressed to Bishop Jeremy 
James at jjames@perth.anglican.org  

The Parish of St Philip’s Cottesloe, Perth, Western Australia is seeking an experienced priest, 
rooted in biblical teaching and prayerful spirituality, who is gifted with vision and energy 
to lead our congregation with its vision of “growing young” and its mission of making 
disciples who make disciples.
The role of Rector of St Philip’s is a demanding, multifaceted one, well supported by a skilled and passionate Associate Minister, 
a part time church administrator, lay volunteers, sound finances, and a committed, multigenerational congregation eager to build 
on its strengths to share Christ’s love in our community and for our world. St Philip’s is situated in the well-to-do coastal western 
suburb of Cottesloe and is surrounded by multiple private and state schools.
We are seeking a priest who is

We would welcome a dynamic Senior Minister to inspire and lead us in love, in faith, and in mission.

For more information about St Philip’s please visit our website at stphilips.net.au
All enquiries and expressions of interest including curriculum vitae to be addressed to  
Bishop Jeremy James at jjames@perth.anglican.org

• committed to biblical teaching in the evangelical tradition of 
the Anglican Church of Australia

•  committed to strong pastoral care
•  committed to develop and upskill lay leadership by women 

and men
•  committed to support the equal role of women in ministry
•  committed to developing our vision to grow the parish’s 

ministry among young adults in partnership with nearby 
schools

•  experienced in successful effective leadership of a Christian 
community, and in fostering positive relationships within and 
beyond the church walls

•  skilled in leadership of a ministry team
•  spiritually uplifting and compassionate and able to inspire 

adults and children through preaching, teaching, example, 
and pastoral care

http://stphilips.net.au
mailto:jjames%40perth.anglican.org?subject=
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Multicultural Ministry Commission
MEI WOOD Member of the Multicultural Ministry Commission

The Multicultural Ministry Commission (MMC) welcomed the recent return 
of The Rt Revd Onesimo Yugusuk for a short sabbatical from his role as the 
Bishop of Lomega Diocese in the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. Thanks 
to the Diocese, the MMC was able to hold an afternoon tea at Burt Hall.

Bishop Onesimo recounted tales of his travels in Sudan and how he 
accomplished the first phase of his missionary plan, that was to build a 
physical church in his diocese. With the help of faithful parishioners, the 
building was established from scratch, using bare hands and minimal 
modern technology. Bricks were hand made from mud and put together 
block by block to build a place of worship that could fit just over 100 
parishioners.

Mesmerising stories were regaled on how Bishop Onesimo and his fellow 
bishops had to deal consistently with complex government structures 
and build strong relationships with numerous administrative bodies. This 
effort is often a tediously delicate and sensitive process albeit critical to 
gain support and cooperation towards ensuring the welfare and safety of 
the people. The constant and imminent dangers of being attacked as they 
travel on the long and lonely rocky roads can only be associated with stories 
seen in movies. Peaceful sleep is non-existent as every sound in the night 
could signal danger nearby. Bishop Onesimo tells us that he is only able to 
sleep without constant fear when he is home in Perth, in the company of 
his loving family.

Although every single day is treacherous for Bishop Onesimo while he is in 
Sudan, he is determined to follow God’s calling. For all the precariousness 
of the situation, Bishop Onesimo tells us of the passionate and colourful 
worships during church services, the moving sermons that he takes part 
in. Bishop Onesimo is fervently working towards educating his clerics and 
parishioners so they are able to fully understand the teachings of the bible. 
He hopes that this knowledge is passed on through the generations.

Bishop Onesimo feels his own strength, both spiritual and physical, is 
sustained by the overwhelming faith of the Sudanese people and from 
the prayers and support received from others. For this, Bishop Onesimo is 
greatly appreciative and thankful to the Anglican Diocese of Perth, fellow 
clergy and those in Australia who have continuously kept him in their 
prayers.

The next chapter in Bishop Onesimo’s journey is to build a church in an 
adjoining district within the diocese, around 120 kilometres from the Nesitu 
Parish. He aims to buy a car, to make it easier for him to travel and provide 
pastoral care. At the moment, Bishop Onesimo and his clergy relies on the 
generosity of others to help them travel and make visitations to places of 
need. 

MMC wishes Bishop Onesimo a safe journey and continued strength in his 
faith in serving God. We eagerly look forward to Bishop Onesimo’s next 
sabbatical and more on his fascinating life experiences in Sudan.
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https://www.missiontoseafarers.org/sea-sunday
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APPOINTMENT
The Venerable Julie Baker Rector, Darlington-Bellevue

(from the Diocese of Bunbury)
Commissioning - 7.00pm Thursday 28 July
St Cuthbert, Cnr Darlington and Hillsden Roads, 
Darlington

01.08.22

A R O U N D  T H E  D I O C E S E

Rural Parishes Respond 
THE VEN KATHY BARRETT-LENNARD Archdeacon

Rural people are only too aware of the power of 
nature, to nurture but also to destroy. 

Having experienced both fires and floods, rural 
communities in the Diocese of Perth has been 
quick to respond to the devastation caused 
by nature’s vagaries. We were shocked to see 
footage of the devastating floods that ravaged 
parts of Queensland and New South Wales 
recently and felt that we would like to show our 
support to fellow Anglicans living in small rural 
communities. To that end, nine rural parishes 
responded to the call and raised $8,500 to send 
to our Christian sisters and brothers in the 
Grafton Diocese specifically for the Parish of 
Lismore. 

We have a close affinity to the Dioceses of 
Grafton and Gippsland, all being partly rural. Our 
parishes are small, and several remote, most 
receiving monthly or bi-monthly sacramental 
ministry from retired supply clergy. Ours are 
however, resilient communities and believe the 
same would be true in rural New South Wales 
and Victoria.  

In 2021 the Gippsland fires ravaged the 
country and we witnessed people losing 
homes, livestock, family pets, businesses, and 
the land being laid waste. With subsequent 

violent summer winds, huge dust storms blew 
away thousands of tonnes of topsoil. For the 
farmer who had cared for the land, this was 
devastating, and for business people in the 
small towns, the losses were catastrophic. To 
that disaster, our parishes responded with a 
donation of $26,500. We felt especially drawn 
to sending relief funds there, as it was our 
Archbishop’s former Diocese, but also one of 
the most significantly impacted by the fires.

Donations for both fire and flood went with our 
prayers and support. They were received with 
gratitude.

Pictured from left: Bishop Jeremy, Archbishop Kay with Lismore 
Rector, The Revd Christian Ford. and Bishop of Grafton, Murray 
Harvey

LOCUM TENENS
The Revd Joe Sullivan Kwinana 01.05.22 - 31.07.22
The Revd Graeme Manolas Scarborough 01.06.22 - 25.12.22
The Revd Mark Grobicki Dalkeith 08.05.22 - 20.06.22
The Revd Philip Biggs South Perth 01.07.22 - 31.08.22
The Revd Sebastiana Pienaar Greenwood 28.06.22 - 07.08.22
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June solution 
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          A T S           
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L I M I T       L O G I C 
L O A V E S   L I N G E R 
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W       T R A D E       D 
          A I L           
B       A P S E S       S 
A T   O N   E   M E   N T 
D I S O B E D I E N T L Y 

 

 

 

Crossword solution

KINLAR VESTMENTS
Quality vestments - albs, chasubles, 

stoles, altar cloths, and more.

Phone Vickii for an appointment
0409 114 093 or 08 6460 6468
kinlar.vestments@gmail.com

kinlarvestments.com.au

A Gift in 
your Will,

regardless 
of size…

… is one of the most generous things you 
could do for our charity. This lasting gesture 
will support a family somewhere in WA.

 For more information or a private 
conversation: 9263 2076 or 
bequests@anglicarewa.org.au

RICH HARVEST 
CHRISTIAN SHOP

Bibles, CDs and DVDs, cards  
and others ...

39 Hulme Court, Myaree WA 6154
Monday – Friday: 10.30am - 6.00pm

Saturday: 10.30am - 3.00pm
Email: rich7harvest@gmail.com

DEADLINE: 20th of every month prior to publication. 
Articles must be under 400 words and may be edited 
without notice, images to accompany articles are 
encouraged
PHOTOGRAPHS: Permission needs to be sought 
from parents/guardians/carers for photographs with 
children. Digital photos should be a high quality.

Get in touch with  Get in touch with  
the Messenger teamthe Messenger team

Phone: 08 9425 7200
Email: messenger@perth.anglican.org

MESSENGER

mailto:kinlar.vestments%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.kinlarvestments.com.au
https://www.anglicarewa.org.au/get-involved/leave-a-bequest
mailto:rich7harvest%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:messenger@perth.anglican.org
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St George’s Cathedral
The Cathedral is open – COVID-19 restrictions apply
Information about our services and events can be found on the website at 
www.perthcathedral.org

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00am

Holy Eucharist (BCP)
10.00am 

Choral Eucharist
5.00pm

Choral Evensong

MONDAY TO SATURDAY SERVICES
Monday-Saturday 8.00am Morning Prayer and 8.15am Holy Eucharist
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 12.15pm Holy Eucharist
Wednesday 10.30am Holy Eucharist
Monday-Saturday 4.00pm Evening Prayer

SPECIAL SERVICES
Sunday 5 June 5.00pm Ecumenical Evensong
Tuesday 7 June 12.15pm Service for Healing and Wholeness

A special celebration of Holy Communion that includes prayer for healing 
and wholeness. This service is held on the first Tuesday of every month.

Thursday 16 June 6.30pm Festal Eucharist for Corpus Christi
Sunday 19 June 5.00pm Choral Evensong with the Order of Australia
Sunday 26 June 5.00pm Choral Evensong with Commissioning of the new Precentor

SPIRITUALITY SERIES  
Hand sanitising and social distancing

A Day in the Spiritual Life of the Cathedral 
Wednesday 8 June 9.30am –2.00pm 

Divine Grace - Generous Effort Thomas Merton – presented by Sylvia Grevel.  
The day begins in Upper Burt Memorial Hall with tea, coffee and prayers. The day includes the presentation, 

Theological Reflection, Eucharist and prayers. (Entry $12, includes lunch)

Coffee, Prayers & Spirituality 
Wednesday 22 June 9.30–11.30am 

Spirituality, Patriarchy and Women’s Issues – presented by Sally Mathwin 
Coffee or tea, prayers and a presentation, in Upper Burt Memorial Hall. (Entry $5)

Enrolments to Bishop David Murray, Cathedral Centre for Spirituality  
spirituality@perthcathedral.org or phone 9325 5766

MUSIC
Wednesday 1 June 1.00-1.45pm Concert-at-One: Piano students from WAAPA

Wednesday 15 June 1.00-1.45pm Concert-at-One: Presbyterian Ladies College

Wednesday 29 June 1.00-1.45pm Concert-at-One: Perth Modern School

http://www.perthcathedral.org
mailto:spirituality%40perthcathedral.org?subject=
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