
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 November 2018 
 
 
Lisa Fitzpatrick 
Secretary  
ANMF (Vic Branch) 
535 Elizabeth Street 
MELBOURNE  VIC  3000 
Email: lfitzpatrick@anmfvic.asn.au 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Fitzpatrick, 
 
 
Please find below details of our 2018 health election policies, that we have announced to 
date related to nursing, midwifery and carers.  
 
The Liberal Nationals understand the pressures out of control population growth places on 
our major cities and services within them. The Liberal Nationals want to decentralise our 
population and grow the whole state. We need population growth but it needs to be the 
right growth in the right places at the right time. 
 
Part of decentralising our population is supporting our regional and rural health services to 
play an even greater role in delivering world-class health care as locally as possible. 
 
Our hospitals are busy and nurses and midwives are the backbone of these institutions. The 
Liberal Nationals understand how important it is to ensure nurses are valued, supported and 
safe and that’s why we were in favour of the introduction of nurse patient ratios in 2015 and 
were voting in favour of the Bill again in 2018, despite the Government not bringing the 
legislation on for a vote.  

 

Building the nursing and midwifery workforce 
 
There are significant staffing shortages affecting health care across Victoria.  
 
The Liberals will develop a comprehensive state-wide health workforce strategy to ensure 
that we have the skilled professionals we need to continue to deliver high quality health care 
for all Victorians. 
 
The strategy will look at the changing requirements of the health sector, locations where 
there is a shortage of skilled workers, and current incentives and training opportunities. This 
will ensure we have an appropriate nursing workforce and that the right incentives are in 
place to encourage nurses to be where they are needed most.  
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Upgrading our rural and regional health services 
Along with our push to decentralise Victoria’s population, we’ll support our regional health 
services to deliver effective, safe and local care, providing both jobs and healthcare for their 
fast growing communities.  
 
With increasing demand for hospital services and increasing complexity in patient needs, 
ensuing high quality, accessible and responsive health services well into the future requires 
a strong network of hospitals as well as community health and home-based services. 
 
To date we have committed to: 
 

 a new hospital in West Gippsland; 

 $100 million for Maryborough Hospital; 

 $100 million Stage 2 upgrade of Warrnambool Base Hospital; 

 an upgrade of Yarrawonga Hospital; 

 $20 million upgrade of Mildura Base Hospital; 

 $44 million to build a new Swan Hill Hospital;  

 $2.4 million to admit public patients at Euroa Health; and 

 $2.5 million to upgrade Sandringham Hospital outpatient facilities.  

 

Investing in prevention 
 
Demand for our health services is growing faster than ever before, we have an ageing 
population with rising rates of chronic disease. In order to face of these challenges and to 
sustain our public health services we need to have a plan for 30 or 40 years ahead, not just 
a single term of Government.  
 
We need to reinvigorate the focus on preventative health. Victoria has the highest rate of 
childhood obesity in all of Australia and nearly two thirds of adults are obese or overweight. 
We can’t allow a generation of our kids to miss out on the fundamental messages of healthy 
eating and active living.  
 
The Liberal Nationals will bring Norm and his family from ‘Life. Be in it.’ out of retirement to 
star in an exciting, new and positive health promotion campaign. ‘Life. Be in it’ is one of the 
most widely recognised positive lifestyle messages in Australia and encourages the broader 
population “to be more active” and “live more of your life”. A Liberal Nationals Government 
will help families to be active and healthy by rebooting ‘Life. Be in it’ and incorporating the 
lessons of the successful Healthy Together Victoria initiative into a new long-term health 
promotion campaign.  
 
Home and community care 
 
To begin tackling the increasing demand on our hospitals we’ve announced the largest 
single  boost to investment in home and community based care. Our $175 million 
commitment will significantly expand hospital in the home and chronic disease services. It’s 
critical that we give people the option to be treated in the community where possible. 
Advancements in areas such as dialysis, chemotherapy, wound care and infection control all 
provide an opportunity for nurses and doctors to treat people in their own home, when 
clinically recommended.  
 
The Liberal Nationals will fund home visiting and community support services for up to 5,000 
Victorians each year with complex chronic conditions to identify their needs, navigate care 
choices and get appropriate treatment. We will also increase support for young people 



transitioning from the Royal Children’s Hospital into the adult hospital system and fund local 
(including online) chronic disease support groups. Further, we will expand by up to the 
equivalent of 200 acute beds Hospital in the Home services, supporting an additional 6,000 
patients each year discharged from emergency departments and wards or referred directly 
from GPs or nursing homes, who would otherwise be in hospital. 
 
Palliative care 
 
Our ageing population presents a range of new challenges when it comes to end of life care. 
Palliative Care Victoria estimate that 10,000 Victorians miss out on needed palliative care 
every year.  
 
That’s why we have announced the largest single investment in palliative care. Our $140 
million commitment will deliver community palliative care in Victoria will see: 
 

 Doubling of specialist palliative care medical and nursing services to community 

palliative care clients, especially in rural and regional Victoria; 

 A 50% funding increase in community palliative care provided in the home and 

including overnight care, in home respite and carer support and enhanced linkages 

to after-hours support such as GPs and pharmacists; 

 Significant education and workforce development to recruit and train skilled palliative 

care workers to deliver expanded services, enhance health professionals capacity to 

have end-of-life conversations and support volunteers; 

 A community awareness and engagement campaign to assist Victorians to 

understand the availability and benefits of palliative care including underrepresented 

groups such as rural and regional Victorians, children, non-cancer related illnesses, 

people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and Indigenous 

Victorians; 

 Establishment of a new Ministerial Council, with representation from palliative care 

and broader health sectors as well as patients and carers, to ensure palliative care is 

integrated with broader health services and flexibly and effectively meeting the 

needs of terminally ill Victorians and their families. 

 
Hospital parking concessions 

The Liberal Nationals are also committed to reducing barriers to access of healthcare. 
Nobody should have to skip a meal to afford parking at their local hospital. The Liberal 
Nationals will cut the cost of parking at hospitals saving eligible patients and carers up to 
$20 a day.  
 
A Liberal Nationals Government will fund the provision of an extra 125,000 subsidised car 
parks each year, introduce a new concession eligibility policy and require hospitals to 
publicise information about concessional rules, rates and how to apply. We will also freeze 
the maximum daily rate to stop any increases for the next two years. 
 
Victorian Patient Transport Assistance Scheme 
 
To improve access to specialist health services for rural and regional Victorians we’re 
committed to reducing the cost of travelling to access specialist care. The Liberal Nationals 
will significantly increase the reimbursement rates under the Victorian Patient Transport 
Assistance Scheme (VPTAS). Under this scheme, Victorians who have to travel more than 
100kms are eligible for financial assistance to subsidise the cost of travelling to and staying 
near their treatment. The Liberal Nationals will increase VPTAS funding by $35.1 million to 



raise reimbursement rates for accommodation and mileage and speed up claims processing 
times, to improve the lives of nearly 30,000 Victorians who claim from the scheme each 
year. 
 
Supporting our health volunteers 
 
The Liberal Nationals also know that our hospitals and health professionals rely on a number 
of health volunteers who support them in their roles. We’ll support volunteers to have a 
greater voice in our health sector by establishing a ‘Health Volunteering’ round table for 
senior health sector CEOs, managers and volunteers to discuss matters.  
 
There are more than 160,000 volunteers in our hospitals and aged care facilities, offering a 
helping hand with non-medical duties including customer service and administration. We will 
also fund research into improving how health service volunteers can be managed and 
supported effectively. 
 

Residential rehab  
 
The Liberal Nationals will also support Victorians who want to break the cycle of drug abuse 
and regain control of their life. We’ll start to address the shortage of residential rehab beds 
with three new facilities totalling up to 60 beds in regional Victoria. These facilities will 
service the Latrobe Valley, north-west Victoria from Mildura and south-west Victoria from 
Warrnambool. This investment will provide significant new job opportunities for nurses 
already qualified in, or who wish to specialise in substance abuse.  
 
Alcohol and drug treatment for young people 
 
To address the harm associated with alcohol and drug abuse, the Liberal Nationals will 
introduce mandatory residential drug and alcohol treatment for at-risk young people in the 
justice or child protection system. Treatment will be delivered by youth addiction specialists 
including nurses in a $30 million purpose built, 36-bed residential facility. The Children’s 
Court will be empowered to make the order for at risk youth where voluntary treatment 
options have been unsuccessful. In Victoria 87% of young offenders have a history of drug 
and alcohol abuse and 82% have offended while under the influence. We need to help 
young people caught in the cycle of drug dependence and abuse to help them turn their 
lives around. 
 
Regional mental health support 
 
We’ll also provide grants for Headspace to provide outreach services to communities in 
Regional Victoria and Melbourne. Young people in regional areas sometimes struggle to 
access the help they need, close to home. That is why we will fund Headspace to do regular 
outreach in communities without a permanent Headspace location. 
 
Bowel Cancer Action Plan 
 
The Liberals will improve early diagnosis of bowel cancer and save lives. Victorians shouldn’t 
be waiting years for a colonoscopy in the public health system. We will publicly report, for 
the first time, colonoscopy wait times at public health providers, work with medical 
professionals to reduce wait times and commence a new public awareness campaign. 
 
 
 



A new Stroke Ambulance for the South-East 
 
The Liberal Nationals will invest in a stroke ambulance based at Monash Medical Centre. 
Stroke affects 1 in 6 people, with 14,000 Victorians suffering a stroke last year and 3,000 
not surviving. The stroke ambulance has specialist staff on board, including a nurse, and 
enables treatment to begin in the ambulance. This $6 million commitment will ensure that 
one million additional people will have access to this life saving service for the first time. 
 
Surgical robots 
 
The Liberal Nationals will purchase four surgical robots for Austin and Mercy Health, Monash 
Health, Western Health and Bendigo Health, to ensure that more Victorians can access 
cutting-edge robotic surgery through the public health system. This investment will help to 
reduce complications associated with complex surgery, improve recovery time and save 
lives. 
 
Robots allow surgical teams to perform complex surgery through keyhole incisions, which is 
often less invasive, limits complications and reduces a patient’s recovery time when 
compared to conventional open surgery. 
 
For example, traditional prostate surgery may take up to 10 days recovery in hospital and up 
to six to eight weeks after discharge before a patient can resume their routine. With robotic 
surgery, most patients are discharged within a few days and back into their normal routines 
with a couple of weeks. 
 
Free flu vaccines 
 
A Liberal Nationals Government will provide up to $7 million over four years for free 
voluntary flu vaccinations for all Victorian children between the ages of 6 months and 5 
years. 
 
Far too many young Victorian children suffer what can often be an avoidable infection. Many 
parents do not have their children vaccinated against the flu, because of the cost of or 
concerns about the vaccine. Funding the vaccine for young children will provide a strong 
incentive and clear message that the safety and wellbeing of their children is paramount and 
flu vaccinations are recommended. 
 
Increasing rates of organ donation 
 
The Liberals will work with VicRoads and the Organ and Tissue Authority to return to a 
system where Victorians renewing or applying for a driver’s license are asked to register 
their organ donation preference. We will also commit $2 million to promote organ 
registration and donation in Victoria. Organ donations save lives and the Liberals want more 
people to consider registering as an organ donor. 
 
Contraceptive pill over the counter 
 
The Liberal Nationals will make the contraceptive pill available over the counter from a 
pharmacist. Making the pill available in pharmacies, after an initial prescription from a GP 
and with ongoing consultation with a pharmacist, will make it easier for a woman to access 
ongoing supply, improving adherence and reducing unintended pregnancies. Women are 
completely capable of being in charge of their own contraception and we will put more 
control back in their hands.  
 

https://getbackincontrol.com.au/policy/a-new-stroke-ambulance-for-the-south-east/


Thank you for the opportunity to provide our election policies to your members and we look 
forward to continuing to work with the ANMF and its members if we are successful in 
November. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Guy MP      Peter Walsh MP 
Leader of the Opposition     Leader of the Nationals 
Leader of the Liberal Party  


