REGISTRATIONS CLOSING SOON

CONFERENCE 2016

Political leaders feature strongly at Food Futures 2016
11-13 April – Darwin Northern Territory

Food Futures 2016 features impressive participation by leading politicians in agriculture from Australia’s three northern states
as well as key federal politicians. Ministers will be on stage with farmers, government agencies and industry stakeholders,
making for dynamic and robust panel conversations.
Rarely does a conference bring together so many Ministers in one event, and it is especially unique for a conference
on agriculture.
Governments have created a policy environment for northern development and Food Futures is the conference to explore
and share ideas, successes and failures. These need to be considered when shaping the future of northern development.
Successful development will only come when governments, industry and farmers work together.
Food Futures is an ideas conference where politicians interact, respond, listen and go back to work informed and with
deeper understanding, which ultimately leads to better policy. The program format and the venue are designed to influence
and encourage thinking, conversation and knowledge sharing. Participants have the opportunity to raise topics and issues
where policy can have a strong impact.
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PROGRAM
Apr 11: Welcome Reception
Apr 12: Conference Day 1 | Conference Dinner
Apr 13: Conference Day 2

#FoodFutures16

The Hon. Brendon Grylls MLA
Brendon Grylls MLA (WA) is the Master of Ceremonies for Food Futures 2016. Brendon led the Royalties
for Regions program that continues to drive the WA government’s investment in the north. Brendon also
led the development of Ord Stage 2, with Chinese company KAI now developing Ord Stage 2. Brendon
is widely regarded for his strong and productive input into northern development, especially agriculture.

Senator the Hon. Matthew Canavan
Senator Matt Canavan from Rockhampton Qld, is the new Federal Minister for Northern Australia.
He was former Chief of Staff to Barnaby Joyce, an economist in the Productivity Commission, and
previously worked for well-known Stanbroke Pastoral Company.

Senator the Hon. Anne Ruston
Senator Anne Ruston, Federal Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Water comes to the Ministry from
her own irrigation farm in Renmark, SA. She has impressed many on her frequent visits north, in the
short time she has been in the Ministry.

The Hon. Gary Higgins MLA
NT Minster for Primary Industry and Fisheries, Gary Higgins, is highly respected for his common sense
and balanced approach. He was a mango farmer and tourist operator on the Daly River, as well as
serving in a number of senior public service roles.

The Hon. Mia Jane Davies MLA
WA Minister for Water, Mia Davies has taken a leadership role in developing agriculture with programs
like the Water for Food program. She comes to the job with a strong family background in agriculture
in the WA wheat belt.

The Hon. Leanne Donaldson MP
Minister Leanne Donaldson comes from Bundaberg, Queensland, a big farming region. In her short
time in the job, Leanne has been out and about all over Queensland talking to people in agriculture
on the ground.

The Hon. Joel Fitzgibbon MP
Joel Fitzgibbon, Federal Shadow Minister for Agriculture is very well respected in politics and
industry for his sensible approach to politics. The former Labour government was very active in
funding initiatives like Ord Stage 2, the Flinders Gilbert Study, and the Food Fibre study to foster
northern agriculture.

The Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP
Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce was very keen to come to Food Futures 2016, but Federal
Cabinet sittings conflicts with the conference dates, and his office sends his apologies and
best wishes.

The three northern jurisdictions and the Federal government are tackling the challenge of Northern Development with
renewed vigor and have come up with a series of pro-development policy initiatives. It’s a great credit to our political
leadership that we have such a strong focus by governments on northern development. This is an opportunity that we need
to take the greatest advantage of.
There is much that can be improved in government policy across the north. The silos that exist in handling development
proposals between government departments are a problem raised by many in agri-business. Water is at the center of
development. We have to balance water use in farming with other uses such as fishing and the environment. We want to
see northern development continue regardless of which political party is in power.

More information is available at the Food Futures website: www.foodfuturesntfarmers.org.au

SPEAKERS ALSO INCLUDE
Key thinkers from around Australia and internationally will participate in panel
discussions and share their experiences and knowledge with delegates.

Dr. Geoff Raby,
Geoff Raby and
Associates

Patrick Vizzone,
National Australia
Bank

Brendan Goulding,
Bentleys (QLD)
Pty Ltd

John Holmes,
University of
Queensland

Alister Trier,
NT Department of
Primary Industry
and Fisheries

For a full list of speakers attending the Conference please visit: http://www.foodfuturesntfarmers.org.au/speaker
Conference delegates found the 2014 Food Futures beneficial
and here is what some participants said about the event:

The Food Futures 2014 was an excellent conference run by NT Farmers. As a
farmer, and President of the National Farmers’ Federation, I was impressed
with the information provided at the conference about developing agriculture
in northern Australia, and would encourage as many people as possible to
take an interest and participate in the next conference. I am certainly looking
forward to participating in Food Futures 2016.”
Brent Finlay President NFF

My Department was proud to be a sponsor of Northern Australia Food
Futures 2014. We will be supporting Food Futures 2016. The event’s success
comes from bringing together everyone involved with northern agriculture
– politicians, government agencies, farmers and agribusiness, from NT, WA,
Queensland and Nationally.”
Alister Trier CEO NT Department Primary Industry and Fisheries

The Food Futures conference had one of the most effective and engaging
formats I have attended. I look forward to being at the 2016 conference.”
David Hanlon, The Right Mind, specialists in northern development

Food Futures 2014 was a great event, run by farmers in the NT, but with a real
northern perspective. Flinders Shire also hosted the Food Futures Regional
roadshow in Hughenden. It’s great to be part of a whole of the north approach,
not just plugging away by ourselves. We now have the power of connections
across the north. I’m looking forward to Food Futures 2016.”
Sean O’Neill, Councilor, Flinders Shire, Hughenden, Queensland
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