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TESTIMONIALS

“This is brilliant. It 
incorporates scriptural 
background to the 
principles as part of our 
Catholic tradition. You 
have so much material 
that teachers can pick 
and choose the elements 
according to their class. 
The combination of inquiry 
learning activities, visuals, 
worksheets, websites 
make the whole package 
attractive to teachers and 
helps engage the students. 
The quality of content is 
wonderful and you have 
packaged together what I 
can spend hours doing and 
trying to find. I’m excited to 
use your resources!” 

Josie Dilettoso,  
Justice and Peace Leader, 
VIC

“The information ‘hits the 
mark well’, especially in our 
school community that has 
a large proportion of non-
Catholic students.”

Kevin O’Brien,  
Catholic Secondary 
teacher, WA

“The resource looks great! It 
will be fantastic for teachers 
to use as support for our 
social justice units.”

Kerry Troost, Catholic 
Education Office 
Religious Education 
consultant, WA

“This is a really wonderful 
resource that is content 
and age appropriate. It 
beautifully ties in scripture 
and social justice in a really 
relevant way that I feel 
will engage children. The 
hyperlinked resources add 
ease to the whole process 
[of integration]. There’s 
enough background info 
for the teacher, and the use 
of technology in the unit is 
really positive. I like the way 
there are options for those 
who are ‘app’ enabled and 
those who are not.”

Sara Goulding,  
Catholic Primary 
teacher, VIC

“The resource is terrific. 
It will be a great help to 
teachers, and has a great 
balance of technology, 
written work and scripture. 
The content is sound, 
modern, and uses the 
positive vibe surrounding 
Pope Francis well. It is 
definitely engaging and 
suitable to use for all high 
school students and would 
be very easy to integrate.”

John Roff and  
Jennifer Lindsay, 
Catholic Secondary 
teachers, WA

“The videos are great and 
effectively get the message 
across to a wide range 
of learners. The learning 
activities are great and age 
appropriate and allow for a 
deep engagement with the 
material. We often struggle 
using Web 2.0 type activities 
as our staff are not as skilled 
yet at using them, however 
when trialling the resource 
they were able to easily 
adapt the tasks to suit their 
classrooms.”

Derek Worden,  
Catholic Secondary 
teacher, QLD

“This is a wonderful resource! 
It is age appropriate, and 
the Big Question will capture 
students’ attention. Each 
lesson is well sequenced 
to achieve its focus and the 
strategies used will keep 
their interest. The lessons 
build from one to the next 
in terms of difficulty with 
the final lesson having the 
students draw together their 
thoughts in the creation of a 
prayer. It is engaging with 
plenty of opportunity for 
sharing.”

Alan Gotti, Catholic 
Education Office 
Religious Education 
consultant, WA

“I am very impressed with 
this resource. The content 
is very substantial and the 
fact that there is reference to 
related Church documents, 
bible stories and the Caritas 
mission and vision is all 
very worthwhile. Another 
positive to the program 
is that it is entirely self- 
sufficient: everything you 
need to complete the unit 
is contained in the unit. This 
makes it very user friendly 
for busy teachers. This 
would fit well into a term 
program incorporating 
all of the CST principles 
or in isolation within a 
broader unit where one CST 
principle relates to the core 
content of that unit.”

Michael Wensing, 
Religious Education 
Coordinator, NSW

“Your work is amazing and 
I cannot wait to try out the 
lessons! You are producing 
exciting and amazing 
classroom materials.”

Mary Harmes,  
Catholic Secondary 
teacher, VIC 

Phone: 1800 024 413  |  Email: education@caritas.org.au 

  facebook.com/CaritasAU  |    @CaritasAust

www.caritas.org.au/CST



Interactive Online Toolkit

Your one-stop shop for

classroom
in the

Lower Primary (K-2)  |  Middle Primary (3-4)  |  Upper Primary (5-6)  |  Lower Secondary (7-8)   
  Upper Secondary (9-10)  |  Senior Secondary (11-12)  |  teacher Professional Development

A
na

 is
 th

e 
yo

ut
h 

m
ed

ia
 c

oo
rd

in
at

or
 w

ith
 C

ar
ita

s 
Au

st
ra

lia
’s 

pa
rt

ne
r i

n 
Sa

o 
Pa

ul
o,

 B
ra

zi
l, 

th
e 

M
ov

em
en

t f
or

 th
e 

D
ef

en
ce

 o
f F

av
el

a 
Re

si
de

nt
s 

(M
D

F)
. S

oc
ia

l m
ed

ia
 is

 u
se

d 
to

 e
na

bl
e 

yo
un

g 
pe

op
le

 in
 th

e 
fa

ve
la

s 
to

 c
ha

lle
ng

e 
di

sc
rim

in
at

io
n 

an
d 

pr
ej

ud
ic

e,
 a

nd
 e

du
ca

te
 o

th
er

s 
ab

ou
t h

um
an

 ri
gh

ts
 a

nd
 d

ig
ni

ty
. P

ho
to

 c
re

di
t: 

Er
in

 Jo
hn

so
n

Inquiry-based 
learning: 

Learn, Act and Pray!

Deepen  

your school’s 

Catholic 

identity

www.caritas.org.au/Cst



DeepenInG CAthoLIC IDentItY 
throuGh Cst In ACtIon
What does loving God and loving one’s neighbour 
mean to our students in the midst of the world and 
its current concerns?

“to eDuCAte In soLIDArItY 
therefore meAns to eDuCAte 
ourseLves In humAnItY: to 
buILD A soCIetY thAt Is truLY 
humAn meAns to put the 
person AnD hIs or her DIGnItY 
At the Centre, ALwAYs.” 
PoPe FranciS,  
WorLD FooD Day 2013

As Catholic educators the Church’s social teachings offer us an incredible gift. This 
Catholic Social Teaching (CST) Online Toolkit is designed to facilitate the formation 
of a Catholic social consciousness within our students through which they may reflect 
upon local and global challenges today.  Implementing CST in the classroom and as a 
school ethos contributes to the creation of a caring and supportive learning environment 
that maximizes learning and physical and mental well-being, strengthening school 
communities through increasing students and teachers’ sense of belonging, resiliency 
and coping skills. 

Students explore seven core CST principles through the related ‘big question’. They learn 
about the conceptual and Scriptural underpinning of each CST principle  
and consider the implications for living, including how the CST principles relate 
to some of the most fundamental questions on human experience and meaning.

Based on a teacher-led inquiry approach to learning, this toolkit incorporates 
the use of a range of multimedia resources. Students are encouraged to use 
higher order thinking skills to construct meaning and respond to a ‘big question’ 
through the processing of key information and completing a range of activities and 
worksheets. Students work both collaboratively with their peers and individually 
throughout the learning experiences.

Seven age-specific short films, cartoon strips and editorial cartoons have been 
designed specifically for this toolkit. These are the core resources found in the 
learning experiences.

Our inquiry learning model of Learn, Act and Pray incorporates the broad 
phases of inquiry underpinning all other models, while demonstrating our own 
pedagogy of ‘educating in solidarity, educating in humanity’.

 

reLIGIous eDuCAtIon AnD 
AustrALIAn CurrICuLum LInks

whAt Is An onLIne tooLkIt?

Each learning experience has multiple curriculum links to the Religious 
Education curriculum in each state and is also aligned with Australian 
Curriculum directions. These curriculum links incorporate the implicit 
themes of each CST principle. Examples include: investigating God’s 
dream for a just world; sharing; healthy relationships; culture of waste; 
making responsible decisions; discrimination and prejudice; Christian 
Leadership values; discipleship; acting justly.

Each principle and/or theme can be explored as individual lessons, or 
all principles and themes can be explored as a longer term project  
to form a wider unit. 

the ‘bIG questIons’
What is justice for the poor?

how is dignity upheld?

how do i show respect for 
creation?

how can we contribute to  
a more just and fair world?

What is ‘true community’?

What is authentic power?

LeArn 
(focus, explore, 
demonstrate)

ACt 
(apply, evaluate)

 prAY 
(pray, reflect)

Successful  
learner, confident 

and creative 
individual, and 

active and  
informed citizen.

© Australian Curriculum, Assessment  
and Reporting Authority
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how to use thIs onLIne tooLkIt 
In Your CLAssroom

explore the ‘educational toolkit’ section of the website for a more in-depth introduction to the toolkit, as 
well as teacher and re ceo consultant testimonials,  religious education and australian curriculum Links, 
and a detailed ‘how to’ guide and video tutorial for using the toolkit in the classroom.

visit   www.caritas.org.au/Cst  1

Click on your chosen Cst principle2

Click on your learning level3

Introduction: create your introduction to 
the chosen cSt principle by reading the brief 
description and related ‘Big Question’. explain 
to students that they will complete various 
tasks to deepen their understanding of the 
principle and develop their own response to the 
question.

5

task, process and resources  
(the ‘Learning experience’): the formal 
description of what the students will explore 
and produce and the steps they should take to 
accomplish the task. all resources required by 
the students are incorporated as links within 
this section, as well as listed in the ‘related 
Downloads’ section at the bottom of the learning 
experience page.

6

Assessment of Learning: the learning 
activities found in the online toolkit offer a 
range of assessment opportunities. teachers 
should align these assessment opportunities 
with the curriculum. For curriculum links, see 
the related section in the educational toolkit.

7

Conclusion: Use the ‘Pray/reflect’ section 
of the learning experience for personal 
reflection and small group or whole class 
debrief discussions, always relating back to 
the ‘big question’.

8

familiarise 
yourself with the 
learning experience 
and corresponding 
materials. each 
section begins 
with a ‘teacher 
introduction’ set 
of familiarisation 
guidelines.

4

Lower Primary (K-2)

Middle Primary (3-4)

Upper Primary (5-6)

Secondary (7-8, 9-10, Senior)


