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Biography  
Peter Murphy was admitted as a solicitor in 1978 after completing a Bachelor of Laws at the 
University of Queensland and, subsequently, a Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice at QUT.   
 
After working as a solicitor for three years, Peter decamped to the UK for eight years.  In 1982 he 
and a friend cycled from London to Lagos, Nigeria across the Sahara Desert.   While in the UK, among 
other things he worked as a kitchen hand; operating theatre orderly at the Middlesex Hospital; 
bicycle tour route planner; bookkeeper; and journalist. 
 
Upon returning to Australia, Peter worked again as a solicitor for two years before being called to 
the Bar in 1990.  He took silk in 2004.  He was appointed a judge of the Family Court of Australia in 
October 2007 and, in 2009, became Co-ordinating and Case Management Judge for Queensland.  In 
September 2012 he was appointed to the Appeal Division of the court. 
  
Prior to his appointment, Peter practiced predominantly in family law and criminal law.  He was a 
member of the Executive of the Family Law Section of the Law Council of Australia and of the 
Australian Institute of Family Law Arbitrators and Mediators. He was a part-time member of each of 
the Anti-Discrimination and Legal Practitioners Tribunals in Queensland.   He was a contributing 
editor to the Lexis Nexis Family Law in Australia series and has presented at many conferences 
throughout Australia and overseas and was Chair of the Papers Committee at the National Family 
Law Conference and World Congress on Family Law and Children’s Rights.    
  
In his other, earlier, life in London he was a sub-editor on Fleet Street newspapers when such things 
existed; a sub-editor in the newsroom of City Limits magazine when that weekly organ existed; and 
the editor of a national monthly cycling magazine when it existed.  
 
He remains troubled by the recurrent theme. 


