INFINITE IDEAS 2018

Contemporary
Learning Hub

ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS
6th August - 30th August 2018

Want practical, innovative and research based ideas to use to engage your learners and improve numeracy
outcomes in your classroom or school? Then join us online for Infinite Ideas - the 2018 Online Numeracy
Festival. The festival brings together leading educators, best practice examples, innovative pedagogy and
practical ideas from educators across Australia. With over 16 hours of high quality professional
development that you can access online live or via on demand recordings for a two year period, the festival
is a must for any educator or school working with P-12 leaners.

Join us online from just about anywhere! Festival highlights include:
LEADING
EDUCATORS

BEST
PRACTICE

INNOVATIVE
PEDAGOGY

PRACTICAL
IDEAS

and speakers from
across Australia including:

examples direct from
the classroom including:

using digital tools and
engaging texts including:

to improve outcomes in your
school context including:

Margaret Bigelow
ACARA Numeracy
Progressions Writer
and Lecturer -

Sessions with leading
NCR Heads of Curriculum for
the Australian Curriculum -

Sessions exploring how to
use iPads, graphics
calculators, robots, coding,
YouTube videos and viral
media to engage, support
and challenge learners.

The ’Who’s doing the
talking?’session with Ann
Suthers - Executive Coach Brisbane Small Schools
Cluster

Western Sydney University

Dr Joanne Blannin
Digital Learning Leader at
the Graduate School of
Education University of Melbourne

Dr Anne Bennison
Mathematics Education
Research and Lecturer University of the
Sunshine Coast

Peter Carmichael and
Rob Proffitt-White
The Mental Computation Stepping on from Number
Facts session with Peter

Carmichael
The Number Facts Research
Project session featuring
Jenny Simpson sharing
research you can apply to
how you teach number facts
to lift learning outcomes.

The When Data Gets Digital
session with innovative
educator Adrian Greig.
Adrian will share ways to
engage students in
mathematical thinking and
problem solving using data
generated from
digital technologies.

The Stepping up in Maths
session on learning
progressions with Numeracy
PLT Leader Sarah Lewis
and HOC Julie Elder.
Hands-on demonstrations
of effective strategies,
activities and games that
work in real classrooms.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS
Schools registering for the festival can have unlimited members of their staff engaging in the 16 hours of festival sessions live or via on
demand recordings. Recordings from this year’s festival will be available for viewing for a 2 year period. There is a one cost per
school rate of $250 ex gst. Individual, student and supply teacher rates are also available via the registration link below.

Access over 16 hours of professional development live or on demand.
Registration via:

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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INFINITE IDEAS

THE 2018 ONLINE
NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS
FESTIVAL
OVERVIEW

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
The Contemporary Learning Hub at Meridan State College is proud to bring you Infinite Ideas - The 2018 Online
Numeracy Festival. This festival brings together leading educators from across Australia to share best practice
and innovative, research based strategies for improving numeracy learning outcomes in your school. Topics
this year cover everything from number facts and mental computation to critical thinking, coding and
algorithmic thinking. Session facilitators include Margaret Bigelow, Dr Joanne Blannin, Dr Anne Bennison, Peter
Carmichael, Rob Proffitt-White and a range of other leading numeracy educators from across Australia.
The program will run over a four week period in August with numerous sessions on offer each week. Sessions
in the program can be watched live or as on demand recordings. Recordings from the festival will be available
online for two years after the festival and festival participants will receive the links to the recorded versions of
the sessions at the end of each week. This makes the festival a flexible source of high quality professional
development for schools.

HOW TO REGISTER
Registrations for the festival can be made via the
Contemporary Learning Hub site at:
www.contemporarylearninghub.com
The festival has a one cost per school rate of $250 ex GST
that enables a school to register and have unlimited
members of staff access festival sessions live or via
recording from multiple locations. There are also
registration options available for individual teachers, relief
teachers and students.

HOW TO ACCESS THE FESTIVAL
In the week prior to the festival, all registered
participants and schools will receive an email containing
the link and password to the festival site . This site will
contain the links and passwords for each of the live and
recorded sessions. It will also contain information
about how participants can access a test session to test
their connection. These test sessions enable our team
to support you prior to the festival to ensure there
won’t be technical issues when you try to access a live
session. All sessions for the festival are recorded so if
you miss a session or have a problem connecting, you
will be able to watch it on demand at the end of the
week. Recordings will be available for two years from
the original session date.

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK
FROM OUR FESTIVALS
Infinite Ideas has become the highlight of
my year as a Master Teacher of Maths at
Glenmore State School. If I could only
sign up for one professional development
experience or conference a year, then
Infinite Ideas would be it. Congratulations
on an outstanding resource.
Andrew Orr – Glenmore State School

I want to thank you for a fantastic
festival. I have thoroughly enjoyed the
sessions that I've done so far. I am slowly
working my way through the ones I
missed and will probably revisit a few
sessions again .. and again. I have
gathered so many ideas from the
sessions. My favourite thing from the
festival was the enthusiasm of the
presenters about their topic and their
many ideas that they were so willing to
share. Again thank you and looking
forward to further PD.
Sandy - The Summit State School

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

WEEKLY OVERVIEW

THE 2018 ONLINE
NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS
FESTIVAL
OVERVIEW

Festival Program
The following table provides an overview of the four week program. Every session will be available for viewing
live and will also be recorded. Recordings will be made available to participants by 5pm on the Friday of each
week. Links to each live session and recording will be uploaded to the Festival website which schools will be
given access to in the week prior to the festival. A short question time is scheduled for the end of each session.
We encourage you to access sessions live where possible to make the most of your opportunity to chat with and
ask questions of the session facilitators.

Festival
Week
1

Monday

Tuesday

6 Aug

7 Aug
An Evening with
Margaret Bigelow Numeracy
Progressions

Critical thinking,
coding and
algorithmic thinking
Dr Joanne Blannin

8 Aug

Thursday
9 Aug

When Data
Gets Digital

Problem Solving
Twilight Sessions

Adrian Greig

4:00 - 5:00 Primary
5:15 - 6:15 Secondary
Rob Proffitt-White

3:30 - 4:30pm

Margaret Bigelow

3:30 - 4:30pm

2

Wednesday

6:00 – 7:30pm

13 Aug

14 Aug

Mental Computation
- Stepping on from
Number Facts

15 Aug
Word Up your
Maths Program
Julie Elder

Peter Carmichael

3:30 - 4:30pm

3:30 - 4:30pm

16 Aug
Developing effective
strategies to promote
numeracy across the
Curriculum
Dr Anne Bennison
3:30 - 4:30pm

3

20 Aug
Know your
curriculum, know
your students, vary
the pathway
Ann Suthers
3:30 - 4:30pm

4

27 Aug
Who’s doing
the talking?
Ann Suthers
3:30 - 4:30pm

21 Aug
Using Technology in
the Secondary
Maths Classroom

22 Aug
Stepping Up in
Maths

Melissa Hourigan

Sarah Lewis &
Julie Elder

3:30 - 4:30pm

3:30 - 4:30pm

28 Aug
Top Five Maths
Games for the
Primary Classroom
Peter Carmichael

29 Aug
The Number Facts
Research Project
Jenny Simpson
3:30 - 4:30pm

3:30 - 4:30pm

23 Aug
Counting on Digital
Technologies
Kristine Kopelke
3:30 - 4:30pm

30 Aug
Flipping Learning in
the Maths
Classroom
Luke O’Sullivan &
Chelsea Amos
3:30 - 4:30pm

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

WEEK 1

August
6th - 9th

Kickstart your collection of infinite ideas with our Week 1 program which features four hours of professional
development experiences that you can access from just about anywhere live or on demand.

6
Aug

Monday 6th August - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Critical thinking, coding and algorithmic thinking
Dr Joanne Blannin - Digital Learning Leader - Graduate School of Education – University of Melbourne

Critical and creative thinking have long been associated with mathematics learning in schools
through problem-solving, collaborative learning and embedded practices. Today’s students,
however, have increasing access to learning technologies that offer a range of concepts, ideas and
strategies for mathematics learning and technological skills development. How can teachers
leverage technologies in the mathematics classroom, as daily life is increasingly facilitated through
technology? Through AI, robotics, visual coding and online learning pedagogies this presentation
will explore the mathematical learning opportunities presented by technologies and the
connection between algorithmic, critical and creative thinking.
Presenter Bio

Dr Joanne Blannin has taught in four countries, in
three languages, and has developed an in-depth
understanding of learning and teaching. Her many
education roles have included outdoor education
curriculum director, language tutor, bilingual teacher,
curriculum leader, leading teacher, teacher trainer,
Victorian Department of Education project officer,
lecturer, and school leadership coach. Having taught
in both the private and public sectors, Joanne now
presents and researches internationally on the use of
effective digital pedagogies & change
leadership. Joanne is currently the Digital Learning
Leader at the Graduate School of Education (MGSE) at
the University of Melbourne.

NUMERATE FUTURES IS BACK IN 2019
The Contemporary Learning Hub is proud to announce that Numerate Futures will be back in March 2019.
The Numerate Futures Conference in 2019 will be held at the Contemporary Learning Hub at Meridan State
College and will feature leading Numeracy Educators from across Australia sharing their expertise. The
program will feature a mix of presentations, masterclasses and hands-on workshops. Registrations and the
full program will be available in October at www.contemporarylearninghub.com.
To be the first to find out about all of our upcoming PD programs, subscribe to our mailing list at
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/subscribe.html.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

WEEK 1

August
6th – 9th

Festival Keynote Session - An Evening with Margaret Bigelow
7
Aug

Tuesday 7th August : 6:00 – 7:30pm

Numeracy Progressions
Margaret Bigelow
Grab some dinner and your colleagues and join us for
our 2018 Keynote session with leading Australian
Numeracy Educator, Margaret Bigelow. Margaret
will be unpacking the Numeracy Progressions which
form part of the National STEM Strategy.
Margaret will explain why the Numeracy Progressions
were developed, their purpose and how teachers can
use them effectively to improve student learning
outcomes
About our Keynote Speaker
Margaret has a long and varied career in Mathematics education. She has played an
integral role at ACARA developing the Mathematics Curriculum F-10 and the Senior
Secondary Mathematics Curriculum. Margaret has developed projects to assist teachers to
understand the importance of Mathematics Proficiencies in the teaching of Mathematics.
Her most recent work includes the development of the numeracy learning progressions.

8
Aug

Wednesday 8th August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

When Data Gets Digital
Adrian Greig
Head of Innovation – Maleny State School
Join Adrian Greig from the Innovation Centre at
Maleny State School for this session where
he’ll explore a range of ways you can leverage
current and emerging digital technologies and
Makerspace resources to engage students in
mathematical thinking and problem solving
with data.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

WEEK 1

August
6th - 9th

Problem Solving : Getting more students to have a go
with Rob Proffitt-White

9
Aug

Thursday 9th August
Session 1 : 4:00 - 5:00pm (Primary Focus - Prep - Year 6 )
Session 2 : 5:15 - 6:15pm (Secondary Focus - Years 7 - 10)
Grab some afternoon tea or dinner and round up your colleagues to join us online for this
year’s twilight double session. We’ll be welcoming Rob Proffitt-White online for the sessions.
All teachers want their students to be able to problem solve but this can be challenging at
times. Many elements need to be harnessed; choice of task, how we question, what we look
for, ways to differentiate, context and alignment to the Australian Curriculum proficiencies.
The North Coast Region has a leading state initiative to revitalise teachers and reactivate
authentic problem solving with all students. This session will delve into the key findings and
ideas that our teachers have attributed to improved outcomes and motivation with their
students.

Presenter Bio –
Rob Proffitt-White
Rob Proffitt-White ‘s most
recent role has been as one of
the Queensland Department of
Education and Training’s
Regional Support HODs for the
Australian Curriculum.
Specialising in Mathematics
and Numeracy. Rob's work has
been presented throughout
Australia and schools
implementing his approaches
have received recognition:
Meridan SC, Queensland school
of the year. Hervey Bay SHS
ACER outstanding professional
practice award.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

WEEK 2
13
Aug

August
13th - 16th

Monday 13th August : 3:30pm - 4:30pm

Mental Computation – Stepping on from Number Facts
Peter Carmichael - HOD, Regional Support - North Coast Region DET
The Australian Curriculum: Mathematics has raised the bar in relation to computation. The focus on
mental computation is now a significant aspect of the Mathematics curriculum. In past curricula,
*
students were expected to reproduce the one written method for each operation. Now, students are
encouraged to be mindful of the numbers being calculated, and encouraged to use mental strategies
before written methods. What are the mental computation strategies for addition and subtraction,
multiplication and division? How do they link to informal written methods and algorithms?
In this session, Peter summarises the intent of the curriculum around mental computation, explains
the teaching progression and makes links to a range of written methods. This will be a practical
session. Participants will require whiteboards and pens or a notepad.

15
Aug

Wednesday 15th August : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Word Up your Maths Program
Julie Elder - Head of Curriculum - Meridan State College
Research shows that the ability to use words to explain,
justify and otherwise communicate mathematically is
important to the overall development of mathematical
proficiency. Join our Head of Curriculum Julie Elder for
this hands-on session where she’ll share a range of
practical and engaging strategies for ‘wording up’ your
mathematics program.

16
Aug

Thursday 16th August : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Developing effective strategies for Numeracy across the Curriculum
Dr Anne Bennison - Lecturer - University of the Sunshine Coast
This session will explore what numeracy is, and how teachers can utilise numeracy learning
opportunities in the subjects they teach to enhance students’ numeracy capabilities and subject
learning. Understanding what being numerate encompasses is necessary if teachers are to develop
effective teaching strategies to promote numeracy learning. A model of numeracy for the 21st
century will be presented to provide a framework for designing numeracy focussed tasks. Examples
of how to plan to exploit numeracy learning opportunities in subjects across the curriculum will
illustrate this approach. Links to vignettes of classroom practice developed for the Queensland
College of Teachers will be provided. The session is suitable for primary and secondary teachers.
Dr Anne Bennison is a lecturer in the School of Education at the University of the Sunshine Coast. In
her recently completed doctoral studies, she employed a sociocultural approach to identify ways to
support teachers to embed numeracy across the curriculum. Anne received a Dean’s Award for
Outstanding Higher Degree by Research Theses, and articles from this work have been published in
major education research journals. Her research interests centre on the professional learning of
both pre-service and in-service teachers, with a focus on how teachers translate their professional
learning experiences into classroom practice, particularly when addressing numeracy across the
curriculum.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

WEEK 3
20
Aug

August
20th – 23rd

Monday 20th August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Know your curriculum, know your students, vary the pathway
Ann Suthers
Executive Coach – Brisbane Small Schools Cluster
This session will consider a process you can use
for planning a teaching and learning sequence
for a mathematical concept. It will be modelled
using fractions.
• Step 1: How is the concept represented in the
Australian Curriculum learning area of
Mathematics?
• Step 2: What pre- and formative assessment
can I use to know my students?
• Step 3: What engaging and differentiated
pedagogical practices can I use in response?

21
Aug
Aug

Tuesday 21st August : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Using Technology in the Secondary Maths Classroom
Melissa Hourigan
Mathematics Teacher - Narangba Valley State High School
Scientific Calculators are used in almost every secondary maths classroom, but what other
technology is available and how can teachers use it effectively to enhance student learning?
In this session, Melissa Hourigan will share how she leverages technology in her Secondary
mathematics classroom to engage, support and challenge learners. This session will focus
on ideas for using the TI-Nspire Graphics Calculators and Office 365 Class Notebooks with
students.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 3
22
Aug

August
20th - 23rd

Wednesday 22nd August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Stepping up in Maths!
Sarah Lewis - Numeracy PLT Leader & Julie Elder - Head of Curriculum - Meridan State College
Through a mixture of theory and hands on activities,
in this workshop you will learn how to turn a simple
learning goal or target into learning progressions that
will step out what the kids need to know and do to
reach the target and move beyond. We will explore
how you can use leaning progressions to find entry
data, track student learning and differentiate
activities to target the specific needs of students.
Learn how to get students involved in tracking their
learning and celebrating their progress.

23
Aug
Aug

Thursday 23rd August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Counting On Digital Technologies
Kristine Kopelke – Meridan State College
Join us online for this session where we’ll
showcase current and emerging digital
technologies that you can use to explore concepts
across the curriculum with students. From the
latest apps to engaging robots, we’ll share loads
of ideas for using digital technologies to engage,
support and challenge your learners in
mathematical thinking.

Join us for our Dr Paul Swan Workshop Days
The Contemporary Learning Hub is proud to once again be hosting
Dr Paul Swan for two face-to-face workshop days on the Sunshine
Coast this October.
The Literacies of Mathematics Workshop Day
Monday 15th October
Linking the Proficiencies and Content Strands Workshop Day
Tuesday 16th October
For further information or to register visit
www.contemporarylearninghub.com

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 4
2

August
27th - 30th

Monday 27th August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

27
Aug

Who’s doing the talking?
Ann Suthers
Executive Coach – Brisbane Small Schools Cluster
Mathematical talk guides surface and deep
learning and promotes transfer learning. This
session is based on the research by Hattie,
Fisher and Frey (authors of Visible Learning for
Mathematics) and will examine practical ways to
incorporate mathematical talk in all three
phases of learning.
.

28
Aug

Tuesday 28th August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Top 5 Maths Games for the Primary Classroom
Peter Carmichael - HOD, Regional Support - North Coast Region DET
What are the games that never fail to engage and challenge your students? Do you have a
collection of games that you can use year after year? Great maths games are timeless and
invaluable to a primary teacher. In this session, Peter will share his five top tried-and-tested
Maths games. This is a practical, hands on session. Please be prepared with the following
materials: a whiteboard and pen, 6 and 10 sided dice, playing cards, coloured counters.

29
Aug

Wednesday 29th August : 3:30pm - 4:30pm

The Number Facts Research Project
Jenny Simpson - Burpengary State School
Join us for this session where Jenny will
unpack the findings of the research from the
work she has completed as part of the North
Coast Region’s Number Facts Research
Project. Discover how schools involved in this
project have improved outcomes and the best
strategies you can use to achieve the same in
your school.

Register
your
school
CONTEMPORARY
LEARNING
HUB at
MERIDAN STATE COLLEGE
CONTEMPORARY
LEARNING- 214
HUBParklands Boulevard, Meridan Plains – Caloundra
E: clh@meridansc.eq.edu.au P: (07) 5490 2666 T: @clhmeridan
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WEEK 4
2

August
27th - 30th

Thursday 30th August : 3:30 - 4:30pm

30
Aug

Flipping Learning
Luke O’Sullivan and Chelsea Amos
Secondary Maths Team - Meridan State College
Discover how you can take your first steps in flipping your maths classroom by leveraging a
range of digital technologies. Join Luke and Chelsea for this session where they will share their
own journey towards flipped learning and how to create and use your own light board to create
on demand videos your students can use 24-7.
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