The Contemporary Learning Hub is proud to present the

PLAY, WONDER
& PIXELS
Online Festival for Early Years Educators
19th October -10th November 2020
Inquire and wonder with our Keynote Presentation with Kath Murdoch
Our annual Interactive Learning in the Early Phase professional development
experience for educators is back! This year we’ll be playing, wondering and
learning online with innovative and passionate educators from across Australia.
With over 12 hours of professional development experiences including Keynote
Presentations on Literacy and Numeracy with Kath Murdoch and Dr Paul Swan, this is
some of the best value professional development available online for Early Years teams.

Join us online from just about anywhere! Festival highlights include:
• The Weaving texts through journeys of Inquiry in the Early Years Keynote Webinar with Kath Murdoch.
Kath is the author of ‘The Power of Inquiry’ and is widely respected for her work in the field of inquirybased learning in which she has taught, researched and published for over 30 years.
• The ‘A Trajectory of Learning for Early Years Number’ session with Dr Paul Swan. Paul is one of
Australia’s leading mathematics educators and the creator of hundreds of books and maths resources.
He will be kick-starting our festival with this practical session jam packed full of ideas.
• Practical and engaging sessions featuring Early Years educators sharing their current work in Queensland
schools. These include sessions on creating cross disciplinary STEM units, implementing the digital
technologies learning area and inquiry based learning in P-2.
• The Philosophy with Young Children session with Desley Alexion and Helen Bright from Buranda State
School. This team has been embedding philosophy as part of their P-6 programs for over two decades.
• The Wondering about Wellbeing session with Meridan State College’s Felicity Day. This session will
share practical approaches that weave wellbeing into every school day.
• Practical how-to sessions on apps for the Early Years including Book Creator and See Saw.
• The chance to win prizes in randomly selected live sessions.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS
Schools registering for the festival can have unlimited members of their staff engaging in the 12
hours of festival sessions live or via on demand recordings. Recordings from this year’s festival will
be available for viewing for a 12 month period. There is a one cost per school rate of $250 ex GST.
Individual registrations are available for $180 ex GST.

Access 12 hours of professional development live or on demand

Registration via:

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

PLAY, WONDER & PIXELS

THE 2020 ONLINE
FESTIVAL FOR EARLY YEARS EDUCATORS
FESTIVAL
OVERVIEW

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
The Contemporary Learning Hub at Meridan State College is proud to bring you Play,
Wonder & Pixels - The 2020 Online Festival for Early Years Educators. This festival
features leading educators from across Australia sharing best practice and innovative, research based
strategies for improving the learning outcomes of Early Years learners in your school. Session topics this year
cover everything from optimising student wellbeing in challenging times to embracing wonder and inquiry in
your Early Years classroom. The program is also jam packed with ideas for how you can engage, support and
challenge your learners as part of literacy, numeracy and STEM based learning experiences.
The program will run over a four week period in October and November with sessions on offer each week.
Sessions in the program can be watched live or as on demand recordings. Recordings from the festival will be
available online for twelve months after the festival and festival participants will receive the links to the
recorded versions of the sessions at the end of each week. This makes the festival a flexible source of high
quality professional development for schools.

HOW TO REGISTER
Registrations for the festival can be made via the
Contemporary Learning Hub site at:
www.contemporarylearninghub.com
The festival has a one cost per school rate that
enables a school to register and have unlimited
members of staff access festival sessions live or via
recording from multiple locations. There is also a
registration option for individual teachers.

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK
FROM OUR FESTIVALS
I have just completed eight sessions of the Prep
Online Festival and my notebook is jam packed full
of ideas and suggestions. Most of the sessions I
watched were the recorded ones due to a busy
work and family life, but I am very happy that I was
able to do that. Thank you so much to you and
your amazing team for the work and effort you
have put in to give us this fantastic festival. My
team at Augusta much appreciate all the work you
have all done over the past few weeks.
Cheryl Mitchell – Augusta State School

HOW TO ACCESS
THE FESTIVAL
In the week prior to the festival, all registered
participants and schools will receive an email
containing the link and password to the
festival site. This site will contain the links and
passwords for each of the live and recorded
sessions. All sessions for the festival are
recorded so if you miss a session or have a
problem connecting, you will be able to watch
it on demand at the end of the week.
Recordings will be available for twelve months
after the festival.

I want to thank you for a fantastic festival. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the sessions that I've done
so far. I am slowly working my way through the
ones I missed and will probably revisit a few
sessions again .. and again. I have gathered so
many ideas from the sessions. My favourite
thing from the festival was the enthusiasm of the
presenters about their topic and their many
ideas that they were so willing to share. Again
thank you and looking forward to further PD.
Sandy - The Summit State School

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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Festival Program
The following table provides an overview of the four week program. Every session
will be available for viewing live and will also be recorded. Recordings will be made
available to participants by 5pm on the Friday of each week. Links to each live session and recording will be
uploaded to the Festival website. A short question time is scheduled for the end of each session.
Wk
1

2

Monday
19 Oct

Tuesday
20 Oct

Wednesday
21 Oct

Thursday
22 Oct

A Trajectory of
Learning for
Early Years Number

Weaving texts through
journeys of Inquiry in
the Early Years

Inquire and Wonder
In the Early Years
Classroom

Dr Paul Swan
3:30 - 4:30pm

Kath Murdoch
3:30 - 4:30pm

Kelly Ayres
3:30 - 4:30pm

26 Oct

27 Oct

Beyond the page Using ICTs as part of
your Early Years Literacy
Program
Kristine Kopelke –
Meridan State College
3:30 - 4:30pm

28 Oct

Implementing the
Digital Technologies
Learning Area
Theresa Feletar - Cairns
West State School &
Adrian Greig Maleny State School

Wondering about
Wellbeing
Felicity Day –
Meridan State College
3:30 - 4:30pm

29 Oct
Weaving
Age-Appropriate
Pedagogies into
Early Years
Mathematics
Planning
Ann Suthers
3:30 – 4:30pm

3:30 - 4:30pm

3

4

2 Nov

3 Nov

4 Nov

Philosophy with
Young Children

Taking learning
multimodal with
Book Creator

Desley Alexion &
Helen Bright Buranda State School

Wade Thompson Talara Primary College

3:30 - 4:30pm

3:30 - 4:30pm

9 Nov

10 Nov
Shape Up

Transform Learning
with Seesaw

Kristine Kopelke Meridan State College
3:30 - 4:30pm

Belinda Hudson and
Camila Zuniga-Greve Baringa State School
3:30 - 4:30pm

5 Nov
I wonder, I inquire,
I discover –
Unpacking how to
create a cross
disciplinary STEM unit

Jo Klein & Elly Fiedler
Baringa State School
3:30 - 4:30pm
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WEEK 1
19
Oct

October
19th - 22nd

Monday 19th October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

A Trajectory of Learning for Early Years Number
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Educator
and Resource Creator drpaulswan.com.au
In this session Paul will present a trajectory of learning
that takes children from the early skills of counting
through to simple strategies for adding simple numbers.
As the webinar follows the course of the trajectory simple
games and activities will use to explain the 'hotspots'
along the way that can cause difficulty for young children.
Links will be made to assessment ideas and predictors that
children might struggle with maths in the future.
Participants will need to download the trajectory prior to
the session so they can follow the progress and link the
key games and activities to the trajectory. When
discussing assessment it will be handy to have a child in
mind.
Presenter Bio
Dr Paul Swan has taught mathematics in both primary and secondary schools and worked as a
Senior Lecturer in Mathematics Education at Edith Cowan University in Australia for 18
years. His website is www.drpaulswan.com.au. Paul has written over 50 books, authored
numerous journal articles and created many types of mathematics games - board, card and
digital.
He currently designs mathematics manipulative materials and supports schools looking to
improve the teaching of mathematics in both schools and across whole school systems (Private,
Public, State, National and International). He has received numerous awards, including an
Honorary Fellowship of the Australian Council for Educational Leaders (ACEL) for his work with
School Leaders. For his contribution to Mathematics Education in his home state of Western
Australia he was awarded an Honorary Life Membership by the Mathematics Association of
Western Australia.
Paul regularly speaks on a variety of topics, particularly in
early childhood and primary (elementary education). He
received his PhD in 2002 for his study of the computational
choices made by 10 - 12 year old students. He currently
continues to write and develop materials as a private
consultant to school sectors as well as industry.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 1

October
19th - 22nd

FESTIVAL KEYNOTE SESSION
21
Oct

Wednesday 21st October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Weaving texts through journeys of Inquiry in the Early Years
Kath Murdoch
Texts play a powerful role in journeys of inquiry in our early years classroom. Whether the
inquiry is initiated by the adult or child, texts are both ‘consumed’ in the search for ideas,
information and perspectives and produced in order to sort out, communicate, share and
take action. The texts we bring into an inquiry as well as those we create can be harnessed
for beautifully contextualised learning about writing, reading, speaking and listening. Be
they paintings, songs, picture books, signs and symbols, videos and photographs - attending
to how we use texts to support children as inquirers and how they, in turn produce texts
through inquiry - builds both depth and breadth to our work.

About our Keynote Speaker
Kath Murdoch is an experienced teacher, author, university lecturer and popular consultant.
She is highly regarded for her work in the field of inquiry based learning in which she has
taught, researched and published for over three decades. She maintains a strong
commitment to supporting teachers in the classroom regularly teaching students in addition
to facilitating teacher learning.
Kath began her professional life as a classroom teacher in Melbourne. Her fascination in how
students’ constructed their understandings - and her interest in the way questions and big
ideas could drive curriculum soon lead to a passion for inquiry. This passion has become a
career-long focus for teaching, research and
writing and the methodologies in which Kath
specialises are now central to curriculum
frameworks in many parts of the world –
including the popular International
Baccalaureate, PYP program.
Kath’s latest book ‘The Power of Inquiry’
has been enthusiastically received by
teachers around the world -one teacher
describing it as a ‘guiding light, illuminating
the way for teachers and students to share in
a process that ignites passion, wonder and
awe’. For more information about Kath
including clips, resources and her blog – go to
www.kathmurdoch.com.au

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

PLAY, WONDER & PIXELS - THE 2020 ONLINE FESTIVAL FOR EARLY YEARS EDUCATORS

WEEK 1
22
Oct

October
19th - 22nd

Thursday 22nd October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Inquire and Wonder in the Early Years
Kelly Ayres
Early Years Specialist & Deputy Principal - Mooloolaba State School
Inquire and Wonder in this practical, engaging session
with Early Years Specialist Kelly Ayres. See her hands
on approach to scientific investigation using cross
curricula opportunities. During this session Kelly will
explain how visible learning, shared planning and the
use of STEAM journals, engaged and motivated all
learners in her classroom.
Kelly is renowned for her work using age appropriate
pedagogies and the inquiry approach to learning. Her
training has included attending the Reggio Emilia
Approach training in Italy. This experience has had a
significant impact on her ongoing work with Early Years
students and educators in her roles at Meridan State
College and Mooloolaba State School.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 2
1
26
Oct

October
26th - 29th

Monday 26th October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Beyond the Page Using ICTs as part of your Early Years Literacy Program
Kristine Kopelke
Manager - Contemporary Learning Hub
Join Kristine for this session where she’ll share practical and engaging ways you can create a
balance between digital and traditional texts in your P-2 classroom. Discover how digital tools
and technologies can be used before, during and after reading. Explore some of the current
and emerging apps and resources you can use to engage, support and challenge the learners in
your classroom.
Kristine has been using digital tools with young learners and sharing her expertise with teachers
across Queensland for over 20 years. As part of the Play, Wonder and Learn and Something
that begins with Play projects, she has provided thousands of digital tools and technologies to
Early Years classrooms and has supported educators to use them effectively and meaningfully
across the curriculum. She has a Masters of Education and has received awards for her work
including the ISTE Making IT Happen Award and the WIT Regional Communities Award.

27
Oct

Tuesday 27th October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Implementing the Digital Technologies Learning Area
Various educators from across the state including
Theresa Feletar from Cairns West State School and Adrian Greig from Maleny State School
Make sure you make it online for this session
where we’ll be chatting with some leading
educators from across Queensland to hear
their progress implementing the Digital
Technologies learning area in P-2 learning
environments.
Our teachers will be sharing information
about the ideas, strategies and tools they
are using to engage their learners and to
help their students code, create and explore.
Guest speakers for this session include
Adrian Greig from Maleny State School and
Theresa Feletar from Cairns West State
School. Both of these teachers have been
using digital technologies for over 20 years
and are renowned for their expertise and
passion in this area.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 2
1
28
Oct

October
26th- 29th

Wednesday 28th October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Wondering about Wellbeing
Felicity Day Student Engagement Teacher – Meridan State College
Wellbeing is finally on the agenda and now it’s time
for educators to figure out how that translates in
the classroom. See how staff and students at
Meridan State College are weaving wellbeing into
their school environment every day.
This presentation will share how staff have worked
to develop their student wellbeing framework, the
use of emotion check-ins, morning meetings, social
and emotional learning, targeted interventions and
some efforts aimed at improving staff wellbeing
too! Practical, user-friendly approaches that
require minimal resources, professional
development and cost. This session will be led by
Meridan’s Student Engagement Teacher Felicity
Day. Felicity has extensive experience supporting
young learners and Early Years educators in both
school based and regional roles.

29
Oct

Thursday 29th October : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Weaving age-appropriate pedagogies
into Early Years Mathematics Planning
Ann Suthers –
Executive Coach - Brisbane City Small Schools Cluster
Knowing Where you’re going? Why? and What is expected? are crucial for planning a unit
of learning. This is the first part of Wiggins and McTighe’s WHERETO, an acronym for
planning steps in unit planning. This session will explore what teachers should be
considering as they plan a unit of learning. To maximise student engagement in learning
and to enhance outcomes, a range and balance of approaches and characteristics of
quality teaching will be considered throughout the session.
This session will be led by Ann Suthers. Ann is an Executive Coach who provides
mentoring, support and curriculum leadership to educators working across four schools in
Brisbane. She is renowned for her work in numeracy and literacy and is passionate about
enabling educators and making learning experiences engaging and age-appropriate.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 3
1
2
Nov

November
2nd - 5th

Monday 2nd November : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Philosophy with Young Children
Desley Alexion and Helen Bright – Buranda State School
Buranda State School is a small, inner city school in Brisbane which has been teaching
Philosophy from Prep to Year 6 since 1996. Buranda’s teachers find that doing Philosophy
with young children is exciting, surprising, challenging, awe-inspiring and fun. It makes you
wonder at the extraordinary capacity of young children to think critically, creatively and in a
thoughtful and caring manner. Join two of Buranda’s Early Years teachers, Desley Alexion
and Helen Bright, as they share their experiences of the Philosophy program at Buranda
State School.

3

Nov

Tuesday 3rd November: 3:30 - 4:30pm

Taking learning multimodal with Book Creator
Wade Thompson - eLearning Teacher and Apple Teacher
Talara Primary College
Discover how to take learning multimodal in your Early Years
classroom with Book Creator. In this session, Talara Primary
College’s eLearning Teacher Wade Thompson will take you through
the process of using Book Creator and will share examples of how
it is being used in Early Years contexts at Talara.

5
Nov

Thursday 5th November : 3:30 - 4:30pm

I wonder, I inquire, I discover Unpacking how to create a cross
disciplinary STEM unit
Jo Klein – Head of Curriculum & Elly Fiedler
Baringa State Primary School
Unleash the imagination and wonderings of your students by
bringing the inquiry model to your STEM classroom. This session
will unpack a Year 2 inquiry cross disciplinary STEM unit from development to implementation.
Join Jo Klein and Elly Fiedler from Baringa State Primary School as they walk through the inquiry
process, hands on activities and digital tools that anyone can implement in their early years
STEM classroom.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 4
1
9
Nov

November
9th - 10th

Monday 9th November : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Shape Up
Kristine Kopelke
Manager - Contemporary Learning Hub
Join Kristine for this session where she’ll explore how
you can use digital technologies to explore geometry
and measurement concepts with Early Years learners.
This session will include unpacking the key concepts
covered in P-2 and some of the more common
misconceptions students have. Kristine will share
ideas for warm ups, investigations and activities that
you can do with your students to take their
knowledge and understanding to the next level with
technology.

10

Nov

Tuesday 10th November: 3:30 - 4:30pm

Transform learning with Seesaw
Belinda Hudson and Camila Zuniga-Greve
Early Years Teachers Baringa State Primary School
Do you want to unlock the creative
thinking of students in your classroom?
Join early years educators Belinda
Hudson and Camila Zuniga-Greve from
Baringa State Primary in an interactive
and engaging session exploring how they
use Seesaw in their classrooms to
engage learners across the curriculum.
You will walk away with inspiration and
ideas on how to create digital portfolios,
organise daily routines, use seesaw for
digital assessment, integrate seesaw
with your learning walls and how to
create and differentiate activities to
meet the needs of all of your students.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

