The Contemporary Learning Hub is proud to present the 2021

PLAY, WONDER
& PIXELS
Online Festival for Early Years Educators
31st May -23rd June 2021
Featuring sessions on Embedding Indigenous Perspectives with Sally Lawrence

The Play, Wonder and Pixels Online Festival provides 12 hours of high quality professional development that
P-2 educators can access live or as recordings. The program includes sessions that explore effective, research
based and innovative strategies for creating high quality P-2 learning environments that engage, support and
challenge young learners. Session topics this year cover everything from ways to effectively embed
Indigenous Perspectives to how you can contextualise the Reggio Emilia philosophy within your classroom
context. The program is also jam packed with ideas for how you can engage, support and challenge your
learners as part of literacy, numeracy and STEM based learning experiences.
Every session is recorded and will be available for viewing by participants and participating schools for a
twelve month period. Schools who register for the whole school access pass can access each session or
recording an unlimited number of times and from an unlimited number of devices. This makes the festival
one of the best value professional development experiences on offer to schools.

Join us online from just about anywhere! Festival highlights include:
* The 8 Ways to embed Indigenous Perspectives and Building Cultural Capacity with award-winning educator
Sally Lawrence who has spent her career working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities.
* The When Words Count and Purposeful Play sessions with leading Australian mathematics educator Dr Paul
Swan. Paul will also be offering a session on Putting the M back into STEM.
* The Making Learning a Ball session with leading digital tech and STEM teacher Peter Abt from Palmview
State School. Peter will be sharing how the Sphero and other digital tech tools can be used in P-2 contexts.
* The Creativity Found session with Tracy McDowall from Raw Art. Tracy will be exploring how you can use
found objects and recycled materials to get Early Years students creating and upcycling.
* Heaps of other fantastic sessions led by passionate and innovative educators working in our classrooms.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS
Schools registering for the festival can have unlimited members of their staff engaging in the 12
hours of festival sessions live or via on demand recordings. Recordings from this year’s festival will
be available for viewing for a 12 month period. There is a one cost per school rate of $250 ex GST.
Individual registrations are available for $180 ex GST.

Access 12 hours of professional development live or on demand

Registration via:

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

PLAY, WONDER & PIXELS
THE 2021 ONLINE FESTIVAL FOR EARLY YEARS EDUCATORS

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL
The Contemporary Learning Hub at Meridan State College is proud to bring you Play,
Wonder & Pixels - The 2021 Online Festival for Early Years Educators. This festival
features leading educators from across Australia sharing best practice and innovative, research based
strategies for improving the learning outcomes of Early Years learners in your school. Session topics this year
cover everything from ways to effectively embed Indigenous Perspectives to how you can contextualise the
Reggio Emilia philosophy within your classroom context. The program is also jam packed with ideas for how
you can engage, support and challenge your learners as part of literacy, numeracy and STEM based learning
experiences.
The program will run over a four week period in May and June with sessions on offer each week. Sessions in
the program can be watched live or as on demand recordings. Recordings from the festival will be available
online for twelve months after the festival and festival participants will receive the links to the recorded
versions of the sessions at the end of each week. This makes the festival a flexible source of high quality
professional development for schools.

HOW TO REGISTER
Registrations for the festival can be made via the
Contemporary Learning Hub site at:
www.contemporarylearninghub.com
The festival has a one cost per school rate that
enables a school to register and have unlimited
members of staff access festival sessions live or via
recording from multiple locations. There is also a
registration option for individual teachers.

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK
FROM OUR FESTIVALS
I have just completed eight sessions of the Prep
Online Festival and my notebook is jam packed full
of ideas and suggestions. Most of the sessions I
watched were the recorded ones due to a busy
work and family life, but I am very happy that I was
able to do that. Thank you so much to you and
your amazing team for the work and effort you
have put in to give us this fantastic festival. My
team at Augusta appreciate all the work you have
all done over the past few weeks.
Cheryl Mitchell – Augusta State School

HOW TO ACCESS
THE FESTIVAL
In the week prior to the festival, all registered
participants and schools will receive an email
containing the link and password to the
festival site. This site will contain the links and
passwords for each of the live and recorded
sessions. All sessions for the festival are
recorded so if you miss a session or have a
problem connecting, you will be able to watch
it on demand at the end of the week.
Recordings will be available for twelve months
after the festival.

I want to thank you for a fantastic festival. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the sessions that I've done
so far. I am slowly working my way through the
ones I missed and will probably revisit a few
sessions again .. and again. I have gathered so
many ideas from the sessions. My favourite
thing from the festival was the enthusiasm of the
presenters about their topic and their many
ideas that they were so willing to share. Again
thank you and looking forward to further PD.
Sandy - The Summit State School

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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Festival Program
The following table provides an overview of the four week program. Every live
sessions will also be recorded. Recordings will be made available to participants by 5pm
on the Friday of each week. Links to each live session and recording will be uploaded to the Festival website.
A short question time is scheduled for the end of each session.
Wk
1

Monday
31 May
8 Ways – Embedding
Indigenous
Perspectives

Tuesday
1 Jun

7 June

2 Jun

When Words Count

8 June

Age-Appropriate
Pedagogies –
What’s Working
Tenille Laycock
3:30 - 4:30pm

9 June

Sally Lawrence
3:30 - 4:30pm

Contextualising
Reggio Emilia
Kelly Ayres
Kuluin State School
3:30 - 4:30pm

10 June

Raising Readers –
High yield strategies
and recovery
procedures for
Emergent Readers

How do we build
cultural capacity?

Thursday
3 Jun

Dr Paul Swan
3:30 - 4:30pm

Sally Lawrence
3:30 - 4:30pm

2

Wednesday

Making Learning a
Ball in P-2

Peter Abt Palmview State
Primary School
3:30 - 4:30pm

Davina Sharry Inala State School
3:30 - 4:30pm
3

14 Jun
Making it Count –
Effective Ideas and
Strategies for
Numeracy

15 Jun
Putting the M back
Into STEM
Pre-Recorded Session
with Dr Paul Swan

Sarah Lewis
Bamaga State School
3:30 - 4:30pm

4

21 Jun
Purposeful Play
for Numeracy
Pre-Recorded Session
with Dr Paul Swan

16 Jun

17 Jun

Creativity Found Raw Art Ideas for
Early Years Learners

Bump It Up Walls in the
Early Years
Ann Suthers
3:30 - 4:30pm

Tracy McDowall
3:30 - 4:30pm

22 Jun

23 Jun

24 Jun

What’s Working STEM and Digital
Technologies in the
Early Years
Nikki Muller Waterford West
State School
3:30 - 4:30pm
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WEEK 1
31
May

May June
31st - 3rd

Monday 31st May : 3:30 - 4:30pm

8 Ways - Embedding Indigenous Perspectives
Sally Lawrence - Consultant – Indigenous Perspectives
www.sallylawrence.com.au
8 ways of Aboriginal Learning provides a framework that
supports educators to embed Indigenous perspectives
through culturally safe pedagogy. This framework enables
you to embed Indigenous perspectives through process,
rather than content. Learn how to apply this framework
to non-Indigenous text and familiar storybooks.
Presenter Bio
For the past 22 years, Sally has worked exclusively with both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities within the Education context. Early career positions within the Torres Strait in
various specialist teacher roles with Tagai College, lay a strong foundation for Sally’s ongoing
work with many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities on the mainland. She has
continued to work collaboratively with our communities through various roles; Director of
Thursday Island Child Care Centre, Early Years teacher, Acting Principal of an Environmental
Education Centre, Project Officer (Indigenous Playgroups, Gifted and Talented Programs),
Academic Lecturer, Researcher, Published Author, Executive Producer (My Island Home Project)
and as Manager for Indigenous Education (DET – North Coast Region).
As Manager for Indigenous Education, Sally’s high level professional and personal practice made
significant contributions to the Queensland Indigenous Education landscape. Throughout this
time, she influenced many State strategies and programs. Sally has been instrumental in writing
National Curriculum aligned resources that support Elders and the community to embed their
story within classrooms throughout Queensland.
Her writing has received special commendation from the Minister for Education, the Honourable
Kate Jones, for her work “The Boys from Barambah” - the Story of the Black Diggers from
Cherbourg for the ANZAC 100 Commemorations. ‘Our Land Our Stories’ is Sally’s latest
collaboration with Nelson Cengage and AIATSIS which was recently launched at Parliament
House in Canberra in 2019 and won the best Student Resource and Outstanding Primary
Resource in 2020 at the Educational Publishing Awards Australia. In the same year, Sally also
won the Premier’s Queensland Reconciliation Awards – Partnership category for the Kids in
Action Environmental Education program that is delivered locally with the Gubbi Gubbi/Kabi Kabi
and Jinibara peoples of the Sunshine Coast.
Sally continues to work with the Cherbourg community and is currently working across Australia
supporting Educators to build their Cultural Capability by breaking down perceived barriers
which non-Indigenous educators may hold. Sally’s work demonstrates a deep and genuine
passion and respect for culture, Elders and the community. Her work collaboratively identifies
opportunities which support communities to share their culture and embed their story within the
National Curriculum and the broader Education context.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 1
1
Jun

May June
31st - 3rd

Tuesday 1st June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

When Words Count
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Educator
and Resource Creator drpaulswan.com.au
In this session Paul will provide a rationale for putting the
literacy of mathematics at the forefront of your mind
when working with P-2 learners. He will share how three
different literacies; vocabulary, graphics and symbols
combine to assist students to think mathematically.
Paul will also share practical and research-informed
strategies for building students understanding of the
vocabulary they need to be able to engage with and
succeed when encountering maths problems and tasks in
Early Years learning contexts.

Presenter Bio
Dr Paul Swan has taught mathematics in both primary and secondary schools and worked as a
Senior Lecturer in Mathematics Education at Edith Cowan University in Australia for 18
years. His website is www.drpaulswan.com.au. Paul has written over 50 books, authored
numerous journal articles and created many types of mathematics games - board, card and
digital.
He currently designs mathematics manipulative materials and supports schools looking to
improve the teaching of mathematics in both schools and across whole school systems (Private,
Public, State, National and International). He has received numerous awards, including an
Honorary Fellowship of the Australian Council for Educational Leaders (ACEL) for his work with
School Leaders. For his contribution to Mathematics Education in his home state of Western
Australia he was awarded an Honorary Life Membership by the Mathematics Association of
Western Australia.
Paul regularly speaks on a variety of topics, particularly in early
childhood and primary. He received his PhD in 2002 for his study of
the computational choices made by 10 - 12 year old students. He
currently continues to write and develop materials as a private
consultant to school sectors as well as industry.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 1
2
Jun

June
31st - 3rd

Wednesday 2nd June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Age-Appropriate Pedagogies What’s Working
Tenille Laycock
Head of Department - Curriculum - P-2
Meridan State College
This session will briefly explore what Age-Appropriate
Pedagogies is and some tips and tricks for implementation within
Early Years classrooms.
The session will be facilitated by Tenille Laycock who has been a
Regional Coach implementing Age-Appropriate Pedagogies
across two regions - Metropolitan and North Coast Regions. This
session will draw on her different experiences supporting over
100 different schools to implement the pedagogies.

3

Jun

Thursday 3rd June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Contextualising Reggio Emilia
Kelly Ayres - Deputy Principal - Kuluin State School
For the past ten years, Kelly Ayres has been
developing her knowledge and understanding
of the Reggio Emilia philosophy for Early
Years education. This has included attending
the Reggio Emilia training in Italy as part of an
intensive study tour.
Since returning from the tour, Kelly has
worked in three schools supporting Early
Years teachers and learners as they engage
with elements of the Reggio Emilia approach.
In this session, Kelly will share the work she
has done, her rationale for embracing the
approach and how she believes you can
contextualize Reggio Emilia in Early Years
settings to achieve improved outcomes for
learners.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 2
1
7
Jun

June
7th - 10th

Monday 7th June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

How do we build cultural capacity?
Sally Lawrence - Consultant – Indigenous Perspectives
www.sallylawrence.com.au
As Educators, it is our core responsibility to embed Indigenous
perspectives as a cross curriculum priority, implement strategies
for teaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and
go further to understand and respect First Nations people to
promote Reconciliation (APST 1.4 and 2.4). Whilst most of us
have not been explicitly taught this as a part of our Pre-service
training, it is imperative that we engage in ways to build our
Cultural Capability. So…where do I start? How do I build
Cultural Capability? Be guided on how you can do better once
you know better.

9

Jun

Thursday 3rd June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Raising Readers High yield strategies and recovery procedures
for Emergent Readers
Davina Sharry – Award-winner Pedagogy Coach & Learning Coordinator
Inala State School - QLD Teacher of the Year – State Award Winner 2017
In this session, Davina Sharry will share high yield strategies and
recovery procedures that you can use with emergent readers to teach
them to read in as little as eight weeks. Based on innovation and
reflective practice, hear about a reading program that has evolved
from a stand-alone program to an agreed set of pedagogical practices
that now shape the teaching of reading in several Prep classrooms.
This approach to teaching reading that has achieved effect sizes of 3.4
and 3.6.

10
Jun

Thursday 10th June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Making Learning a Ball in P-2
Peter Abt - STEAM Teacher and Digital Coach
Palmview State Primary School
Join Peter Abt from Burnside State School for this session
where he will share ideas for using Spheros and other
technology to engage, support and challenge learners
in P-2 learning contexts.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 3
1
14
Jun

June
14th - 17th

Monday 14th June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Making it Count - Effective Ideas and
Strategies for Numeracy in P-2
Sarah Lewis - Highly Accomplished Teacher in P-2
and Numeracy Coach - Bamaga State School
In this session, Sarah Lewis will share a range of strategies and activities she uses to teach
mathematics in her Early Years classroom. This will include effective and research based
strategies she has developed knowledge of as part of her work in the PLT for Numeracy at
Meridan State College. Having moved to Bamaga State School, Sarah will share the ideas
and strategies she is using in this new context and will also talk about how she supports
staff at Bamaga as part of her role as Numeracy Coach in the school.

15
Jun

Pre-Recorded Session available on this date

Putting the M back in STEM
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Educator
and Resource Creator drpaulswan.com.au
In this session Dr Paul Swan will share a few simple ideas with basic materials that focus on early
Geometry and Measurement ideas that are at the heart of STEM. Most STEM tasks will involve
measuring or geometry, so in this session Paul will bring the mathematics to the forefront and is
it to develop key Mets (Mathematics engineering technology and science) projects!

16
Jun

Wednesday 16th June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Creativity Found - Raw Art Ideas for Early Years Learners
Tracy McDowall – Artist and Director at Raw Art
Join Tracy McDowall from the Raw Art team for this session which will be based on the
simple premise of teaching children the joy of creativity. Tracy is a passionate artist who
believes that art is the perfect medium for kids to explore a range of concepts, improve
both literacy and maths skills, develop fine motor skills, enhance their ability to problem
solve, and to basically feel good about themselves. Art is great for self confidence,
mindfulness, and for being in touch with our inner self.
In this session, Tracy will introduce educators to what Raw
Art can offer and will take you on a tour of some fantastic
age appropriate art activities you can do that use easily
accessible found and recycled materials. In the final part of
the session, you can follow along to make your own
marvellous piece of raw art. A short list of easily obtained
materials you will need for the hands-on part of the workshop
will be made available to registered participants in the week
leading up to the session.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 3
1
17
Jun

June
14th - 17th

Thursday 17th June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Bump it up walls in the Early Years
Ann Suthers - Executive Coach
Brisbane City Small Schools Cluster
In this session, Ann Suthers will introduce you to Bump It Up walls and will share how Early
Year teachers can embed this signature pedagogical practice into their classroom.
Drawing on real experience, participants will be shown
how the use of bump it up walls can create numerous
positive outcomes for both teachers and students,
including:
- A deeper understanding of the Australian Curriculum
- Co-constructed exemplars
- Peer- assessment, self-assessment and goal setting
- Collective teacher efficacy
Examples of Bump it up walls from Early Years
classrooms in the cluster Ann supports will be shared as
part of this session.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com
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WEEK 4
1
21
Jun

June
21st - 23rd

Pre-Recorded Session available on this date

Purposeful Play for Numeracy Development
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Educator
and Resource Creator drpaulswan.com.au
There is often a tension between:
Unstructured Play
Child Initiated Play
Teacher Planned Play and
Highly Structured Play
In this session the term "Purposeful Play" will be used to describe setting up situations where
materials are set out with a clear purpose in mind where children are scaffolded as they
become involved in the experience. Links to Early Mathematical Vocabulary and Problem
Solving and Reasoning will be made as Dr Paul Swan works through some simple ideas.

23
Jun

Wednesday 23rd June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

What’s Working – STEM and Digital
Technologies in the Early Years
Nikki Muller - STEM Teacher
Waterford West State School
Join leading STEM teacher Nikki Muller for this
session where she’ll unpack how she approaches
the teaching of STEM at Waterford West
State School. Nikki is renowned for
embracing the latest tools and tech and
for leveraging them to challenge, support and
engage learners. In addition to her role at
the school Nikki is a highly respected Apple
Teacher, Seesaw Ambassador and Book Creator Certified Author.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

