
Schools registering for the festival can have unlimited members of their staff engaging in the 14 hours of festival sessions live or via on 
demand recordings.  Recordings from this year’s festival will be available for viewing for a 12 month period.   There is a one cost per 
school rate of $250 ex gst.   Individual rates are also available via the registration link below.

LEADING

EDUCATORS

and speakers from across 
Australia and NZ including:

Dr John Ley
Senior Lecturer and

Researcher in 
Mathematics Education -

Western Sydney University

BEST

PRACTICE

approaches to use in 
your classroom including:

PLANNING FOR

SUCCESS

PRACTICAL

IDEAS

sessions sharing approaches 
to planning including:

to improve outcomes in your 
school context including:

Join us online from just about anywhere!  Festival highlights include:

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Contemporary
Learning Hub 

Access over 14 hours of professional development live or on demand.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

Registration via:

The ‘What should a maths 
week look like?’ session with 

Mark Hansen - Deputy  
Principal - Sandy Strait 

State School

Want practical, innovative and research based ideas to use to engage your learners and improve numeracy
outcomes in your classroom or school? Then join us online for Infinite Ideas - the 2022 Online Numeracy
Festival. The festival brings together leading educators, best practice examples, innovative pedagogy and
practical ideas from educators across Australia. With over 14 hours of high quality professional
development that you can access online live or via on demand recordings for a 12 month period, the festival
is a must for any educator or school working with P-12 leaners.

Dr Sharyn Livy
ARC Researcher and

Senior Lecturer of 
Mathematics Education -

Monash University

INFINITE IDEAS 2022
ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS

The ‘Planning Mathematics 
Units’ sessions with Ann 

Suthers - Executive Coach -
Brisbane Small Schools  

Cluster

16th May - 9th June 2022

The practical and engaging 
Dealing with Differentiation 

and Solving Word 
Questions sessions with 
leading WA mathematics 
educator Dr Paul Swan. 

Rob Proffitt-White
Director of Maths Teaching 

and Learning -
The Learner First

Aotearoa and Australia

The Five Principles of 
educationally rich maths 

games session with 
Dr Leicha Bragg - Senior 
Lecturer in Mathematics 

Education - Deakin 
University

The ‘Essential Elements for
Primary Mathematics 

Programs’ session with 
Dr Catherine Attard -
President of MERGA

The ‘Using the Five 
Questions Approach to 

enhance student learning’ 
with Dr John Ley from 

Western Sydney University

The ‘Remembering Prior 
Learning in Maths’ session 

with Darren Clark from 
Nambour State College.

The ‘Rapid Routines for 
boosting retention and 

promoting mathematical 
proficiencies’ session with

Rob Proffitt-White.

http://www.twitter.com/clhmeridan
mailto:clh@meridansc.eq.edu.au?subject=Prep%20Online%20Festival
https://twitter.com/clhmeridan
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


Registration via:

FESTIVAL PROGRAM

Proudly brought to you by the Contemporary Learning Hub

Register at www.contemporarylearninghub.com

INFINITE IDEAS 2022
ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS

16th May - 9th June 2022

LEADING 

EDUCATORS

RESEARCH-BASED                              

PEDAGOGIES

PRACTICAL IDEAS

BEST PRACTICE

BEST PRACTICE

http://www.twitter.com/clhmeridan
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www.contemporarylearninghub.com

The Contemporary Learning Hub at Meridan State College is proud to bring you Infinite Ideas - The 2022 Online 
Numeracy Festival.    This festival brings together leading educators from across Australia to share best practice 
and innovative, research based strategies for improving numeracy learning outcomes in your school.     Topics 
this year cover everything from differentiating learning to building rapid routines to boost retention. Session 
facilitators include Dr Sharyn Livy, Rob Proffitt-White, Dr Paul Swan, Dr Catherine Attard, Ann Suthers, Dr John 
Ley, Dr Leicha Bragg and a range of other leading numeracy educators from across Australia.

The program will run over a four week period in May and June with numerous sessions on offer each week.   
Sessions in the program can be watched live or as on demand recordings.  Recordings from the festival will be 
available online for 12 months after the festival and festival participants will receive the links to the recorded 
versions of the sessions at the end of each week.    This makes the festival a flexible source of high quality 
professional development for schools.

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL

FESTIVAL OVERVIEW

HOW TO REGISTER

Registrations for the festival can be made via the 
Contemporary Learning Hub site at:

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

The festival has a one cost per school rate of $250 ex GST 
that enables a school to register and have unlimited 
members of staff access festival sessions live or via 
recording from multiple locations.    There is also an 
individual access pass available for $180 ex GST.  

HOW TO ACCESS THE FESTIVAL

In the week prior to the festival, all registered 
participants and schools will receive an email containing 
the link and password to the festival site.  This site will 
contain the links and passwords for each of the live and 
recorded sessions.  All sessions for the festival are 
recorded so if you miss a session or have a problem 
connecting, you will be able to watch it on demand at 
the end of the week.  Recordings will be available for 12 
months from the original session date.

PARTICIPANT FEEDBACK 

FROM OUR FESTIVALS

Infinite Ideas has become the highlight of 
my year as a Master Teacher of Maths at 
Glenmore State School.   If I could only 
sign up for one professional development 
experience or conference  a year, then 
Infinite Ideas would be it. Congratulations 
on an outstanding resource. 

Andrew Orr  – Glenmore State School

I want to thank you for a fantastic 
festival. I have thoroughly enjoyed the 
sessions that I've done so far. I am slowly 
working my way through the ones I 
missed and will probably revisit a few 
sessions again .. and again. I have 
gathered so many ideas from the 
sessions. My favourite thing from the 
festival was the enthusiasm of the 
presenters about their topic and their 
many ideas that they were so willing to 
share.  Again thank you and looking 
forward to further PD.

Sandy - The Summit State School

INFINITE IDEAS 
THE 2022 ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


www.contemporarylearninghub.com

The following table provides an overview of the four week program.  Every session will be available for viewing 
live and will also be recorded.  Recordings will be made available to participants by 5pm on the Friday of each 
week.    Links to each live session and recording will be uploaded to the Festival website which schools will be 
given access to in the week prior to the festival.   A short question time is scheduled for the end of each session.  
We encourage you to access sessions live where possible to make the most of your opportunity to chat with and 
ask questions of the session facilitators.

Festival Program

FESTIVAL OVERVIEW
WEEKLY OVERVIEW
THE 2022 ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL FOR P-12 EDUCATORS

Festival 
Week

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

1 16 May 17 May 18 May 19 May

2 23 May 24 May 25 May 26 May

3 30 May 31 May 1 June 2 June

4 6  June 7 June 8 June 9 June

Teacher actions for 
supporting student-

centred learning in P-8

Dr Sharyn Livy
3:30 - 4:30pm

Essential elements for 
Primary Mathematics 

Programs

Dr Catherine Attard
3:30 - 4:30pm

Increasing student 
engagement and 

confidence through 
better teaching

John Ley
3:30 - 4:30pm

Rapid Routines for
boosting retention

3:30 - 4:30pm

Balancing 
Problem Types
4:30 – 5:30pm

Rob Proffitt-White

Dealing with 
Differentiation

Dr Paul Swan
3:30 - 4:30pm

Planning our 
Mathematics Units in 

the Early Years

Ann Suthers
3:30 - 4:30pm

Teacher practices 
that build thinking 

classrooms in Primary 
contexts

Sharyn Livy
3:30 - 4:30pm

Five principles for 
educationally rich 

mathematical games

Dr Leicha Bragg
3:30 - 4:30pm

Using the Five 
Questions Approach to 

enhance student 
learning

John Ley
3:30 - 4:30pm

Solving Word 
Questions in 
Mathematics 

Dr Paul Swan
3:30 - 4:30pm

Planning our 
Mathematics Units in 

the Middle Years

Ann Suthers
3:30 - 4:30pm

Remembering Prior 
Learning in Maths

Darren Clark
3:30 - 4:30pm

What should a maths 
week look like? 

Incorporating high-yield 
strategies

Mark Hansen
3:30 - 4:30pm

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


May
16

WEEK 1 May

16th - 19th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

Monday 16th May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Teacher actions for supporting student-centred 
learning in P-8
Dr Sharyn Livy 
Senior Lecturer of Mathematics Education – Faculty of Education – Monash University

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Kickstart your collection of infinite ideas with our Week 1 program which features four hours of professional 
development experiences that you can access from just about anywhere live or on demand.

Challenging tasks are demanding mathematical problems that cater for students of differing 
abilities. The purpose of this presentation is to explore the types of tasks and pedagogical 
approaches that promote mathematical thinking and the proficiency strands in primary and 
middle years classrooms. We will consider a model for student-centred inquiry learning 
experiences that support students to justify their strategies and strengthen understanding, 
fluency, problem solving and reasoning skills. 

Presenter Bio

Dr Sharyn Livy is a Senior Lecturer of Mathematics Education 
in the School of Curriculum, Teaching and Inclusive 
Education, Faculty of Education, Monash University. Her 
research and teaching are driven by the desire to understand 
how teachers can be supported to extend their knowledge 
and pedagogical approaches for teaching mathematics. 
Sharyn is currently conducting an Australian Research Council 
(ARC) Linkage project titled Exploring Mathematics 
Sequences of Connected, Cumulative and Challenging tasks 
project (EMC3). In 2021 Sharyn was a recipient of the Vice-
Chancellor’s Education Excellence award for programs that 
enhance learning for her work with pre-service teachers to 
improve the quality of mathematics teacher education. 
Contributions to the broader mathematical education 
community includes past VP (Treasurer) of the Mathematics 
Education Research Group of Australasia and presenter at 
mathematics conferences for teachers in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

Register for the festival by Friday 22nd April to go into 
the draw to win a copy of the Mabble board game.  
Mabble is the creation of Dr Catherine Attard – one of the 
key speakers we have presenting as part of the festival.

WIN MABBLE 

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


Wednesday 18th May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Increasing Student engagement and confidence through 
better teaching
Dr John Ley
Lecturer in Secondary Mathematics Education – Western Sydney University

Successfully completing the content in Mathematics is a challenge particularly if the time 
allocated is exhausted but many students still do not understand or are not competent. This 
session for Secondary educators presents a different method of presenting examples 
designed to improve understanding, increase confidence and encourage the completion of 
questions and homework. There is a link between the example, homework and the following 
lessons promoting greater engagement and understanding. The content areas of Pythagoras’ 
Theorem and equations will be highlighted as the examples example. This will lead into a 
taste of the Five Question Approach to teaching.  

Presenter Bio

WEEK 1 May

16th - 19th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

May
18

May
19

Thursday 19th May  : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Dealing with Differentiation
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Consultant and 
Educator

Good teaching involves being able to differentiate the teaching of a 
topic. In this session Dr Paul Swan will illustrate ways in which this may 
be achieved. A distinction will be made between differentiation and 
intervention. Sample tasks and activities will be provided to show how 
this might be done within a single class or across multiple year levels in 
one class.

John Ley is a passionate and innovative mathematics educator. 
Having taught in six schools since 1982, and holding the positions 
of Head of Mathematics, Assistant Principal and Acting Principal, 
John has a wealth of experience. His qualifications include B.Sc., 
Dip Ed. (UNSW) M.A Pure Mathematics (Syd. U), Grad Dip RE 
(ACU), Diploma in Children’s Services and he is currently 
completing his PhD in Mathematics Education. John worked as a 
sessional lecturer at WSU from 2004 to 2009, and since 2014, has 
lectured and tutored in mathematics and mathematics education 
at WSU and ACU. An experienced textbook author, John has 
written the Insight series published by Oxford University Press. He 
has presented an array of workshops on mathematics teaching 
and integrating spreadsheets into mathematics for MANSW, AIS, 
AAMT, and CEO, and internationally at NCTM and NCSM.

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


WEEK 2 May

23rd - 26th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Tuesday 24th May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Essential Elements for Primary Mathematics Programs
Dr Catherine Attard 
President of the Mathematics Education Research Group of Australasia.
Associate Professor in Primary Mathematics Education and Deputy Director of Research -
University of Western Sydney

What are the essential elements for every primary 
mathematics program? In this session Catherine will 
discuss important considerations for programming 
and planning for mathematics. She will also discuss 
the types of tasks, activities, resources and practices 
that should feature in all mathematics programs, and 
why they are important for enhancing student 
learning and engagement. 

May
24

Catherine is an Associate Professor in primary mathematics education and Deputy Director 
of Research within the School of Education at the University of Western Sydney. She 
regularly presents workshops and keynotes nationally and internationally and is the current 
President of the Mathematics Education Research Group of Australasia (MERGA,  a past 
president of the Mathematical Association of New South Wales (MANSW) and past editor 
of the professional journal, Australian Primary Mathematics Classroom. Catherine is also 
the author of the leading mathematics education blog, www.engagingmaths.com, as well as 
the author of several popular mathematics teacher resource books.

Catherine's research is focused on student 
engagement with mathematics and issues surrounding 
the pedagogical practices that influence students' 
engagement. Catherine is also actively researching 
contemporary teaching practices through the use of 
digital technologies, and the use of financial literacy 
education as a tool to engage children with 
mathematics.  Catherine has won several teaching 
awards, including a 2016 Australian Award for 
University Teaching (AAUT) Teaching Excellence 
Award, an Office of Learning and Teaching citation for 
Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning and 
the Western Sydney University Vice-Chancellor's 
Excellence in Teaching Award. In 2017 she was listed 
in The Educator's Hotlist as one the most influential 
educators in Australia. 

Presenter Bio – Dr Catherine Attard

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.engagingmaths.com/


Wednesday 25th May

Grab some afternoon tea and round up your colleagues to join us online for this year’s big 
arvo double session.   Highly respected, leading mathematics educator Rob Proffitt-White will 
be joining us online from New Zealand for the following sessions.

The Big Arvo with Rob Proffitt-White

WEEK 2 May

23rd - 26th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

May
25

Session 1 :   3:30 - 4:30pm 
Rapid Routines for boosting retention and promoting 
mathematical proficiencies 

This session will take you through some of the rapid routines teachers have used to see 
increased retention, engagement and positive disposition across Prep to 8 learning areas. 

Presenter Bio - Rob Proffitt-White

Rob Proffitt-White is the Director of Mathematics Teaching 
and Learning at The Learner First.  Prior to moving to New 
Zealand and taking up this role, he worked as one of the 
Queensland Department of Education and Training’s 
Regional Support HODs for the Australian Curriculum.  
Specialising in Mathematics and Numeracy. Rob's work has 
been presented throughout Australia and schools 
implementing his approaches have received recognition: 
Meridan SC, Queensland school of the year. Hervey Bay SHS 
ACER outstanding professional practice award.

Session 2 :   4:30 - 5:30pm 
Balancing Problem Types 

This session will give examples of the types of mathematical tasks required to ensure high 
expectations and a growth mindset are accessible and inclusive for all learners. Techniques for 
opening tasks up for whole class mixed ability and pre-requisite norms for effective delivery 
will be shared and explored.

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


WEEK 2 May

23rd - 26th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Thursday 26th May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Planning our Mathematics Units in the Early Years
Ann Suthers
Executive Coach - Brisbane Small Schools Cluster

Designing a unit of learning in mathematics can at times be 
overwhelming. This session will explore how to adopt Wiggins 
and McTighe's WHERETO process to plan a mathematics unit 
that maximises student engagement, enhances outcomes, and 
uses a range and balance of pedagogical approaches.

May
26

Join in the live session with Mark Hansen on Tuesday 7th June for your chance to win a copy of the Math 
for All picture book he has written.

WIN THE MATH FOR ALL PICTURE BOOK 

The book takes young readers on a fun-filled journey with 
Hope the hedgehog, Mike the macaw, Leroy the llama and Tia 
the turtle as their teacher Ms Penguin shows them the beauty 
of mathematics. 

Join them as she dispels their long-held myths about math 
and read in wonder as each student discovers their long-lost 
love of learning.  Will they change their beliefs about math? 
Can they fall in love with math again and help others do the 
same? The answers are revealed within!

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


WEEK 3 May  June

30th – 2nd

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Monday 30th May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Teacher practices that build thinking classrooms
Dr Sharyn Livy 
Senior Lecturer of Mathematics Education – Faculty of Education – Monash University

May
30

Tuesday 31st May - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Five principles for educationally rich mathematical games
Dr Leicha A. Bragg
Senior Lecturer in Mathematics Education – Deakin University

May
31

Being able to use mathematical thinking when solving 
challenging tasks is one of the most fundamental goals of 
teaching mathematics. Teachers must notice, listen to, 
interpret, and make rapid diagnoses of student mathematical 
understanding when teaching. They need to think on their 
feet and provide students with questions and discussion that 
guides sophisticated understanding of the mathematics of 
the day. This workshop will explore mathematics’ teaching 
practices that aim to extend classroom discussion and builds 
on student thinking and learning of mathematics.

Leicha is a Senior Lecturer in Mathematics Education at 
Deakin University. She has worked in education with 
preservice and practising primary mathematics teachers for 
over 20 years. Leicha has an international reputation for her 
work in developing engaging educational tasks for students. 

She is the author of three teacher resource books, including 
two on geocaching, and one on engaging with mathematics 
through picture books. Leicha’s current research projects 
focus on: teaching mathematics for social justice; online 
adult learning of numeracy; and, champions of mathematical 
reasoning.

Presenter Bio

Mathematical games are widely used in the primary classroom, however not all games are 
equally valuable. In this practical session, Dr Leicha Bragg will present five principles of 
educationally-rich games to support teachers to decide which games to introduce and 
explore with students. Leicha will share a number of her favourite games to use with 
students as part of this session.

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/


WEEK 3 May  June

30th – 2nd

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Jun
1

Jun
2

Successfully completing the content in Mathematics is a 
challenge particularly if the time allocated is exhausted but 
many students still do not understand or are not competent. 
This session presents the Five Question Approach (FQA) to 
teaching mathematics in a Secondary context. This is a 
targeted approach that increases student engagement and 
confidence and reduces mathematics and examination 
anxiety. The FQA does not replace your current teaching but 
is a focus at the commencement of each lesson that 
improves fluency and conceptual understanding.  An 
alternate method of presenting examples 

Wednesday 1st June - 3:30 - 4:30pm

Using the Five Question Approach to enhance student learning
Dr John Ley
Lecturer in Secondary Mathematics Education – Western Sydney University

Thursday 2nd June : 3:30 - 4:30pm

Solving Word Questions in Mathematics
Dr Paul Swan - Leading Australian Mathematics Consultant and Educator

Join Dr Paul Swan for this session where he’ll share practical ideas and strategies that you can 
use with your students to support them to solve word questions in mathematics.  Paul will 
advocate for a clear focus on vocabulary and provide the activities and framework to get your 
school started in focusing clearly on this essential foundation of word problem solving

Dr Paul Swan has taught mathematics in both primary and secondary 
schools and worked as a Senior Lecturer in Mathematics Education at 
Edith Cowan University in Australia for 18 years. His website 
is www.drpaulswan.com.au.  Paul has written over 50 books, authored 
numerous journal articles and created many types of mathematics 
games - board, card and digital.  

He currently designs mathematics manipulative materials and supports 
schools looking to improve the teaching of mathematics in both schools 
and across whole school systems (Private, Public, State, National and 
International) .  He has received numerous awards, including an 
Honorary Fellowship of the Australian Council for Educational Leaders 
(ACEL) for his work with School Leaders. 

Presenter Bio

http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.contemporarylearninghub.com/
http://www.drpaulswan.com.au/


WEEK 2

Tuesday 7th June   3:30  - 4:30pm

What should a “Maths week” look like?
Incorporating high-yield mathematics strategies into a week
Mark Hansen
Deputy Principal – Sandy Strait State School

WEEK 4

It has been over 10 years since Dan Meyer’s “call to action” Ted Talk proclaimed 
“Maths Class needs a makeover”. Meyer (2010) was particularly concerned at the way 
math textbooks and some classrooms teach problem solving and reasoning. It is opined 
that with a commitment to some relatively minor changes every primary maths 
classroom could ensure that students mathematical knowledge and disposition can 
change immeasurably.

Contemporary Learning Hub

CONTEMPORARY LEARNING HUB 

. 

CONTEMPORARY LEARNING HUB
MERIDAN STATE COLLEGE  - 214 Parklands Boulevard, Meridan Plains – Caloundra
E:  clh@meridansc.eq.edu.au  P: (07) 5490 2755   T:  @clhmeridan

WEEK 4 June

6th - 9th

INFINITE IDEAS ONLINE NUMERACY FESTIVAL

Jun
7

Thursday 9th June    3:30 - 4:30pm

Planning our Mathematics Units in the Middle Years
Ann Suthers
Executive Coach – Brisbane Small Schools Cluster

Designing a unit of learning in mathematics can 
at times be overwhelming. This session will 
explore how to adopt Wiggins and McTighe's 
WHERETO process to plan a mathematics unit 
that maximises student engagement, enhances 
outcomes, and uses a range and balance of 
pedagogical approaches.

Jun
9

Wednesday 8th June    3:30 - 4:30pm

Remembering Prior Learning in Maths
Darren Clark
Head of Teaching  and Learning - Numeracy - Nambour State College

Are you a P-12 Maths educator who is frustrated with students who have forgotten 
prior knowledge needed for your current unit of work? Join Darren Clark for a session 
devoted to teaching strategies such as interleaving and parallel learning, to help 
memory retention of number facts and key concepts and the neuroscience behind 
them. Practical examples will be shared and input encouraged. You will be shown how 
this contributes to a mathematical mindset. Darren is an experienced school-based 
numeracy coach, regional advisor, international consultant and tertiary tutor who 
currently works with Coolum SHS and across Primary and Secondary years at Nambour 
State College P-12. 

Jun
8
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