


PLAY, WONDER  AND LEARN CONFERENCE PROGRAM 2022
8:15 - 9:00 REGISTRATION, TRADE DISPLAYS AND COMPETITIONS IN CONFERENCE HALL

9:00 - 9:10 CONFERENCE WELCOME in Arts Theatre
9:10 - 10:10 Assessment as inquiry in the Early Years Classroom (P-2)

Keynote Presentation with Kath Murdoch in Arts Theatre
10:10 -

11:10

Breakout

Session 1

Inquiry Learning at 

Graceville State School

Graceville Team

Conference Hall 

- Far End

Raising Readers

Davina Sharry 

Arts Theatre

Bringing Vocabulary 
to Life

Ann Suthers
Senior Lecture Theatre

STEM 

Playground

Adrian Greig

DTC

Bluey, Blocks, 
Books and Bots -

Maths Investigations 
for Early Years 

Learners

Kristine Kopelke 
Rainforest Retreat

Literacy with Lego:  
A STEAM Guide

MTA Team
SC20 in 

Conference Hall
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12:50 - 1:40 LUNCH AND TRADE DISPLAYS IN THE CONFERENCE HALL

1:40 -

2:30

Breakout

Session 3

Imagine - Discover -

Together: 

Sparking Curiosity 

with STEM!

Jo Klein

WAT Room 1

Implementing

Challenging 

Tasks

Julie Elder 

Arts Theatre

Linking the Thinking 
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2:30 - 2:45 CONFERENCE CONCLUSION AND PRIZE DRAWS IN THE CONFERENCE HALL
Participants must be present to claim conference competition prizes



ASSESSMENT AS INQUIRY IN THE EARLY YEARS CLASSROOM 
Keynote Presentation by Kath Murdoch      9:10 - 10:10am

Play, Wonder and Learn is back and to celebrate the return of our annual conference to face-to-face mode, 
we are bringing back the amazing Kath Murdoch to share her expertise with you. Kath is the author of the 
text 'The Power of Inquiry' and has a vast range of experience supporting educators and schools from 
across the globe to effectively use the inquiry approach to learning.

Keynote Overview

Many early years educators believe strongly in creating a classroom culture that values curiosity, exploration, 
theorising and meaning making. Indeed early years classrooms are amongst the very best examples of 
inquiry-based teaching and learning in action. Despite this, tensions can remain about the ways in which 
assessment ‘works’ in these environments. 

In this session, Kath Murdoch will help shine a light on the many opportunities that an inquiry based 
approach can provide, with insights into children’s learning and how these insights can inform 
feedback, reporting, conversations with children and parents and, of course, our ongoing planning. This 
session will not only deepen educators understanding of assessment as an act of inquiry but will enhance 
understanding of inquiry overall: inquiry teaching, learning and assessment are interwoven and 
interdependent.

Some questions Kath will explore:  

▪ How can we find alignment between assessment practices and our beliefs about learning through inquiry?
▪ What practices can we embed into our interactions with children that reveal thinking and understanding as they inquire?
▪ What practices can we use to gain insight into children’s learning when we are gathered around the ‘planning table?’
▪ What are we looking for when we assess through inquiry?
▪ How does a cycle of inquiry present opportunities for assessment?
▪ How can we strengthen our listening, observation and documentation to enhance assessment?
▪ How can we involve children in assessing their own learning - how do we partner with them in the process?



Kath Murdoch is an experienced teacher, author, university lecturer and popular 
consultant who has worked for many years in schools throughout Australia, New 
Zealand, Asia, America and Europe. She is widely respected for her work in the field 
of inquiry based learning and integrative curriculum in which she has taught, 
researched and published for well over 20 years.

Kath began her professional life as a classroom teacher in Melbourne. Her fascination 
in how students’ constructed their understandings - and her interest in the way 
questions and big ideas could drive curriculum soon lead to a passion for integrative 
and inquiry based methodologies. This passion has become a career long focus for 
teaching, research and writing and the methodologies in which Kath specialises are 
now central to curriculum frameworks in many parts of the world – including the 
popular International Baccalaureate, PYP program.

Critical to Kath’s success is her continued involvement in classroom teaching. 
Whether it is to demonstrate techniques, coach teachers or build her own repertoire 
of practices, Kath is committed to regular and ongoing work with students. Her 
classroom work and research feeds a dynamic and ever-evolving expertise in the 
area of integrative and inquiry-based learning.

Kath’s professional development offerings are diverse. They range from intensive 
partnerships with schools to develop inquiry programs and practices over several 
years through to one-day workshops for beginning or experienced inquiry teachers. 
Whether in her home town of Melbourne or on the other side of the world, working 
with a team or speaking to a packed auditorium Kath’s style is refreshingly practical, 
inclusive and always connected to the real world of teaching.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Presenter Bio - Kath Murdoch



Select one of the following sessions to attend during Breakout Session 1.
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Through the work they 
emphasise an importance 
on students being 
actively involved by 
wondering, questioning, 
investigating, clarifying, 
synthesising and 
articulating ideas and 
responding to their 
learning so they learn to 
participate responsibly 
and effectively in society.
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Select one of the following sessions to attend during Breakout Session 2.
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Curiosity helps our students learn, innovate and become 
creative problem solvers. So, how do we create curiosity 
and imagination in our classrooms? Join Baringa State 
Primary School’s Head of Curriculum in a fun, hands on 
workshop that breaks down how to plan an engaging 
cross disciplinary Early Years STEM unit that cultivates 
curiosity and inspires imagination. You’ll walk away with 
some practical resources and ideas to help you implement 
a cross disciplinary approach to teaching STEM in your 
classroom or your school. If you’re thinking about 
integrating STEM this workshop is for you!
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8 ways of Aboriginal 
Learning provides a 
framework that supports 
educators to embed 
Indigenous perspectives 
through culturally safe 
pedagogy. 

This framework enables 
you to embed Indigenous 
perspectives through 
process, rather than 
content. Learn how to 
apply this framework to 
non-Indigenous text and 
familiar storybooks.

Seesaw is used widely 
in schools across 
Queensland and has a 
range of multimodal 
tools that students can 
use to show what they 
know.  
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Curiosity helps our students learn, innovate and become 
creative problem solvers. So, how do we create curiosity 
and imagination in our classrooms? Join Baringa State 
Primary School’s Head of Curriculum in a fun, hands on 
workshop that breaks down how to plan an engaging 
cross disciplinary Early Years STEM unit that cultivates 
curiosity and inspires imagination. You’ll walk away with 
some practical resources and ideas to help you implement 
a cross disciplinary approach to teaching STEM in your 
classroom or your school. If you’re thinking about 
integrating STEM this workshop is for you!
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8 ways of Aboriginal Learning provides a framework 
that supports educators to embed Indigenous 
perspectives through culturally safe pedagogy.   This 
framework enables you to embed Indigenous 
perspectives through process, rather than content. 
Learn how to apply this framework to non-Indigenous 
text and familiar storybooks.

See if you can program a rugged 
robot to complete a mission.  
Try your hand at building with 
new and creative construction 
materials.  Check out sensors 
and accessories you can use 
with your STEM projects.

Seesaw is used widely 
in schools across 
Queensland and has a 
range of multimodal 
tools that students can 
use to show what they 
know.  



CONFERENCE LOCATION

The Play, Wonder and Learn Conference is held at Meridan State College. Click on the map below to link to a live Google map of our
location. Our College is located at the back of Caloundra. Our event participants typically choose to stay in Caloundra or Mooloolaba.


