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REAL PIGEONS – REAL ENGAGEMENT
Keynote Presentation by Andrew McDonald and Ben Wood - Real Pigeons Book Series Creators

What a coo!  Even if we do say it ourselves in pigeon talk!  
The Contemporary Learning Hub is proud to announce that Andrew McDonald and 
Ben Wood are our Keynote speakers for the 2023 Literate Futures Conference.   
Andrew and Ben are the creators of the immensely popular Real Pigeons series and 
will be sharing their hints, tips and strategies for how you can engage your students 
and get them creating great stories and illustrations.  They will also share what 
sparked their love for books and the different journeys they took to become creators 
of a bestselling book series.  In addition to the Keynote presentation, Andrew and Ben 
will be hosting sessions and workshops throughout the day so make sure you book 
into some to learn more about their work and the writing and illustration process 
they engage in.

About Andrew McDonald
Andrew McDonald is the author of the Real Pigeons series, illustrated by Ben Wood.
His books have been shortlisted for the Australian Book Industry Awards, the 
Readings Children’s Book Prize and the YABBA/KOALA/KROC children’s choice book 
awards.  Andrew lives in Melbourne/Naarm with his partner and two bouncy 
children. He loves writing stories that make kids laugh, gasp, think and wonder. He 
also enjoys baking his own bread, which he eats down to the last breadcrumb (sorry 
pigeons).

About Ben Wood
Ben Wood is the illustrator and co-creator of the bestselling Real Pigeons series by 
Andrew McDonald. The series is sold in over twenty countries, with the latest
book Real Pigeons Stay Coo celebrating the tenth book in the series. Ben is drawn to 
books with humour and heart, and has illustrated chapter books, picture books and 
non-fiction picture books throughout his career. He lives in Melbourne, Australia.



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 1 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 10:20 - 11:20am

There are a lot of steps involved in creating illustrations for a 
story. But where do you start and how do you help students
understand the role of illustrations within a narrative? 

In this fun and interactive session Ben will share the process of 
drawing a story visually.  He’ll share how he illustrated ‘Real 
Pigeons Fight Crime’, a hilarious series in the same vein as Dav 
Pilkey’s Dogman and Aaron Blabey’s Bad Guys.

Concepts explored by Ben in this session
will include:

• Visual literacy
• Problem solving with 

illustrations
• Creating unique characters 

that help extend a story
• Step-by-step process of 

creating a book
• Illustration formats

This workshop leads into 
writing a story.  It isn’t 
intimidating to write or 
draw by the end of this 
session!

CREATING A VISUAL STORY  

BEN WOOD - ILLUSTRATOR - REAL PIGEONS BOOK SERIES
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HOW TO TEACH READING IN YEARS 1 – 6 
THROUGH HIGH IMPACT METACOGNITION

DAVINA SHARRY - HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - TEACHING AND LEARNING

INALA STATE SCHOOL

Having taught reading and comprehension now for over 25 years, 
Davina Sharry is very experienced in teaching both emergent 
readers and students Grades 1 to 6. She has spent many years 
working with teachers as a literacy coach and as a Head of 
Department - Teaching & Learning for Education Queensland. In 
her current role, Davina works with staff teaching a large 
population of EAL/d and refugee students and has designed a 
comprehensive P-6 teaching reading program for students that has 
resulted in students’ reading data accelerating hundreds of levels.

Davina was awarded Queensland Teacher of the Year for her work 
in teaching reading, and has now presented to over 50 schools in 
Metropolitan Brisbane including high schools. She regularly 
presents both domestically and internationally - Speaking for AITSL 
and to educators and university students in 5 Scandinavian 
countries as their invited guest.

Join Davina for this session, where she will share with you, the 
precise teaching strategies and scripts her teachers use to impact 
reading outcomes. Attendees will also receive some of the valuable 
resources she has designed directly from the reading program. 
With her school being in a low socio-economical area and reading 
data now through the roof, this professional learning session is for 
all teachers and not to be missed.



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 1 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 10:20 - 11:20am

Creating effective ways to ascertain 
student learning is a critical skill 
required of teachers. During this 
session, participants will consider the 
research behind the use of formative 
assessment. They will then experience 
and view a number of effective ways 
to gather evidence about student 
learning within a classroom lesson. 
The session will be hands-on and 
participants will have ideas that can 
be implemented in the classroom 
setting immediately.

KNOWING OUR STUDENTS –THE 
IMPORTANCE OF FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

ANN SUTHERS - EXECUTIVE COACH - BRISBANE SMALL SCHOOLS CLUSTER
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THE SCIENCE OF READING AT KULUIN SS

KELLY AYRES - DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - KULUIN STATE SCHOOL

Join Kelly Ayres to learn about 
Kuluin State School’s Science of 
Reading journey and how the 
commitment to consistent, 
cumulative, systematic and explicit 
practice has yielded the best ever 
results  in English in P-3.

LITERACY PLANET TEAM

Learn about the benefits of gamified learning and how to 
directly apply that in the classroom with Literacy Planet through 
digital learning. Gamified learning involves applying a gaming 
element to learning about a topic and delivering a learning 
outcome. 

Students learn best when they're having fun and achieving 
goals in a fun way which makes LiteracyPlanet a beneficial tool 
for teachers.

GAMIFIED LEARNING –ENGAGING 
STUDENTS IN THEIR OWN DEVELOPMENT



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 1 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 10:20 - 11:20am
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LITERACY WITH LEGO – A STEAM GUIDE

MODERN TEACHING AIDS TEAM

REIMAGINING ENGLISH UNITS

JULIE ELDER - HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - CURRICULUM

MERIDAN STATE COLLEGE

What if you could take your core literacy or maths lessons, and 
extend them to incorporate cross-curricular and STEAM 
concepts as well?

This hands-on workshop 
will use Lego Spike Essential 
for Years 1 - 5 to take you 
through a lesson idea for 
extending your literacy and 
maths lessons to encompass 
STEAM learning. 

As we move into a new curriculum, learn about how we created 
engaging and rigorous English units at Meridan State College.  
Using a student-centred approach, we created rich units of 
work that linked to other learning areas, student interest, 
school context and popular culture.   In this session, you will 
explore some of these units and leave with ideas to create your 
own.

EXPLORING READING EGGS

ANDREW THORPE - 3P LEARNING

Perfect for new teachers who would like an overview on how to 
incorporate Reading Eggs into their literacy program, or for existing 
users who want to dust off the cobwebs in readiness for the new 
academic year. In this session we’ll cover…

… the systematic synthetic phonic path
… The reading path for emergent readers
… the comprehension path for independent readers
… the spelling path
… the eLibrary with 3000+ eReaders
… how to re-set the placement test and level students
… how to assign lessons and library books
… where to track usage and monitor progress

With this knowledge, you’ll be 
excellently positioned to align 
Reading Eggs to your weekly literacy 
focus. Giving students a 20-30 
minute opportunity per week to 
engage with the program, you’ll 
immediately start to see the 
positive and lasting impact Reading 
Eggs has on the learning journey.
Come along! We’d love to help you 
get set up for the academic year.



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 2 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 12:10 – 1:00pm

In this workshop, bestselling children’s author Andrew McDonald 
shares his experiences and talks about the building blocks of 
unique and engaging stories. Andrew will share how kids can:

• generate their own story ideas
• create memorable characters
• write with humour and flair

Great characters are integral to 
great stories and this workshop 
focuses on characters and 
perspective, empowering kids 
to create surprising and 
three-dimensional characters.

Humour is a big hook for many kids and Andrew shares his tips for 
writing for laughs – and how we can tap into our ‘inner weird’ to 
tell stories that are unique, funny and strange (but still make 
sense).

Andrew demonstrates how we can be playful with language, draw 
on our lives for inspiration and use certain plot elements that grab 
a reader’s attention and don’t let go.

Participants will leave the workshop with tips, ideas and techniques 
they can share in the classroom to encourage kids to write their 
own unique and engaging stories.

THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF GREAT STORIES

ANDREW MCDONALD - AUTHOR  - REAL PIGEONS BOOK SERIES
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There are a lot of steps involved in creating illustrations for a 
story. But where do you start and how do you help students
understand the role of illustrations within a narrative? 

In this fun and interactive session Ben will share the process of 
drawing a story visually.  He’ll share how he illustrated ‘Real 
Pigeons Fight Crime’, a hilarious series in the same vein as Dav 
Pilkey’s Dogman and Aaron Blabey’s Bad Guys.

Concepts explored by Ben in this session
will include:

• Visual literacy
• Problem solving with 

illustrations
• Creating unique characters 

that help extend a story
• Step-by-step process of 

creating a book
• Illustration formats

This workshop leads into 
writing a story.  It isn’t 
intimidating to write or 
draw by the end of this 
session!

CREATING A VISUAL STORY  

BEN WOOD - ILLUSTRATOR - REAL PIGEONS BOOK SERIES



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 2 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 12:10 – 1:00pm
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In this workshop, participants will learn 
how to apply “8 Aboriginal ways of 
Learning” to any story, text, novel, 
artefact, artworks, poem, song or movie, 
even when the stimulus piece is NOT 
from a First Nations perspective.  

STORYTELLING: THE KEY PEDAGOGY OF 
“8 ABORIGINAL WAYS OF LEARNING” 

SALLY LAWRENCE 

Join Sally as she “8 ways” popular children’s stories regularly 
used in Primary schools throughout Queensland.  Using popular 
texts like “Charlotte’s Web” or “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory”, Sally will demonstrate how to embed First Nations’ 
perspectives through the way you teach, rather than what you 
teach.

HOW TO TEACH READING IN YEARS 1 – 6 
THROUGH HIGH IMPACT METACOGNITION

DAVINA SHARRY - HEAD OF DEPARTMENT - TEACHING AND LEARNING

INALA STATE SCHOOL

Having taught reading and comprehension now for over 25 years, 
Davina Sharry is very experienced in teaching both emergent 
readers and students Grades 1 to 6. She has spent many years 
working with teachers as a literacy coach and as a Head of 
Department - Teaching & Learning for Education Queensland. In 
her current role, Davina works with staff teaching a large 
population of EAL/d and refugee students and has designed a 
comprehensive P-6 teaching reading program for students that has 
resulted in students’ reading data accelerating hundreds of levels.

Davina was awarded Queensland Teacher of the Year for her work 
in teaching reading, and has now presented to over 50 schools in 
Metropolitan Brisbane including high schools. She regularly 
presents both domestically and internationally - Speaking for AITSL 
and to educators and university students in 5 Scandinavian 
countries as their invited guest.

Join Davina for this session, where she will share with you, the 
precise teaching strategies and scripts her teachers use to impact 
reading outcomes. Attendees will also receive some of the valuable 
resources she has designed directly from the reading program. 
With her school being in a low socio-economical area and reading 
data now through the roof, this professional learning session is for 
all teachers and not to be missed.
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LITERACY WITH LEGO – A STEAM GUIDE

MODERN TEACHING AIDS TEAM

READING EGGSPRESS FOR MIDDLE AND
UPPER PRIMARY 

ANDREW THORPE – 3P LEARNING
What if you could take your core literacy or maths lessons, and 
extend them to incorporate cross-curricular and STEAM 
concepts as well?

This hands-on workshop 
will use Lego Spike Essential 
for Years 1 - 5 to take you 
through a lesson idea for 
extending your literacy and 
maths lessons to encompass 
STEAM learning. 

Perfect for teachers looking to embed Reading Eggpress in their 
literacy program, to develop inferential, textual, and factual skills 
of their independent readers. 

This session will cover
…the comprehension path
… the spelling path
… using the eLibrary in your guided reading program, and as a 
self-directed resource for independent readers
… Using your teacher toolkit for whole focus work

Following this session you’ll be well positioned to use Reading 
Eggspress to help you achieve your literacy objectives. Come 
along! We’d love to help you get set up for the academic year.

LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 2 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 12:10 – 1:00pm

THE SCIENCE OF READING AT KULUIN SS

KELLY AYRES - DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - KULUIN STATE SCHOOL

Join Kelly Ayres to learn 
about Kuluin State School’s 
Science of Reading journey 
and how the commitment 
to consistent, cumulative, 
systematic and explicit 
practice has yielded the 
best ever results  in English 
in P-3.



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 2 
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 12:10 – 1:00pm
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LITERACY PLANET TEAM

Learn about the benefits of gamified learning and how to 
directly apply that in the classroom with LiteracyPlanet through 
digital learning. Gamified learning involves applying a gaming 
element to learning about a topic and delivering a learning 
outcome. 

Students learn best when they're having fun and achieving 
goals in a fun way which makes LiteracyPlanet a beneficial tool 
for teachers.

GAMIFIED LEARNING –ENGAGING 
STUDENTS IN THEIR OWN DEVELOPMENT

This session will look at how to teach a variety of sentence types 
across a unit of learning.  Using a variety of interesting ways to 
teach sentence structure, participants will engage in a series of 
exercises that model different sentence types. They will explore 
when and how each sentence type can be used to lift writing. 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE HAS TO 
BE TAUGHT

ANN SUTHERS - EXECUTIVE COACH - BRISBANE SMALL SCHOOLS CLUSTER

The session will be hands-on and 
participants will have ideas that can 
be implemented in the classroom 
setting immediately.



In this workshop, bestselling children’s author Andrew McDonald 
shares his experiences and talks about the building blocks of 
unique and engaging stories. Andrew will share how kids can:

• generate their own story ideas
• create memorable characters
• write with humour and flair

Great characters are integral to 
great stories and this workshop 
focuses on characters and 
perspective, empowering kids 
to create surprising and 
three-dimensional characters.

Humour is a big hook for many kids and Andrew shares his tips for 
writing for laughs – and how we can tap into our ‘inner weird’ to 
tell stories that are unique, funny and strange (but still make 
sense).

Andrew demonstrates how we can be playful with language, draw 
on our lives for inspiration and use certain plot elements that 
grab a reader’s attention and don’t let go.

Participants will leave the workshop with tips, ideas and 
techniques they can share in the classroom to encourage kids to 
write their own unique and engaging stories.
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LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 3
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 1:40 – 2:30pm

There are a lot of steps involved in creating illustrations for a 
story. But where do you start and how do you help students
understand the role of illustrations within a narrative? 

In this fun and interactive session Ben will share the process of 
drawing a story visually.  He’ll share how he illustrated ‘Real 
Pigeons Fight Crime’, a hilarious series in the same vein as Dav 
Pilkey’s Dogman and Aaron Blabey’s Bad Guys.

Concepts explored by Ben in this session
will include:

• Visual literacy
• Problem solving with 

illustrations
• Creating unique characters 

that help extend a story
• Step-by-step process of 

creating a book
• Illustration formats

This workshop leads into 
writing a story.  It isn’t 
intimidating to write or 
draw by the end of this 
session!

CREATING A VISUAL STORY  

BEN WOOD - ILLUSTRATOR - REAL PIGEONS BOOK SERIES

THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF GREAT STORIES

ANDREW MCDONALD - AUTHOR  - REAL PIGEONS BOOK SERIES



This session will look at how to teach a variety of sentence types 
across a unit of learning.  Using a variety of interesting ways to 
teach sentence structure, participants will engage in a series of 
exercises that model different sentence types. 
They will explore when and how each sentence
type can be used to lift writing. 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE HAS TO 
BE TAUGHT

ANN SUTHERS - EXECUTIVE COACH - BRISBANE SMALL SCHOOLS CLUSTER
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INQUIRY SPELLING

JULIE ELDER – HEAD OF DEPARTMENT – CURRICULUM

MERIDAN STATE COLLEGE

The session will be hands-on and participants 
will have ideas that can be implemented in 
the classroom setting immediately.

In this session, Julie will unpack how Meridan set out to 
transform a traditional approach to teaching spelling into one 
that used an inquiry mindset.  The goal was to see if the 
different approach would lead to improved spelling outcomes. 
Participants will learn about activities that were used to get 
students to engage with, notice and wonder about words rather 
than practise them.  Julie will also share examples of how 
teachers would sequence a word study over a fortnightly period.

LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 3
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 1:40 - 2:30pm

WUSHKA

MTA TEAM

Digital literacy platforms enable schools to provide equitable and 
efficient access to the readers and supporting resources they need 
– relieving time pressure on teachers, providing students with 
consistent access to literacy resources – even from home, as well 
as reducing the cost and time in managing and distributing 
physical books. 

Discover how a fully digital library of decodable and levelled 
readers could improve literacy outcomes in your classroom – with 
real world examples - as we introduce you to Wushka – digital 
reading and comprehension resource, assessment and monitoring 
for the classroom and beyond. 



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 3
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 1:40 - 2:30pm
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In this workshop, participants will learn 
how to apply “8 Aboriginal ways of 
Learning” to any story, text, novel, artefact, 
artworks, poem, song or movie, even when 
the stimulus piece is NOT from a First 
Nations perspective.  

STORYTELLING: THE KEY PEDAGOGY OF 
“8 ABORIGINAL WAYS OF LEARNING” 

SALLY LAWRENCE 

Join Sally as she “8 ways” popular children’s stories regularly 
used in Primary schools throughout Queensland.  Using popular 
texts like “Charlotte’s Web” or “Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory”, Sally will demonstrate how to embed First Nations’ 
perspectives through the way you teach, rather than what you 
teach.

FAST PHONICS

3P LEARNING TEAM

This session is for anyone who wants to learn more about Fast 
Phonics, included as part of your Reading Eggs subscription. The 
Fast Phonics program highlights the proven power of systematic 
phonics instruction to boost reading skills fast! It's based on best-
practice educational research, and is closely aligned to 
the Letters and Sounds sequence. 

We will show you how to access 100s of decodable readers, 
along with a wealth of other teacher resources. Fast Phonics is 
designed for emergent and early readers, as well as older 
students with gaps in their core reading knowledge.  We’d love to 
see you there!



LITERATE FUTURES FUTURESBREAKOUT SESSION 3
MAIN CONFERENCE DAY - SATURDAY 25th MARCH  - 1:40 - 2:30pm
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RAISING READERS – HOW TO TEACH 
READERS TO READ IN 8 WEEKS

DAVINA SHARRY - HEAD OF DEPARTMENT –

TEACHING AND LEARNING - INALA STATE SCHOOL
LITERACY PLANET TEAM

Learn about the benefits of gamified learning and how to 
directly apply that in the classroom with LiteracyPlanet through 
digital learning. Gamified learning involves applying a gaming 
element to learning about a topic and delivering a learning 
outcome. 

Students learn best when they're having fun and achieving 
goals in a fun way which makes LiteracyPlanet a beneficial tool 
for teachers.

GAMIFIED LEARNING –ENGAGING 
STUDENTS IN THEIR OWN DEVELOPMENT

Having taught reading and comprehension now for over 25 years, 
Davina Sharry is very experienced in teaching both emergent 
readers and students Grades 1 to 6. She has spent many years 
working with teachers as a literacy coach and as a Head of 
Department - Teaching & Learning for Education Queensland. In 
her current role, Davina works with staff teaching a large 
population of EAL/d and refugee students and has designed a 
comprehensive P-6 teaching reading program for students that 
has resulted in students’ reading data accelerating hundreds of 
levels.

In this session, Davina will share with you high impact 
metacognitive strategies and recovery procedures to teach 
emergent readers to read in 8 weeks - Specifically combination 
PM level 2/3. Based on innovation and reflective practice, you 
will hear about a reading program that has evolved from a 
standalone program to an agreed set of pedagogical practices 
that now shape the teaching of reading in numerous prep and 
early years classrooms. Join Davina to receive some valuable 
handouts to emulate her success and learn about her emergent 
reading program that has achieved effect sizes of 3.4 and 3.6.

Davina was awarded Queensland Teacher of the Year for her 
work in teaching emergent reading, and has now presented to 
over 50 schools in Metropolitan Brisbane including high schools. 



CONFERENCE LOCATION

The Literate Futures Conference is held at Meridan State College. Click on the map below to link to a live Google map of our
location. Our College is located at the back of Caloundra. Our event participants typically choose to stay in Caloundra or Mooloolaba.


