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THIS WAY UP
Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools

Schools registering for the festival can have unlimited 
members of their staff engaging in the 18 hours of festival 
sessions live or via on demand recordings.   There is a one cost 
per school rate of $250 ex gst.   Individual and student teacher 
rates are also available via the registration link below.

LEADING
EDUCATORS
and speakers from

across the globe including:

Carol Ann Tomlinson
Global Leader on 

differentiation and learning.

INSPIRING 
SESSIONS

addressing key challenges 
facing schools.

INNOVATIVE
PEDAGOGY

PRACTICAL
IDEAS

using digital tools and
engaging texts including:

that are making a difference 
right now in schools.

Join us online from just about anywhere!  Festival highlights include:

Access over 18 hours of professional development live or on demand.

The Developing Creative 
and Divergent Thinking 

Skills session with iPad Art 
Room author Cathy Hunt.

The Limitless session 
which will explore the 

power of using digital tools 
and pedagogies to unlock 

learner potential.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION FOR SCHOOLS

Discover what a Genius Hour 
is and learn how to make 
one work in your school.

Learn how schools are 
catering for U2B students. 

Crowdsourced ideas,
strategies, hints, tips and 
resources from educators

across Australia.

Highlighted sessions include:

The Differentiated Classroom

Making Differentiation a Habit

Growth Mindsets

Differentiation Strategies
for Numeracy

Up from Underachievement

Thinking – the Key to 
Unlocking Learner Potential

Leadership for 
Differentiated Classrooms

Upping the ante for 
Upper 2 Band Learners

Contemporary
Learning Hub 

With schools facing the ongoing challenge of catering for the needs of 
an increasingly diverse range of learners, there is now more than ever 
the need for quality professional development for educators and school 
leaders.   

With this in mind, the Contemporary Learning Hub is bringing together 
leading educators and thinkers from across the globe to share proven 
strategies and innovative pedagogy that can be used to improve 
student learning outcomes.   Join us online throughout March for 
This Way Up – The Online Festival for P‐12 Educators focused on 
addressing the key challenges of how to differentiate learning, increase 
learner engagement, motivate underachievers and up the ante for 
Upper 2 Band learners.   

With over 18 hours of high quality professional development that you 
can access online live or via on demand recordings, the festival is a 
must for any educator or school wanting to level up learning.

The 2016 Online Festival for P-12 Educators
March 1st – 22nd 2016

Diane Heacox
Author of Making 

Differentiation a Habit. 
Leader in the field of

G&T and differentiation.

Lane Clark 
Globally recognised as 
a leader in powerful 

pedagogies, curriculum 
design and thinking.

James Anderson
Leading education 

consultant & certified 
Growth Mindsets trainer



THIS WAY UP
Unlocking Potential 
in Academically Diverse Schools

The 2016 Online Festival 
for P-12 Educators

March 1st - 22nd 2016

Featuring over 18 hours of high quality 
professional development including 
sessions by leading educators and 

thinkers from across the globe including:

Carol Ann Tomlinson
Dianne Heacox

Lane Clark 
James Anderson

Cathy Hunt
Rob Proffitt-White

Register online at www.contemporarylearninghub.com
View the full program and session information on the following pages.

Contemporary
Learning Hub 

Join  in  online  from  just  about  anywhere!



Mar
1

Tuesday 1st March : 7:30 – 8:30am

The Differentiated Classroom
Carol Ann Tomlinson
Professor at the University of Virginia and leading author and
speaker on differentiation.

August
3rd - 6th

Mar
1 Tuesday 1st March : 1:30 – 3:00pm

Making Differentiation a Habit
Diane Heacox 
Leading author and speaker on differentiation and G&T.

The habit of differentiation becomes the way we do the work in today’s 
academically diverse and increasingly challenging classrooms. The 
habit of differentiation results in students enthusiastically engaged in 
learning, experiencing increasing levels of success and gaining 
confidence as learners. We will explore the critical elements that 
distinguish authentic differentiation from indiscriminate teaching tips 
and tricks. In applying these elements, you can be confident that the 
work you do in differentiation is based on a solid foundation of 
research based best practices in teaching and learning. Finally, we will 
examine the specific instructional strategies that exemplify the habit of 
differentiation.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

FESTIVAL KEYNOTE

Start your day with an inspiring session with one of the global leaders and innovators on 
differentiation in education. Carol is an internationally renowned educator, author and speaker on 
differentiation and learning. Her books on differentiation have been translated into twelve languages 
and include How to Differentiate Instruction in a Mixed Ability Classroom, The Differentiated 
Classroom: Responding to the Needs of All Learners, and Leadership for Differentiated Schools and 
Classrooms. Tomlinson has a background in German, English, education, technological studies in 
youth education and drama, reading, speech pathology, gifted education, and curriculum and 
instruction for creative and critical thinking.    

During this session, Carol will explore and provide practical ideas for how we can take on the 
universal and timeless challenge of how we can divide time, resources, and efforts to effectively 
instruct so many students of various backgrounds, readiness and skill levels, and interests.

THIS WAY UP
Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

WEEK  1  PROGRAM    ‐ 1st – 3rd March

Dr. Diane Heacox is a consultant and professional development 
trainer focusing on strategies to increase learning success for all 
students. Dr.Heacox was recognized by the Minnesota Educators of 
Gifted and Talented as a Friend of the Gifted for service to gifted 
education. She is also in the University of St. Thomas Educators 
Hall of Fame for contributions to the field of education.

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



WEEK 1

Mar
3

Thursday 3rd March : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Making learning visible with digital tools
Adrian Greig
Leader of Innovation – Maleny State School

Join ICT leader Adrian Greig online for this session where he'll explore the latest digital and 
multimodal tools that can be used to enable learners of all abilities to communicate their knowledge 
and understanding in creative ways. Adrian is renowned for his innovative work in this area across 
P-12 education contexts. He is the Leader of Innovation at Maleny State School.

Mar
2

Wednesday 2nd March :   6:30 – 7:30pm (AEST Time) 

Developing creative and divergent thinking 
skills through art
Cathy Hunt
Creator of the iPad Art Room and Apple Distinguished Educator

Join leading visual art teacher, author, presenter and educational 
consultant Cathy Hunt for this session where she unpacks how art can be 
used as a vehicle for engaging with creative processes, improving visual 
literacy and divergent thinking skills. Cathy will share how through the 
use of iPads, digital art and creativity, you can unlock the potential of 
learners in your classroom.

This Way Up Festival Competition

As part of the festival, we’re running the This Way Up 

Festival Competition.  This is your chance to share what 

you are doing in your classroom or school and to get an 

opportunity to crowdsource ideas and strategies from 

schools throughout the country.   

If you have a strategy, idea or cool resource or tool 

you’re using that you think rules and enables you to 

support, challenge or engage learners, then we want to 

hear about it.    Email us at clh@meridansc.eq.edu.au and 

tell us in 200 words or less about what you’ve been doing.   

All entries will go into our major festival prize draw to win 

prizes donated by our sponsors.   Entries close on Friday 

18th March at 3pm and winners will be announced on 

Tuesday 22nd March in the Thinking Aloud session.

August
3rd - 6th

WEEK  1  PROGRAM    ‐ 1st – 3rd March

THIS WAY UP

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



WEEK 2 HIGHLIGHTED SESSION

Mar
7

Monday 7th March : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Growth Mindsets
James Anderson
Leading education consultant – Mindful by Design
Certified growth mindsets trainer

August
3rd - 6th

Mar
8 Tuesday 8th March : 9:00 – 10:30am 

Up from Underachievement
Diane Heacox 
Leading author and speaker on differentiation and G&T.

Teachers recognize that not all students are engaged and productive.   
Some students perform well in a single curriculum area but appear to 
be struggling in others.   Some students establish a perplexing pattern 
of doing well or doing nothing.   This session explores well 
documented research on underlying causes of low performance and 
creates distinctions between non-producers, selective producers and 
underachievers.    Participants will be guided through a process for 
diagnosing specific performance issues.    Specific and targeted 
courses of action are suggested.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Join James Anderson for this inspiring session where he 
explores the importance of developing growth mindsets in your 
students.   He will explore how subtle changes to pedagogy, 
assessment and classroom language can have far reaching 
effects on student outcomes.    

James is the first person to be internationally recognised and 
certified as a trainer in Mindsets by Carol Dweck’s Mindset 
Works.  He offers practical tools and strategies to help you 
develop a Growth Mindset in your students.

THIS WAY UP

WEEK  2  PROGRAM    ‐ 7th – 10th March

Dr. Diane Heacox is a consultant and professional development trainer focusing on strategies to 
increase learning success for all students. Dr.Heacox was recognized by the Minnesota Educators 
of Gifted and Talented as a Friend of the Gifted for service to gifted education. She is also in the 
University of St. Thomas Educators Hall of Fame for contributions to the field of education.

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



Mar
9

Wednesday 9th March : 6:30 – 7:30pm

Upping the ante with Upper 2 Band learners
Various guest educators from across Queensland

August
3rd - 6th

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

If you’re looking to up the ante with learning experiences for your Upper 2 Band students, then 
join us online for this online chat.   Our panel of guest educators will be contributing to a rich 
discussion centred on how their school has approached this challenge.   They will unpack what 
has worked, what hasn’t and their plans for continuing to up the ante in the future.    This chat will 
include educators from P-12 learning contexts.

THIS WAY UP

WEEK  2  PROGRAM    ‐ 7th – 10th March

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Mar
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Thursday 10th March : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Differentiation strategies for numeracy that add up in 
Secondary contexts
Rob Proffitt-White
Principal Education Advisor: Australian Curriculum Mathematics - North Coast Region

In his role as Principal Education Advisor –
Australian Curriculum Mathematics, Rob Proffitt-
White has the privilege to work with and mentor 
teachers in classrooms and schools throughout 
Queensland.   

In this session, Rob will share his expertise and 
experiences and will unpack effective strategies 
that can be used to differentiate numeracy 
learning experiences in Secondary contexts. 

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



Mar
15

Tuesday 15th March : 9:00 – 10:30am

Differentiation for Gifted Learners – Going beyond the basics
Diane Heacox 
Leading author and speaker on differentiation and G&T.

August
3rd - 6th

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

Today’s classroom teachers focus on differentiation to meet the 
needs of all students.  However, gifted students have unique learning 
needs that are not addressed by differentiation strategies targeting 
only average, high achieving or struggling learners.   How does 
differentiation go beyond the basics to the needs of gifted/advanced 
learners?   

This session provides participants with a framework that supports the 
advanced pace, sophisticated complexity and greater depth required 
by the gifted/advanced learners.   Practical, do-able, step-by-step 
strategies will be highlighted as part of this session.

THIS WAY UP

WEEK  3  PROGRAM    ‐ 14th – 17th March

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Mar
15

Tuesday 15th March : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Limitless - The role digital tools can have 
in unlocking learner potential
Tim Robinson
Head of Learning Enhancement – Meridan State College

Join leading innovative educator Tim Robinson - Head of Learning 
Enhancement at Meridan State College online for this session which 
will explore the key role digital tools and pedagogies can play in 
supporting, engaging and challenging learners. 

From 3D printers to humanoid robots, Tim uses a vast array of 
current and emerging technologies in his work with students at our 
college and across the region. This session will provide an 
overview of the tools and pedagogies he uses to unlock the potential 
of a diverse range of learners.

Mar
14

Monday 14th March : 3:30 – 4:30pm 

Learner Engagement :  A Whole School Approach
Leadership Team – Meridan State College

In this session, the Leadership team at Meridan State College will provide an overview of our 
whole school approach to unlocking the potential of learners within a large, academically 
diverse school.  They will share strategies and programs that are working both in and beyond 
the classroom across our P-12 college and will provide an overview of how these elements are 
combining to improve learning outcomes and NAPLAN results.  

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



August
3rd - 6th

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

THIS WAY UP

WEEK  3  PROGRAM    ‐ 14th – 17th March

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Mar
17 Thursday 17th March : 3:30 – 4:30pm

Differentiation strategies for numeracy that add up in 
Primary contexts
Rob Proffitt-White
Principal Education Advisor: Australian Curriculum Mathematics - North Coast Region

In his role as Principal Education Advisor, Rob 
Proffitt-White has the privilege to work with and 
mentor teachers across P-12 contexts in 
classrooms and schools throughout Queensland. 

In this session, Rob will share his expertise and 
experiences and will unpack effective strategies 
that can be used to differentiate learning in 
Primary contexts.  

Mar
16

Wednesday 16th March : 6:30 – 7:30pm 

Genius Hours –
Creating Empowered Learners
Various guest educators from across Queensland

Genius Hours are being implemented at schools across the globe 
as a way of empowering students and enabling them to explore 
their passions.    In this session, we will unpack the components of 
a Genius Hour and then invite a panel of guest educators to share 
how they have implemented a Genius Hour in their own school 
context.   

Guest educators from will also share examples of student projects 
and the final products that have been produced by students as part 
of their Genius Hour experience. 

Note:  All times featured in this program are AEST (Brisbane) time.



Mar
21

Monday 21st March : 5:30 – 7:30pm 

Thinking – the Key to Unlocking a Learner’s Potential
Lane Clark
Leading international consultant and thought coach on 
teaching, learning and assessment

August
3rd - 6th

Mar
22

Tuesday 22nd March : 9:00 – 10:30am
Leadership for Differentiated Classrooms
Diane Heacox 
Leading author and speaker on differentiation and G&T.

How do we build school-wide understanding and support for 
differentiated instruction? How do we provide the training and 
leadership for teachers essential to their success in a differentiated 
classroom? Explore how most effective research based practices 
in education connect to the strategies for differentiating instruction 
and how it builds a strong case for differentiated classrooms. 

Discuss a solid rationale for differentiation that can be made with 
parents, teachers and administrators. Identify the degree to which 
your school or district reflects characteristics of differentiated 
instruction and consider next steps for your school site. Come also 
to share your successes and challenges in supporting and 
encouraging differentiated classrooms and the teachers who 
work in them.

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

TWILIGHT SESSION 

Thinking…we do it all the time. It is one of the most natural of 
human processes. But are we thinking skillfully? Are we 
thinking deeply? Is skillful and deep thinking natural? What are 
the implications on learning if our kids are not thinking skillfully 
and as importantly, deeply?  Lane believes that ‘thinking’ is the 
least understood, least addressed and most powerful answer to 
truly unlocking every learner’s potential. When ‘thinking’ is 
deeply understood, teachers can use this knowledge to 
deliberately and strategically design instruction to manipulate a 
learner’s processing so that he is enabled and empowered to 
think and learn at a level commensurate with his true learning 
potential.

This twilight session aims to extend and challenge your current 
understanding of and experience with differentiation, as we 
explore what it means to differentiate the thinking or processing 
of the learner. Deep thinking WILL unlock deep learning!

THIS WAY UP
Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

WEEK  4  PROGRAM    ‐ 21st – 22nd March



August
3rd - 6th

www.contemporarylearninghub.com

THIS WAY UP

WEEK  4  PROGRAM    ‐ 21st  – 22nd March

Unlocking Potential in Academically Diverse Schools Online Festival 2016

Mar
22

Tuesday 22nd March : 3:30 – 4:30pm 

Thinking Aloud
Kristine Kopelke
Head of Department Contemporary Learning 
‐Meridan State College

Join us online for this final session where we’ll invite 
participants to share their thoughts and experiences 
about where they are at and their goals for 
implementing ideas, strategies and programs they 
have discovered as part of the festival.   

We’ll also share the entries and announce the winners 
of our This way up Festival Competition and 
formally close the festival for 2016. 

Festival Disclaimer

Every effort will be made to ensure that festival sessions run at the times indicated.   In the 

event of facilitator illness or unavailability, an alternative session or time will be offered.   As 

session facilitators are joining us from across the globe, session times vary throughout the 

festival.   All session times are AEST (Brisbane) time. Festival cancellations are not possible once 

a school or individual has been provided with the session links and passwords for the festival.   

These will be provided in the week prior to the festival to all registered participants and schools. 
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