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Let the Games Begin!
They’re coming from far and wide.

Thousands of athletes have already poured in to Alice
Springs Airport to take up the challenge of competing in
the 17th Alice Springs Masters Games.
And that’s not to mention the hundreds who have come
via road pulling caravans, trailers and horse floats from all
over the country.
With just under 4,000 athletes and officials who have not
only come from Australia but far flung regions including
Russia, Mongolia, India and Nigeria, these Games are set
to be bigger and better than ever.
The usual friendly camaraderie will be evident as teams
dress up in costume and bright team colours to welcome
old friends and rivals not seen since the 2016 Games.
The remaining participants will be arriving today by air and
road in time for tonight’s spectacular Opening Ceremony.
Teams will be assembling in their sports categories in the
Todd Mall from 5.30pm before marching to the free event
at Anzac Oval at 6pm.
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Crowds can look forward to a show-stopping fireworks
display and entertainment with local band Wolfgang
Amadeus warming up the crowd for the ‘60s sweethearts,
The Swell Sisters.
The trio’s magical voices and colourful, vibrant performance
will have you grabbing your gogo boots and shimmying in
your beehives. Hear songs like Son of a Preacher Man, Be
My Baby, Stop in the Name of Love, Chain of Fools, Will
You Still Love Me Tomorrow and so many more favourites.
And if that wasn’t enough, the show will continue with the
soulful sounds of New Zealand rocker Jon Stevens. Best
known for his work with INXS, Noiseworks and the Dead
Daisies, Stevens promises to have the crowd on their feet.
An encore performance from The Swell Sisters will wrap
up the evening so be sure to stay until the very end.
Entry to the Opening Ceremony is free with food and
drinks available inside the venue. Chairs permitted but no
glass please.

TOMORROW
✔✔ Todd Mall – Morning Markets, 9am – 1pm
✔✔ Gillen Club, 57 Milner Rd – $13.99 roast (lunch and dinner)
✔✔ Lasseters, Barrett Drive – Trivia and Charity auction to
support Make-a-Wish Foundation
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WARNING

With temperatures soaring and an
Extreme UV Index don’t forget to
hydrate regularly and cover up to
avoid heat distress.

✔✔ Club Eastside, 28 Undoolya Rd – Milner Meat Spit Roast from
5.30pm. Live music with Dave Crowe in the beer garden
✔✔ The Rock Bar, 78 Todd St – 25% off our lunch and dinner
menu for all participants (must show accreditation pass).
Happy hour from 4-7pm daily. Live music every night.
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SPORTS
HOROSCOPE
ARIES

Mercury is hanging out in your seventh house of
relationships which means you’re going to get lucky tonight.
I can’t promise a 10/10 but hey, lucky is lucky.

TAURUS
What’s not to be happy about today? You’re in Central
Australia, it’s warm and no one will look at you sideways
if you want to start the day with a tipple … or two.

GEMINI
Geminis are known for their wit, humour, outstanding
intelligence and beauty. Continue being awesome.

CANCER
Time to connect with the universe and understand that
you are merely a vessel. Maybe an empty vessel but
nevertheless, a vessel that makes a lot of noise.

Safety Concerns
force Athletics Move
Athletics Track and Field has a new
home at this year’s Alice Springs
Masters Games.

The event has moved from Traeger
Park at The Gap to Rhonda Diano Oval
on Head Street, Braitling after the park
failed to recover from programmed
works.
Games General Manager Jim Lawrie
made the decision based on athlete
welfare.
“Following an inspection of the ground
it was unfortunately determined that
the surface is too rough and uneven
to ensure safety for athletes during
competition,” he said.
“Athlete safety and wellbeing is
imperative and therefore, the venue
for this year’s competition has been
moved.”

To accommodate Track and Field
events at Rhonda Diano Oval,
scheduled cricket matches have been
moved to Ross Park Oval 2 at East
Side.

“I have to stress that the circumstances
surrounding these changes were out
of the control of everyone involved,”
Mr Lawrie said.
“I thank the Alice Springs Town Council
for their hard work to get the field
ready and their willingness to assist in
the final preparations at the Rhonda
Diano Oval.
“I’d like to also thank the Cricket
Coordinator Neville Hill and the Alice
Springs Cricket Association for their
assistance and willingness to shuffle
venues around at such short notice.
“The co-operation of all involved and
the unselfish assistance and support

offered by everyone, personifies this
fantastic event and I thank everyone
involved for their efforts.”
For those athletes who do turn up
at Traeger Park, a dedicated shuttle
service will be in place from the Park
to Rhonda Diano Oval an hour prior to
Track and Field events commencing.
A return shuttle service will operate
until an hour after each day’s final
presentations.
Those athletes requiring transfers
from other sports to their Track and
Field events will be given priority
bookings through the Transport Office
which is available on 1800 487 287.
The Rhonda Diano Oval is located
approximately 2km from the Alice
Springs CBD.
Track and Field events start tomorrow
and will continue until Wednesday.

Rhonda Diano Oval

LEO

Head Street

The rising of Libra over the second coming of Aquarius brings
the news that you are likely to say one thing and do another
this week. Beware, being wishy washy doesn’t suit you.

VIRGO
The House of the Rising Sun is in your new moon. For some
this will mean butterflies and rainbows. For others it will
mean a pox on your house and all who live in it … sorry.

LIBRA
The rising of the two moons of Uranus indicate you will
meet someone interesting and fun who enjoys skinny
dipping, eating Vegemite straight out of the jar and
has a house full of rodent pets.

Traeger Park

SCORPIO
Clean out that toe jam – it’s time to put on a fresh pair of
socks, pull on those joggers and shine like never before.
Today is your day!

SAGITTARIUS
It’s all bad news. Red dust in your pants, flies buzzing
around your head and bad case of heat rash will haunt
you today. Go back to bed.

CAPRICORN
Size does matter. Nooooo …. I’m talking about heart.
Give it all you’ve got this week. People are watching.

AQUARIUS
I’d really like to say you’re going to come into a lot of
money BUT I’m ethically bound to tell the truth. It’s part
of the Hypocritical Oath. It’s a real thing, look it up.

PISCES
Of course you’re not feeling your best. You’re a fish out of
water in the middle of the desert. But it’s not all doom and
gloom – take a Berocca, have a good bath and you’ll be in
fine form before you know it.
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Around the Traps...
The chocolate doughnut for these Games has been won
already. Day 1 and the official Games photographer
Justin Kennedy managed to lock his photography gear
AND his keys in the boot of his hire car. Doh!

★
Kudos to the intrepid ASMG volunteer and Centralian
Advocate newshound Steve Menzies. Last year he
suffered a debilitating condition that has left him in a
wheelchair. Not one to let a little illness stop him, Steve
has volunteered for #ASMG2018 and will be seen
around the traps interviewing athletes and officials.

★
Shout out to regional radio personality Les Garraway
who has covered every Games since their inception.

It’s not unusual for Les to turn up with some sort
of injury but unusually he’s arrived this year, totally
injury free.

★
On the subject of Les, he and fellow Games legend
Brian Webb have entered the 21st century and will be
vlogging about interesting personalities and general
Games information. You can follow their exploits as
they roam around venues via our Face Book page.
Make sure you like  and share their adventures.

★
If you have interesting tidbits to share, please send
them to yarns@alicespringsmastersgames.com.au
or SMS or call the Media Centre on 0401 119 467.

If you have news or want to give a shout out please SMS or CALL

0401 119 467
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Happy y
Birthda
Jayne Fogden, NT
Joey Hayes, NT
Alby Holding, NT
Jo Isaacson, Vic
Gary Ivey, NT
Alistair
Modrzynski, NSW

Linda North, Vic
Tricia
O’Connor, NT
Ray Saint, Vic
Kathy Simon, SA
Len Warner, Vic

Wayward Bike won’t Stop Ivan
Spare a thought for Games cyclist Ivan Howes who
has had a bit of bad luck already – he arrived in Alice
Springs yesterday but his $17,000 road bike failed to
make the trip.

Ian has attended three previous Alice Springs Masters
Games and has been in training for the 2018 Games for
two years.

The Victorian cyclist checked his track bike and road bike
in at Melbourne’s Tullamarine Airport and was eagerly
looking forward to his fourth Alice Springs Masters Games.

“I used to live here while I was doing my PhD on foetal
alcohol syndrome and children who were on the autism
spectrum.

The aircraft was cruising on its journey north when he was
approached by an air stewardess.
“She said ‘we think we might not have loaded on one of
your bike cases’,” he said.
“It’s just horrible.”
But the former world title holder hasn’t let the news of his
missing bike dampen his enthusiasm. He plans to make a
strong showing – even if he doesn’t have his carbon fibre
bike.
“I told one of the officials that I’m going to get my running
shoes out and I’ll run the course,” he said.
“I’m not going to let those cyclists get away with it.”

“Alice Springs holds a pretty special place for me,” he said.

“I worked with a lot of Indigenous mums and I’m hoping
that I might run into them or their kids who would be 13 or
14 years old now.”
Ian works in child protection in Melbourne and said
competing at the Games provided a much-needed break
from his job.
“It’s fun and enjoyable and the Games are a real credit to
Alice Springs,” he said.
“I’m very appreciative to those cycling officials who do such
a great job in organising all the cycling events.”
Ian’s bike is being sent to Alice Springs via Darwin and will
hopefully arrive in time for the cycling criterium tomorrow.

Photo Caption Competition
SMS 0401 119 467 with your name,
Accreditation ID (on your Accreditation Pass)
and a caption for today’s photo. The best
caption will win a prize. Winners announced in
the next edition of The Friendly Times.

Give Yourself a
Sporting Chance
The doctors, physios and sports trainers
at Sports Med have shined up their
stethoscopes, tested their thermometers
and counted their bandages ready for
the dozens of athletes who will need their
services this week.

Dr Harris said that while the team will
be based at Traeger Park, doctors and
physios would be available at most events.

Head doctor Greg Harris said the Sports
Med team expected to see a lot of torn
muscles, hamstrings and calves. Not to
mention sore joints, joint sprains and
general medical illnesses.

“It can get very busy so leave yourself
enough time to get taping done.”

“What we don’t want to see is too many
people with heat illness,” he said.
“Athletes need to remember to drink
plenty of water in this heat.”
Dr Harris, who hails from Ballarat and
has been to several Alice Springs Masters
Games, is heading up a team of seven
doctors, eight physios and numerous
sports trainers based at Traeger Park. The
team has a mixture of ‘newbies’ and health
professionals who return every Games.
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“Our physios are available for taping but
the message is ‘don’t leave it until the last
minute’,” he said.

Dr Harris said the Sports Med team could
deal with minor injuries and facilitate
further treatment such as x-rays or
pathology tests if required.
He stressed that if athletes or participants
suffered a critical health incident they
should call 000.
The Sports Med office at Traeger Park is
open from 8am to 10pm every day. Games
participants can present at Traeger Park
or phone 1800 4UR DOC (1800 487 362).
Services can be bulk billed through
Medicare while private health insurance
may be applicable in some cases.
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From
7:00am

Shooting Pistols

Alice Springs Pistol Club

8:00am

Motorcycling

Alice Springs Motorcycle Club

8:00am

Shooting Clay Target

Alice Springs Clay Target Gun Club

8:30am

Lawn Bowls

Alice Springs Golf Club

From
8:30am

Shooting Sporting
Shooters

Alice Springs Shooting Complex

Archery

Dead Centre Bowhunters Club

9:00am 3:00pm
10:00am 2:00pm

Badminton

OLSH Marian Centre

10:00am

Darts

Mixed Doubles, Gillen Club

10:00am

Tenpin

The Dustbowl

Cricket

Paul Fitzsimons Oval (Formally
CDU Oval), Jim McConville Park &
Ross Park Oval #2

11:00am

1:00pm

Swimming

Alice Springs Aquatic & Leisure
Centre

Be Friendly
these Games
Be social, share your pictures, thoughts and
triumphs with the Alice Springs Master Games
community.

We’re particularly looking for any photos that show
your team’s outrageous costumes or colours. The
brighter and wackier the better. At the end of the
Games, the image with the most likes will win a
prize.

So get snapping and share your pictures on Face
Book  at facebook.com/alicespringsmastersgames
or on  Twitter @friendly_games.
Use the hashtag #ASMG2018 and #friendlygames
or #redcentre to really spread the word.
#ASMG2018 #friendlygames
#itsallabouthavingfun
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www.alicespringsmastersgames.com.au
SAT 20

Steiner School, Ragonesi Road

FRI 19

Half Marathon

THU 18

6:00am
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Whats On Today

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

SPORT

VENUE

Archery

Dead Centre Bowhunters Club in the Alice Springs Shooting Complex.
Entry is off Ilparpa Rd (not through the main shooting complex entry).

Athletics – Masters Mile

Alice Springs Town Council, Todd Street. Alice Springs, NT 0870

Athletics – Road & Cross Country

Alice Springs Desert Park (Larapinta Drive), Ragonesi Road (Ross NT 0870),
Alice Springs Telegraph Station (Herbert Heritage Dr, Stuart NT 0870),
Simpsons Gap (Darken Drive)

Athletics – Track & Field

Rhonda Diano Oval, Braitling NT

Badminton

Marian Centre, OLSH Sadadeen Campus, Sadadeen Road, Alice Springs NT
0870

Baseball

Lyel Kempster Baseball Park, Speed St, Alice Springs NT 0870

Basketball

Traeger Park Stadium, Traeger Ave, Alice Springs, NT 0870

BMX

Len Kittle Drive, Ilparpa NT 0870

Boxing

Alice Springs Youth & Community Centre

●

●

●

Cricket

Various - Paul Fitzsimons Oval ( Formally CDU Oval, Grevillea Drive, Eastside), Jim
McConville Oval (Memorial Avenue, Gillen), Ross Park, East Side NT 0870

●

●

●

●

●

●

Cycling

Lasseters (Barrett Drive), Flynn’s Grave - Larapinta Drive (6km west from CBD),
Road to Santa Teresa (1km past the roundabout), Velodrome - Dalgety Road
(off North Stuart Highway), Tom Brown Roundabout,
Hungy Jacks Car Park (Stuart Highway)

●

●

●

●

●

Darts

Gillen Glub, 52 Milner Road Alice Springs

●

●

●

●

●

●

Eightball

Club Eastside, 28 Undoolya Rd, Eastside NT

●

●

●

●

●

●

Equestrian

Blatherskite Park - Len Kittle Drive, Alice Springs, NT 0870

●

●

●

●

●

●

Functional Fitness

Central Outback Crossfit, 2/5 Whittaker Street, Alice Springs

●

●

●

Go Karting

Arunga Park Speedway Complex - Herbert Heritage Dr, Stuart NT 0870

Golf

Alice Springs Golf Club - Cromwell Drive, Alice Springs NT 0870

●

●

●

●

●

●

Hockey

Traeger Park Hockey Grounds via Traeger Ave, Alice Springs NT 0870

●

●

●

●

●

●

Indoor Beach Volleyball

Desert Sands Indoor Beach Volleyball - 11 Kennett Crt Alice Springs, NT
0870

●

●

●

●

●

Lawn Bowls

Alice Springs Golf Club, Cromwell Dr

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Model Aircraft Flying

Peddler Field, Undoolya Road (Approximatley 4.5km out of Alice
Springs)

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Motorcycling

Alice Springs Motorcycle Club, Illparpa, NT 0870,
Alice Springs Off Road Club, Mt Orramina Maryvale Road

●

Mountain Biking

Telegraph Station and Alice Springs Golf Club

●

Netball

Pat Gallagher Netball Centre, Eastside, NT 0870

●

●

Orienteering

St Phillips College, Ulpaya Rd, Alice Springs Telegraph Station Historical Reserve,
Herbert Heritage Drive, Alice Springs Golf Club, Cromwell Drive

●

●

Shooting - Clay Target

Alice Springs Clay Target Club, Ross Hwy, Ross NT 0870

●

●

●

●

Shooting - Pistol

Alice Springs Pistol Club, Undoolya Rd, Eastside, NT 0870

●

●

●

●

●

Shooting - Sporting

Alice Springs Shooting Complex, Butler Rd

●

●

●

●

Softball

Jim McConville Park, Memorial Ave, Gillen, NT 0870

●

●

●

Squash

Alice Springs Squash Centre, 13 Gap Rd

Swimming

Alice Springs Aquatic & Leisure Centre, Speed St, Alice Springs, NT
0870

Table Tennis

Marian Centre, OLSH Sadadeen Campus, Sadadeen Rd, Alice Springs NT
0870

Tennis

Traeger Park Tennis Courts, 5 Traeger Ave, Alice Springs, NT 0870

Tenpin Bowling

Alice Springs Dustbowl, 29 Gap Rd, Alice Springs, NT 0870

Touch

Flynn Park, Lot 3672 Adamson Avenue, Gillen NT 0870

Triathlon & Duathlon

Duathlon - Simpsons Gap (Larapinta Drive, Alice Springs, NT 0870) &
Triathlon - Alice Springs Aquatic & Leisure Centre
(10 Speed Street Alice Springs, NT 0870)

●
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●
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●

●

●

●

●

●

●
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