Retirement village apartments marketed as
smoke-free in Western Australia
Alchera Living, a not-for-profit organisation that operates four independent living retirement villages
in the City of Melville, is leading the way in Western Australia with its marketing of smoke-free
apartments.
Its latest development, The Reserve at Weeronga in Willagee, is being marketed as a ‘breath of fresh
air’ with its adoption of a comprehensive smoke-free policy as part of its commitment to promoting
healthy lifestyles.
The Reserve holds 36 high standard apartments with sales
presently underway. The smoke-free environment will ensure
residents, carers, invitees, employees, board members, contractors
and other visitors are protected from the dangers of exposure to
second-hand smoke.
The policy was championed by Hon Barry Hodge, Former Minister
for Health and current Board member of Alchera Living, who saw
the opportunity with the new development to recognise the
benefits of smoke-free multi-unit housing and contacted the
Australian Council on Smoking and Health (ACOSH) for support.
“One of the most reassuring and encouraging facts to the Alchera Living Board was knowing that Mr
Gary Dempsey, a leading Perth property developer, successfully developed and sold smoke-free
multi-unit apartment complexes in Scarborough and North Fremantle,” said Mr Hodge.
The existing retirement villages operated by Alchera Living have introduced a smoke-free by-law,
including a grandfather clause to assist with the transition to a smoke-free complex. The grandfather
clause allows existing residents to smoke within their own home but all new residents will be required
to comply with the smoke-free policy.
“I am confident that the lead shown in Western Australia by Gary Dempsey in the development of
smoke-free conventional apartment complexes, and the initiative shown by Alchera Living in the field
of smoke free retirement apartments and villages, will pave the way for this to become the accepted,
normal practice in this state and across Australia,” Mr Hodge said.
For more information about the developments by Alchera Living, please visit
www.alcheraliving.com.au
If you would like assistance with smoke-free policies in aged-care facilities, please contact
acosh@acosh.org or visit www.acosh.org

