
c h i l d r e n ’ s

APRIL 2021
n e w  b o o k s 



PRINCESS BENJAMINA HAS A 
VERY CHEEKY BUM

 Claire Hooper, illustrated by Jackie 
Nguyen

Albert Street Books
9781760876579  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |   Picture Book

When you are trying to find your inner voice, sometimes you 
need to look behind you! 

Princess Benjamina has a very cheeky bum.
And wherever Benjamina went, her bum was sure to come.
It didn't fluff. It didn't smell. It didn't make a mess.
Instead it liked to shout things that embarrassed the princess . . .

Princess Benjamina's talking bum gets her into all sorts of 
mischief. But now Benji has a plan to get to the bottom of the 
matter—a clever plan that will shoosh her tush for good, or at 
least for the night of the Royal Ball . . . A gloriously funny, warm-
hearted story that blows a big raspberry at stereotypes! For ages 
3-6.

Claire Hooper is an accomplished stand-up comedian, TV 
presenter, podcaster and columnist known for The Great 
Australian Bakeoff, Good News Week and more. Jackie Nguyen 
is an Australian illustrator and visual development artist.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HELLO, BABY! 
Shelly Unwin, Illustrated by 

Jedda Robaard

Allen & Unwin
9781760876074  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |   Picture Book

An adorable picture book that celebrates the 
arrival of a new baby, with gorgeous illustrations 
by the bestselling illustrator of It's Not Scribble 

to Me

Here you are. Look at you!
Tiny, precious, all brand-new.
At first you were a beating heart,
Now your life's about to start . . . Hello, Baby!

A sweet story that perfectly captures the 
special feelings that arrive with a new baby and 
to welcome that bundle of joy into hearts and 
homes. For ages 0+.

Shelly Unwin is the author of Blast Off! and 
There's a Baddie Running Through this Book. 
She lives in Canberra. Jedda Robaard is the 
author-illustrator of the Little Creatures series. 
She lives in Victoria.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin   9781760876074      $19.99     HB    Picture Book    
NZ$22.99

THE KATHA CHEST 
Radhiah Chowdhury, 

illustrated by Lavanya 
Naidu

Allen & Unwin
9781760524326  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |   Picture Book

A beautiful story about family, culture and 
connectedness—the first Australian picture book 

to celebrate Bangladeshi culture

Six-year-old Asiya loves to go to Nanu's house. 
Best among all Nanu's treasures is the big old 
chest filled with quilts that tell the stories of the 
women in Asyia's family—artists and teachers, 
university students and farm workers, sisters, 
mothers, aunts. The soft quilts—and the rich 
family connections they contain—keep Asiya 
warm and comforted, even when Nanu herself is 
gone. For ages 3-6.

Radhiah Chowdhury is an editor and author of 
Jumble. She lives in Sydney. Lavanya Naidu is 
an award-winning children's book Illustrator. 
Born in India, she now lives in Melbourne.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin   9781760524326    $24.99     HB    Picture Book   NZ$ 
27.99



WHERE'S MRS CAR? 
Camilla Reid, illustrated by 

Ingela P Arrhenius 

Nosy Crow
9781839940613  |  $12.99  |    |  BD BK  |  Picture Book

The original, award-winning Felt Flap series—
perfect for babies and toddlers!

Each title in this stylish series has five spreads 
with friendly characters to find behind colourful 
felt flaps. In Where's Mrs Car?, you're on the 
lookout for Mr Train, Mrs Plane, Mr Boat and 
Mrs Car herself! Lift the final flap and there's a 
surprise mirror—always a hit with the little ones. 
Parents adore these books because they are 
beautiful but tough enough to withstand even 
the most enthusiastic of young readers. And 
children love them because they are just so much 
fun. For ages 0-2.

Camilla Reid has written, conceived and edited 
children's books for over twenty years. Ingela P 
Arrhenius is a Swedish illustrator and designer.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosy Crow     9781839940613     $12.99     BD BK   Picture Book     
NZ$14.99

FRED GETS DRESSED 
Peter Brown

Templar
9781787419506  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

An exuberant new picture book from NYT 
bestselling author/illustrator Peter Brown

Fred loves to be naked! He romps around his 
house naked and wild and free. Until he romps 
into his parents' bedroom and is inspired, finally, 
to get dressed. But there's so much in the 
wardrobe! What will Fred choose? 

Peter Brown is the award-winning creator of 
The Wild Robot, The Curious Garden, Children 
Make Terrible Pets and Mr. Tiger Goes Wild. He 
lives in the USA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Templar    9781787419506     $14.99     PB     Picture Book    NZ$16.99



OFF THE MAP
Scot Gardner

Allen & Unwin
9781760877101  |  $19.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

By turns dark and light, funny and poignant, 
this unforgettable collection of stories takes us 
right to the heart of what it means to be young 
in today's world, from a CBCA award-winning 

author

We ran and slipped and swore and bumped into 
each other. Nick's phone beeped like a dying bird. 
If it died, we'd be in total darkness.

Getting lost, falling in love, pushing boundaries, 
exploring the world—powerfully honest stories to 
make you think and feel. For ages 14-18.

'Off the Map is a stunning smorgasbord of short 
stories—each one a treat to be savoured. These 
are stories that stroll through the Australian 
landscape with measured, confident, steps 
that never miss a beat . . . you're in for a wild, 
funny and profoundly moving journey.' - Barry 
Jonsberg, author of My Life as an Alphabet

Scot Gardner is the award-winning author of 
Happy as Larry and The Dead I Know. He lives 
in Victoria.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin   9781760877101    $19.99    PB    YA   NZ$22.99

MIRROR'S EDGE: 
IMPOSTORS 3
Scott Westerfeld

Allen & Unwin
9781760528263  |  $24.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

A secret mission. False identities. Surveillance 
dust. High stakes. The heart-stopping third book 

in the New York Times bestselling Impostors 
series

With her father still in power, Frey must return 
home to Shreve on a secret mission, while her 
sister Rafi gathers an army against him. Frey and 
Col must enter the lion's den to rescue Boss X, 
but Frey's father has eyes everywhere. Even with 
her camo-surged face and a new identity, every 
minute risks discovery and disaster.

In this city under surveillance, nothing is what it 
seems on the surface. How will she know who to 
trust? For ages 13+.

Scott Westerfeld is best known as the multi-
award-winning author of the Uglies series, and 
the Leviathan and Zeroes trilogies. He lives in 
Sydney and New York.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin    9781760528263     $24.99     PB     YA   NZ$27.99



HUDA AND ME
H. Hayek

Allen & Unwin
9781760526023  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction 

A cheeky, fun and fast-moving tale of two 
Lebanese-Australian kids who decide to escape 
their horrible babysitter by running away . . . to 

the other side of the world

When their parents have to travel to Beirut 
unexpectedly, twelve-year-old Akeal and his 
six siblings are horrified to be left behind in 
Melbourne with the dreaded Aunt Amel as their 
babysitter. Things do not go well, and Akeal's 
naughty little sister, Huda, hatches a bold plan to 
escape. After stealing Aunt Amel's credit card to 
buy plane tickets to Lebanon, Huda persuades 
her reluctant favourite brother to come with 
her. So begins Huda and Akeal's hair-raising 
and action-packed journey to reunite with their 
parents half a world away, in a city they've grown 
up dreaming about but have never seen.

A fresh and funny story of sibling love, adventure 
and courage, Huda and Me is one of a kind. For 
ages 9-13.

H. Hayek is a journalist and teacher. Born 
to Lebanese-Australian parents, she lives in 
Melbourne. 

Allen & Unwin    9781760526023    $14.99    PB   Middle Fiction    
NZ$16.99

A CLASS FULL OF LIZARDS: 
THE GRADE SIX SURVIVAL 

GUIDE 2 
Alison Hart

Allen & Unwin
9781760877378  |  $14.99  |    |  Junior Fiction

Jesse McCann is back with even more hilarious 
antics as he navigates his last year of primary 

school 

Jesse McCann thought he'd finally nailed Grade 
Six. He had saved his brother from near-
blindness, survived an exploding toilet and a 
camp with clothes-eating goats. But now it's 
term three: his 'buddy' Thomas thinks school 
rules are optional, his best friend is in the 
Principal's office, and his teacher is watching 
him like a hawk, determined to catch Jesse doing 
something wrong. On top of that he's got to do a 
presentation on Celebrate Learning Day and he 
can't remember learning anything! It's going to 
be a bumpy end of year. For ages 8-12.

Alison Hart is the author of School Rules are 
Optional. She lives in Victoria.

 
 

 
 

Allen & Unwin    9781760877378      $14.99   Junior Fiction     NZ$16.99



THE BOY WHO MET A WHALE
Nizrana Farook

Nosy Crow
9781788009430  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

A thrilling adventure set in a fictional Sri Lanka 
jam-packed with peril and kidnap and a huge 

blue whale!

Razi, a local fisherboy, is watching turtle eggs 
hatch when he sees a boat bobbing into view. 
With a chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging 
over the side . . . Inside is Zheng, who's escaped a 
shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and 
missing treasure. But the villains who are after 
Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, 
too. And so begins an exhilarating adventure in 
the shadow of the biggest sea monster of them 
all. For ages 9-12.

Nizrana Farook is the author of The Girl Who 
Stole an Elephant. Born in Sri Lanka, she now 
lives in the UK.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nosy Crow      9781788009430        $14.99     PB    Middle Fiction     
NZ$16.99

BANDIT'S DAUGHTER 
Kung Fu Girl in Ancient China

Simon Mason

Pushkin Children's
9781782692737  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  History

An extraordinary true adventure story—how the 
bandit’s daughter Mu Guiying became a great 

general in Ancient China

At the beginning of the 11th century, General 
Yang sends his son Zongbao to exterminate 
the bandit living in Dragon-Taming Wood. In 
the forest, Zongbao is surprised by the bandit's 
teenage daughter, a kung fu prodigy, who 
challenged him to unarmed combat. Her deal? If 
Zongbao wins, she will lead him to her father's 
secret hideout. If she wins, she will take him to 
her father as her prisoner.

So begins Mu Guiying's extraordinary story, 
which will end with a spectacular battle for the 
destiny of her country. For ages 8+.

Simon Mason is the author of The Quigleys, 
Moon Pie and the YA crime thriller series 
featuring Garvie Smith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pushkin Children's   9781782692737     $14.99    PB      History    
NZ$16.99



HOW TO SPOT A MUM 
Donna Amey, illustrated by 

Aura Lewis

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711261020  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  First Fiction

Everyone has an idea of what a mum is, and 
each one does the job slightly differently. In 
How to Spot a Mum, we meet all different 
types of mum, from the Chatty Mum who's 
always got a story, to the Rebel Mum who 
never reads the instructions. This tongue-in-
cheek tribute and ‘Spotter's Guide' to mums 
is the perfect Mother's Day gift and can be 
enjoyed by mothers and children alike. For 
ages 5+.

Donna Amey writes stories and games for 
children as Stories from Your Auntie. Aura 
Lewis is an author-illustrator in New York 
City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wide Eyed Editions    9780711261020      $19.99    HB   First 
Fiction    NZ$22.99

INVENTED BY ANIMALS 
Christiane Dorion, illustrated 

by Gosia Herba

Wide Eyed Editions
9780711260658  |  $24.99  |    |  HB  |  Natural World

Humans think they invent everything, but 
the fact is, animals have invented ways 
of solving problems, making unbelievable 
materials, ways of getting around and 
working out how to survive on their own for 
millions of years. Meet the animal innovators 
who have created things that people use 
every day from the shark who invented a 
pair of swimming shorts so fast they were 
banned from the Olympic games, to the snail 
who invented a house that stays cool even in 
the desert. For ages 7-10.

Christiane Dorion is an award-winning 
author and educational consultant. Gosia 
Herba is an illustrator and art historian 
originally from Poland. 

 

 
Wide Eyed Editions    9780711260658     $24.99     HB    Natural 

World    NZ$27.99

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
UNDERPANTS 

Christine Van Zandt

Becker Meyer
9780760370605  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Humour

From bloomers to boxers, everyone wears 
underwear! One part humour, one part 
history, The Brief History of Underpants 
explores the evolution of fashions most 
unmentionable garment. Zany illustrations 
add to the humour, and step-by-step 
instructions teach real dyeing and washing 
techniques used hundreds of years ago. 
Interact with the topic directly by turning 
the reveal wheel on the front cover to see 
underwear evolve through the ages. For 
ages 4-8.

Christine Van Zandt is an American literary 
editor and freelance writer.

Becker Meyer   9780760370605     $14.99     PB     Humour   
NZ$16.99



ARE YOU SMARTER THAN 
A SHARK? 

Learn how sharks survive in their watery 
world!

David George Gordon

Becker Meyer
9780760370452  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  Natural World

Discover what makes a shark a shark, and 
what makes them different from other fish. 
Learn about countershading, mermaid's 
purses, dermal denticles and more. Explore 
a shark's watery world and meet their finny 
friends and weird relatives. Test your senses 
against a shark's senses. Best yet, Are You 
Smarter Than A Shark? has humour. Punny 
jokes and cartoon illustrations, along with 
robust information, make this a book you'll 
want to dive into again and again. For ages 
6-10. 

David George Gordon is the award-wining 
American author of twenty books on topics 
that range from whales to cockroaches. 
 

Becker Meyer   9780760370452    $19.99     HB    Natural World     
NZ$22.99

GERALD NEEDS A FRIEND
Robin Boyden

Frances Lincoln Children's
9780711252097  |  $12.99  |    |  PB  |  Picture Book

A fun, heartfelt new picture book about 
the joy of play time and power of making 
friends. Gerald lives alone. Every day is the 
same, and that suits Gerald just fine. Until 
one day, when an amazing travelling market 
comes to town! Gerald has so much fun 
playing with the two mice that run it that 
he forgets all about his routine. Can Gerald 
learn that having everything you need is 
no fun unless you have someone to share it 
with? For ages 3-6.

Robin Boyden is a freelance illustrator 
based in the South West of England. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frances Lincoln Children's     9780711252097     $12.99       PB     
Picture Book    NZ$14.99

THE DEEP-SEA DUKE
Lauren James

Barrington Stoke
9781781129593  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  YA

Dive into a strange new world with a truly 
imaginative look at the climate crisis in this 
breathtaking companion to The Starlight 
Watchmaker. Hugo is spending the holidays 
on his friend Dorian's home planet, Hydrox 
when they discover problems afoot. A 
race of butterflies has evacuated their 
now-uninhabitable planet, and Hydrox is 
struggling to find space for the refugees. 
Meanwhile, deep in the seas, a strange 
creature is on a path of destruction . . . For 
ages 13+.

Lauren James is the acclaimed British 
author of The Loneliest Girl in the Universe, 
The Quiet at the End of the World and The 
Next Together series.
 
 
 

Barrington Stoke     9781781129593     $14.99    PB     YA   
NZ$16.99



THE STORM KEEPERS' 
BATTLE: STORM KEEPER 

TRILOGY 3 
Catherine Doyle

Bloomsbury
9781526607966  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Middle Fiction

The highly anticipated epic finale to 
the bestselling Storm Keeper trilogy is 
everything fans could have dreamed of ...  
Fionn Boyle, Storm Keeper of Arranmore, is 
facing the fight of his life. The terrifying all-
powerful sorceress Morrigan has been raised 
from the dead and has sealed off the island 
from all help. With only two candles left to 
burn, will Fionn master his powers in time to 
stop her? For ages 9-11.

Catherine Doyle is the award-winning 
author of The Storm Keeper's Island. She 
lives in Ireland. 
 
 
 
 

Bloomsbury     9781526607966      $14.99     PB   Middle Fiction      
NZ$16.99

THE SMIDGENS 
David O'Connell, 

illustrated by Teemu Juhani

Bloomsbury
9781526607768  |  $14.99  |    |  PB  |  Junior Fiction

Gafferty Sprout is a Smidgen. A Smidgen 
looks like a human and sounds like a 
human . . . if humans were three inches tall. 
Generations ago there were lots of them, 
living in a maze of tunnels beneath the 
human village of Dundoodle. Now Gafferty, 
her parents and her little brothers Gobkin 
and Grub are the only ones left. Or are they? 
The first book in a funny, magical adventures 
series about tiny people having ENORMOUS 
adventures. For ages 7+.

David O'Connell is the British author of The 
Chocolate Factory Ghost. Teemu Juhani is a 
Finnish illustrator, comic artist and graphic 
designer.
 
 
 
 
 

Bloomsbury    9781526607768      $14.99    PB     Junior Fiction     
NZ$16.99

LOOK BOOK 
Dan Marshall

Pantera
9780648748809  |  $19.99  |    |  HB  |  ABC Book

Do you see what I see? Is that a vegetable 
or a volcano? Is that ice cream an island? 
I think that lollipop might be a ladybug! 
Dynamic and beautifully designed, Look 
Book is the interactive 'this or that' alphabet 
book that shows me one thing and you 
another! Dive inside this colourful collection 
and see if you can find a new way of looking 
at things. For ages 0-5.

Dan Marshall is a Sydney designer and 
author of Mind Blown.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pantera    9780648748809    $19.99      HB      ABC Book       
NZ$22.99
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MIX IT UP! 
Herve Tullet

Allen & Unwin
9781760878733  |  $14.99  |    |  NEW IN BOARD BOOK

From the creator of Press Here comes a 
joyful exploration of colour that will enchant 
young and old, in an age-appropriate board 
book edition. For ages 2-6.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen & Unwin   9781760878733    $14.99   NEW IN BOARD BOOK   
NZ$16.99


