
For over two centuries, many stories of the injustice 
faced by Indigenous Australians have gone unheard.
This has left a wound in the spirit of our nation that needs to be named and addressed.

“Closing the Gap” is a phrase most Australians are familiar with when it comes to the nation’s/governments 

approach to the injustice faced by Indigenous Australians. But a recent report on Indigenous and 

Non-Indigenous Relations in Churches by NCLS reveals the church has its own ‘gap’ when it comes to 

Indigenous Relationships.

The report reveals that while church leaders and churchgoers are eager to see change and want to do 

things differently, they just don’t know where to begin.

Who was surveyed?

Indigenous and Non-Indigenous 
Relations in Churches

Church leaders and attendees are eager to see change and want to do things differently.

2377
Churches

1082
Senior leaders

1380
Attendees

14
Denominations



The report indicates that church leaders believe relationship is important - but relationships rarely exist.

What is the church gap?

The relational gap

Despite their desire to build stronger relationships and take positive steps, the majority of churches don’t 

understand how they should or could be responding.

74% of churches don’t know what their denominational position is on reconciliation - and this may hold 

them back from greater action.

Only 1 in 3 churches have ever done an Acknowledgment of Country, or engaged with local elders.

74% of church attendees don’t know if their church has made an apology for injustices.

Prayer is seen as important (39% of church leaders see it as an important way to contribute to the spiritual 

work of reconciliation) - but 1 in 2 churches have never had a prayer focus on Indigenous ministries and 

reconciliation.

Only 2% of churches are heavily involved in Indigenous-specific ministries, 15% have some involvement and 

40% say there is limited or no opportunity in their area for this type of ministry.

But this doesn’t mean that they’re supporting Indigenous communities financially. In fact, only 4% of church 

attendees make financial contributions to the task of reconciliation, and 54% have never donated to 

organisations/ministries that work with Indigenous issues.

And lastly, in a nation where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples regularly ask for non-indigenous citizens 

to stand with them in policy and cultural issues, only 4% of church attendees have engaged in public advocacy.

Over two-thirds (69%) of 
church leaders believe the 
most important way for 
churches to contribute to 
reconciliation is to build 
intentional relationships with 
local Indigenous Australians

Almost half (48%) of church 
attendees agreed that their 
local church should do more 
to build relationships with 
Aboriginal people

76% 76% of churches have 
no direct relationship 
with Indigenous people

69%
69% of churches have never 
built intentional relationships 
with local indigenous 
Australians

BUT 83%
83% of churches have 
never invited an indigenous 
speaker, or held a workshop 
or event on indigenous issues

Approximately two-thirds 
(62%) of church attendees 
expressed agreement 
that churches should 
more actively promote 
reconciliation

BUT

BUT

The relational gap

The action gap


