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Directors Message 

WELCOME TO THE SECOND ISSUE OF TA TALK 

November was another busy month for us here at ATA.  We are very proud to 

announce that ATA has formed a partnership with Kawana Waters State 

College (KWSC), to develop a professional learning model that 

demonstrates the principles of effective collaborative practices in schools. 

We have begun the consultative process and held our first meeting with a 

mix of teacher aides, teachers and school leaders.  The professional learning 

model will be available to all schools throughout Australia later in 2016.   

We were also delighted to be invited to talk with some student teacher aides 

at a large training organisation in south-east Queensland. Participants were 

enthusiastic about the idea of a national professional learning network, and 

their feedback drew our attention to their professional learning needs and 

validated some of our ideas for future topics. Read what the student teacher 

aides had to say on page two of this newsletter. 

We officially celebrated the launch of ATA in the last week of November with 

a cocktail party, which doubled as a thank you to colleagues, friends, and 

family who have supported us and contributed to our achievements so far.  

You might have seen a few happy snaps on the ATA Facebook page. 

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and 

happy holiday season.  ATA will be taking a short break from the 24th 

December 2015 to the 4th January 2016.  We look forward to seeing, and 

hearing, from you next year.  Meanwhile, take care :) 

Stella Liliendal  & Mandy Bell  
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Stella Liliendal and Mandy Bell, ATA Directors 

https://www.facebook.com/AustralianTeacherAide


 

WHAT DO NEW TEACHER AIDES WANT? 

In November, ATA visited a large training organisation in SE Queensland to meet with a group of teacher aide students 

who were excited to be graduating from Certificate III and IV in Education Support. 

Having been involved in the development and delivery of the 

national Education Support training package, for over 10 years, 

we were aware that no matter how thorough the training, there 

will always be specific skills and knowledge that teacher aides 

need to learn through their work at school, or through continuous 

professional development. 

A few of the graduating teacher aide students had already secured 

regular work at schools, but most had gained their work 

experience from supervised practical placements, as part of their 

studies.  

We were keen to hear about their experiences as student teacher aides, about to enter the workforce. So we asked the 

group to tell us about the skills they believed they still needed to learn in the workplace, and the kind of professional 

learning opportunities they were looking for, through our ATA member site.  Their feedback focused on four areas, as 

follows: 

1. The TA Role 

The role of the TA is incredibly diverse, from supporting students in prep to working with secondary school students on 

subjects such as science, technology and math (STEM), and includes specialist skills such as learning and disability 

support. The group agreed that the first challenge was to know what was required in different TA roles, before gaining 

employment at a school. This is equally true for teacher aides who may be just starting out in their career, or for TAs who 

move from one part of the school to another. 

2. Professional Learning 

The TA students also talked about their need for information about specific programs, such as those commonly used by 

schools for literacy and numeracy support. 

Another example was during our recent Forum, where we talked with a group of highly experienced teacher aides.  In 

Queensland, students in year seven now attend secondary school, in line with other States, and the secondary TAs said 

they did not have experience supporting the learning and behavior needs of this adolescent group. 

Even the experienced TAs we talked with, at a large P-12 College, described the difficulties they face, when asked to work 

in a new faculty area. 

3. Professional Development Calendar 

A suggestion was made that there is a lot of interesting professional development on offer, around the country, but that it 

is sometimes difficult for teacher aides to find the information. 

4. A Job Board  

A great idea that the students put forward was to have a job board. Teacher aides would be able to check the calendar for 

available jobs, and schools could advertise vacancies. 

ATA has listened to all of the feedback from the groups of teacher aides we talked with in 2015, and our promise is to 

continue to be responsive to the needs of teacher aides and educators, throughout Australia. We will keep our members up 

to date and look forward to bringing you some very new and exciting ideas in 2016!  

http://www.australianteacheraide.com.au/for-teacher-aides/education-support-qualifications
http://www.australianteacheraide.com.au/members


  

NEW RESOURCES  

DECEMBER 2015: Snapshots: 27 Years On – How the Role of the 

Teacher Aide has Changed 

JANUARY 2016: Literacy Support Skills for Teacher Aides 

Topic 1 is about Vocabulary Support and can be used with students at all 

year levels. The first program will show you how to introduce reading 

vocabulary, using Marzano’s Steps 1-3. 

You will receive an email notification from us when we upload this new 

resource into the Members area.  

WHAT’S TRENDING ON FACEBOOK? 

There were fireworks on the 11th November when we announced the opening 

of the ATA website.  Once again, our very supportive Facebook fans liked and 

shared our exciting news with enthusiasm.  We owe massive thanks for the 

91 likes and 53 shares on this post. 

Our first ATA cocktail party is on record on Facebook.  Did you like our signature 

cake?  The party was a lot of fun and well attended by our very supportive colleagues, 

friends and family. 

Also trending well was our little leaders post,  “I’m not bossy!  I have skills ...  

leadership skills!! Understand?”  We are guessing that many of you know one or two 

of these little leaders and can identify with the type. 

By far, our most popular post for November, suggested 3 things we can learn from a 

child.  If you missed it, go to the post on the 10th of November. 

Please keep liking and sharing our FB page with others. 

 

TIPS AND IDEAS  

 
ATA Christmas Cocktail 
 

Christmas is nearing.  Are you ready?   If so, sit back and relax with our special 

ATA Christmas Cocktail.  Not ready?  Sit back and relax with our ATA Christmas 

Cocktail, anyway!  You can have it with, or without, alcohol.  Your choice! 

Per serve, you will need: 
 
1/2 cup of cranberry juice 
1/3 cup of lemonade or soda water (or 50:50 mix) 
20 ml of vodka (optional) 
10 ml of Cointreau (optional) 
Ice 
Orange, mint and watermelon for decoration 
 
Pour the cranberry juice, lemonade or soda water, vodka and Cointreau into a glass 
with ice. Decorate with orange slices, mint and watermelon.  Enjoy! 
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Australian Teacher Aide 

Website 

Facebook 

 

http://www.australianteacheraide.com.au/members
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianTeacherAide
http://www.facebook.com/australianteacheraide
http://www.australianteacheraide.com.au/contact-us
http://www.australianteacheraide.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/australianteacheraide

