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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY ($3)

92-0961

IN REPLY QUOTE 1/16/1E

HMAS SNIPE
at Sydney

4 March 1983
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STEAMING DETAILS - FEBRUARY 1983

Distance steamed during February
Hours underway during February

Total distance steamed since first
commissioning

Total hours underway since firs
commissioning

Occasions for exceeding fast routeing
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No
Exercise No Title Conducted Hours Dates

T T *'1 *, "'I"l i [ ]
naroou fpXerclses

Harbour exercises (Fire/Flood/Casualty) were conducted
throughodt the month.
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1ag Officer CO“Tiﬁﬁng

| T ATT f-"1, T b - T
v -P L H{Jh..,..JT ﬁﬁ"' T T 'rl

.-‘ ST ....\_ L = ~: " .j-
Fors Tnformation:
[r— u-‘-:,_....-.-

Commander ;
T AT TTNE WADRD 1 A RTTY
AUSTRALIAN MINE WARFARE AND

Commanding Officer
HMAS IBIS

Commanding Officer
HMAS CURLEW

HMAS SNIPE = REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

o > _ _..Hf 15—:—%

Sir,

1 I have the honour to report the proceedin
LA Ship SNIPE, under my command, for the month of
Tlmes throughout are Zone Kilo (—10)

g of
May 1983,

2 At the bevinmin" of the month the ship was berthed
alongside the MCM 'harf, HMAS WATERHEN, On Monday 2 the Mine
harfﬂre Pilot Survey of Sydney was recommenced; the majority
of the task had been completed and work during this month
consisted mainly of minor tasks and final checks,

Je The daily routine of survey work was agreeably
interrupted Tuesday 3 at 1055, when the boarding part3 from
HMAS COCK stated their intention to board., SNIPE was anchored
in Watsons Bay (268 Watsons Bay Wharf 2 cﬂb1es) and flying
quarintine flags in an attempt to dissuade Government o?f*caplu
boarding and cﬁﬂ:1¢m1nm their fears, that illegal firearm were
being fwu#ﬂleh into po_u. Obviously, COOK personnel had been
lﬂﬂOCdlduﬂd for everything as they boarded with hse sie and took
over the ship. The exercise was terminated at 1145, by the
Fleet Gunnery Officer, and after a debrief on the shue?deck of
SNIPE, the real surveyors returned to COCK,

AWM20T6.38.1
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L, SNIPE was nominated as host ship for HMNZS  TUI

(LCDR D.A. Swann, RNZN) during her visit to oydney for five days
from Tuesday 3., Althdéugh social and sporting functions were
organized, TUI f‘*"m;f‘ﬂcf‘* as “uf-l"
for the*r forthcoming Admiral

45

1y
J

r"-
N

LINISPE tLOﬁ
The final checks on thre K5 ground mines were
out Friday 6., These mines had beem laid in key positions
harbour to »rovide realistic data on mine burial., As +this
was completed the mines were recovered and the ship returned
WATERHEN He“:hlﬂg alongside the Hﬁﬁ Wharf at 1140, On securin
NIPE reverted to 24 hours notice for sea and entered a two week
leave period.

k.

6. z. During e leave period all non essent
stores were land :ﬁd rrmpﬁﬂ”t*rﬂ“ for the
equipment after gav ing off were T“OﬁTGJEGLn
returned from leave Monday 23, efreshed and

tasking prior to paying off,

& Lines were cast off at 0827 c¢n Tuﬁsday 2& and
proceeded to sea to attempt relocation of the ﬂ

mooring laid by HMAS KIMBILA (COMAUSFLT IFI/IGI 31222&2 Eﬂ

refer 53 ﬁltbqurn a good contact was located it could not b
idenulfﬂed by divers due to the depth limitations imposed wheu
there is no TCCDHﬂTPSalGﬁ chamber (LCC) on the lelnﬂ site.
SHIPE'S chamber was landed for annual test March 24 and 15 still
awaiting parts. On completion of the search, SNIPE returned to
WATERHEN berthing on the MCM Wharf at 1308,

8. At 1100 Wednesday 25 I paid my last official call on
you, Sir, before SNIPE pays off, After some very helpful
discussions on the paying off ceremony with your staff, then
joined you for a most enjoyable lunch in HMAS PERTH,

> At 0850 Thursday, SNIPE sailed to make a further
attempt at location of the GGEﬂnﬂPrqrhlc mooring moREL had. To
be borrowed from CDT1 to allow lelﬂU operation 5 to be carried
out, Additionally, Lieutenant R.H. Crane, RAN, the CO Desig of
HMAS CURLEW, was embarked for familiarization. As the sea state
was in excess of the ship's current limitation, ship handling
evolutions were carried out and then SNIPE returned to the MCM
Vharf, WATERHEN, where LEUT Crane carried out a very seamanlike

berthing.,.

10, The unsettled seas precluded further minehunting

were CG“L@“ﬂTE ing on preparation:
[ns

o

|i-

=%

operations for the oceanographic mooring Firday 25 and Tuesday 31.

In view of the weather conditions and information received that

a trawler may have picked up or dragged the mooring, I requested
termination of the task (HMAS SNIPE IAJ/IFI 300633Z MAY 83) and

this was approved by COMAUSMINPAB. The time spent alongside was
well used in preparation for the paying off ceremony which will

be held June 3.

AWM2016.38.130



™ . On Friday 25, the ship's office no! - a Cocktai
Party on the foreca .flr* _ past nmanaing oIl s of SNIPE.
On COﬂ??eb on, I hosted Mess Dinner in the ¥ m Pﬂﬁ the
evening was a tremendous success Wwi |

Commanding Officers enjoying a fine

the fleet,

12: . % The h h and conduct of the ship's
good 3" mo ¢hle is satisfactory. All members of
have been advised of internal
equipment removal and “StD“th is prmgreasing sa

I have the honour to be,

Your gbedient Servant

(W

\ANJ

(D.N.W. BELL) /
Lieutenant Commander,. RAN
Commanding Officer

Steaming Figures.,

Exercises Conducted.
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1 X by,
Seamanshim and General

o TS W f— -

2 Boardex

12 Manord

Navigation

i

21 Blind Pilotage

e X0 Con Ship
(Berth/Unberth)

NO Con Ship

(Berth/Unberth)
N/N MECO Con Ship
(Berth/Unberth)

Mine Hunting Exeycgses

42 Conning Runs

L3 Recovery Dummy Mines

L7 Bottom Type 1

52 Ship/Unship Active Rud ers

53 Ship/Unship Soft Dome

NBCD

29 Major DCX

Daily. Harbour

N/N Emergency Party - T Then 21

RESTREGTED .
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