My Dear Mother,
This is my birthday letter
written yesterday but circumstances preveniea
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in all stages of ruin, mostly done by z's artiller

By this time it was getting te 80 after a snack

noping to make up for 3C € 1me 12 lUuck seemed

against us however; and after walking down a road for a while,

we discovered thal the old ad had been completely obliterated

and we were on the temporary road buillt for artillery and leading

in the wrong direction., we made another mistake by

Lo go straight across country instead of

road, and arfter about an hour and a hali [ h& walking,
completed a clrcle and vere back to where we had starts
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tell you about our Xmas dinner.
course a complele holiday with no parades
morning I went to Wi arvice 1n the
took Communion. In the afterhnoon I went for a
well 1in time for dinier which
IT was e dlnne: can tell ycu and after
iere cleared and we had a concert, I am enclosing a

gramme and menu and I want yo Keep 1t for a souvenir,
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nas the signature of all Who

concert, wines, spirits,clgars

and though some of the fellows
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drunk at the dinne "The Home Folk'"lin Aust
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you 1t was Lhe bes ast ol The evening and

Al er the concert wag over we marched round

a blg Aussie Flag 1n front of us, and @aid not
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Well MOtTher we are en,oylng this peace-time living as muc

possible, | are all 100Ki1lng eargerly forward to our home-coming

When it 1s 2, as yel we can form no lidea, but I expect &t wil
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