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AUSTRALIANS IN FRANCE
A Re-unioen
(Silver Wattle) (I)

France was very beautiful,fer the budding greemery of an imsature
bpil"_ Tas Aldden under uJI fallan snewflflakes which had dancad

tazir way dewn te Mether Barth. Here and thuru the black ﬁaintu

af the tree trumks, the saves of tha houses,and e¢tlirer shslteresd
pesitiens ssrved te shew by contrast,the purity of the waite
covarlest formed of the late winter lnﬂv. Aleng the crask the
leafless busias were clothed as it secemed,in a pure white blosson
eVer more plsasing than the glerieus peack blessem of sur ewn
land, Tni ¢ld church tTahrust its glistening,shet term spire upwards s
inte the surlight,

In the ?fLLL;J pquare & minjature battle was ix full pregress.

In its cembatants was all the sarmestness and wvim waichk is bem

of the wvigeureous fraeae life ¢f the celeniss. There was me shortage
of ammumition,for tae snew lay inches deesp and the drifts ware
Pllea up against tias lerries,The ssctiens of tae"park" had ftrm-d
thomselves inte hostile campes and wers sagaer fer the frar.Altacking
parties advancaed laden with iiﬂhnxtlﬂn,Wﬂili in Their rear wers
ampunitieon bearsrs with Hucksts of snewhballs, round and crisp ene
e requirs: some 11tt1a ferce of impact ere they burst in a ljﬁtﬂir
of leoss wat snow. Te and fre tae tide of battls surged and tas
rillage square was lest and wen successively,just as seomse moentias
bafeore,it had been lost and wen fe British and German treseps.

On beth sides the capture ef prisenars ltd te determined serties
for thair relsass and, mera ¢ftan than 'y @ sentries LL",115*1LE

wele Laken Fr¢.vﬂ¢f in The attacks f-r ta: release of one's own

|

nan, With the warm el actien surging threuga sur veins and the
jeyous sense of a wlinur-u: bayiln rlvalry in sur hearts,we did net
gruage tase appesarancs of thhas "kat"fer contributiens te pay fer a eem
ceuple of breken windews,I guess some ¢f The beys weuld not ave
tissead that Tight for tie Drice of many windows.
[ | L ® L & L] L

There came a2 day whern the Cempany received oerders te e
ceady 0 neve off en the fallnwing morning.WVe were te leave sur
Eﬂ_llui Divisien te wiaom wa ha@l hbeasn attached feor menths past and
ware in future te suppert eur ewn beys whe had just arrived frem
Egypt. Perhaps the reader will net understand that we were te somse
extent, reluctant te d¢ se. Such was the case hewever.,Ws 2ad sup-
Te .::;' mae ef thaq best divisiens en the linae periaaps the Last,
We had won frem the cnltand a :incirl regard bacsusa of Tearless-
nees, eanterprige,and efficiency in the worc of tramsperi. Ws Aus-
tralians had won . cCan. yau imagine itea name for disiciplina,
Not thae discipline of the cowad and breken apirit as is the case
sometimes,but the discipline bern of a distinct"esprit de cerps*.
Our cempany had good officers and willing men and.well, I BUppese
we were desirous of being Wertay ol Tas nams won &¢ _“i¢a-u¢ by

——

e poys of Gallipell and waica anaturally kad been appllau te us

as well, In 2ll eur caresr wa dad navaer failed an arreintment

- .

werk, Up sne axacliing and usually dangereus werk of til Enginsiri,
and wasre som3 cempaniss had failed or made excuses,ws aad accapi-
34 The chances and had taken thl lorries inte suppesably impessible
pesitieons.Se we were "gocd"witia tas Divisien and taas raecoerd of the
Divisien was an hensur and a seource of pride te us.

llae work prier te moving ¢ff can be dena in twe ways.
It can De the systema’ic meriiag »f gear, plcillg oL ;ll uniful
natiritl and the cleanmsing o¢f lerxies,pillets, and 'ef thaa “park"
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68 LGlamgselvas, 01 the ether hand 1t can be the ilurgancy call
i waica essentials only are taken,and in which in the matter of,

say, twenty minutes, tae lurrlii :ﬂlng out ene by ens on tnu trall
Ivr the new pesition,In amargency calls the werkslh is e 2a
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1‘;:‘14Lur.ﬁithrnilr its lntirlil is somsWwhaal ulau;urii,f. tga
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Cila Ccarpentiers 2ave Thelir ewa litTtle sheps,and The mal
'z$ ol a rwuha lﬁTiibli tarp uillﬂ GﬂTdr:i framawe rk
1 U Werksaep lerry i & ) abe: lerrfe 15 1aYy
¢ accemaodats tarse®y atllntl" In d:irginuf the steore wnd
are €losad and rum sut in & tanglaea of dabris which has te
a?.hn; 1urr1uu witich cannet beée @oved in Ti%ae 2av3 n3C388-
) adandenad Saabe fatasluckils #8 Mave . fldver et Daam
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AUSTRALIANS IN FRANCE
A Re-umien (2)
(Eilver Wattla)

in such a pesitien theugh we have had the order te "stand by" fer My
sasrgency. Uren tae present eoccasion hewaver,the day was befere us
and Dy svening the rews of lorries were a picture ef clesanliness

and order,and thae straat,in the worde ¢f ons Prench Madsme,was a
picture uf“prupriti“,auch as had rever axisted since the advent eof
sAe war, On the fellewiang meraing thae men linad up im the village
squUaree Tae via Colenal fased ais audiance of vigeurous coelenials.
In thosa Lanss mementis wWe realised perkaps what we wers te saeca
$LA3T . 8uch 1is The regard of man for man,regard bern of mutual
admiratien of @ach sthaer undsr ssrvice conditiens, "Officers and
men of the - Company,I am scrry indeed that you ares leaving me!
You havs aene your work mebly and well,your discipline has beaen
perfect! My leas is yeur eain,Texr you aTe golng (o aelve Lhoanes

L=

et llef. CoLa.Tymen I ye.Ts Wae lave nade tasuselves herees at
Gallipeli! I wisk yeu wall! Ir you are as sorry te lese mae as 1 ana
te lesa you then I am well pleased!" Ths answer case in the form
¢f three ringing Australian chsers. This ¢ld war-tried vatasran 2ad
veri Gaa regard of Lae Deys,and the fact that he had faltemed as he
spekae,was a"bittar sweel"te us, Three mimutes lafter a lerry smumg
¢e1’ of Zhae 1lime and trailee down the readway o it was fellewed by
anéthsr,and an¢tasr,and anether, With many geedbyes te the Lewnas-
peeple,and banter and fleating of cisses te "les demoiselles,"ws
bads adieu te & very happy peried of service. Tae csuntry was Rle
dolicieus with the celeur and grewth of a EBurspean sprimg. We were %
leaving behind the rellimg hills and valleys and were sssking Gtaw
lowlgnds of Flarnders. The lomg trailimg dustcleud stretching fer
several miles akead marked the course of the mevimg convey., We lhad
sald geed Dye with reluctance,but mew a dermant kepe teek lively
BAALC e, Wa Were to see tha Woys o the fallews frem Egypt amd Gall-
ipeli. Nime menths had been spent almest as the only Australians
in France,and semehew we wanted to see a Tbit of Australia® agaiam.
AT sundewn the Comvey had €sme Lo rTeat in a Yillage abtreets.Ths
resrfection o1 Lae day hse carriee on inte the lemg evening. A
clatter of heofs Was heard upen the cebble stemes and wera spresd
quickly "they are Australiamns", Riding with al]l the uneemscieus
frecdom ard grace of the bushk bern Australian,neslthy and sun-
tanned,men s¢ utterly umlike the Britisk Cavalrymen im appearane s,
Ware Lo us as & glimpse of eur owvm native kills snd plaine o they
wére eur leels feor tihae Uime Deing, Persaps Lhey weRdereea al “he
Cheers and an-iausissm which welcomed them,but thers,they did met
Know Lhe lemelimess ¢f a handful ¢f Australians amengst peeples
z¢ utterly urlike Chemseslves. With the sdvent of these men has
ceme Te Us & new vigeur im life.Naturally we leek ferward te tae
supreme effert, Therk Geod o and Kitchener = our beys are trained
new,and they save learrned that there is suckh an slement as prudence,
80 essential te ultimate success in this war, Waatl this self eemn-
trel cests is best estimated by emes own feelingse caused by the
tauntings ¢f the enemy. On one eccasisn the Australisn ceat ¢f aras
was diszplayed frem the German tremchas ard underrneath were thae werds
"Advance Australis 4. if yeu canl!"Such is the lifs ef patianee ane
bitterness whick will exact & terribla recempense frem the woerle
apsilers, Waat of the merale of the beys taamselves? Twe days age
I met a New Zealander well eut upen the read. We were beth very
dusty and perspiring freely frem muckh walkimg. My friend kad his
"kit up" in additien te khis equipment and twe blamkets. Had he
been ir civiliam garb I weuld have imagined him srywhere eut im
ths heat ¢f the "mever mever" country. As he plﬁi?i Als werds te
M2 were, "Never mind Australia,we’l)l seen be there."
Say!'wha: is the 1u1ua ¢ suck men as these?
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