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RAAF London Release No. 1171 Moy 15, 194D« -

W/C. D.G. ANDREWS AT INVESTITURE

Wiﬁg Commander Donald George Andrews DFC, RAAF, cbmmanding ofiffcer of
the first Australian wing to operate in Europe —— a Spitfire wing which played a
big part in the counter-measures against the V2 —— is listed to appeér at an
Investiture at Buckingham Palace on May 18.

Wing Commender Andrews was born on September 5, 1921, at Southport, Queensland,
and enlisted in the RAAF on November 8, l940(iﬁAfter training in Australia and
Canada, he veached Britain in August, 1941, In civil 1ife, he was a bank official,

{ He was first posted to a Hurricane squadron based in Britain, and when the
unit converted to night fightefs date din 1941, he serwved seven months on defensive
duties over England., In July, 1942, he was transferred to a squadron flying
Hurribombcrs on anti-shipping operations in the Chennel, during which the unit
took part in the combined operations at Dieppe.

Z‘ He was posted to an Australian Spitfire squadron in December, 1942, and
won his DFC as a flight lieutenant in September, 1943, after he had become a
flight commander. The citation referred to his wide experience in~énti—shipping
work, and to his combat with 12.FockeéWuifs which attacked him during a daylight
sweep over France a few weeks earlier., In this engagement the eneuy fighters
shot up his radio and, unable to call for help, he kept firing and manoeuvring
until all but two of the FWs were driven off. Although his Spitfire had dropped
to zero feet and was flying sluggishly, he shot down one of the remaining FWs and,
his aircraft riddled with holes, returned to base{] He handed over his command of
the Australian sqpadrﬁn in January, 194. (Portrait available from sixth floor,
Kodak House, Kingsway, W.C.2. and from RAAF Headquarters, Melbourne, Ref. No. UK.780) »

The following RAAF men are also listed to appear at the Investiture:—b

Squadron Leader Terence BROWN, DFC, pilot, of Merrylands, NSW. Born on

hpril 26, 1917, at Granvilie, NSW, he was educated at Parramatta High School and

joined the RAAF as a Ffitter in June, 1937. Two years later he became a sergeant
pilét and joined a fighter-bomber squadron in Australia., He ceme to Britain in
1940 and served two ond a half years with No. 10 Sunderland Squadron, in which
he became a flight commander.

In an attack on seven Ju.88's, he forced three of the aircraft to jettison

_ their bombs. Several times he has flown back to base on three engines; once he

flew back 130 miles after a forced landing on the water removed a propellor.

The citation to his DFC, announced on October 1, 1943, when he was a flight
lieutenant, stated: "This officer has been engaged on operational duties for more
than two years. His tour of duty has included attacks on enemy submarines and
surface vessels and ferrying duties. His aircraft has been intercepted by ene@y
fighters on several occasions, but he has invariably fulfilled all his tasks with
efficiency and courage. Since his operational duties ceased, he has had much
success in instructing younger pilots". /Page Two:—
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. “.Flight Iieutenant Ceorge Donald CURRIE, DFC, air gwmer, whose father lives
in Willowbee, Bainburgh. Born on March 3, 1912, at New Kilpetrick, Dumbartonshirs
Scotland, he was educated at Borough Muir Secondary School, Edinburgh, smd later :
went tQ Australia. He was a stockhunter before joining the RALT onoApril 283 19k 1e
He trained in Australia and returned to Britain in May, 1942. :

_ The citation to his DFC, ammounced on September 10, 1943, when he was a flying
offlcei,LstatedF ”Thig officer, as rear-gunner, has £lown on bombing sorties against
some of the most heavily defended targets in cnemy territory. On one occasion
w@en flying over the sea on a return journey, his gigileonce was responsible foé
51ghting the distress signal of an aircraft forced down into the sea, the crew of
which were subsequently saved. Throughout his operational career, F/0 Gurrie's

: dogged %etermination, Skill snd devotion to duty have been worthy of the hizghest
praisees

_ Flight Lieutenant Thomes White MOEERPT DFC and Bar, nevigator, of Sydney. Born
on iay 29, 1912, in Sydney, he was cducated at Sydney Church of Englend Gremmer School,
a_nd.beoame o clerk with o firm of wool brokers., He joined the RAAF on March 31, 1941,
trained in Austrelia, and came to Britain in June, 1942. He was awarded the DFC on
September 14, 1943, and the Ber on January G S

The citation to his DFC, announced when he was a flying officer, stated: "Plying
Officer Moppett has token part in many successful bombing raids on enemy territory,
including a number agoinst targets in the Ruhr arca. an exceptional navigator, his
gkill, courage ond devotion to duty have proved him to be an outstanding member of
a gallont crewe. On one ocoasion his excellent directions resulted in the rescue of
the crew of an airfr.ft forced down on %o the scae This officer has a fine fighting
spirit which has inspircd confidence in his crew and contributed in a large measure
to the successes achievedd"

The citotion to his Bar to the DFC stated: "Since being awarded the DFC,
F/Lit. Moppett has taken part in further operational sortics ogainst some of the
enemy's major targets, At all times his reliability and coolness have been
outstonding, whiZe his navigational skill has played no small part in the many
successes achieved by his crew,"

Plight Lieutenant Styurdee Beresford MLRTIN, DFC, pilot of North Balwyn,
Victorin., Born on August 14, 1915, at Turchiston East, Victoria, he wes educated
ot CGisborne High and lMclbourne Technical Schools, and become & goldstamper., He
joined the RALT on June 19, 1942, trained in Australia, and reached Britain in
Julys 1943, .

The citation to his DFC, ennounced on Aol 4 5 1945, referred to his having
completed numerous operations against the enemy in which he had displayed the utmos®
courage, fortitude and devotion to duty.

Tlying Officer Frederick Cardner DAVEY, DFC, pilot, of Bendigo, Victoria, Born
on | Juls 255 HioRT. &b Bendigo, he was educated there at the High School and Busginess
College, and became a clerk. He joincd the RIMAT on January 30, 1942, trained alia
fustralia, ond reached Britain in April, 1943,

The citation to his DFC, announced on November 1k, 1944, referred to his having
completed nuiErous operations against the enemy in the course of which he had
invariably displayed the wimost fortitude, courage ond devotion to dutye

Worrant Officer William Thomes QUIRKE, DRC, air gunner, of Abbotsford, Viebdria.
Born on April 18, 1922, in Melbourne, he was educated ot Assumption Collegc, Kelmore,
Victoria, and became a clerk, He secrved two and a half years in the artillery before
joining the RA. T on August 18, 19k2. lie traincd in Australia and reached Britailn
in September, 1943,

The citation to his DFC, ammounced on February 20, 1945, referred to his having

: - : - ¢
completed numerous opcrations ageinst the cnemy in which he hod displaycd the utmost
courage, fortitude and devotion to dutye
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R.,A.A.Fo Release - No, 496 May é‘, 1944,

D.G. ANDREWS LOOKS BACK ON THE CHANGING
TASK OF SPITFIRE SQUADRON

Broadcasting from London the other day, Squadron Leader D.G. Andrews,
DeFoCe, of Southport, Queensland, looked back briefly - apd modestly - en a long and
exciting period of duty with a famous R.A.A.F. Spitfire squadron in Britain, tracing
the gradual changes in the squadron's work.

He spoke a few days after he had handed over commend of the squadron
to Squadron Leader D.H. Smith, of South Adustralia, at an airfield in England as

the unit's aircraft were taking off for an attack on an enemy communication route

in France. WM.

Two days‘ earlier, Squadron Leader Andrews had léd.;ais squadron from
this airfield om what he - but zgone of his men - knew was his last operation with
them.,

He had flown no fewer than 320 operational hours without a rest period
when he "handed over" the unit --- a wnit which, he said, had "something more than

100 percent offensive spirit,."”

Squadron Leader Andrews first joined an operational squadron in

November, 1941. Flying Hurricanes, one of the squadron's mein duties was "anti-flak" —-—

going in before the bombers and shooting up te grounddef‘ences. Later that year,

wmen the squadron was converted to "i Tbiamo

In July, 1942, he was posted to a squadron flying Hurribombers, on.

anti-shipping operations in the Chammel., On his first trip, they spotted eight
ships, sank two, and damaged others.

Tactics on these operations were for the fighter escort to go in
ahead to disorganise the ship's ack-ack fire., When the enemy ships were sighted
- the Spitfires would increase speed and go in with their guns blazing, and the
Hurribombers would then drop their bombs from masthead height.,

The squadron took part in the combined operation at Dieppe., Taking off
at dawn, they bombed heavy gun positions near the town, and later in the day gave
closé support to the landing forces by bombing other gun positions.
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The sky seemed full of aircraft that day. Op each side of them
and behind, sbove and below, were FW 190s and Dorniers, but so efficient
wes the Spitfure escort that the Hurricanes lost only one aircraft, The
pilot wes picked up by  a destroyer. The tail of Andrews'! aircraft was struck
by flak, but four Spitfires came to cover his return to base.
Andrews welcomed his posting to a squadron flying Spitfires -

s g A e,

a type of aircraft he had always wanted to fly --- and he would be serving
with an Australian squadron, Hég/igho%&%&mg days there were one
of the most exc:.t:.ng periods in his air force career, ﬁ days in which,
during sweeps over France, they shot down many aircraft. -

Once on a sweep over France, he was attacked from all angles by
12 FW'ss Uneble to call for help --- they had shot up his radioc —-- he kept
firing, At last, all except two went away. Although his aircraft had
dropped to O feet and was flying sluggishly, he shot down one and, riddled
with holes, returned to base.

It was for this feat that he was awarded the D.F.C.

Ten days after he took commend of the squadron at the end of
September, 1943, seven Spitfires on offensive patrol over the Atlantic, south
west of the Scillies, had a running fight with eight Me 110s, five of which

they shot down.

Arter af‘: ring which two pllots on a training

flight shot down a Ju 88 -- the squadron became part of th?&Te{ctlcal Air
Force, wg.ﬁh W bomb-carrying Sp:.'bf‘:.ré‘ they began
penetrating deep into Europe in the great pre-invasion air assault.
In these flights, made two and three times a day in almost every
kind of weather, they encountered few enemy aircraft; A,llied planes filled
the sky. TFlek was often intense, but the Spitfires rarely broke formation.
Squadron Leader Andrews will carry away a silver tankerd as a memepto
of his commend. It will be decorated with a picture of the "Good Gremlin" :!{

he had painted on his Spitfire -- his mascot since he joined the squadron.
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This Syuodron was o the Diepps sbows Ve Sook off bafare dawn wnd
g0t over Diepps Juot as the day was breakisg. e eould soe the lending
evaft shutiling betwesn the shove and thetr pavont shipe, end ths vivid
mxmmmmwwmmmmmwmmwmmu
sesx. We boubsd some heevy gun pesitions srousd Disppes end then went bask to
baas . 'mwmmm,mmsm.mwaﬁﬁmwwm




inveding forees by bombisg light gun positions that bed been giving thes some
troukle. By that time the sky wee full of airersft -- the esesy seemed io have
put up es meny Tighters snd bombewe a be 0o 34 congentrate in that AXGBesss.
ﬁmvnmmazmmmm‘mm. on sseh side of us, ahave
ug, and below us, but mwﬁm encort @id suek a firet-olass Job that we
saly 146% ouw pisiie and $ho pilot Beled ot anl wes piened up by sae of o
mwm. igﬁ*W‘M& shot up, 20 I shouted mmw.fwh@ -
four Spitdives insedistely caue to give o support and they coversd we wntil
T got bowe. ' ,

| Like most pilote '@ alveys wanted o f1y Spisfives, eo I ms mighty~
rlessed when I M poated m f Spitfive Squodmolieservenit woe guite & gbange too
to find et thies Sguadron » : as Spltdive Gquedren. A% thet period
we d16 fighter sweeps over Tronse. It was good fun in those daye bossuse there
wee & falr aseunt of Fune and thwmiﬁumwiwamp. m&qm

aw: down ﬁuﬂe & fow sueny sirevelt during these W. and 1 pmmn;r
mmxtm\mafgumtmzuumm.wxwmwmmm.}a;o
wmnmma: daylight m that u&uz‘mﬁwmm\&axﬁwﬂ%
odd %o look m at it sow end reonll m nmmm»ﬁmf ﬁ;ﬁiﬁ'&rw mm
Vwmmwmawmw imwmhwwwmmgw
V_‘mxmtzwuummmawm@ammmmaﬁmmﬂampau
.mﬁwﬁ:Mmmm.mmm@mW$mtmm
enemy & veraft abave you, I got @ shook when T turned Found asd sow twelve
mmmmi%mwmm, T wae flying st about 16,000 feet and I 444
soxe pretiy nestic evazive sstion fraw thet helght right down %o the deok.
Mahwﬁ@wmiawm&xm%mnmwmm;rﬂma%m'
fron 612 sngles =~ T think they wevs having & Bit of target preatice st ue.

I took se meny eresks ot thew us I could, Iut o som 4e I got lined up on one,
1% find teo others eitiing on wy tail, so I'd beve to bresk swey. sfter a bit,
a1l of them exeept dwo went twey. I wes flying at sought feet sud my smebine
ves s0 full of holes thet 3% was very sluggish. Hven so, I menaged o shoot
 down ome of the remsining Svo -- the other went home far bis 1ifec...nd so

aia .




| 1 got somend of this sustrlisn Squsdron and tem duys later, seves
of mmﬁ o5 an offersive patrel over the Atlendle - Just Mw of ihe
felllies when we Spotied sight ssesy 1106, e were s3l flyiag et mought fees
ol IMWM%.m.mmmWmemw Yo hod @
s mmnm mmw 1o ghoot Sown five - we curseives lost one
Aftor soue time e were withdrewn fron operstions, but we still ewried
aing 16 keep vy 4o the mevk. Sven during this peried, tws of eur pilote
dodng n srotuning Flight nansged 50 ot & Ju.06.
m.awwm Mwﬂim&%mﬁm we Sofined the Yaetienl

&dr Foree and we wire m&:@m with the latent type of Hpitfive. Faxt of ouwr
job now §s to emcort Libevatars, Wweulers sod Bostons an their daylight

atte ok on tarpets in enesy ocooupisd Euvepe. Thees Sargets vauge fron fastories
%o sirfields snd the voll-knowm *ndlitary fnstullsticss’ in Northern Presee.
These mediug deylisht boubers huve besn working sontimwily for quite a long
while now -= they don't pet o¢ much pablieisy as some of the mare wmm
reide ‘mt tha basvy boys 8o, bub WM&W; this ﬁMm% of
Franoe is heving en effest thet would ba ressgnised by our forees whes they

got there. e

thonever the woather 3s suitable, wmy Squsdren is over Surope and belleve
o, the westhor bas got 40 be predty bod nowmdeys befors an ope 1 eellad off.
¥e are out sonstimss dmo or thres tizes & day sssarting the busbsre. We hardly
ever see wny ey aiversft e in the lset forty teips thet we've sade, we've
had no Wiﬂﬁm shatsosverl Dt m see 3leuty of e m asireveslt -~ thave
,mmwwmmmm@uwmmm@mm*w Busdvads
going eheud of yau. TH's rather like being in Drishess ok Few Yuerts Bightl
b5 1 eeid, these Spitfires eve the latest type« Apard fros belsg
bemt fighters in the air, they ure aquipped ta sarry & bosb and wy Squedron
Bae used $hen in this Fole es bosbers fer the Teetical Air Fores. T soulda't
attempt to deseribs the forwstion thet we Piy b wben we are divise %o attack.
but the Bet vesult is $hat the whole Squadren peel off wnd go dows clese
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together in & straight lus to the targets Sach isdividuel pilet sims he
usohine at the terget, and the met vesult is oxtramdinerily good....on nne

ghow, ¥s out & Ywridgs in helf, =nd other timew m‘w pinsneinted =i1li%ery targete
5 the Fus de Oalels ares sod blown thes ups The enewy flak is nearly alwaye

- intense - gad aceursie, bul we never braek rmtw W thip would destyvoy
i effest of our babing. %o Gdye at an englé: of abeut 70

dogress snd. us you can im@m,wmw&maﬁm&%&&mﬁ'wmv
time ws drop our bowbs. You've got to be esweful whan you mﬂ ot dn epder 4o
avoid 'blesking out's I you m&k b of your dive teo guiskly, the blood goes
from your head end for o few seconds you experience what the Does. sall a'mental
tlsgk-outl  These Spitfizes sre suek wosderful siveveft thet when we sowe out
a&mﬂwmwMamﬁﬁmmm»m&ﬁ@Mk@m-m fast se
e cane down. Ve ¢an use these Spitfire houwbers in loe-level ob tacks ©s well,
snd the Squadvon hes hed very gosd results ou turgels sush as enemy communiestions,
sunll fastories, and so oo, .

48 you ean ses, this port of bosbing fite in with the lerger sssle type
that the mediun boubers are doings whieh in Gts furn is the samlement to the
terTifis yaids that the heavy boys sarey ouk. And sl) the time we sve working
wsler Field sosditions -~ the iustrelien spitfire Squedvon fe living in tents --
and we m &1} 8t 5 very hizk stote of wobllity. m'm in feet, living under
the seme conditions that we'll experienes whan the day somes whon our buses will
Yo in Zurope. |

| 1've done betwesn M&Wﬁn&m and
opexuiione]l hoursy wnd the Afr Minietry dave desided to teke mo off operesione

for & bit. T wae wvnmy 10 leeve the ZqUEATOR.s...sothey geve e & beer-
mmg 88 & partisg Zift by the $aye.....they veslly eve & grend lot of ehaps, end
their offensive spivit 45 sovetbing move than & hmdved por esnt. Thay're wery
Kesn to get Yo grive und fight i3 owt with the Mum, sud every pilet is confidest
that he w sore then & smbeh Por ki counterpart in the M. There's &
tensenees on the Sguedron these doyr beceuse these men are weiting, ss in faot
 the whole world is, for our great stineks.eeosand they sve weiting with a grest
engerpens and confidense for the snewy Yo ﬁw in the akium TG o
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STLAKER s 4087 g/1dr . BaFulley of mﬁo tneenslieond (453 &gﬁm)
POIFIC SERVIOE: TUESDAY 918 MAY 1944 06.15 - 06.30 cuy

T jotned my firet aparational Squedran in Newmber of 1950 0nveume
tzwmiu&mﬁfmﬁmnh&nmmﬂ*mwmﬁtmwmm
in mtwwm'w.mﬁm-wm&@ Y growd defesess.  Tatur
that yeer, we were fursed iato nisht fighters and T served with fhe Squadron
uaﬁa&wﬁﬁm%ﬂﬁrsmmm“mwmmxmm
Mﬁiywmﬂzmthmwmwmwmwam. |

m“n:u:y*mz ﬁMaMMmmmz*mm ouy
mmwmmwmmmwmmmwmxmmmm‘
mtmw%dwaﬂmﬁm“a@:ﬂe»am %e spotted eight snemy
'mmsammm.mmmnmumfww@mwm
sinking, end demmged otbeve. We kad fighter esgort and m;,v‘maagmt
ahesd of us 1o disorgenise the ship's ask-ack fire while we followed hot
behind thew with our bombe. When we went out on  frip of this sart, we'd
WWWMMW%M%%MWMWMMWNM
repoyted wmmmmwm*aﬁﬁmammmammm
WMWWMW of ismoke goming out of their fumnels -~ then we'd
yell out on the inter-gom. ~- The Spitfires’eovering us, would incvesse speed
2nd go in with their guns Wleming - we'd drop cur bombs frem mesthesd height,
end then Vet §% for bowes

This Squadron wes on the Dieppe shows Ve ok off before dewn and
got over Diespe Just ae $he dey wes tresking. e wuld see the landing
eraft shutiling between the shore aud their pavent sbips, ead the vivid
numan&mﬁﬂmhwwmmgmmuﬁnmmhnémmmwﬂ
':oa.,‘memm,wmimWﬁmW.metmw
base. Llater inm day, we went over egain ﬁé’g&n glose m@wt to our



inveding forces by bombing light gun positions ¥hat hed been giving thes some
trouble. Ry thet time the sky was full of alreraft ~- the enewy seemed o bhave
ut up ee meny fighters and bombeys as be ¢o 1d consentrate in $hat 2¥eReccs.
there were Foeke-Gulffe 190s end Dorniers, behind us, on ssch side of us, above
us, &nd belew us, but our Spitfire escort did such & first-cless job that we

enly lost one plane and the pilot baled out snd was pieked up by one of our
mtmm. I got my tail shot up, m I shouted on the inter-eom. for help --
four Spitfires lmmediately ceme to give me support am& they &mm we until

I got home.

Like most pilote I'd alweys wented to fly Spitfires, so I was mighty
plossed when I got posted o & SpItFine Squedromesssessit ws guite & ¢honge too
to find that this Squadron wes the Australisn Spitfire Squadren. A% thet period
we did Pighter ewscpe over Franse. It wae good fun in these days besause there

wes & fair emount of Funs and they would come up for & serap. The Squedran
shot down guite & fow enemy sireraf$ during mu Bweens, and 1 perscbally

think 1t was ome of the mest exeiting tines thet I've had in the Adr Feree. Fe
used to umt $he m deylight bombers thet were opeveting in those deye -- it's
odd to look back at 1t now end resall how & hundred-and~-fifty Spitfires would
esgort some ten %o iwelve Ventures. I remenber teo how on ome mvm
m:mxmwhxemgmmsga turn =~ the next thing thet heppened

was thet I beard on mzmm. somecne shouting 'Look ent Den, thers sre
eneny s reveft above you, I got @ shosk when T turned round esd saw twelve
Tocke-wulff 190s soming st me. I was flying at sbout 16,000 fest end I 44
some pretly heetic evasive setion from that height Mﬁa down Yo the deck.

They shot up wm&#mtmt I couldn't call for belp snd W»qgma&m :
from 61} engles =- T think they were having & bit of terset prastice at me.

I took as meny erecks at them ss T could, but as soon ae 2@#% up OB one,
1% £ind two others sitiing on nmy tall, 8o T'd have to bresk awey. After a bit,
a1l of them exeept two wemt sway. 1 wee flying et nought feet and 1w mechize
wes 80 full of holes theat it wes wery slugeish. Hven so, T mepaged $o shoot
Soun s Sf $he pemeining s == the uther wout Dens for 2is JAfecesand o

aia 1.

ecomtinued/
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: 4 MWW%!&M&M%@WM ten deys later, seven
of us were on sn offensive patwrol over the Atlentie -« just mﬁmﬁ of ihe
Seiliies m we spotied wxgﬂ enesy 1108. Ve were all fiyisg et pought feet
and I supposs the .58 wers owt after cuwr anti-submerise elrevaft. ¥e Bad &
mning fight with thew and manage
pilot.

Aftor mﬂm wo were withdrewn from operetiones but we still asrried
on treining to keep up %o the Mk. Even during t&is period. two of our pilots
dsdng & troining Flight meneged to get & Ju.08.

When we came beak te sperational work again, we joiued the Taetical
sir Ferse ond wm@miwﬂﬁm latest type of Spisfire. Paxt of vur =
Job now i& to smeort mmmm.g ‘mranders and mm on their deylight
atﬁekmt&mmwmupiaﬁm These targets rauge fron fastories
to airfields and the welleknown 'military inetelletions’ in Morthers Prense.
These mediug deylight bombers have besn working eontimwslly for guite a leng
while now -~ they don't get se rch publieity as some of the mare speetaculer
raids thet m m boys do, bub wmam, this soastent beuberdzent of
‘ mummaﬂmtmzwmmmmbymmmm
 get thers.

3 to shoot down five == we curselves lost ons

henever the wemther is suitable, my Squséren is over Zurope and helieve
mey the weather hen got %o be preity bed nosadays before am op. is eelled off.
We ere ont somstimes two or three times & day sscertimg the bombers. Fe berdly
ever gee sny suewy sirevaft ~- in the last forty trips that w*m.m,} wetve
‘ bad no opposition whetsosvarl But we zes plenty, of our swn adrereft ~- there
mwmmmmam.msmm;m huadvads
Mm of youe mmmmz.mummsmmmm&ww Hightl

&8 T enidy these Spitfires ave the latest type. Apart from being
vest fighters in the air, they are equipved $o serry & boub and my Squsdren
bes used them in‘this role as bombers for the Tastiesl Afr Fores. T couldn's
sttenpt to deseribe the formetion that we fly In when we ave diving Yo stimek,
Bt the net result is that the whole Squsdron pesl off and go dems elose
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together in & streight lise %0 the targets Eeeh individual pilet alms Me
msohine et the terget, snd the net sesult is exitrecydinerily good....on one

show, we cut & Wridge in holf, and other times we've pin-pointed military targete
in the Pus de Calsis aves snd blown them upe fhe enemy flak iswlyﬁmﬁ |
intense =~ and aceuraie, hut we never bresk formation beenuse this would destroy

R L sffect of our beubing. ¥ dive atf en angle of sbout 70
‘&W and, s you can inegine, we sre going at something of & wate by ihe

time ws drop our bombs. You've got to be careful whes you pull out in erder to
awsid ‘blseking out's IF you pull cut of your dive t60 guiskly, the blood goes
from your head snd for & few seconds you experience what the Does. oall &'mental
btlsck-out} These Spitfires are sueh wonderful afvevaft thet when we sowe out

of our dive we point them straight up ia the sky asd go beek up almoet 85 fast as
we game downe We cen use ihese Spitfire boaders in low-level sttscks ss well,
and the Squadron hes hed very good results on torgets such s enemy commuicetions,
sl feetories, and so on. '

4s you esn ses, this sort of bombing fite in with the leyger sesle type
that the mediun bombers sye Joings whieh in its furn is the eomplement to the
tervific yalde that the hesvy hoys esrry out. Apd 21) the time we ave working
- under Field sonditions -~ the lustvelien spitfive Squadron is living in teats ~-
et we are a1l 8t & very hizh stote of mmw. we gre in fest, living under
the seme conditions that we'll experispce when e day oomss when our bases will
be in Hurape. | _ .

I'ys dsne between three-hundred -end -twenty snd thres-hundred-end~thirty
operetions] hours, snd the Adr ¥inistry dave decided to tske ms off opervations
for s bit. T was very sorry to lesve the SquedroBessseoothey gove me o beer-
mg a8 8 partiog giﬁ by the wayesseesthoy reslly sre & grand lot of chaps, end
their offensive spirit is something move than & hundred per eent. They're very
kean %0 get %o grips mnd fight 1% out with the Pun, and every pilet is confident
that lwl&s more then & maish for his counterpert in the tmmm. There's &
tenseness on the Sguedron these days bessuse theee men sre waiting, as in faet
the whole "wia ise fw pur gpreat am-wk.u”m; they are weiting with a great
ssgerness and copfidemce for the enemy %o sppeer in the skies once mare.
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ROYAL, AUSTRALIAN ATR FORCE OVERSEAS HEADQUARTERS
R.AA.F, Bulletin No. 248 - "A" 10 November, 1943.

AUSTRALIAN SPITFIRES GET
FIVE ME 110's.

Five of eight ME 110's were shot down by three Australian Spitfire
pilots during a pat.’rol off the coast of England recenfly.
v The fight took place during a patrol, Two each were destroyed by
Pilot Officer C.R. Leith, of Rose Bay, N,S.W. and Flying‘ Officer P,V.McDade, of
Casino, N,S.W, The fifth was destroyed by Flying Officer R.H.S. Ewins, of Ballarat,
Victoria, ©Ewins was forced through engine trouble to bale out over the sea and was
rescued by a destroyer later in the day., TWhile he waited he watched yet another
battle between ME's end other Spitfires.
The battle in which the Australians took part was fought just above

sea level,
"After we went in to meke a head-on attack, the ME's formed a

defensive circle, but we broke them up," said Flying Officer McDade. "Then I saw one
on the tail of a Spitfire. I fired to shake him off, then I singled out another,
and folldwed it up almost vertically, firing all the time, He burst into flames
and dived into the sea. a0 lamag el th-ird ME in the wing, the port ené;ine and the
cockpit. Then my cannon ammunition gave out, but I finished him off with machine
gun fire,t

Pilot Officer Leith set the port engine of one ME on fire and it dived
into the sea, "T caught another after a five minutes' chase, made two attacks, and
_ just as I was gbout to fire a third time the ME hit the water and broke up,"

Flying Officer Ewins e e go dowm in flames,
Returning to form up with the squadron, his motor cut out, Ewins' gained as
much height as possible with the speed, and got up to 2,000 feet. Then he
released the hood, took off his helmet, undid the harness, rolled the machine on
its back, pushe‘zd‘the stick fqrward and fell out, his Mae Wést inflating on the way
down. Then he inflated the dinghy and climbed in,

"Eight ME 110's flew low over me and disgppeared", said Ewins.
"About an hour after that, two Spitfires appeared and flew round approximately
five miles south of me. Then I saw eight ME 110's attack the Spaitfares, &
watched an ME 110 shot down by a Spitfire and one-of the occupants bale out and
the ﬁxachine belly-lond on the water sbout half a mile from me., Very soon after

that I was picked up by a destroyer and tsken to = southern port.®



o
The formation wés led by Squadron Leader D,G.indrews, of Southport,
Queensland, who was recently awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. He
had been appointed to command the squadron ten déys previously.,

Before joining his present squadron, Andrewé flew with two R.A.F.
Hurricane squadrons and with an R,A.F, Hurribomber squadron, He was a Flight
Commander in the Hurribomber squadron,  He joined the Australian Spitfire
squadron in December, 1942,

During the combined Qperations.raid on Dieppe, Andrews, flying a Hurribomber,
bombed gun positions, While in the R,A,F. squadrons he took part in fighter |
sweeps and shipping strikes, énd before his exploit with the 12 FW 190's had listed
one enemy gircraft probably destroyed and two'damaged td his credit, as well as
one ship sunk and e others. '

Andrews has taken part in many hard-fought engagements, The citation
to his D,F.C. says that he héd participated in numerous attacks on shipping, during
which he hed to the time of the award obtained hits on four vessels, His work,
executed in face of heavy anti-aircraft fire, was of‘a very determined order,
Sincé Jjoining Bis present squadron he had undertéken a large number of sorties and
had displayed a high degree of efficiency. During an engagement with a force of
12 enemy fighters, Andrews had led his formation with gréat skill, shooting down
one enemy aircraft him#elf.

The last mentioned engagement took place during a sweep off the coasts

of Holland and Belgium in 1943,

oo-n-.OOOto_c-n!
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Plight Lieutenant Donzald George ANDREWS, R.A,a.F,, No.i53 (ReA AT, ) Squedron,
This officer heas participated in rimmerous attacks on shipping during which é
he obtained hits on four vessels. His work., executed in the face of heavy ]
anti~aircraft fire, was of a very determired order, Since joining his .
present squadron, Flight Lieutenant Andrews has undertoken a large number s
of sorties and has displayed a high degree of efficiency. In a recent
engagement against a forecs of twelve encmy fighters, Flight Licutensnt

Andrews led his formation with great skill, During the fight he shot down
one enemy aircraft.




L53=-L1
PERSONAL FILE - F/Ltes DoG. ANIREWS

15.8.45 Ro. 22

e

Alr Ministry News Service Adr Ministry Bulletin No., 11174

OUT NUMBERED TWELVE TO ONE

¥hen Fighter Commend Spitfires cerried out a sweep off the
costs of Holland and Belgium today, a fighter pilot was at one time
engaged in a dog fight with twelve F.W.190s. This pilot, outnumbered
twelve to one, ultimately shot one of the enemy Tighters into the sea,
but was himself badly shot up by severalof the others.

He then flew his damaged Spitfire nearly 90 miles fram the Dutch
coast back to en airfield in this country. He landed it saf'ely, and
the ground crews found that it had been hit by about 20 cannon shells
and machine-gun bullets, which had holed the propeller, both main
plenes, engine, elevators, rudder and the log of one of his landing
wheels. A bullet had also holed the clycol tank end when the pilot
landed his engine was "just about boiling” as he put it.

"The combat occurred just out to sea off Flushing", said the
pilot, a 21 yeer old Australisn "when I found myself all alone with
12 F.W. 190s on my hends. I fought them from 16000 feet down to sea
level, but I couldn't sheke them off eand get home.

"Suddenly, for some reason, the Hun detached four of these 190s,
end yet another four after they had 21l been beating the daylight out’
of me for a time. Then he detached enother two, which left me with
only two. I turned into one of these and got in a shot which put a
shell into his cockpit., He went head first into the sea, By this
time the other one had gone and I was able to meke for home",

Later in the day Spitfires and Typhoons were in action over
Britteny when another ¥,W,190 was destroyed by a Rhodesian flight

sergeantd  Others were damaged.

From these operations four of our fighters are nissing.
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When Spitfires made a sweep off the Dutch and Belgian coasts
recently F/Lt. D.G. Andrews, of South Port, Queenslend, a fighter
pilot, at onertime fought 12 F,W, 190s. |

F/Lt. #ndrews flew nearly 90 miles bgck}to England., Ground
crews found that his plane had been hit by about 20 cannon shells
and machine-gun bﬁllets. F/Lt. Andrews, who was 21 years of age,
fought the 12 F,Ws from £,6OO feet down to sea level, but could
not shake them off,

Interviewed on his return to base he said "suddenly the
Hun detached four 6f these 190s and yet another four after they
hed all been beating the daylight out of me for & time.

"Then he detached another two, which left me with only
two, I turned into one of these and got in a shot which put
a shell into his cockpit, e went head first into the sea,
By this time the other one had gone, and I was sble to make. for

home, "



|

Flighf Lieutenant D.G, Andrews, of Southport, Queensland, a
flight commander in an Australian Spitfire squadron, recently had the
unenviable experience of being attacked by 12 F¥ 190's one of which he shot
down, during a sweep off the coasts of Holland end Belgium.

When the énbnyy aircraft were re@orted, Flight Lieutenant Andrews
was at the rear of the formation, as he had been left behind in a turn. There
were five in thé first bunch of FW 190's which dived out of the sun at 16,000
feet and approached the Spitfires from dead astern. Flight Lieutenant Andrews
warned the rest of the formation, then broke away.

Then he noticed more enemy aircraft coming out of the sun, Instead
of attacking the squadron, they concentrated on his aircraft. He called fr
aelp, but evidently his comrades did not receive the message, and from then
he was attacked by 12 of the enemy which circled around him making attacks from
various engles. Several times during the attacks, the Australian noticed
that the enemy's fire was going cioser to their own aircraft than to him.
Encircled, F/Lt, Andrews could make no headway, and he lost height gradually
to nil feet about two miles north west of Walcharen, the ground defences
joining in the firing as he descended.

By this time the Spitfire had been hit in numerous places. The
pilot could feel the impact of the bullets. o

Then the number of enemy aircraft decreased graduvally, until
there were only two attacking.

Andrews then made several mileé' progress for home before the next
attack occurred - ten miles west of Walcheren, Andrews found the opportunity
to reply and he made a head on atteck on a FW 190 allowing it to fly through
his fire., The second FW attacked Andrews who, Jjust before breaking away, saw
an explosion ahead of the cockpit of the first FW, followed by 2 Qremendous
splash in the sea as the sircraft crashed in. The lest of the Fi's immediately
flew off at full speed, and Andrews flew his badly damaged Spitfire 90 miles
%o & base in Englend. |

Before joining the Australian Spitfire squaﬁron, And.rews flew with two
R.A.F, Hurricane squedrons and with an R.A.S‘. vHurriho:rber squadron, He was
_a flight commander in the Australian Spitfire squadron since he joined it in

Deceuber, 1942,



During the Combined Operations raid on Dieppe, Andrews was among
the Hurribombers sent in to bomb shore gun position. When in various R.A.F.
squadrons, Andrews took part in fighter sweeps and shipping strikes, and
before his exploit with the 12 FW 190's, had one enemy aircraft probably
destroyed and two damagedb to his credit » as well as one ship sunk and hits
on several others. He has led a squadron eight times.

Several pilots of the Australian Spitfire squadron also took part
recently in the finding of a crew of a Flying Fortress which had been forced
down into the sea. One evening Flying Officer Lk Hansell, of Bungonia, N.S.W.,
and Blios Dfflier F.0. Stisrisla, of Beinond, Viotasin, wvere St it 45
look for the crew of the Fortress and circled round the spot where an R.A.F.
aircraft had dropped dinghies. Bec;ause of bad weather the Spitfires had to
return to base. The next morning six aircraft of the squadron continued the

patrol in rclays until 11,30 when the crew were finally picked up by & launch.
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Noe 455 started practiee bomwbing on the Spitfires about three months
ago but it was not until the second week in April that they flew them on operé.tions.
The first operation, which was led by F/.L. Esau was an attack on a "secret" target
in the Pas de Calais area carried out by two .squadrons of Spitibombers e;rrymg
500 1b. bombs. Since then the squadron have done around ten bombing attacks.

The Spitfires go out unescorted sometimes at zero feet a2ll the way,
sometimes high level, approaching the target at ten%thousand feet and diving té four
thousand. If the opposition from light ground guns is -xot too: stiff they dive to
two thousand feet going down one after the other in line astern. They have these
tactics worked out so perfectiy that twelve Spitibombers can bomb within f;we seconds.

Andrews has led nine of these attacks and says the oppositicn they meet
varies., "On some targets you get nothing and others are pretty awe-inspiring,” he said.
"On the special targets, iaarticularly, you run into flak both light and heavy and
extremely accurate, A lot of the boys have béen hit, usually the ones coming in at
the end of the formation when the guns are trained®, Aﬁ&rews himself has not been
hit., On divebombing attacks he said the heavy guns open fire as the Spitfires
approach then the light guns join in as they di#e. In spite of the opposition
however 453 have only lost one pilot since they started bombing. This was W/0
Yarra who was shot down by flak cn one of their first bombing trips.

Andrews says that several of his pilots have had experiences of blacking
- outs "If you pull out of your dive very hard you black out for a second" he said.
"One chap pulled out so hard that he not only blacked out but his wings got buckled.
He'd just released his bombs and there was a heck of a lot of flak about and he
pulled out so suddenly that when he got the aircraft back the skin along the wings
was like corrugated iron and the aircraft could not be flown again" (pilots name
Dutton) .

Andrews is tremendously enthusiastic sbout the Spitibombers and very
disappointed at having to leave the squadron just after they were re-equipped. "You
really feel your doing something when you can seé the results” he said. "After six '
months without one of the squadron seeing an enemy aireraft all the boys are terribly
keen", Andrews is leaving the unit for a rest long overdue as he has done 320 to
330 unbroken hours of operatioﬁal flying. He is no novice to fighter bomber work
as before joining No. 453 squadron he commanded a flight in an R.A.F. Hurribomber
squadron, and saw considersble action in attacks on enemy shipping and harbour

installations. His Hurribomber squadron took part in the Combined Operations attack
on Dieppe, .
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Comparing the Spitib@ers and the Hurribombers he said that although
the Spitfire won't take as much punishment as the Hurribomber it is much faster and
scores heavily in that é.s soon as the bombs are dropped it becomes again the perfect
fighter, | ‘

453 have made bombing attacks on railways, railway embankments, bridges,
roads in the occupied countries as well as on special targets in the Pas de Calais
area, The accuracy of their bombing he says depends on the dive but when the dive ‘
is good the results are remarksble. Recentiy he ‘says when the squadron did
three attacks in the one day and on one raid they cut the bridge they were attacking
not once but several times and other hits were scored on the approaches.

The last raid he did -- an attack by twelve Spitibombers on the
"special targets" -- he believes was the best of all., "The bombing was really perfect"”
he said, "I believe that we completely wiped out what we were aiming at", There was
considerable opposition over this target he says but as he went in it was inaccurate.

The last pilots in however were met with strong accurate fire.

v0o9ee000s 0000
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Ro4eF MUSTANGS OVER FRENCH ATRFIELDS

Long—ranée HMustangs of the Second Taotical Air Force made their first offensive
sweep into Sbufhern France yesterday,

One squadron flew to within 40 milés of the Swiss frontier and another swept
near Bordeaux, s

Only one eneny aircraft — a Hegldd — was encoﬁntéred 300l Elae Balre The Heinkel
was hit by Flight-Lieutenant A.F, Pavey, of Wood Green, London, and was last seen
flying close to the ground with a large hole in its wing, »

e Mustangé also shot up several other German aircrafit parked on other French
anmiselidiay

A FoWe? O and a training aircraft were denaged on the ground by the Wing
Leader, Wing=Commander Robin Johnston, De¥.Co, and a Jues08 by Flight-Lieutenant
Agile Minchin.‘

A Jue 52 troop-carrier and two Mes109s were hit by Flight-Lieutenant R. Barrat
of Wellington, New Zealand, Flisht-Lieutenant B, Ce Coliltyms ot Marlbo:oughb New
Zealand, and Flighﬁ—iieutenant.T.E. Jonsson, DeF.lle, the only Icelandic pilot in
the Ry o

Spitfire scuadrons of the Second Tactical Air Force nade another sucecessful
bombing attack on a military target in Northern France yesterday. They pressed

home their attack in the face of accurate fillales

[x Squadron-Leader DeG. Andrews, D.F.C. of Southport, Queensland who led an
Australian squadron, said: "Despite the flak our bombs plastered the target which
was completely obliterated by smoke from the explosions. t was the most accurate

Ljimjbing I -have seexm.

+ o+ + o+ o+ o+



Pighter pilots af an fustrelisn Spitfire Squedron in Englana
heve not seen a Germen aireraft of any kind for mnths,

Yet they have provided part of the escort for meny Americen
bamber raids on Frence, Belgium end Holland, and have swept the Occupied
Territories in many recommaissances.

Meny of these bomber raids have been deep penetrations meany
miles behind the enemy cosst, and the Spitfires have covered the bombers
S33 the wip Shhne ond Biek.

. On other cccasions they heve escorted Tortresses and Liberators
part of their journey to bomb German targets or havef‘ met them on the
way back, On those occasions the German fighters stopped their attack
on the bombers long before they were due %o meet their Spitfire escort.

Eaviously they have read of attacks by Germen fighters on other
Allied fighters, but =ms so far nothing has heppened to them.
’ #T4 is just our bad luck," declared the Squadron's Conmending
officer, Flight Lieutenant D.G, Andiews, D.F.C, of Southport, Queensland,
*Some day they will heve to come up and fight it out with us and that
will give us the chence we have been veiting for. We know the German
is & brave and good fighter, and that he is staying out of range because
he is acting under orders, but when he does come up we'll prove that our
men are better fighters,"
Last big dogfight members of “this squadron had with the
Cermans was more than six months ago, when seven Australians met eight
Me 110's.  The iustreliesms shot down five of the Germen fighters for the
loss of two mechines and one pilot. The other pilot baled out and was
picked up by a destroyer,
One of the squadron's present Flight cmanaers, Flight-
Lieutenant P,U, McDade, of Casino, New South weles, got two of those five.
The Squadron's C,0, was awarded his D,F.C, after &
single-handed fight sgainst 12 Bw 190s. He shot down one Germen fighter
and brought his demaged aircraft safely back.



Alﬂwugh the Austrelisns have made many a rendezvous with
Flying Fortresses, Liberators, Mersders, Mitchells and Bostons flown
by Axgeﬁ.cans s they have not met thg Americen pilots.
"welve seen a lot of their bombing and it is very good," said
Squadron-Leader Andrews. "We've seen their bombs land right on the
target, snd our only complaint is that when we have been escorting them,

not one Hun fighter has tsken the air to oppose them.,"
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AUSTRALIANS IN HURRL?OMBERS

"We fly right down on the deck - and rely on speed and the el-
ement of surprise to get us through" said Flight Lieutenant D,G.Andrews,
21 year-old pilot, of.Southport, Queensland, describing the work of Hurr-
ibomber squadrons which are keeping up continuous attacks on encmy shipp-
ing, railways, aerodromes, and factories.

Flight Lieutenant Andrews commands a flight of bomb=-carrying
. Hurricanes and has led it on over 15 sorties - most of them dirccted
against enemy shipping. He has severely damaged two cenemy merchantmen
and an E<boaty The latter was one of four moored in an estuary near
Lanniom. Flight Lieutenant Andrews led the flight in at O feet, with a
sqguadron and a-half of Spitfires flying overhecad as close cover, The
two merchantmen he damagcd were in heavily defended convoys.

"Phere's always bags of flak round the convoys" he said. "It's
worse than on the shores, but we've been lucky, our losses have been
light",

One of theme attacks took place at nighti Flight Lieutenant An-
drews and snother pilot spotted a convoy of about seven ships near the

Channel Islands. He bombed a ship of 500 to 1000 tons and claimed a damag-
ed.

He led the flight on two sorties on the day of the Combined
Operations raid on Dieppe, one attack on the shore batteries in the
early morning, the other at 11 a.m, directed against small gun positi ons.

In his flight are three other Australians, Sergeant A.J.Long,
of Toowoomba; fSergeant T,F.Rosscr, of Port Moresby, Papua; and Sergceant
J.HcGraavesp of N.S.W.

In a sister Hurri-bomber squadron are Flight Sergcant W.H,lMoore,
of Dicrabandi, Queensland, and Flight Sergeant Colin Benjamin, of Sydney,
both Hurri-bomber veterans. Flight Sergcant Benjamin has done three
shipping strikes, as well as attacks on aerodromes, army camps and factor-.
ies, Flight sergeant Moore has made three attacks on shipping, ione on a
submarine warehouse near Bruges, one on a shell faciory, and three on
5t. Omer aerodromec,

NOTE,
This has been passed by A.I.,6, Alir Ministry.
Ff\f & .":

S/LDR.
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AUSTRALTIANS IN HURRIBOMBERS

g £1ly right down on the deck — and rely on speed and the el-
ement of surprise to get us through" said Flight Tieutenant D.G.Andrews,
21 year-old pilot, of Southport, Queenslard, describing the work of Hurr-
ibomber squadrons which are keeping up continuous attacks on encmy shipp-
ing, railways, aerodromes, and factories.

- Plight Lieutenant Andrews commands a flight of bomb-carrying
Hurricanes and has led it on over 15 sorties = most -of them dirccted
against enemy shipping. He has severely damaged two enemy merchantmen
and an E-boate The latter was one of four moored in an estuary near
Lanniom, Flight Lieutenant Andrews led the flight in at 0 feet, with a
squadron and a half of Spitfires flying overhead as close cover. The
two merchantmon he damaged were in heavily defended convoys, ‘

"There's always bags of flak round the convoys" . he said. "It's
worse than on the shores, but we've been lucky, our losses havc been
i 1gh‘b" °

One of these attacks took place at night, Flight Lieutenant An-
drews and another pilot spotted a convoy of about seven ships near the
Channel Islands. He bombed a ship of 500 to 1000 tons and claimed a demag-

ede ////970?142

He 1led the flight-on two sorties on the day of the Ccunbined
Operations raid on Dieppe, one attack on the shore batteries in the
early morning, the other at 11 a.,m, directad against small gun positions,

In his flight are three other Australians, Sergeaﬁt A.J.Long,
of Toowoomba; Bergeant T.F, Rogser, of Port lloresby, Papua; and Sergecant
JeHGreaves, of N.S.W,

I a sister Hurri-bomber squadron are Flight Sergcant W.H.lMooxe,
of Dirrabandi, Queensland, and Flight Sergeant Colin Bcnjamin, of Sydney,
both Hurri-bomber veterans, Flight Sergecant Benjamin has done thrce
uhipp ng strlkes, as well as attacks on aerodromes, army camps and factore
ies, I'light gergeant Moore has made three attacks on shipping,ione on a
submarine warehouse near Bruges, one on a shell factory, and three on
St. Cuer acrodrome, :

NOTH
This has been passed by A.I.6, Air Ministry.
AV

S/LDR.
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AUSTRALIANS IN HURRIBOMBERS

"We fly right down on the deck - and rely on speed and the el-
ement of surprise to get us thfough" said Flight Lieutenant D.G. Andrews,
21 year-old pilot, of Southport, Queensland, describing the work of Hurr-
ibomber squadrons which are keeping up continuous attacks on enemy shipp-
ing, railways, aerodromes, and factories.

Flight Lieutenant Andrews commands a flight of bomb-carrying
Hurricanes and has led it on over 15 sorties = most of them directed
against enemy shipping. He has severely damaged two enemy merchantmen
and an E-boat, The latter was one of four moored in an estuary near
Lennion, Flight Lieutenant Andrews led the flight in at O feet, with a
squadron and a half of Spitfires flying overhead as close cover. The
two merchantmen he damaged were in heavily defended convoys.

"fhere's always bags of flak round the convoys" he said, "It's
worse than on the shores, but we've been lucky, our losses have been
light."

One of these attacks took place at night, Flight Lieutenant An-
drews and another pilot spotted a convoy of about seven sh;ps near the
Charnel Islands, He bombed a ship of 500 to 1000 tons and claimed a damag-

ed,

He led the flight on two sorties on the day of the Combined
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Flight Lieutenant b.G. Andfewsﬂ arrived in the U.K. on August 16, 1941,

after trei ning in Canade, and was posted to No. 53 (fighter) O:.T.U. at
llendows On % finishing his course, he was &given the choice of various
squadrons in No. 11 Group to go to an chose No. 615 anti-flak squadron.
ﬁe did no sorties with this squadron but was posted immediately to 245
'long-range four-cennon: Rurricane squedron. He did one intruder operation
over France and a few normsl night patrols with 245, On July 22 he was
Dosted as flight commander to I75 Hurribo mber squadron, then at Warmwell.
He has done about 15 sorties, mainly night and day shipping reconnaissances.

"We go out a lot, but it's not every time we see anything,® he said.

In his flight are three other @Australiens, Sergeants: ILong and Rosser
and Greaves. The Hurribombers go out in formetions of four or eight in
daylight, and in pairs at night. Andrews has made three actual attsacks on
shipping, two on merchantmen snd one on an E-boat.xx off Lizardrieux, east
of Lannion . The latter was one of four moorfed in the Estuary. The
Hurribombers attacked at 0 feet, with a squadron and a half of Spitfires as

&
Covers

°I sew machine-gun bullets striking all the way in,® sd Andrews. "Then
T saw my bombs go on either side of the stern, or very close to it.
His first attack on a merchantmen was his first encounter with the enemy.

It took place in the Channel north of Sept Islee Eight Burribombers attacked

& convoy of seven ships.

"I went imNo. 2, as it was my first show,® he said. "We believe the pair

of us hit a merchantmen of 58y00xe-3H08x
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"We £ly right down on “he deck

speed and the e¥ement of s prise to/¢ hrough"
said Flight Ligutenant D.(. Andrews, E-‘—old pidot,
of Southport, Queenslana,

Hurribomber Aquadrons Zeepi continuous

romes, and
of

nemy shipping, rallvaye, aerg
— -.\a flight/bomb-carrying

attacks on
factories,

D sortles - most of the

four moored in an estuary near Lannloq,
Andrews led the flight in at 0 feet, with a squadron and a

half of Soltflres flylng overhead as close cover —&%ﬁrawsftlefffgfL_k

y ”There's always bsggs of Hlak roumd the cgnvoys"!
he said. ot orse an on /the shezgs, but e’ve been

lucky, our loss s have been 1ig] t i
L e T e

One ttackyy too plac at nighte.
Lieutenant A rews and another pilot s otted a conv,
about seven ships neay the Chanyel Islands. bomb a
ship of 500 tp 1000 tgns and claimed %iamage o
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AUS. 404795 F/Lt. D.G. Andrews, Pilot of Southport.
He was on No. 8 course at Bradfield and Narrandera. He left

Australia in Markh, 1941 on the 'Aorangi' for Canada where he trained at

Camp Borden. He arrived in the U.K. on 16th August, 1941 and from Bournemouth

s

as

b

osted to No. 53 (¥) 0.T.U. at Llandow. On finishing his course he was
given the ch01ce of various Squadrons in No. 11 Group to go to aad chose

o5 -

o, 015 anti-flak Sguadron. He did no sorties with this sguadron but was

posted immediately to 245 long range 4 canon Hurricane Sguadron. e did ‘one

intruder operation over France and a few normal night patrols with 245. . On

22nd July, he was posted as Fligh

Commander to 175 Hurribomber Squadron then

at Warmwell, He has done approximately 15 sorties, mainly aight and day
shipping reconnaissances. “"We go out a heck of a lot but it's not ¥= every -

time We‘see anything" he said, In his flight are three other Australians,

Sgt. Long, Sgt. Rosser (Papua) and Sgt. Greaves. The iurriboﬁbers go out in
Tormations of four or eight in daylLOFt and in pairs at night = ’/Lt Andrews
has made three actual attacks on shipping = two on merchantmen and one on an

E - boat off Lizardrieux East of Lannion. The latter was one of foﬁr moored

in the estuary. The Hurribombers attacked at O feet, with a Squadron and a
half. of Spitfireé as cover. "I saw M.G. striking all the way in" B/Lt

Andrews said "then I saw my bombs burst evuheL on the stern or very close to it.®”

His first attack on a merchantman was his first ch@ﬂq ter with the

€eneiny. It took place in the Channel North of Sept Tle. ﬁight Hurribombers
attacked a convoy of seven ships. "T went in No, 2 as it was my first

show' F/Lt Andrews ssid "We reckon the pair of us hit a merchantmsn of

500 to 1,000 tons.” They were given a damaged cat.i. "There's always bags
of flak around the convoys' he said "We go in low level and rely on speed and

surprise to get us through'. He added that they were usually spotted when
about two miles off.
The second attack on merchant shipping was at night. Two A i

Hurribombers attacked a convoy of about seven ships between Guermsey and

Jersey "That was the best flak display I've ever seen, even including the :

Dieppe show' 7/Lt Andrews said '“We couldn't see much, but ‘I claimed a demaged ]
and it was later confirmed by intelligence, I escaped with one bullet hole, |

.
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that's all"
®/Lt Andrews did two sorties on the day of -the combined
operations raid on Dieppe, one in the very early morning, the other at

11 a.m. The early morning attack was on the heavy artillary along the

waterfront. "We went in Jjust as the troops were drawing in to shore"
he said " the flak had well and truly woken up. I dived onto the gun

positions and dropped two 500 lb. bombs. They landed in the target area.”
. fhe»later sortie was s low level attack on two small gun

positions. 7/Lt Andrews bdmbs werevconfirmei as going directly into

the middle of the target. (8/Ldr Allcock P.R.0. 10 Group has stills of

this attack) The Hurribomber's tail was completely shot away on this

sortie.
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AUSe 404795 F/LES DMGe Andrews, Pilot of Southport,

y
He was on Noe 8 course at Sradfield end Narranders, He left

Anstralia in &rﬁh, iﬁ?&l oa t}ze' 'dorangit! for Canads where he traz;.ne:d at

Camp Borden. He arrived in the UeXe on 16th kogust, 1941 and from Bournemouth o

was posted to o, 53 (ﬁ} CeTels at Llandewe  On fiaiching his course he was

given the choice of various Sguadroas in No. 11 Group to go tc and ‘chose

Hos 615 anbi=-flak Squadron, He 4id no sorties with this squadron but was

posted imnediately to 245 long raage & canon Hurricane’ Squadron. e did one

intruder operation over France anl a few normal night z:atrol# with 245, On

22nd J;xlj, he was posted es Flight Commender to 175 Harribomber Squadron- then

at Varmwell, e has done agpgfr::iiimataiy’ 1) sorties, mainly aight and dad

shipping reconnaisssnces, = “Ve go out = heck of a lot but $t's nt':{:. & every

time wo Bee anyining” he saids In his £light are three other Aastraiians)

f»gt. long,; Sgbe Hosser (Papua, and Sgt. (reaves, The i-?x;r:ibamberg Zo out in

formations of four or eight in deylight and in pairs at night = 7/Lt. indrews

has made tlwee actusl attacks on shipring = two on mrcé:-:antmeﬁ and one on. an

E = boat off Lisardrieux Zast of Laanion, The lutier was one of four moored

in the estuary., ihe Eiuwi.’mmberé 'attaﬁ.;.keé at O feet, with a Spuadron and a

half of Spitfires as cover. "I saw MeG, striking ell the way in' T/I4

Andrews —saiz;i. "then I sew my hombs burst either on the stern or vory lese to it.”
His first atieck oa a merchantman was his first eancounter with the

enemys It ook place in the Chennel North of Sept Ile,  Hight Hurribombers

et

attacked a convoy of gévan ships. "I went in No, 2 as it was my Cirst
show' F/Lt Andrews said "We recken the pair of us hit a me:'chcmtmma of

50 to 1,0{30 tons,” Anegr were given e damaged cat.é;,.‘ "There's a;wgys bags
of flak around ﬁhm convoys' he said "Ve ,;35 in low level and rely on speed and
surprizse %o get us through'. He added that they 'zzé_m usually spotted when
abcut two miles of'f,

The second attack on merchant shippiag was at nighte Two
Furribombers attacked a convoy of aboui seven ships vetween Guernsey and
Jersey "That was the best flak disnlay i‘ve ever seen, even; including the
Dieppe show' F/Lt Andrews said’ “We couldn't see much, but I clamed a dariaged

and it was later confirmed by iatelligence, I escuped with one bullet hole,

FIand —

S et SSE St g



that's 211"

F/Lt Andrews did twe sorties on the day of the combined
operations raid on Dieppe, one in the very early morning, the other at
1l aums The early morning attack was on the heavy artil%)gy along the
wateffrcnt. “We went in just as the troops were drawing in to shore"

he said "the flak had well and truly woken up. I dived onto the gun

positions and dropped two 500 1b. bombs, They'landgd in the target area."”

The later gortie was a low lé§31 attack on two sgall gun
positions. F/Lt Andrews boibs were confirmed as going directly into
the widdle of the target. (S/Ldr Allcock P.R.O. 1€ Group has stills of
this attack) The Hurribomber'é teil was completely snot away on this

sortie,
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AUSe ap5u15 Sergeant Pilot A.J. Long, of Toow66mba.

e -
He was on No., 13 course itrain atb Nos 29 .7.5.;

Bradfield Park, No. 6 E.F.T.S.,/E;mWorth and Mo . 1h S . F.2.S., at

Aylmer, Canada. He was on the HMonterey with the contingent for
Overseas Headquarters as,fé;/;s Canada. Frqm"Canada he crossed in the

/

Orion, arriving in Mapc€h,19L2.

He was sted to No. 59 0.T

Pilot Officgg/s. Hill, of Brisbane

and on July 21 with

was posted to No, 175 Hurribomber

squadron af/Warmwello : = :
m ~ : \&4
/f— light Lleutenant Andrew§, 5 15y - %ueenslandﬁiéemmﬁﬁés~
Covuligsmly /Yoo ca. e A7 Corran—ae Ao, :
2 == T Wbywﬁquadzgaéﬁﬁﬁkﬁ%v
one

D

S U A
.ﬂesigaeé—§5;§§lenc§(the coastal guns Whtolwe®e firing on the withdrawing
troops. S— ' '

The
: e 72»%,.;/
Hurri-bombers were escorted by two sguadrons of Spltflresk were

engaged by FW 190's and lost two aircrafe, 75 squadron suffered no
22 2L s s :

losses TR <o g e oy - V‘.Jm(—-
R

"Ilye—mever SEEIl BU Ay prercs—in—ell-my life!' said —
Sergeanf—E6ﬁ@?““rne—ﬁurr&—bembef%rwmuﬁLjuuﬁJxﬂJLJﬂuuxuasﬁul_silencing—a;1

the—sirore CUNS .
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o
of us hit a merchentman of 500 to 1000 tons.™ T/h/e/; were given a 'daxna@d/

2 Andrews: said there was elways phlplenty of flak around the cﬁnvoys.

"We go im at low level, and rely ?/m speed and surprise to g/eff us throughe.
Fherexzrexsxumiix We are usually Spo;zted when about two mile off o

- The second attack on merchant shlpping was at night. Pwo Hurribombers attacked

/
a convoy of about seven ships//between Guernsey and Jersey.

*That was the best ﬂak dlsplay I have ever se,e{. even including the

Dieppe show,® he said. ; 'We couldn't see much, ut I claimed a *'damsged,! and

it was later confimed by Intelligence, escaped et with one bullet-

hole,.

) /&ndrews did f‘"i;wo sorties on the

of the combined opergtions raid on

/ Dieppes one i?”the very early morping, and the other at 11 a.m.—Tke-earlier

A Pt i blrtie.,
<+—eome—was-on_the heavy artille. along the waterfrdéat. -Ehey(went im-a,stas s
VR M (Fissr a—o e

the troops\»we drﬁi*i‘n?:. o the shor

e) '.%anti-alrcraft fire was mm
LS f/«/g

£

: Shag xndrews dived on to the gun positmns/and drépppd
‘ two 5001b. bombs « m in the target areae

D
-* - —The T:»f;;

rtie s’a low=-leve att k on, two =% gun pitione. W‘
% (‘Wé were onf1 'as /® 7di ctly nt_ — L

%

i

//(SQ;UAIBC!\I-IEADER AIICWK, P.R.O. 10 GROUP, HAS SI'IIIS CF @ .&TI'ACKA.)




Operati s raid on Rieppe, one a ack on the’ hore bat ies in the

‘ early mi mg, the other at 11 a. rected nst smal guh/\:sitions.
[ In ha f’llght me other Australiasns, Sergeant A.J, Long,

of Toowoomba, Sergeant T,.F.Rosser, of Port Moresby, Papua; and Sergeant

Tl
J.H.Greaves, of@S W :
//In a m Hurr:.-'bomber squadron/aae Flight Sergeant W.H.Moore,
(s MSJ&"‘-"T )
of Dirrabandi, Queensland/ and F.L:Lght Sergeant Colin Benjamin, of Sydney,
\
Benjamin has done-three—

both Hurré‘gomber veterans,
on aerodromess army C and fctor-

ies, Flight Sergean};/ﬁoore ‘hag’'made three ghfacks on ghipping, one on a

submarine warehgxféé near ges, one o shell factory, and three on




184423/ Air

COFY QF ENCLOSE - Aﬁ@ FORCE MEIBOURNE. (DIEPHE)

AL. 51 2n/8/h2/

ustralisan pllots,

Aaving base before

dawE;AwereEirst Allied aircraft over Dieppe(.) 1In face of‘%eavy barrage they
A

attacked the flak posts and gave easy a%ess to a

/ s we oA
" formation of four-cannon Kurricanes 'follow% [_Meanwhile{ Commandos_Jended ¢
~

on western sector of town(.)
:yfeéd
-oi: doanv-%»——-———’

=
returned to refuel and reload,and returened to attack strong gun-post east

/
te Lo
of am.whlch was firing on the naval forces(.) <Flimhi—Sergesnt Benjamin's

s

VS
silenced,‘battem;(:i:

A e AS
alrcraft  Dbadly shot up, but by skilful pllotlng nnnaged reach base(.) ILater
ﬂ’
1éﬁqday sq-ua&re-n— returned to put out of action battery shelling the ships(.)
I{§ :
[ Final order to/pllots was qurrte you must get those guns —mn;:ma:he( ) Describing

< = 5& W&——-
wwmmﬁvhﬂchﬁs—sing the Channel /Squedron of

22,,“. /4 y
ME 109's sat above we but did not come down M—%.) -—Jﬁa went in zero
~

feet with guns blazing&bombed/'post out of existence(.) H:"turned sharply and

s - MoBAE ~ =G
fired on some tro%ps and transport(.) Zsaw ,{ﬁn%ers 88 attacking destroyer
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: A
covering last of convoy{zy \Kput on full boosglferﬁhnrﬁutﬁﬁr-

robables were almost
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