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On this E{ézf day of June One thousand nine hundred
and forty-seven NX500502 Pte. Leo BALDWIN of the 3 Aust
Rft Bn., at GRETA in the State of New South Wales a member
of the Australian Military Forces, makes ogth and says as
follows:=-
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Thet as NX33980 Pte. BALDWIN, L., I was a member of
the 2/20th Bn., 8th Division, =nd was in, MALAYA at the
time of the Japsnese sattack on that country.

That I became a prisoner oﬂA81hgapore Islénd on the
15 Feb 42 upon the surrender of Singapore and was then
imprisoned at CHANGI Gaol for a period of ninse months.

That early in the month of November, 42 I was placed
on a Ship for Japan and on arrival there, I was sent
to the "Stainless" factory at NAOETSU near TUKODA.

That in September, 44 I was transferred to the SHINETSU
factory and a Japanese guard who i1s only known to me as
"Fishface" was on duty at that factory. "Fishface" was
e clvilian guard and not a member of the Japanese Armye

That it was the generel practise of "Fishface" to assign
to men work that was too heavy for them in their weskened
physical conditién. Then when they would fail to carry
out the task "Fishface" would best them with a pick-
hardle which he carried and would meinly strike the men
about the head end shoulderses

That I often witnessed "Fishface" administering brutal
bashings to Austrelisns at the SHINETSU factorye.

That I, myself, was beaten by "Fishfsce" on many occasions
when 1 was in too weakened a physical condition to carry

out the work assigned to me and "Fishface" would beat me :
over the head and back with a pikf-handle. These "bashings"
Were severe and were often prolonged by "Fishface" until

I was beaten into & state of unconsciousness.

That early in October, 44 I was casught with twenty potetoes
in a bag, inside the factory ares. These potatoes had

been removed from the food store by my fellow priscners
end by myself to supplement our inadequate rationse Upon
discovery being made, I was forced to stand in the

-yard and was beaten by Sgte TYOKI and Sgt SIBANO, both of
the Japanese Armym one CORN@, an interpreter, and "Fishface”
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At this incident "PFishface" was the most brutel sttacker
end I was besten sbout the head and back for a period of
nearly one hour until I became unconsclous.

S That later in the month of October, 44 I was suffering
from dysentery and compelled to make frequent visits
to the latrines. I was on the way to the latrine when.
"P$ shface® stopped me and asked me why I went to ths
latrines so oftene I told him that I was suffering from
dysentery and asked to see the doctors "Fishface" replied
that I would not be allowed to see the doctor and gave me
snother severe beatinge

10, That "Fishfsce® did not concentrate on me but used to
beat 21l the Austreliasn prisoners indiscriminately.

11, That Sgte GRAY was often severely beaten by "Fishface"
in my presence, end "Fishfece" used to beat him with
the pick=hendle. o

12, That when I paraded sick to the R.A.P. I was often
attacked by a very small Japanese medical orderly who
was known to the Australisen prisoners as "The Germ",

I do not know him by any other mame. "Fhe Germ" would
stend on s chelr and beat me about the face asnd head with
his fistse #1lso he would spit in my fecee. ;

13e That the assaults by "The Germ" were never carried out

in the presence of the Japanese Doctore Meny other
Avustralisn prisoners were attacked by him, in my presence,
in o similar menner and all of us were teeated badly by
thls wretched specimen.

14, That "The Germ" was a very insignificant little men of
unpleasant appearence and with & vitriolic temper, but

I cannot recedll any other physical characteristics which
would asgsist in his identification.

SWORN by the sbovensmed deponekt )
LEO BALDWIN at GRETA in the State)

of New South Wales on the \5};€i

day of June One thousand nine

-

St B S St Mt A,

hundred end forty-seve;;;

Before me, i . Capte(A.A.L.C)
Bd Jo THWAITES)

An'Officgr/bf/the Australian Military Forees.
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to have any body in it. it long intervals we would get & little

o s 57

On this ,/472z day of December, (ne thousend nine bhundred
and forty siz, HX50050& Pte Leo BALDWIN of CO¥RA P,UW. GROUP in the
State of New &auth Fgles - ﬁelaiar - makes aat@ gué sgas as followsse=

1. I was HX33980 Pte Leo BALDWIN of 2/20 sust Infanitry in, 8 fust
Div, sar?iﬁg in the UALAYAN PHENINSULAR. I arrived in HALAYA with
ny ﬁait on 18 February 1941 and vas cap t&reﬁ by the Japanese in
lerch or Spril 1842,

2, I w=s reasonsbly fit wzhen captured. I was not wounded and was
duty in action #ith my Unit. I was captured in CINGAFORE.

'&fter ﬁy capture I was in various caups in the ﬂieinity of SINGAPGRE,

until I was sent to NADETED Camp In JAPAN.

Z« To the best of ny recolleciion the party which went 1o this
Camp comprised sbout 300 &ll rankse.

4, Yhen we Tirst arrived the food was better than I had got used
to in MALAYA =nd seemed to be adeguate.

5, It consisted of riee and stew, mostly vegetable stew but some-
tines there wes some meat. K

\
8. Dach meal we gﬁ% shout as much rice as would £ill 2z pint \
p&ﬁﬂlﬂiﬂ and zbout half & pint of stew. The cocking was done by |
bustraiians, The stew was thin and vatery. I was not 2 cook \
but I spent guite 3 lot of time round the cookhouse snd I could see
that the supplies were so small that the cooks had to mske the
stew thin for it to go round.

7« About & weeks asfter we zrrived the food started to get worse.
Up to then we hed not been working. Then we started working the
rice was reduced to gbout helf =2 pannikin per meal. The amount
of stew was increassed to sbout a pannikin per meal but instead of
being vegetable stew with carrots and turmips with an occasional
piece of meat, it was maée with turnip tops, = little bit of tumip,
iR, It was very thin and did not seeu

piece ﬁf‘meat or fiﬁ&.

8. I do ﬁﬁt know what the seewood was, it was of three kinds, &gﬁ
was = thin slab sbout 8 ins long 1i® wide and §" thick. It was a.
faded reddish colour snd tough, It locked zs though it had been ’\&;
mzde and pressed into slabs- Another cne sbout i-ff long, % wide
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and about 1® thick. It wes g”@eﬁ, was not gs hayrd as the ?Qﬁﬁlﬁﬂ
one but it wlaa looked ss if it had been made up snd “?@ﬁ&ﬁd into

slabs. The third sort was like & tengled ball of sirlug ond wes

biack. It w2s ?ary tough unless it wes well coocksd.

8. #&fter some %@&ks of this I saw the fishing bBoats in the river
nearby begin going out andsoon alter we begam to get fish. Ye got
a fair cusntity of fish and cur total rations were sbout as much as
zhen we first came into camp.

18. Some weeks later we 3n@§§ed getting stew, znd the rice ané fish
renzined about the same.

11, Some weeks later again the guality of the rice fell off, but
barley vas mized in 1t znd the q&aﬁtity wes increased %o »35&t '~f.
& pannikin,

12. This went on for some months, then the rice stopped and we got
2 of 2 pannikin of aaxi%y, The zmount of Fish becane less a about
ttf i& tﬁ»«mﬂ#

13. his ¢i§a went on for some months, then we got alwmost 2
y&ﬁ&iﬁiﬂ of bariey mixed with what laak&d like millet seed snd we
started g@téiug stews zgain. The ztevs were ?@mﬁﬁﬁ&hl@, ®ith
turnips and turmipy tops end every now and agaia some mest, Curyy
wes g?ﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁﬂ and it~h@1peé to make the sitew palatetles By this
time we wers not getting any fish,

: lé; After some months we got the "millet¥ seed only, sbout &
pamikin fall, and the stew was made of turnip tops or seaweed, but
no mesnte :

15, Some months later we went back ﬁgdlﬁ to millet and aawley, but
the stew wes still very poor. There was ﬁ&rﬁly oy aest and aaxy
-o¢casionally a few suwsil fish. -

18, Ve bad this for some months and then went back to bariey
straight. The stews were still bad, Eﬂ@y vere just Bseaweed? with
turnip tops Gceasianallg, and very rarely & few smell flsh. Ye
were on this dist vhen peace came.

17 War mhant the first vesr we used Tt zst & small loaf of white
bread, sbout I-lbe, every Sunday aight. Et was not & good bresd,
sut it was guiteeailble. This was baked in the tomn af HAOERES.
Then 1% stopped we hesrd there had been trouble with the baker.
After that our own cocks used to nake a very‘h&fé loaf from bafiey
or this "millet® seed and we used to get small loaf every Sunday
ni gh'%;m :

18, The food was very tastless, and th@r@ wes never enoughf to
£i1) we up. I wes slways hungry z2nd lost 2 lot of weightes I was
about 150 1bs wvhen I first went into the Arzy znd sfter zbout £ yrs
in JAPAN I wos down to 46 kilogrzmmes (shout 101 1bs)e I went
into hospitsl shout that time snd I never gsined weight afterwards.

19, Ve liﬁ@ﬁ\iﬁ wocden huts, most of which had two stories. Hech
story was faivly high. They were o? veod with 2 concrete grganﬁ
floor and a wooden floor to the first~£1§@ra They hsd only & few
small windomws with sliding giass frames. The ventilation was poor
The latrines were just outside the deor nf the quariers and they
w&rﬁ»nat kept vary’aleﬁﬁs Jur living « quarters ﬁﬁalt rather badlye.

20; fhﬁ'&@ﬁ slept on the floor and on a piatform ahgut €t from the
floor snd sbout 8% yije» vhich ran the full length of eaﬁh roon in
big rooms on both sides =nd in smsll rooms on one side. Hesrly ail
the huts had some sort of stove in them. The men had to sleep.
gkauiﬁer %o shoulder but so far ag I »as concerned the qusrters,

- e



although sad were not intolerable.

Zi« The winters *a%a very ¢old, and we vwere issued with up o

“seven bisnkets, I siways had enough 10 keep ue waru.

22- Froo ﬁh@‘tiﬂ& we reached the camp very iittie clothing
@T@?z%@§a Durine ths vicde Tine I was there I got only 2 ¢
khaki drili trousers, 4 eotion shirts, 2 khaki drill jackel
two pairs of bootls ﬂf with cloth uppers and rubber soles. et
n@a?ly siweys rageged in spuesrance snd duving the wianters I never
Had enough clgﬁhiﬁg to keep nyself =arm vhen I w23 oulside.

23, I was sent to work in CHIBETSU PACTGRY, 1 think the Feociowy
was making steel. I Teceived 10 SENE = day for every day on shich
I worked, Our hours of work were Trom 02060 hrs to 1700 hes delly.

M

.« For the mest ﬁart, provides I ﬁ@f&@ﬁ, I was eble o work st oy
ﬁﬁ& rate, slthough occasionally either z factory foreamse or the
Japenese in charvge of my particuler party would ctand by snd make me
work harder than was necessary. ¥ a men wss tbaﬁght tc be leafing;
he wmould e besten with a stick like & pick handle by the foremen
or by the Japsmese in charge of his vaszny party.

At ?irﬁt I was put to worik losding =nd unlosding truvks snd
sktips and general l&bﬁﬁ“&ﬁ* This w=s ouiside w@?k J&& We yere
Lept 2% %@%% regsrdiess of ithe weather, rain or snow wade no
difference. o

: ud%@? X bsc ‘,“@gger and “%ayaﬁ on thaet until I was relessed.
gf the two, tée @hﬁﬁiﬂ% joos were the worst. The weather made it
hard snd z.ﬁﬂﬁ were sn@y short breaks 7in the morning and zfternoon
and at lunchtime. As & stoker I worked in half-hour shifts and had
“&1 an hour off in betwsen. The work was hard and the nalf hour
bresk was mﬁn@&ﬁ@@l? necessary o keep goins.
5 48 far a5 1 can ree&llf%ﬁﬁ first six or ﬁigmt months there vere
ac bestings or very harsh trestoent. Dariag thﬁ next four or five
uonths there were occasionzl cases of bPeatings and harsh treatsent.
From the eénd of the first yeur bad trestuent becane fresuent sud did
not Inprovee .

26, I nove seen uen foveed to stand in the
one to three hours vith their zrus peised 2f

for anyihing Trom
24y ”@@@t ti.eir hesds.
if eny man bent his arms he would be zmx hit mith\ stick or kicked
or punched by the Jazpanese in charge of the group. :

sn

27+ For offences such ss bresking & food bowl, I have seen sen
beatsen with & ﬁt&z{, or punched, or boll, uniil they becaue
uneonscious, znd sometimes vhen they were unconseicus a ducket of
water would be poured over them, even in the depihs of winler when

. there was deep snow on the ground.

28. I remember an occasion sbout half way gg“ﬁwgh the period st the
ﬁﬁ&? when an iateryr@taw whose name scundted, COUEC got ﬁﬁe gshole camp

+ &t sbout 2200 hrs &t ﬁighu,‘far&eé thwm #wp in & ecircie and pul
znta the &aﬂtva a2 numher of the personnel which included all v%hka
He msde these men act lzke’*ﬁ s wﬁﬂ wrestle and run sround as though
They were énimais, I caunoct say how ldmg we vere kept there, but I
estimated 1t to have been zbout Two or 22 hours, This wes a hot
nizht in the summer, ¥e had 19 go to work ithe next daya.

£3. On znether occasion, I think during one summer, tﬁ& officers
came on darsde two or three minutes afier the men. Szt SHIBAND
formed then into & sguad and stood then to atteniion in & sepurate
grous. It was ralning stendily 2% the tine and I savw thex 5811l
stending to atiention when I leoft for work sbout $-hr later.

&0. I =azv one man, vhose name I k&v& forgotten, brouzht frow the

‘égfi'éjzgktxéil;;11;y\,» ' ‘ /6522? | “z%?.“r



detention rocm one winter morning before mork parade and nade 1o

- stand to -ttﬁatiﬁﬁ, He wes knoched dowmn by one of the staff, I
cinnot re ber which. Waler was poured over him; he was gﬁl}%&

to his ?@gt add knocked down agaian. He was left 1gimg on the
ground for & few uwinutes then pullsd to hia feet and sent to work.

e i ﬁa@-?ﬁ@ BAYLIES simzisrig trected only in this case he wos
beaten every twa or tﬂ?@@ days during his g@ri@@ in defention. He
wags either hHeaten in the ﬁ@?&iﬂg when the beatincs continued up to
the tims 3“%??&33 clzc had loft for work or else he was 3%&%&& in
the evening when he csue back o Camp., I hesrd that shen B8
veaten In the merning, he wes sent to work =t zbhout 1000 gr&* 7
have been in detention and the mesls e@nﬁisé of a rice bzll znd
water twlee s day with o 1little stew 2t the ﬁvﬁniﬁg meal. Pie
BATLISS ‘subsequently died,
She

: About Jannagy'iﬁéﬁ the treatment in the Camp got sorse. I1i-
ireatment was com@on. For exaupls, Pte Qeoorge fﬁ??@ﬁ sn Australisn
dediczl Ovderly emzloyed in the Hospital Bection of the Camp dropped
a thermoneter at zbout S Delte one night, on about 15 Janusry %45 he

was interrogeted for sbout an hour. I saw it through = window. e
was then tzken oubside and a Japsnese Interprefer nsmed {00 or
&amﬁ%&ang 1ike that best him with 2 stick, I then went to bed, but
for sbout three hours I could hesr SUTTON sereaming. I ¢id not see

him after I went to bed, I sazw SUTION next mﬁfﬁi~? - he had

bruises and cults zeross his back and legs, and he told me that ihe
Japsnese hed kept him up 211 night, beating hinm snd throdng water
on him. He %ﬁﬁt to w@*k at a Factory next day, and did not resume
1ﬁe§ie&1 Orderiies duties natil tmo or th ires wesks before we were :
released.

£5. About s aat@ later — early in Pebrusry - sbout 10th or 12th -
I got soume Qtﬁtﬁﬁ” fron 2 shed near our guarters - they rere a““
@w th*zk - gnd I hid then in 2 b&g, Bt a Japanese ns

earched me and the bag =znd found them. &,gt BOEX J;}W“ %ﬁ“@ Lp .«m{z
*tuzfe@ wiole raw potatoes in my mouthn, snd he snd ihe interpreter
CORHO beat me on the head with ﬁiﬁkgu

&e I witness to this was Sgt-Eajor FINLAY of 2/18 ®n. Inother
“iﬁa@a ¥as o men numed FRASER, who used to be in the scue Compeny
755 & i&?m@}.?r

Z5. On another oeccasion, “gt SHIBANO (about two wacks later — I
don't remember the exsct time) b@ me with his fists., & dedicsl

- Orderly named Druce POITER was r@gaﬁt, and he also waﬁ beaten.

This was done because ¥e haod ﬁjﬁ&@ﬁ sur eating bowls. 1 zlse saw
Lieut LEE of my own Unit béaten with & stick by Sgt Sﬁ?ﬁ"%ﬁ - 1
cannot repember the daies - but I have seen him several tines

besting Officers with his fists and with a stick Iike = training vod..

&€. Except for the Camp ﬁnmﬁt, whom ¥e Tarely sas, all the staff
zas copcerned in this treatment, sometimes one only =t 2 %ime, =t
other tinzes seversl would join togetier. :

27, The Staff ¥ can regember consisted of
Sgt SHIBATD who acted gs Camp Rad.le
Szt ACKI a gedical Bg
ﬁﬁl KaTavaa an in ﬁ&?“?@t&”

CORED an in »ﬁ“;*‘?t&
KATO ¥h0 was & boolmaker, or in charge of

the issus of and yag ir of boots (Pie
BABFORD 2 bootumaker worked under him).
6 i i@ charge of the alaa%zag store
pﬁfha Geral aedical orderly, ¢ very smell nan
' HES #ho apreared to be (Chief Japanese Cook
& private soldler scted as Generali
Dutyman and wsiked with

& ilmg = soemed ko have
one lez shoriter then the
other. /aﬁﬁv
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HOPPY a private soldier who was in charge of
55 one of the SHINETSH working party. He
seemed to have something wrong with his

enkle and walkedwth & kind of hop.

FREZDY a small nuggety man w=ith a fairly fat
face. Je was in charge of encther of
the SHINETSU working parties.

8%, Of these the wornt were

EiT0 (the bootmaker)
HOPPY

Tese men vwere all in camp and fock part in more ingidents such
as those I heave described than the others. :

%5, W©THE CEIM® was in the Nedicsl Post most of the tlme, IHe did
not take much part in the cutside bestings, but I was bezaten by
him and I saw others being beaten by blw when they reporied sick.

40, The others mentioned 4id tske part in beatings but not =8
often 25 those memntloned aboves ;

§¥0RE by the abovenaned depoment
Leo BALDVIE st SUDUSY in the state

of Hewy South Veles this 7 - { %)Q,ZOAAM
el m:;ag e oé;aeﬂéﬁ-»#unu'*""

i

day of December, one Thous
mndred and forty six

BEFGHE M5
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On this twenty-seventh day of March, One thousand nine hundred and
forty-six, NX12309, Albert Frank BALL of 2/15 Fd Regt, whose home-
address is 12 David St, CROYDON, in the State of New South Wales,

makes oath and says as follows:-

1. Having been taken prisoner at SINGAPORE on 15 Feb 42 I was
subsequently sent to THAILAND and set to work on the construction of
the BURMA-THAILAND Railway.

2e - During Sept-Nov 1943 the PWs in the Camp at KONKOITA SOUTH, where
I was, were working for several Japanese engineer parties one of which
was called TAMARA TAI Party. In this party was one, 1st Class Private
MARTIAMA who was evidently a senior soldier as he was often in charge of

a working group from this Engineer Party. WMARIAMA was a loud mouthed,
self-opiniated type but rarely struck PWs to my knowledge and being often
with this party I would be in a fair position to know. -

S However, on one occasion when & party comprising officers and
OR!s working together were reguired to move a tremendously heavy winch
ashore from a grounded barge, MARIANA, apparently not being satisfied
with the work, endeavoured to expedite matters by cagstigating the
personnel concerned with a many-ended bunch of signal wire, which was
handy, having the effect of o cat-an-nine-tails. No serious injury
was caused to any member of the party but several suffered painful
lashes from the loose ends of wire. This was done in the presence of
mixed Asiatic coolies also employed by the Japanese on the railway
construction side by side with us.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent )

NX12309 Albert Frank BALL at ) (53&21%:
SYDNEY on the twenty-seventh day ) =&
of March, One thousand nine hund-) e
red and forty-six )

RdBlohbbar 1,
Ro.R.B.OICKSON
NX2557¢
An Officer of the Australian
Military Borces.

BEFORE ME

-
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On this Swf day of March, One thousand nine hundred and forty-
six NX12309 Major Albert Frank BALL of 2/15 Aust Fd Regt makes
oath and says as follows:-

BT I was taken prisoner by the Japanese in Singapore on

15 Feb 42 and placed in BIRDWOOD CAIP. Birdwood Gamp was
ocopied by 2/10 Fd Regt, 2/15 FA Regt and 2/4 Anti-Taxk Regt and
was under the command of HQ RAA 8 Div. The CRA was Lt-Col
McEachern,

2o Approximately one week after our arrival at Birdwood Camp T

received instructions from RHQ 9/15 F4 Regt that T was to be in

charge of a party to bury a number of bodles on the beach. T

repo t 0 RAA 8 Div for instructions and the only information
/aE?TI - = s that T wes in charge of 2 paepby of four officers

and approximately 60 ORs from the three artillery regiments and

was to proceed to the beach to bury a number of dead personnel.

3 When my party had been assembled I took them down to the.
beach and only after a certain amount of difficulty and interrogation
X of various Japanese on the beach T located the bodles to -be buried.
‘There were a pproximately 140 dead Chinese alonz the water's edge
;nger a distance of approximately 100 yards. They were of all ages
anging from boys to old men. Some were dressed in Chinese clothes
and some in European clothes. They had been shot by small arms
fire malnly about the upper part of the body and head and I would
say that they had obviously een shot from behind. Capt H. TUCKER
who was MO attached to the 2/4 Anti-Tank Regt and who accompanied
me to the beach estimated that thHey had been dead for varying
periods. He estimated that some had been dead for as long as four
days and others only for aproximately 24 hours. The bodies
were tied together in batches of approximately six to eight with
their hands behind their backs by means of signal wire. We
commeneed digging at approximately 1500 hoursg and I think three
pits were dug approximately 15 feet square and five feet deep. The
work was not completed until the afternoon:-of the following day but
the personnel comprising the burial party were changed on the
following morning as the work was most unpleasant and the stench
of the dead bodies most objectionable. '

4, I have no idea who was responsible for the death of these
Chinese nor whether the Jap Camp Cormmandant was implicated in any

way. I do not know who the Jap Commandant was at this particular
time but he may possibly have been a lieutenant named OKOSAKTI. T
cannot supply the names of any Jap officers or NCOs who were in
the area at the time as all our administration was done through

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent
NX12309 Major Albert Frank BALL
at Sydney on the 4»/&k day of
March One thousand nine hundred
and forty-six. :

BEFORE ME: Wliiiﬁm Owen Anderson Astridge,
Captain, an officer of the Australian
Military Forces.
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Tils is the photograph marked No. 56
produced and shown to Bruce SHIRRIFF

at SYINEY at the time of syearing his
affidavit this ¢ , day of
April, one thousand Zine hundred and

fortyseven _ ;
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A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
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‘Photo No 58 2 AWCS SCAP )
i & |
% This is the photograph {
. marked No.58 produced and f
. shown to Bruce SHIRRIFF at |
| SYINEY at the time of 1
| swearing his affidavit this |
,4u»dafday'of April \

one thoéusand nine hundred j
and fortyseven ‘
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- This is the photograph §
- numbered 141 produced and |
. shown to BRUCE SHIRRIFF

1

| at SYDNEY at the time of "

wearing his affidavit this |
M /’Wwd;ay of April f

one thousand nine hundred |

and fortyseven 1
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This 1s the photograpl
mumbered 14la produced and
shown to BRUCE SHIRRIFF af

| SYINEY at the time of |
i wearing his ,affidavit this
f MW day of April .|
| one thousend nine hundred !

and fortyseven
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|
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On this thirteenth day of Jamuary one thousand nine hundred and
fortyseven William Henry BAINAVE of 8 St Minerva Aveme, North
Sydney in the State of New South Wales, Bricklayer, makes oath

and says as follows :-

1. As NX53675 Sig W.H. BAINAVE I was made Prisoner of War in
Singapore on 15 Feb 42 and later transferred to KOBE HOUSE,

9. In the photograph in the folder marked "Al" now produced
and shown %0 me I identify the following :-

(a) T™e Japanese mumbered 2 as the Japanese soldier known

to me as Corporal MARETA,
3

(b) The Japanese numbered
to me as "MAD 3@CT&R"

(¢c) The Japanese numbered 4 as the
to me as NTAKENAKA"

as the Japanese soldier known

Japanese officer known

(d) The Japanese numbered 16 as the Japanese soldier kmown

to me as "BETTY BOOP",

(e) The Japanese rumbered 17 as the Japanese soldier known

t0o me as "HORSE FACE"

{f) The Japanese numbered 21 as the Japanese soldier known

to me as "DARKIEY.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent
William Henry BALNAVE at SYDNEY
this thirteenth day of January oOne
thousand nine hundred and fortyseven

>

BEFORE ME / .!/
/

A Justice of the Peace.
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L BLS C;Ljy ooy O£42&:€L°“‘;f’ une Thousand Nine Hundred
and forty six William Henry 5&lnave of 8 St. Hinerva Ayenue, North

Sydney, in the State of New South Wales, Bricklayer, makes oath
and says as follows:-

I was captured at-f;ﬂ/dv4/2%4ﬁf on 15 Feb 42. At that
time 1 was A5a6”5_31 Balnave, W.H. of 8 Div Sigs.

2o i was an inmate of Kawasaki PuW Camp, Kobe, from about
11 pec 42 to about 13 Jum 45.

Se When we arrived the Camp Commendant was Morimote. He

was = Lieutenant when we first arrived and he remained there until
sbout the middle of 1944. He was then transferred to Usaka HG,
about 13 or 14 miles away. He was st till concerned with the camg
because he visited the camp regularly. ©n all inspections Horimoto
was presente. ; »

4. Un 8 Aug 43 someone had written on une lavatory at the
shipyards werds to the effect "Bura the 3rec1 us shipyar
was seen by bhe Jug%nebe interpreter amnd after returain:
hipyards to camp the Australians and Dutch PsW were i
There were about 3uu of us. ' lorimoto spoke to us through
an interpreter and asked the man respomsible for the writing to come
forward. Nobody came forward and several men were guestic '
gorimoto thrgugh the interpreter. Two were then selected
into Horimotois office. The names of:. the two soldiers were Sig
Bruce Sherriff and Sig Don Lynch, 8 Div Sigs. There was a window
to the office about 1lu'! x 5' facing onte the parade ground. 1 saw
tie two Australians enter the Gfllce. The Japanese in the office
ere Morimote, Cpl Hurata, who was usually in charge of working
Uv”b‘@S, Sgt Major, whom we knew as Big Bill, and an interpreter
from Usaka. A few moments after, 1 saw the Japanese Sgt dajor
#1Big Bill® punch both the men with his clased fists twe or three
times. The men were weak and thin and fell to the fleer. 1 then
aw TBig Bill® ge through the motioms of kicking the men. The
window did not reach the ground level but from the movements of his
arms ““d the upper part of the body it was quite evident  that "Big
Bill® wg v1borouslv kicking. 1 ce l see down to the upper part of
RBig 5111‘5“ thighs.
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were pulled te their feet and it
uestioned. They let Lynch go then
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and he returned to the parade ground. We were then dismissed.

6. Sheriff was put in the guard house =nd kept there for about

 four days. When he came out I saw that his face was cut about and swollen :

end he had bruises or his back. He told me that they had severely
bashed him every day and forced him to sign a confession that he had
been responsible for the writing on the lavatory.

Tl After Lynch had been allowed to return to the parade
ground, they recalled Lynch to the CGuard room and he stayed there a
couple of days. He told me that he was severely bashed while in there
and I saw hisface was swollen and bore the signs of blows when he came
out. : ‘

S They were bashed in the guard house by the Japanese guards.
I do not know who there were as they were changed from week to week.

9. After hisrelease Lynch appeared toc be effected in his mind,
eand in my opinion this was caused by the bashings. Morimoto told Lynch
that he was sorry for the punishment of Lynch as Sherriff was the guilty
one and they gave Lynch a light job in camp. He never appeared to
recover fully his senses and sbout Oct 43 he fell off his bed (2 double

decker type) and injured his spine. His bed was the upper one. He died

two days later. I am not sure of those dates but T believe they are
spproximately correct. : :

10, Lbout the middle of 43 there was =Bed Brocs inspection of
our camp. There were some survivors there from the "Lisbon Maru" which
had been torpedoed. They were suffering severely from Melectric feet®
beri beri and starvetion and were in a very low condition. 'They were
given no medical attention and at the time of the inspection has been
in the camp about three weecks.

13 . At the inspection Morimoto ordered these men to be placed

in a separate hut snd gusrds were put there with them. They were threat-
ened that if they spoke or tried to attract the attention of the Red
Cross people they would be dealt with. The Red Cross peonle were told
that this hut was vaeant. I talked with these survivors myself and
learnt the above facts from them.

172 In late 43 or early 1944 a Dutchman in the camp, known as
Black Sam, was found guilty of selling a2 Japanese raincozt. He was put
in the guard house naked. It was bitterly cold at the time and he was
allowed a riee ball a day. This weighed asbout 4 to 5 ozs. He was
allowed one blanket. I was told by the Duteh Doctor (Eickmann) who
attended him that he was severely bashed in the guard house and that as
& result of this he went ocut of his mind and died about 11 dsys after
he was admitted to the Guard House. The cemp Cuartermaster Mishikawa,
investigated the case of stealing and accused Black Sam. At that time
Morimoto was in charge of the camp and the guard house was part of the
building in which his Office was. I cannot say who actually did the
bashing while the Dutchman was in goal.

il : Mishikewa was consistently cruel. He frequently bashed

prisoners in the camp area. He was there sbout two years and I have

seen him on many occasions beat PsW with fists, sticks, belt and boots.
This was an everyday occurrence. He appeared to hate PsW snd any trivial
reason would lesd him to beat a PW, such as failure to salute, late on
parade ete.

AL On one occasion on a boot inspectibn in 1944 a Dutchman

Mb"\

@fé’ AL
wHE

was seen by Mishikewa to concezl some boots in some grass. He walked
over and got the boots, held one in each hand, stood the Dutchman to
attention and beat him dout the head until he fell to the ground. He

gave him & dozen or so blows. The Dutchman was made unconscious. -

15 I knew a C»l. Muratz. That &2 how I pronounced the name.
There wes a L/Cpl Bob Hlanagan of 8 Div,&nlgﬁe camp zbout the middle of
43. 1In the ship year yards he struck his Japanese boss (z civilian) and
Murats who was in charge of the werzing party at the shipyard bashed
Flmagan with his sword scabbard (the Sword being in the scabbard) sbout
the head and shoulders. I saw this myself. He hit him sbout = dozen
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times and the man fell to the ground and had to be carried back to camp.
He was sent to work the following days and Murata who was in charge of
the party gave him similar beatings for the next three days. I did not
see these subsecuent beatings myself but my workmates told me about them
After the beatings he completely lost his senses and did not even know
his own name. He was absolutely insane. About six months after while
working sbout 60 feet asbove ground he was pulling at a reamer which was
stuck aznd when it came out he overbalanced and fell to the ground and-
was killed.

16. A1l PsW were asked to write an essay on Japanese hygiene
sbout the middle of 1944. Sgt Ealcahy of 2/19 Bn wrote that their
hygiene was voor and he was later called to the Office and bashed by
the Sgt Major known as "Big Bill%. His jaw was broken. I think Big
Bill was in charge of the camp on this particular day. Mulcaby, was
given no treatment. His face was disfigured.

27 While ¥Morimoto was in charge, Mishskawa, Murata and "Big
Bill" worked with hlm, Mishskaws being the (Q.M., Murata being in
charge of working parties and "Big Bill" as Sgt Major. HMorimoto with =
held Red Cross Medical Supplies and parcels and food from us in the
winter while men died of pleurisy. In my opinion lives of some of those
who died would have been saved if the Red Cross parcels were distributed
when they were needed. The practice however was to withhold them until
a Japanese festival day and then issue some.

§8. I am not sure of the dates in my statement but they are
given to the best of my recollection. We had no means of noting down
the particular dates of ocecurrences.

19. The consisent bashings in the camp were definitely known
to Morimoto as he was always in the camp. I never heard of Horimote
punishing a Jap for striking a PW.

20. Brief descrintions of the gbove Japasnese are as follows:-
Morimoto - about 5'6" - Lieutenant later Captain - heavily built.
Mishakewa - about 5'5" medium built, clean looking and always neatly

dressed.

Muratas - about 5' 7" - with a tendency to drag feet when he walked.

Big Bill - 510" - burly type, I believe he had z moustache.

SWORN by the gbovenamed deponent g :

#illiem Henry Balnave at Sydn ’

on the 4—?‘”2 day ofzi?7“4’f§ge ; 76/,'45%2A£;‘6LVHg*
é forty :

tbousand nine hundred

A Justice of the Peacel.

BEFORE ME
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IN THE MATTER of War Crimes ?007

and

IN THE MATTER of

United Nations VWar Crimes :
Commigsion RefereNO0e ccceccocvsivsassaosce

I, ARTHUR BANCROFT of 151 Duke Street Northam in the State of Western
gustralia Bank Employee formerly No. F3239 an Able Seaman of the ...
.A.NOVQR. ’

1. I was formerly a member of H.M.A.S. Perth and was taken P.O.W. by

the Japsnese st "Sundra Straits®.

o, I was in a P.O.W. camp at Batavia, Java and along with other ...

prisoners was embarked on the Kinkon liaru on the 8th. October 1942 at
Tandjong Priok Batavia. .

' 3,” We were embarked at the wharf and then the ship moved out into ..

the harbour before actually salling on the voyage.

4. The ship left the port on the night of the 8th. October 1942 and.

arrived off Singapore at dugk on the 1llth-October 1942 and the follow

ing morning entered the harbour and disembarked the prisoners. buring

the voyage %o Singapore our ship was unescorted and did not sall under
convoy. b ;

5., I Gid not know the names of any of ithe Japanese officers or N.C.0's
on board the ship or their nick names. -

6. ' There were approximately 1500 P.O.W. on the draft under the comm—
and of Lieut-Col. Williams of the 2/2nd. Pioneer Btn, The lMedical .
Officers were Lieut-Col. Eadie and the Nedical staff consisted of ..
Cpl. F. Richards and Sgt. Westeart of the 2/2nd. Ploneer Bin. and ..
others. The prisoners were sccommodated in No's 2 and 3 holds of the
ship, approximately 750 being placed in each hold. Wooden platforms.
were srected between the deck and the deck head (making a double deck)
and on the hatch covering of the hold below. One row of P.O.W. were.
next to the ships side and another row inboard thus making two liers.
housing two rows each on the Port and starboard sides of the hold, .
other tiers amidships and the overflow on the hatch cover. :

7. There was Jjust enough space for most men to lie down touching each
other in very cramped positions with their belongings around them. I
could see three Bren Gun Carriers in No. 1 hold but I cannot say what
else was carried in the ship, Ventilation was provided by deck vents
and wind chutes and the hatch covers were removed. The only means of
exit from the holds were iwo ladders. There was not any lifesaving
equipment provided for the P.O.W. in the event of the ship sinking. .
No prisoners were allowed on deck for exercise. P.0.W., were only ..
allowed on deck to visit the latrines and then only azbout half a ...
dozen at & time. We were allowed up once & day for a wash under the.

 galt water hoge. Ve were not completely battened down any time during

the voyage.

8. 1Meals consisted of rice three times daily. One bucket to approx-
imately 50 men and stew consisting of a small guantity of meat, mel-.
ong, sweet potato and salt and water. Half a mug of green tea was ..
provided three times per dajy.

9. Tt is impossible to state the number who became ill on the voyage
ss dysentery was so rife. Many -of the men suffered from dysentery ..
tinea and scabies and some had fever. The sieck P.O.W. did not receive
any medical treatment from the Japanese, only that which our own men,
sdminidtered. The very bad dysenlery cases were eventually allowed.
‘to sleep on the deck near the letrines. As far as I know no medical.
supplies were made available to our medical staff on board and nothing
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was recelved before embarkaetion cther than the supplies receiveﬂ by
purchasing from outside sources in Batav&a. One P.O.W. died frem., %
dysentery during the voyage. WAL S

10. The sanitary arrangements on board consisted of wooden latrines
(accommodating three men) lashed outboard on Port and Starboard ..
_sides forward and aft - four in all. = Prisoners were allowed.
to bath once per day under the salt water hose, en masse, as many .
as could cluster under it. The holds where the prisoners were .
accommodated were in a very dirty condition when we embarked and we
were given no chanee or means of sweeping or cleaning them during .
the voysge. There was = very unpleasant stench from the holdg &and’
there was no fresh air circulating and the heat caused the prisaners

to c@ntinually perspire.

%
‘i

i1, When embarking on the vnyaae many af the men were bashed because :
of the slowness in descending the ladders down the hatch. The ..
Koreans were the main offenders. Maﬁy of the men were struck with..
rifle butts on the head and body. - | As the guards were new thelr
names were not known to us. Quite a few prigoners when visiting ..
latrines at night were approached by home sexual guards offering ..
money and cigarettes. The prisoners both had to sleep and eat in.
the crowded quarters. The enly meang of wasching mess utensils ..
‘was rinsing them with hot tes and then ﬁrinkiﬁg the precious liguid
When possible we washed the mess ‘utensils under the salt water hose
but this was not yvery often. = Dysentery cases not considered 11I.
enough to be zllowed on deck wer@ offen caught below as the line up
for the latrine would extend from the top of the ladder down the ..
hold 2nd wind around the hold (espeeially first thing in the merning
and last thing at night). - Bad dysentery cases who were allowed .

' to0 stay on deck had no cover frsm hhé h@t trapical sun. or the fra— :
quent downpours of rain. :

12. We arrived off Singapore harbouz on the evening of the 13@& o
October 1942 and entered.-the harbour the following morn « We did
not arrive in convey s the ship made the voyage by iteslf and unes
corteé*‘~Aftsr diaemh&rking 'we were Haken to Changl camp. The vess
el during the voyage did not bear any marklags that it carried ...
P.0:Ws . On-the'instigation of our affieers the very siek,men were.,‘
allowed: t@“be digembarked first. o bl ]

13. We atayaé in Changi camp until the 14th. October 1942 and ﬁhen.
were taken to the wharf at Singapore on that date and embarked onm...
the Maebasi Maru after which the ship moéved out into the harbour ..
and stood there before actually sailing on the WVoyage. The ship ...
was sccompanied by & small gun boat carrying depth chaxges and one.,
gun (might have been 12 pounder). The ship arrived at Rangoon on.
~ the 22nd. October 1942 at sundown. @n the 2 23rd. October 1942 the ..
P.0O.W. were disembarked.  The Ma@baéi liaru was not escorted by any.
other sh&ps then the ones referred to0 previously. A

14. The names of the Japanese ﬁffi&ars and W.C.0.%'s in aharge of hhe
P.O.W. ﬁyaft were not known t@ me na& ‘their nick names (1: any).

15 There were apprwximat&iy 20!6~P @ W. dn the draft and the P.O.W,
Officers in charge of the draft were lLieut~Col. Williams of the ...
2/2nd. Pioneer Bin. and Lieut- Col. Eadle was the P.O.W. Medical ...
Officer. The Kedical orderlies were CUpl. Richards and Sgt. Westcart
of the 2/2nd. Pioneer Btn. and others. The P.0.W. were sccommodated
in No's 2 and 3 holds and there wara*apnreximately 1000 men in each.
hold. The accommodation on the boat was the same as that previously
described in connection with the aeeammoaatian on the Kinkon Maru. .
There wasg only enough space for most men to lie down and ina very .:
cramped position, with their belongings around them. I did not knaw
what the cargo consisted of (if any)! The veniilation facilitles .
were the same as on the Kinken Naru. There was no livessving equip
ment provided. The men Were only allewed on deck to vieit the lat-
.rines and then '6nly in groups of sbout half & dozen at a time. The.
-prisoners were not completely battened down at any time during the .:
voyage. There were no lighting Ffacilitles provided in the quarters.




occupied by the P,0.W.

i6.. The diet was practically the same as was provided on the Kinkon
Maru, frozen Australian mutton which had apparently been captured .
when Singapore fell was used for the stew provided for the P.O.W, ,
and. was very unpalatable. s , 4 ‘

17. Many of the P.0.W. became ill on the voyage but I am not able .
to estimate the number. The illnesses consisted malinly of dysentery
and diarrhea and the only treatment given to the P.O.W. for dysen-.
tery was starvation. The P.0.W. Medical Officers received a few ..
medical supplies from the P.O.W. Hospital Changi before leaving. ..
Ag.far ag I am aware none of the P.0.W. died during the voyage.

18. The sanitary arrangements on the liaebasi Maru were the same as, .-
those described on the Kinkon Maru but the bathing facilities were.

a little better, enabling mpst of the men two salt water hosings ..
per . The holds were in a stinking condition. They were dirty.
when the prisoners were. embarked and there was no change or means .
of  sweeping or clesnsing the holds sas nothing was provided on the . .
voyage. There was insufficient fresh air circulating and the heat.
caused the men to continually perspire. -

19. ,During the voyage there were many bashings given to the P.O.W..
by the Korean guards for trivial offences. These bashings were ..
either with boots, fists or rifle butte. Conditions as regards ...
treatment of the P.0.W. was as deseribed on the Kinkon Maru. |

20, The Maebasi Maru arrived at Rangoon on the 22nd. October 1942..
at.Sunset accompanied by a small gun boat and after. disembarkation,
we embsrked on the Yamagata Maru. The Maebasi Maru did not ocarry .
any markings that it carried prisoners. = On disembarkation at ,..
Rangoon the sick were disembarked first. 4 :

21. The prisoners were disembarked from the lMaebasl Maru-ento the .
wharf and from the wharf onto the Yamsgata Maru on. the 23%rd. October
1942 at Rangoon. The ship salled on the afterncon of the 23rd. .. . .
October 1942 and was uneécorted and was not in convoy.. The vessel. .
arrived and anchored at Moulmein at aspproximstely 8.p.m. on 'the .. '
2/th. Cctober 1942. I do not know the names of any of -the Japaneseé .-
orrietru or N.GC.0.'s in charge of the draft on.thig ship nor their.
nick names. : ~

2. The number of P,O:¥. in this dreft was the same as the Maebasi.
Meru, namely approximately 2000. -Although it was a smaller ship ..
mere ”‘ﬁ%?“"""f'ﬂ ‘on the upper deck and conditions were not.
s0 oramped. . o T o o B, ik ;

23%..The prisoners were given three meals, these meals consisted ...
only of an issue of small Japanesg ration biscults.and only a few .
to.each prisoner each meal There was plenty of fresh drinking ...
water avallable. : K

24. Many of the prisoners were siek when we embarked as they had ..
been taken off the Maebasi Maru and put on this vessel along with ,
all the other prisoners. The illnesses were mainly dysentery and.
diarrhea. The only treatment for dysentery was starvation and as.
stated previously the only medical supplies were a little received.
from the P.0,W. Hospital Changil before the sghip left Singapore. No
prisoner died during the voyage although one died the day after ..
disembarkation. The sanitary arrangements cn the Yamagata Maru ..
were the same as those described on the lNaebasl laru. :

25. The treatment and the conditiens on this ship were a Jittle ..
better than on the previous ship namely because, the shortness of .
the voyage and the cleaner quarters. , i G 8 ) &

26. On disembarkation at Moulmein the draft was taken to the lioulmein
jail until sent to work on the Burma Railway. The Yamagata Maru did

not carry any markinge to show that it carried P.0.W, The sick were

the first to be disembarked at Noulmein, . o B
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27. On the 6th. September 1944 we were embarked on.the Rokoyu Maru .+
at Singapore having been brought to the wharf from the Transit ..., .
Camp known as River Valley Camp, Singapore. I had been in a P.O.W '
cemp at Peleu Damar Is. Singapore (for one month, having previous-
1y been.at Saigon) before being taken to the River Valley camp. We
were embarked onto the ship at Singapore and then it moved out ..
into the harbour and stayed there before actually salling on the .
voyage. . The ship sailed in convey consisting of twe tankers ..
and four transports escorted by four destroyer escorts. One other
ship carried P.0.W. and was believed to be the "President Harding"
or the "President Harrison". This vegsel except when the convoy,
changed formation was mainly on our Port.Beam. Our ship being the
rear vessel on the Starboard flank of the convey. Other ships ..
joined convoy out from Phillipines making fifteen (15) vess in
all, The date of actual sailing from Singapore was approximately
6.p.m. on the 6th. September 1944. The vessel was torpedoed at .
5.30. a.m. on the 12th. September 1944. The name of the Japanese.
Officer in charge of the P.O.W. draft on 8 ship was Lieut. Yumata
or Yameda (I am not certain of the fspelling). I cannot recall ..
the names of any other Japanese Officer or N,C.0. or their ek .-
names, though they had been our regular guards on the Burma Rallway

28. There were approximately 1300 men in the draft in this ship ..
and the P.0.W. Officer in charge of the draft was Brigadler Varley
The P.0.W. Medieal Officer was Major Chalmers and Captaln Richards
1. do not know the names of the Medical orderlies. . The draft was.
accommodsted in No. 2 hold. Through the agency.of Lieut. Yamata ,
permission was granted by the ships Captain to allow 200 to 300 .. -
men to stay on deck. There were at least 1000 men in one hold for:
a .voysge expected to last at least 12 to 14 days probably more. ..
The sccommodation for P.0.W. in this ship was the same as described
previously in this affidavit for the other ships and wherever on .
deck (forward of bridge) it was possible to get providing a gang-.
way was left on the Port and Starbeard for the guards and the crew
Very little space was allowed for each P.0.W. and when as at times:
all the men were forced below, theré was not enough room for every- °
one to sit, let alone lie down. The cargo consisted of praecti-..
cally a full load of rubber and there were & few Japanese troops .
on.board and.sbout (twelve) 12 Geisha girls. The ventilation ..
was provided by the usual deck vents and the hatch covers were ...
removed. 1In case of sinking the only facilitles for escaping ..
were two ladders from the hold. When the ship was torpedoed the .
prisoners were not prevented from:éscaping because the guards had.
gone and left the prisoners to themselves. The only life-saving .
equipment provided for the prisoners was a plece of rubber approx-
imately 18" square X 6" thick which was given to each P.O.W. as,
he boarded the ship. It was quite useless as life-saving .equipment
There were enough life jackets for about half the number of P.0.W.
There were some solid wooden rafts either side of hateh on the ..
deck., These were approximately 6' square, with hand ropes but ..
I.am unable to estimate the number of wooden rafts but there were.
at least 20 forward and some more down aft. There were no facil-
ities provided on this ship for exercise as the quarters were too.
cramped. The P,.0.W. were not battened down at any time during ..
the voyage. There were no lighting facilitles in the quarters ..
occupied by the P.O.W. " ~ {

29, Meals consisted of rice three times daily, 50 men to a bucket.
full of rice. Soup consisted of fish and melons, twice. daily. ..
Owing to the shortage of fresh water the soup and the rice were ..
cooked in salt water. There were 29 men to a bucket full of soup.
There were approximately three buckets of water, or tea provided .
for 50 men each day. The Korean guards used the fresh water tanks
at.the P.0.W. deck galley for washing clothes and for washing them
selves. They wasted a great deal of the water by leaving the taps
running when washing. . . :

30. Hundreds of P.0.W. suffered recurring attacks of malaria. A
few dysentery and diarrhea cases. They received adequate treatment
by our Medical Staff. Before embarking more medical supplied had .
been received through an American Red Cross lssue (the only one) ..
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sickness during thls voyage.

31, Wooden latrines were lashed out board as on previous ships ..
one on the Port side and one on the Starboard side. No speclal ..

facilities for bathing were provided although & salt water tap was

used by the P.O.W. by filling mess dixies and throwing over body .

The meeommodation on the ship was: ver dirty and was the same as .

the other ships as desoribed previous. in this affidavit.

than at sny time during previous two years. - No, P.0.W, died from

32, Except for the usual bashings for trivial matters treatment ..
was better than usual namely due to the more humane Japanese Offic
er in charge. There were the same cramped quarters not allowing.
any freedom or movement. 1lack of fresh air in the hold where ...
profuse perspiring made the air unbearable and lack of adequate ...
gsanitary and washing facilltles. No thought at all was given by
the Korean guards for the sick men who had to 1lie in the boliling .
hot tropical sun all day without any cover. Nany of the prisoners
were drinking water milked from the steam winshes because of thirsf
caused by the salty meals. I do mot know the names of any of the.
guﬁ?cu but two guards were nick named "Turkey Ted" and"Boy Bas ~
ard".

ng The Rokoyu laru was torpedoed on the 12th. September 1944 in..
the China Sea at 5.30. a.m. The yessel was in convoy as stated ..
previously and the vessel was sunk along with other vessels on ..
that day. No action was taken taipick up P.O.W. survivors though.
Japanese Destroyer Escorts came amongst the survivors icking up .
the Japanese and holding off prisoners at gun polnt. e -Rokoyu .
Meru did not earry any markings that 1t carried P.O,W.

SWORN by the sald ARTHUR BANGROFT |
at Ng m in the State of Westerm)

Australia this Nineteenth day of.ui) B A7 M 5 &
December One thousand nine hundred) : ol Lan Heme

and forty .1;; Before me /// 37 5




IN THE HATIER of wer Crimes
IN THE BATTER of

United Ngtiong Var Crimes
-Gommigsion Reference R e

I, ARTHUR BANCROFT of 151 Duke Street Northam in the State of Vestern
g&a?%z% Bank Zmployee formerly No. F323%9 an Able Seaman of the ...
Relabie edve % :

1. I was formerly = member of H.M.A.S. pam'wa was taken P.O.W. by
the Japsnege st "Sundras Stralts”. s

2. I was in & P.0.¥. camp at Batavis, Javs and along with other
brigoners was embarked on the Kinkon Naru on the Bth. October 1942 at

Tendjong Prick Batavias.

. ' We were embarked at the wharf and then the shilp moved out into ..
the herbour before actually seiling on the voyage. :

4. The ghip left the port on the night of the Bth. Cetober 1942 and.

arrived off Singapors at dusk on the 1lth October 1942 and the follow

ing morning entered the harbour and disembarked the prisoners. During

the voyage %o Singapore our ship was unescorted end did not sall under
convoy. : : .

5« 1 did not know the names of any of the Japanege officers or N.0.0'g
on boerd the ship or their nick nemes. o _ ,

6. There were approximately 1500 P.0.%. on the draft under the comm-
and of Lieut-Col. Williams of the 2/2nd. Pioneer Btn. The Medisal .
Officers were Lieut-Col. Esdie and the Medioal staff consisted of ..
Opl, ¥. fichards and Sgt. Vesteart of the 2/2nd. Picneer Btn. and ..
others. The priscners were sccommodated in Ho's 2 and 3 holds of the
ship, epproximately 750 being placed in esch hold. Wooden platforme.
were srected between the deck and the deck head (making a double deck)
and on the hateh covering of the hold below. One row of P.0.W. were.
next to the ships side and another row inboard thus making two tiers.
houging two rows esch on the Port and starboard sides of the hola, .
other tiers amidehips and the overflow on the hateh cover, :

7. 'There wis just enough space for most men to iie down touching each
other in very cramped positions with their belongings around them. I
eould see three Bren Cun Carriers in No. 1 hold but I cannot say what
elge wae carried in the ghip. Ventilation was provided by deck vents
end wind chutes and the hatch covers were removed. The only means of
exit from the holde were two ladders. There was not any lifesaving
equipment provided for the P.O.W. in the event of the ship ginking. .
¥eo prisoners were allowed on deck for exercise. P.0.¥. were only. ..
aliowed on deck to vieit the latrines and then only sbout half a "o
dozen at a time. We were allowed up once a day for a wash under the.
salt water hose. We were not completely battened down sny time during

8. - Meals consisted of rice three times Gaily. One bucket te approx-
imately 50 men and stew consisting of a emall guantity of meat, mele.
ong, sweet potato and salt and water. Half & mug of green tes was ..
provided three times per day.

9. It is impossible to state the number who became ill on the voyage
&g dysentery was so rife. Nany of the men suffered from dysentery ..
tinea gmeabw:mgni gm @ﬁ ;t;ww. Thmmm% Eﬁ.zi @g&é not receive
eny medical treatment from the Japanese +¥ waat which our own men.
aagmgwma. The very bad am%% Ty %asesgwwe eventuslly allowed.
to slesp on the deck near the letrines. As far as I know no medical.
supplies were made available to our medical staff on board and nothing

//’?/7@ 4(/\/\7 1' | - %WJ %{;



y "'S

was received before subarkstion other than the a@pu% x*ae«sive& bs' i

purchasing from outeside sources in Bamm. - One P.e‘w. ema frma. St

dysentery during the voyage.

10. The sanitary mmwenw on mﬁ wmuwﬁ af wooden mwmw L

(acoommodating three men) lashed outboard on Port snd Starbeard ..

gides forward and aft - four &n all,  FPrisonere were allowed,

' %o bath once per dsy under the salt water hose, en masse, as many .

a8 could cluster under it.,  The holds where the prisoners were .

soconnodated were in a very dirty condition vhen e embarked and we

- were given no change or neans af sweeping or ol ng them during .
the voyage: There was = very unpleasant stench !ma the holds and

there was no fregh air airwhtm m the heat caused the prisoners

to mmgmmu perapire.

: %«» mwzwmg on the wma my M &M men wem ka:sxw& bmuse
of the slowness in descending the Mﬁaw down the hateh, The ..
Koreang were the main offenders. w of the men were struck with..
rifle butte on the head and bedy. '§ the guards were new their
nemes were not known to us. Quite & few prisoners when visiting ..
latrines &t night were awmm by home cexual gusrds offering ..

money and igarsites. The prigoners both had to sloep and eat 1h. .
the crowded gusrters.  The only of washing mess utensils ..

wag ringing them with hot tes anﬁ t&wn armkm the precious liquid
%“hen pogsible we washed the mess uten

for the mwm would extend freom the w@ ¢f the ledder down the .,
: nd wind around the hold (especially firet thing in the mamw

lzet thing at night). Bad dysentery cases who were allowed .
to stay on am had no cover zm the kﬁ. w&piwi sun or th# tw
cuent dewnpours of m :

12. Ve syxrived off ﬁm@bw '

October 1942 and entered the th the following moraing
net arrive in convey as the ship mede the wma 'hy itself
corted. After disembarking we were’ Yaken to Changi camp. The vess

el during the voyage Gid not besr any markings that 1t earried ...
P.0.%. . On the instigation of our afﬁmm m fwx gmk m wam‘

anwaﬁ to be disembsrked first.

13. We gtayed in Changl cemp until the l4th. October 1942 m mmg

were taken to the wharf st Zingspore on that dste and embarked on..

the Magbagl Maru after which the sghip moved out inte the mmWf e . i

and stood there before actuslly sailing on the voysge. The ship .

was &@é@lﬁ%&ieﬂ by 2 small gun boet csrrying depth charges and M$~ .

gun aawht. ‘have mﬁu 12 pounder), The ship arrived st Rangoon on.
the 22nd.
PV mewazaw_ ebagd
other ships than wﬁs ones referved to pm&nwslx.

11s under the zalt water hose
but thisz wes nobt very often.  Dysentery cases not considered 111,
enough to be zllowed on deck were often czught below as the line wp

boust on the. weam M_’&M 23tk L.
v ¥We 444
‘and uwnes

October 1942 st sundown. —On the 23rd. Ostober 1942 the . - .
yked.  The Maebasgd laru wae not Q&G@M by any

14. The mames of the Japanese Offieers and ¥.G.0.'s in charge of the .

PO, Wt m'ﬂ not mm to ne m%&&a&w nick ms m any).

15, There were approximately 2000 P.O.¥. in the Sraft and the P.O.N. |
officers in cherge of the draft were lieut~Col. Willisme of the ...

2/ond. &m&m Btn. and Iieut- Col. Esdie was the P.C.¥. Medical ...
Officer. ~ The ledieal orderiies mm &‘p&. Richards and Sgt. %ﬂea.m
of the 2/2nd. Pioneer Btn., and others fhe P.0.W. were sccommodated
in ¥o's 2 and 3 holde and there were ﬁm}mmam 1000 men in each,
hold. The accommodation on the boat ‘was the game sg that previcusly
described in comnection with the sccommodation on the Kinken Maru. .
There wag only enough space for mﬂwm to 1ie down and ina very .
cramped position, with their belon ;:; around them, I c&iﬁ M‘b im@w
what the carge amuis&aﬁ of (if sny). The ventilation faellities . -
were the game as on the Kinkon Nsru. ‘fk&m wae Do l&wmﬁw equip
ment provided,  The men Wwere only allowed on deck to vieit the lat-
rines and then only in groups of about helf a dozen at & btime. The.
prisoners were not completely battened down at any tinme Aurin

ﬁh& Pl
voyage. There were no iighting facilitles provided in %M qmcm. R

7%.



wwp&aﬁ by Nm }‘?.@.W.

'S o
‘ﬁ;&f Mﬁt wag pm%i@a L4
Karu, tmwn Augtyalian mutton which had apparently been captured .
5 whau gingapore fell was used fw tm at« pmvm#ﬁ f@r mu PO s?. .

: m&a wag very unpal&%bma B

7. ﬁmy of the 5*. O W bmme 113, m ?hlw wyagm but 5 am M& aMs i
to estimate the number. The illnesses consisted mainly of dysentery
am &wmu and the only trestment ; iven to the P.U.¥, for dysen-.
was gharvation. The P.O.¥W. Hedlcal @gmws received a few ..
M& Mi supplies from the P.O.¥%. Hospital Changi before leaving. ..
he. fw &8 1 am sware none of the P ﬁ ﬁw a&m &nrm %.m mmga, i

18. The muw ammemm%s on uw Heebasi liaru were the me na.
those deseribed on the Kinkon Marw bubt the bathing faclilities were.
© & Jttle better, enabling most of the men two. salt water hosings ..
per day. The holds were in & stinking condition. They were éirty.
when & prisonels were. smparked and there was no chance or means .
of sweeping or cleansging the holds as nothing was provided on the ,
VOFREe. There weg mﬁuﬁw&m& fresh sir a&mmum@ and me hmt.,,
emmaﬁ the men o wztﬁ Bunll) wwpz.m, :

19. ,ﬁam t&m Wma mws wm By boshings giwa w ﬁm ?.a.w.. :
by the XKorean gusrés for trivisl offences. These. baghings wers ..
%&m w&w %wﬁ fists or rifle butts. ﬁmﬁiuw ag rm&xm S
e §> ﬂ.ﬁz m# aa %WM mm in jn ﬁm el

ooen w m 2%&‘ mwbw m@am»;

m boat and after digembarketion.
: . The mmumﬁmmﬁ Wx.p-..
4t caryd soners. On ﬁiamwm&:m a.t, s
ﬂan&wn &M& ‘sieck were &iawbarka& firet. S e

21. The prisoners were disembarked from the Haebagl Maru onto the .
vharf =nd from the wharf onto the Yamsgata Wﬂ on. the 2%rd. Uctober.
1842 st Fangoon.  The ship m,m on the afternoon of the 23rd. ..
October 1042 and wes unescorted and wes m& in w&m&g.  The vesgel.
arrived snd anchored at MNoulme! In &t approximately 8.p.m. on the ..
24th. Oetober 1942, I do not know the nsmes of any of the. é‘a Nese
@iﬁa@m or @E,Q.&*s m charge of the 6 wft on this ship nor their,

n names. - : :

22. The number M PuOs #* in Ms éimft wm me ms as *&he %ﬁaa}ma&. :
¥aru, nemely spproximately 2000. . Although it was & emsller ship .
more fr&aﬁw was anewé on we u@yﬂw ﬁaﬁt m& smnﬁuiam xara xwt‘

80 wmem ,
23. The. prisoners were e;nm . "{'ﬁ_ 9 MM' wms meals sonsisted ...
tion biscuits and only a few o

%ha sam& m was pwwmaﬁ on *&hﬁ xmm '

- only of an igeue of emalil J&W@M ra
to eagh prisoner ssch ma;h . There wag ;aimw of fresh drinl
wmtw avauabﬁ.m .

e

: M‘. téamr ﬁa:t a m*imam wm -ma mhm we mmr&eﬁ as mﬁry Imé R
been taken off the Maebasi laru ané pub on this vessel along with ,
all the other prisoners. - The ilinesses wers mainly dysentery ama.
diarrhes. The onl wmmnt i‘w dysentery was staervation and ss,
stated previously the only medical: supplies were a little received.
from the P,0.%. Hospital mmm before the ghi ? left Singapore. ¥No
crisoner died ﬁmm the voyage akl%e;_‘w one died the day after ..
ﬁwmmmmw. - The ssnitary arrangements on the Xamgam M e
were the m& as those &asarﬁ.beﬁ on. ﬂw @@amu mm ;

25. The tmammk and ﬁw wmwmm on thig s&x&p wm & Mttla ;

better than on the previous ship namel ,amwn, the smmm eaf_ i :

the wmm m %M almw ézmmm. i

3%;3. oty g m& o mxz on m aum” ﬁ&m aza

not carry any markings to show thet it mx:;,«e& P.i. : ‘me sm}c wwa

the mw& %o be awmwaﬁ at Youlmein. i
. , /?/ . . %W r/ é




27. On the Gth. %splenber 1944 we were eubarked on the Rokoyu Meru. .
at Singapore having been brought to the wherf from the Trameit ..~
Cemp known ag Hiver Valley Camp, Singapore. I had been in a P.0../
: at Peleu Damer Is. Singepore (for one month, having previous-
1y been at Saigon) before being taken to the River Valley camp. We
were embarked onte the ship at Singapore and then 1t moved cut ..
into the harbour and stayed thers before asctually sailing on the .
voyage. ~ The sghip salled in convoy consisting of two tankers .
and four trangporte escorted by four cestroyer escorts. One other
ship carried P.0.%. and was believed to be the “President Harding®

or the "President Harrison'. Thip vesgsel except when the convoy.
changed formstion was mainly on our Port Beam. Our ship being the
rear vessel on the Starboard flank of the convoy. Other ships .,
Joined convoy out frem Phillipines making fifteen (15) vessels in
all. 'The date of actual sailing Trom Singapore was epproximstely
G.p.m. on the 6th. Septewber 1944. The vessel was tLorped ed ab .
5.%0. a.m. on the 12th. September 1944. The name of the Japsnege.
Officer in charge of the P.O.W, draft on this ship wa ub. Yumste
or Yamada (I am not certain of the spelling). I cannot regall .,
the names of any other Japsnese Officer or N.C.0. or thelr mick ..
names, though they had been our regular guards on the Burme Rallway

28. There were approximately 1300 men in the draft in thie ship ..
and the P.0.W. Cffiger in charge of the drafl mas Brigsdier Varley
The P,0.W, Fedieal Officer was Major Chalmers anéd Capiain Richards
1 &o not know the nemes of the Hedlsal orderlies. = The draft was.
accommodated in e, 2 hold. Through the agenoy. of lieut. Yamata .
permigeion was granted by the ships Gaphein to allew 200 to 300
men te gtay on deck.

There were #t least 1000 men in one hol

‘ _ : : , 6 hold for
& voysge expected to last at leseb 12 %o 14 days probably more. ,.
The accommodation for P.O.¥. in this ship was the same as deseribed
previously in this affidavit for the other ships and wherever on .
deck (forward of bridge) it was peoseible %o gebt providing a gang-.
way was left on the Port and Starboard for the gusrds apd the arew
Very little space was sallowed for sach P.O.W. and when as at tinmes
&ll the men were foreed below, there was not enough room for every-
one to sit, lst alone lie down. The cargo consigted of praciie.. .
eelly a full lead of rubber and there were & few Japanese troops .
on. board and sbout (twelve) 12 Geisha girls. The ventilation ..
was provided by the ususl deck vents and the hatch covers were ...
removed. In cage of sinking the only faclilities for escsping ..
were two ladders from the hold. When the ship wes torpedoed the .
prisoners were not prevented fromogegaping becsuse the guards had.
gone and left the priseoners to themselvee. The only life-saving .
equipment provided for the prisoners wae & plece of rubber approx-
imstely 18% square X 6" thick which wag given to each P.0,V. as,
he boarded the ship. It wae quite useless as life-saving equipment
There were encugh 1ife Jackete for about half the number of P.O.W.
There were some solld wooden rafte either side of hateh on the ..
deck. These were spproximetely 6' square, with hand ropes but ..

I am unsble to estimate the number of wooden rafts but there were.
at least 20 forward and some more down aft. There were no fagll-
ities provided on this ship for exercise as the quarters were too.
eramped. The P.0.W. were not battened down at any Sime during ..
the voyage. There were no lighting facilitles in the quarters ..
occupied by the P.O.W, _ : :

29, leals consisted of rice three times mu{, 5 men to & bucket.
full of rice. Soup consisted of fish and melens, twice daily. ..
Owing te the shortage of fresh waler the soup and the rice vere ..
cooked in selt water. There were men to a bucket full of soup.
There were approximately three buckets of water; or tea provided .
for 50 men each day, 7The Xorean guards used the fresh water tanke
zt. the P.0.%. deck gelley for washing clothes and for washing them
selveg. They wasted 2 great deal of the water by leaving the taps
running when washing. - :

30. Hundreds of P.0.W. suffered recurring atlacks of malaria. A

fow dysentery and dlarrhes cases. They received adeguate treatment
by our Vedieal Staff, BDefore embarking meore medical supplied had .
been received through an American Red Cross issue (the only ons e

. e = 7




~any freedem or mwuh lsek of fresh alr

W&t any &im amm previous t.w y&am. ‘ ’Nfs“ _ia*.-@‘?@fw ei&oisﬁ t;z‘m
(“kness &uﬂw this wyagm Lo g : o

31, Wooden latrines were Jusbed dub Do

i &a aﬁ ;wm&wa s&xi;m ‘e

© gne on the Port side and one on the Ftarboerd side. No speeisl ..

facilities for bathing were provided aithough & salt water tap was
uged by the P.C.W. by £illing mees dixies and throwing over bedy .

The actommodation on the ship was.very dirty and was the game as .
the m&%' ﬁh&yn ae &uerﬂw# @mv. riousdy in this afﬂﬁaﬂ.m

3. %xww’& fw %M usual bashings fw wmax matiers %Wa%}ﬁsﬂt .o ,'
was better than usual maw due to the more humane Japanese Offic
¢r in charge. There were the same cremped quarters not allowing.

profuse perepiring m air unbearsble and iack of adequate ..
ganitary and washing :k'aazn%m. Yo %ﬁuﬁh& at all was given Dby

the Forean gusrds for the sick men who had to ile in the boiling .
hot tropleal sun all day without any cover. HNany of the prisoners
were drinking water milked from the stesm winshes becausge of thirst
caused by the salty meals. I do not know the names of any of the.
i‘:mwa but two Emwés weye nick nsmed "Turkey Ted" and'Boy Bas -

%g The mwn m was kamm% on the 12th. s*wmmwr &%4 S8,
e Ching fea at 5.30. a.m. 7The veesel wae in convoy as stated ..
previously and the vessel wes sunk along with other vessels on ..
mt &ay. fo aﬁ%&% was taken %ﬁ%ﬁﬁ»@ﬁ up ?ﬁ,%‘h awwwkw;mgm\ .

TM ﬁ#kez?ﬁ -

December One thousand ma ‘ . &

end forty a&x Eafﬁm ne o :

’ﬁ‘ff
t“

by ’ﬁy}w m&# - Ty
ortham in the Emw ef i&m&m
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On this twentyeighth day of March One Thousand Nine Hundred and
forty %%, William Robert BANNISTER of "Greylands", PARKVILLE, near
SCONE, in the state of NEW SOUTH WALES, Farmer, makes oath and says
as followst- _

My Army No., was NX 50093, Rank A/Cpl, Unit 2/18 Bn.

Date of capture 15 Feb 42.

Place of capture SINGAPORE.

Date of arrival at CHANGI 17 Feb 42,

Duration of stay, to gpprox. 22 Apr 42,

Transferred to PULO BUKON (Island). Stayed till 24 July 42,
Transferred to CHANGI on account of sickness (Berri Berri). Stayed
ti11 15 May 43.

Transferred to CHANGI on account of sickness(Berri Berri) and
stayed till 15 May 43.

Transferred to KOBE HOUSE in the OSAKA area and remained there till
19 May 45. (I am not certain of the No. of this camp but it was one
of the first P.W Camps in KOBE area,)

Trangferred to MAIBARA and was released on 10 Sep 45,

() FOOD. Type, - Rice, Beans, and a very small quantity of meat
monthly. Greens, comprising Horse Radish tops and Carrot
tops.

Quantity. A bowl holding approx one pint of cooked rice
and the same amount of soup containing the above stated
greens was provided usually three times daily.(This ration
applied while confined at KOBE HOUSE.

Quality. The rice food was fair but at times dirty with
rat dirt and stones. Soup food was very bad, thin and
waterye.

MEDICINES. These were in light supply and totally inadequate
to the demand. The Japs had amply supplies on hand but
would not release them., Some of these supplies were
stolen by the P.W. and distributed,

CLOTHING. This was very scarce during the winter months and
what was provided was discarded and wornout Jap clothing.
The supply was very inadequate for the winter months but
was enough for the summer weather,

QUARTERS. An old disused three storey warehouse was provided.
120 men were housed on the floor I was on, the area of
which was approx., 60'x60'. The quarters were considered
good and were weatherproof,

o
Wion, Arncerrs ).
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Straw, covered by blankets were provided for bedding. Five poor
guality blankets were provided per man during the winters

WORKING CONDITIONS.

I was employed feeding metal into electric furnaces for
five months, and was then put onto logding and unloading boats
for ten months. Feollowing this I was employed for one month in
the Carbon Electrode works., I then did a further eight months
on the wharves loading and unloading barges and railwgy trucks.

The hours of work were on an average eight hours daily. The
work was heavy and constant, but compared to other PW., the
conditions could be classed as faire.

(e) EXECUTIONS.

I did NOT witness any executions or tortures.
Begtings.

Whilst at KOBE HOUSE I heard the beating of one, JEANS,
(Known as "TIBBY") a former hotse breaker from MONTO, QUEENSLAND ,
I do not know his army no. but he was of the 2/26 Bn. He was
teken out by a Jap Guard known as "THE MAD DOCTCR", who was alse
a Lieut. Tibby was carried back to the R<A.P. and he then return
-ed to the quarters after lights out and told me and the others
of what had happened. He said he had been beaten with sticks and
waddies. I sawcthe condition he was in. He was badly bruised
and cut about the body and head and it is my opinion that he had
been subjected te much bruitality. I distinetly heard the sound
of the blows and his cries when he was being beaten.

This incident occurred in approx October 1943, but the

time may have been anything from Sept to Dec of that year,

During October '44 I was caught stealing sulphur(to quell
lice) and was severely punched about the face by twe Jap guards
I was punched for about five minuted and was badly bruised about
the face, but was not rendered unconsecious.

' - One of these Jap guards was known to me asHIGASHINADA
ANSHAU but I do not know his correct name. He was sbout 28 years
of age, 5'2" in height, round faced and plump. He was a camp
guard and was aptached to KOBE HOUSE for approx three months.

I had other minor beatings which did not amount to much,

On another occasion a Jap known as "The Pay Sgt" and who w
was at KOBE HOUSE during the last few months of my imprieonment
there, and who I think would beSGT. KIYA, held a check parade and
singled out two men who were sitting on a table, took them down to
the kitchen and beat them up, one moreso than the other. The
badly beaten man was SIG. John MASON of Melbourne, 8 Div. Sigs.

He returned to the quarters in a semi-conscious state and was very
badly knocked about on body and head.
: This incident occurred in spprox. Feb '45,

The information and incidents set out above occurred
during my imprisonment at KOBE HOUSE,

When I was taken to MAIBARA CAMP there were approx 200
(two hundred) P.W. there, Australians, dmericans, British & Dutch.
Quarters.

Two huts were provided, each 120' x 30!, built of wood
with straw roofs. The roofs leaked badly. The huts were located
in the centre of & "Paddy" (rice) field.

FOCD,

: Very small quantities of rice were provided, a lesser
amount than what we had at Kobe House. Soup was very poor
Quality indeed and was made of carrot tops.

Approx. 40 to 45 lbs of meat were provided to the 200 men, once
& month. : :

MEDICINES.
These were gbout the same as at Kobe House with the except

ion that a quantity of Vitamin Tabletg were available but only
if necessary and they had to be accounted for by the doctor,

CIOTHING,

Similar to that provided at Kohe Houss

Wb’k WQJ'@"I"/{/ awamé;{é’;@



Sleeping.
Straw mats were provided which were placed on the baard

floor. The buildinds and flooring were infested with vermin and
fleas with the result that the mats had to be done away with.
I was fortunate inasmuch that I had a ground sheet.

WORK CONDITIONS.

The work was mainly shovel work and basket work, clear-
ing land and cutting dykes to drain a small lake into = larger
one, preparing land for rice crops.

Beatingse.

I did not witness any drastic illtreatment here but
there were many instances of P.W being struck by the guards with
the open hand across the face. I was slapped in this manner on
several occasions.

I have no knowledge of any members of the staff at
TAISHO CAMP, and furthermore, I am not sure whether I was confined
at this camp under that name.

I recoliect only two of the staff at MAIBARA CAMP,

namely: -
Camp Comd. LIEUT. AUSAKOWA
Guard. #GIRTY" -« Height 5' 6%, plump build, and
he wore glasses.
I have not any recollection of MATSUMOTO QM or L/CPL.
TERASHITA.

d i A T ,/_—:«,
o . Votsee o cd P
"Sworn by the above named deponent) /@V//ﬁyf/;¢<5¢¢b“¢¢6f
WILLIAM ROBERT BANNISTER at SCONE)
on the 8 Twentyeighth day of )
March, One thousand nine hundred )
and forty-ceven.

BEFORE ME
A Justice of the Peace.,

WL@%@ Wm 2
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This is the photograpgh marked "No 5gM
produced and shown to William Robert
BANNISTER, at the time of the swear-
ing his affidavit this Fifteenth day
of JANUARY 1947,

“efore me./(lﬂa‘—,”/. &,Md‘,pf

JUSTICE OF THE PERGEE.




' : nd Nine Hundred
" On this Fifteenth day of January One Thousand Ni
zd ?a:t,y Seven, Wdig.ian Robert BANNISTER,o0f"Greylands "

PARKVILLE near SCONE in the Stase of NEW SOUTH WALES,
farmmer, makes oath and says as follows:

My Army number was NX 0093, rank Acting Corporal, unit

2/18 Battalion, date of eapture 15 February 1942,

Place of capture SINGAPORE. ;

Date of arrival 8 Jun 1943,duration of stay- approximately

two years.

Flace of confinement to which affidavit refene KOBE HOUSE
" In the photograph Row produced and shown to me and markeg

Qz) Numbered ¢4 oo the JAPANESE soldiep known to me ag
LIEUTENART TAKANARA

HOoNGo
(f) Numbered 12 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me as

(g) Nugbered 14 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me as

GEORGE FORMBY / /5 OW
Maw, . Hsen< AP
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& & 4 omox & oA

(h) Numbered 15 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me a8

(j) Numbered 16 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me as
BETTY BOOP | »

(k) Numbered 17 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me as
HORSE FACE

(1) Numbered 21 as the JAPANESE soldier known to me as
DARKY

I did not witness any beatings or executions by any of the
soldiers identified by me in this affidavit.

"SWORN by the abovenamed deponent
WILLIAM ROBERT BANNISTER at

SCONE on the FIFTEENTH DAY OF
JMARY Gne thousah& B‘ine ;

o

signature of deponent

hundred and Fert.y seven

BEFORE ME, /daa’/u/ S. W(l

A Justice of the Peace.
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On the 24th day of November, one thousand nine
hundred and forty five, LESLIE WILLIAM BANNISTER, of
186 “nzac Parade, Kensington in the State of New South
Wales Inspector, Department of Agriculture being auly

~ sworn glves the following evidence.

1. I was formerly NX?512 Cpl BANNISTER, L.W. of 2/1
Aust Inf Bn. : g

2., I was taken prisoner of war in Crete on or about

S0th May 1941. I was transferred to Salonika Internment
Camp Number 2 and was in thet camp for approximately

7 weeks., I had been in tnls camp approximately 4 weeks
when in company with a number of other prisoners of war

I attempted an escape. “here was a sewer tunnel running
from just inslde the camp boundary emptying into &
cemetery about 300 yards outside. It had been the practice
for some of the Cypriots to leave the camp Dy mcans of this
tunnel, obtaln food, bring it back and sell it to the
prisoners.

S« About dusk on the evening of approximately 20 August

in company with a number of others it was decided to leave
the camp by means of this tunnel. 1 or 2 Australian
prisoners of war did menage to escape but I had just moved
into the tunnel when I heard shouting and shots being fired.
Word was passed back to me that the Germen guards had dis-
covered the attempt to escape and were firing down the drain
from the cemetery. Several prisoners were killed in the
drain, I returned to the camp and laid-low. ;

4, Apout mid-September 1941 I was transferred to Stalag
7A in Bavaria. I was in this camp for approximately a year
before an opportunity to escape presented itself. It was
my intentlon to escape from thls camp and make for Belgrade.
About mid-September 1942 in company with a Cpl Sicklen of
2/1 Aust Inf Bn. We were able to board a train and reach
Munich which was epproximately 20 miles distant. Wie were boh
dressed as French workers end the fact that we could speak
broken German and French allowed us to pass ourselves off
as French workers. We had no difficulty in getting out of
the camp as working parties were moving in and out all the
tine. i

H5. . At Hunich we were able to buy food and sheltered in an
air raid shelter. The following day we went by train to

Augsburp a distence of approximately 40 miles. Ve stayed

the night in & woodyard and the following afternoon went to
the marshalling yards to locate the Vienns Express. I1t was
our intention to sling hemmocks underneath this express just
prior to its moving off. #¥hilst we were at the mershalling



yards a German civillan called a policeman; he questioned
use. %Ye were able to pass ourselves off to the policeman
as French workers and he allowed us %0 go. We had enly
moved away from the yards a distance of approximately

100 yards when the civilian who had first called the
pdiceman appeared with a member of the Special Police

who took us to Police leadquarters, Augsburg. We were
interrogated, searched, finger-printed and then placed

in cells. We were returned to Stalag 7 some 2 days later.

6. In March 1945 I was transferred from Stalag 7 to Camp
7 B in Ober Silesia and from there I was méved through
Camp 357 Thorne in Poland and Camp 375 Hanover.

7. Early in April 1945 with some 4000 prisoners I was
moved on foot towards Hamburg. After we had been some
3z weeks on the march I was able to escape. <+he British
and American Forces were only 20 miles away and I was
able to take possession of a German staff car and with

S others moved out and met the American Forces about

20 miles fism Hamburg. f{);)

‘SWORN =t Sydney by Leslie William Bannister )
- the abovenamed deponent this twenty fourth day)
of November one thousand nine hundred and forty)
five

Before me:=-
o ‘ M’
Co—V0Zla L
lQ.0'.0...‘!l'l“.’"""'""‘..’.Q..QCAPT

William Norman Leonard Giovanelli
Australian Army Legal Corps ANF.
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Ty Sydney George Barber of Park St., Seymour, in the

State of Viectoria, Soldier , make Oath and say:-

That I am SX 10653, W}O.li Barber, S.G. of A.F.V.School, Pucka-
punyal, Victoria. 2

That I enlisted in the A.I.F. on 25th November 1940 in Adelaide
and,while serving as C.S.M. of 8 Div. Amn. Sub Park, A.I.F.,was
taken prisoner at Singapore on 15th February 1942.

That as a prisoner of war I was taken to Changi Prison Camp an@
on or about 25th May 1942 was transferred to a working party camp
at Serangoon Rd. The senior Australian officer at this caﬁp was
Major Saggers, 2/4 Machine Gun Battalion, and the two working
party companies were commanded by Major R.V.Glasgow, 8 Div. Amn.

Sub Park, and Captain F.Wiedersehn, H.Q. 8 Div., respectively.

The quarters at this camp had originally been two-decker bamboo
and attap native refugee barracks, but during the mohths prior to
our occupation had housed working buffaloes. The areas on which
our men were required to sleep were scattered with fresh manure,
We were told next day that ALL men would go to work at Ford Works
Bukit Timah. The senior officers argued for some hours for
permission for some men to be kept in camp next dgy to make
quarters livable %pd prepare kitchens and latrines; but this

- rquégﬁ‘was.refused. In fact, it was only after further argu-
éent that enough men were left in camp to cook; later, serious-

1y ill men were also permitted to remain.

A1l guvards and Japenese in charge of work, with whom we came in
contact with while at this camp, were members of the same I.T.
Regt. from Osaka whose headquarters were at Ford Viorks and the

adjoining Hume Pipe Works on Bukit Timah Rd.,Bukit Timah.

The entire administratiwon of the prisoners in the first months

of our stay in this camp Wwas carried out by Pte. SNAGOWA. He
appeared to have been given complete authority, in all but the
broadest questions of policy, in handling the P.O.W. I have seen

Capﬁain Wiedersehn and other officers wrangle for over two days

At G bty
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to catch this simian creature»inﬁa suitable mood to grant permiss-
’ién for three men to remain in camp to attend to the digging of
iatrines and to attend to the hygiene requirements of 500 troops.
SNAGOWA also attended sll check parades and at the siightest prov-
ocation took a sadistic glee in bashing men for minor breaches of
discipline such as faults in elementayy drill. On one oceasion
I know that he was responsible for the brutak bashing of W.0.ll
Bert Henley, a battery S.M. of the only Queensland Field Regt to
serve in lalaya. I did not see this incident, but Ivbelieve
that W)O.i NeIntosh of the same regiment was one of the witnessés
and that Captain Wiedersehn took particulars. - understand that
W.0. Henley was knocked into a gutter at the Ford VWorks and was
beaten with a heavy stick until an officer was called and inter-

vened.,

Later an officer of the I.J.A.named TANAKA took over the adminis-
tration of Seragoon Rd.Camp and with came two or three Kempei,
including one known to us as LANCE CORPORAL BASTARD. This Jap
was exceptioﬁally well built and did not have the usual simian
characteristics. He was approximately six feet tall, rather
acquiline noée for a Jap, fixed imbecile grin and the habit of
walking with a rather springy step, with cnly'the balls of ﬁié
feet touching the ground, his arms clamped to his sides; giving
the impression that he was about to pounce. He also specialised
in minor breaches of discipline while on parade. On one occasion
a member of the 2/4 H.G. Bn. who is known to W.0. "Snow" Hewby of
that Bn. and also to Capt. Wiedersehn, was on parade with his
working party who were being checked in and searched after their
days work. LANCE CORPCRAL BASTARD found a. bunch of bananas in
this man's haversack. Having found hié victim for the day, he
went no further with the search but dismissed the remainder of the
parade and then began to deliver a series of carefully aimed
"Haymakers" with his full force. After three of these blows the
man fell to the ground but was ordered to his feet and stood to
attention. Three more blows were delivered after each of which
the man fell to the ground and was each time ordered to his feet.
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After the third time the man was uneonscious. LANCE CORPORAL
BASTARD then delivered two vicious kicks in the ribs and when

fhe man failed to move cailed for a bucket of water which he threw
over him. The man was then lifted to his feet by Jap guards and
held up while LANCE CORPORAL BASTARD swung his final and most pow-
erful blow, This man was then dragged into the guardhouse and
kept there for about an hour until Capt. Wiedersehn, after return-
ing from a working party, went to the guardhouse and,after speak-
to LANCE CCRPORAL BASTARD for some time, was able to secure the

release of the mane.

While at this camp it was a regular assignment of miné to lead a
working party which did heavy labouring.at a vehicle wrecking area
on Buona Vista Rd., controlled by the Osaka M.T.Regt. One of the
Japanese in charge of(the job was Pte. NAGANICHI, later promoted
to L/Cpl for his fine work on behalf of the I.J.A. The partic=-
ular work required of?%%oup was to sort out vehicle parts . The:
heaviest and most difficult work was to carry complete motor car
engine blocks (Ford, Chev.,Bedford etc.). Ropes were passed
around the blocks and long poles passed through the élocks and: a
number of prisoners manned the pole. = Carrying the poles on their
shoulders, the men were then made to carry the blocks distances
of up te four hundred yards over gfound at moét times covered with
thin slush which covered the ankles. When from sheer exhaustion
+the blocks had to be lowered, this arrogant guard applied his
bamboo stick with no restraint. If we did more than re-arrange
the position of the poles he became infuriated and his endless

" Harry up",Hurryvup“ rose to an hysterical pitch and the lashing
grew fiercer. We would usually start the day with twelve men
which number would be reduced systematically during the day on
various pretexts until at the end of the day, when the men were
worn out, only eight or nine would be expected to do the same
 smount of work.. This is not the account of an isolated instance

but is the pattern of each day for a period of over three months.

I have heard that three Chinese youths were imprisoned in a jouse,

opposite the camp,occupied by TANAKA and screams coming from this

p f?QMM;ﬁ&E\;%:?“ “/Zfd 'g W‘!/I
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house were heard by me on one occasion. I was told by a fellow
prisoner that he had seen Japanese soldiers torturing these youths,

who were tied to posts, by pretending to bayonet them.

The food supplied at this camp consisted of one pannikan of cook-
ed rice three times a day and, three or four times a week, a pann-

ikan of thin fish and vegatable stew was issued.

The only medicine issued was at Changi from what remained of our
own medical stores.
The Q.M. at this camp was Lieut Bernie O‘SU!livan, 2/4 Nachine Gun

Bn,

On the 8th September 1944 I was transferred to Mogi, Hyushu, and
went to work at a Salen copper refinery, in the village of
Seganosaki, Here I made the acquaintance of a civilian nameé
FUJI. T think that I can say only once have I ever seen s
Japanese strike a man, and that = severe slap on the face.

But on numerous occasions he has refused my requests to allow sick
men to rest,and at the end of the long night shifts, in snow, he
fofced men to work extra hours, bringing the total for the shift
up to eleven and twelve hours. After the lapse of time the
details of his type of persecution grow dim, but those who were
at Salen will long remember FUJI for those extra hours which were
" the hardest of all, for the consequent loss of sleep which was

so badly needed to prepare one for the next nights work, for his
tunsatisfactory® reports to guards whlch called for extra persec-
ut io:a.

The food consisted of one pannikan of cooked grain three times a
daye Vegetables issued fairly often were pumpkin and Japanese
cabbage.

A small quantiﬁy of Japanese drugs and, 1ln January 1945, Red Cross
medicine was issued.

During April 1945 I was transferred to the Omine coal mines at
KAWASAKI in Kyushu and here there was a guard known as the

BROWN BOMBER. On duty and during his rest periods he would
wander around our guarters. Outside each room there wasa sort
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of score board divided into sections labelled "Entering Mine",
-"Rest Room ané fl}W.C.” and an unlabelled area. In each section
‘were 5 rumber of protruding nails, and each man had a wooden
block on which was written his prison number. When present in
room the block was to belhung in the unlabelled area and when
leaving the room, to be placed in the appropriate space. The
BROWN BOMBER on his prowl constantly checked the position of
these blocks. If a man was in his room and his block showed
him to be out, he was beaten more or less badly, according to the
Jap's humour. If he was away from the room and his block appear-
ed in the unlasbelled area, the BOMBER would confiscate the block
and the owner would have to call for it at the guard house.
The severity of the bashing would depend on the time which had
elapsed before the block was called fore This course may have
been open to all guards but I have seen it done by oﬁly HHAS Jap,
who seemed to take such delight in it that he spent a great deal
of his leisure time at this "hobby".
TheAfood was slightly l;ghter at this camp, but of the same gualitye.

8s at Seganosakie.

Sworn at Seymour this ) | 4? éZzanbJ #
oA

25th day of October 1946 ot

Before me \Jb\“%é/ckzkﬁv"/

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Victoria
for taking affidavits.

»
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On this seventeenth day of October One thousand nine mindred and

fortysix, Herbert Lester BARBER of 96 Douglas Street, Petersham,

in the State of New South Weles, labourer, makes oath and says as
follows :=- ;

1 As NX45677 Cpl H.L. BARBER; 2/20 Bn, I was captured in
SINGAPORE on 15 Feb 42. Subse%uently I was transferred to
TOKYO Camp No. 4 NAQETSU where 1 arrived on 10 Dec 42.

2. Rationg consisted mostly of” barley or millet and each

PW received about 1 army mugful of boiled grain each meal. A

thin soup made of wgetable or seaweed was also provided.
Ogcasionally this soup was flavoured with a small ration of fish.
About once each two months 2 meal consisting of entrails was
provided.. All meals were quite inadequate and if PW did not
supplement their rations by pilfering some deaths from malnutrition
would have been inevitable. '

3., At odd times American Red Cross medicines were received.
They were very good but were quite insufficient %o meet the demand.
Jap medicines too were very scarce and of poor guality.

An Australian PW doctor, Capt BARRETT, AAMC, was with us.
He would examine our sick and make certain recommendations %to the
Jap Medical Sergeent. However, such recommendations were mostly
disregarded snd the Jep Sgt decided whether one was slck or not.

4. I recall an instance during the summer of 1944 when the
no-duty men were catching flies which was part of thelr duty,
each man being called upon to catch ten flies dally. Some men
failed to obtain their gquote whereupon this Jap Medical Sgt took
them outside and forced them to run round the yard for half an
hour, beating them with a heavy stick. Then followed an hour of
body presses (on the hands down - arms bend), they were beaten
during this exerecise to keep them going until they collapsed finally.
These men were mostly suffering from Beri-beri brought about by
malnu trition.

5 Our clothing wes nearly all British Army issue but in-
sufficient was provided. Boots were very short and were not
permitted to be worn during Summer. PW resorted te Jap clogs.
About mid 1943 an issue of American Red Cross clothing arrived in
the camp. THis, however, was not distributed %o PW until a year

later. All PW saw it arriving and s PW working party stacked it
in the store. S % :
o « b
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6e Quarters were in a corrugated iron warehouse, lined with
pine. There were two floors both of which were used exclusively
as sleeping querters. We slept in usual Jap fashion on grass-
matted wooden platforms.

The only baths we could get were at the factory and were
very rare. On one occasion I spent four months between baths.
Letrine accommodation was inadequate and unhygienic consisting of
an earthen trench with & wooden platform over 1it. Jap civiliens
would empty 1t for their gardens, but this was not done often
enough resulting in flooding.

Te All PW in this camp worked in one of two factorles, namely
SHENETSU factory end & Stainless Steel factory. I worked at :
SHENETSO, which prodnced carbide, silican and carbon blocks.

Hours of work were from 6.30 am to 5.pm with some seasonal changes.
The work was very hard. For the first twelve months 1t comprised
eracking rocks with & hammer.

8e There were no executions at this camp.

9. I recall an oeccasion when after the arrivel of a cOnsignment
of Red Cross food which was stored in the Australian Officers
room and not yet distributed, a PW named Fowler stole 2 tin of
bully beef. He was caught and thrown into the guardhouse where
he was flogged with sticks by some six guards for about three
quarters of an houre Then he wes made stand up, stripped in a
blizzard for three hours. He contracted pneumenia and dled about
two days later. The guards responsible were not regular members
of the camp steff and I cannot name or describe any of them.
However, Sgt SIBANO was present although he did not take part.
His authority was such that he could have stopped the torture

if he had wished to do so. I witnessed this torture.

10. I em unable to recall specific instances of cruelties
by HOPPY, GUMMY or FISHFACE. I do not recall a Jap referred to
as THE SAILOR.

11. About March 1945 a party of American officers arrived at
the camp. They were paraded by Sgt WATANABE and told that they
must work. Watanabe approached the first US offlcer and asked
him if he was going to work. The US officer said "No", whereupon
Watanabe thrashed him for half an hour. 'The officer lost con-
sclousness many times and was revived by cold water douches and
the beating resumed until he finelly consented to work.

12. I recall an interpreter named CORNO and nicknamed CASEY.
I was working in the kitchen when CASEY passed the window. I

d1d not salute because the opportunity was too fleeting. He
returned, took me out to the yard and thrashed me for an hour or
more. He started with a heavy stick which he broke over me then
used his e¢log. I still carry scars on my forehead from this
thrashing. 1 was knocked unconsclious several times and each time
was revived by having him dash & bucket of water over me.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent ) . » i}
HerbertyLeater BARBER at SYDNEY ) ‘%}L& Cees / < ‘/ “‘L(“\/
this seventeenth day of October ;

One thousand nine mndred and

fortysix

B )
BEFORE ME WWM#’M{ / %J.

A Justice of the Peace
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~ I, Herbert Frederick BARCLAY of 96 Grey Street, St Kilda the State
of Victoria, make oath and say:- i

1, Prior to discharge I was No. 109310 Flying Officer H.F. BARCILAY,
2244 Fighter Group RAF. I was taken prisoner of war at TASIKMALAJA
in Java on 8 March L2.

2o With reference to the shooting of F/Lt GORDON, P/0 CHEESEWRIGHT,
W/0 KENNIESON and Sgt Pilot POLAND of RAF in May 1942 at MAILANG, at the
time of this execution I was at DJOKDJAKARTA Aerddrome which is about
100 miles from MALANG.

3+ About two weeks after the execution some NCO's of my old unit were
sent to DJOKDJAKARTA from MALANG for some stores and I then learnt of
the execution from thep.

4o I was then sent to a camp in SOURABAYA,

5 About June 1942, F/0 E.L. MARSLAND, now of Dalgety's in BRISBANE,
QUEENSLAND, was transferred from MALANB to SOURABAYA and he told me
of the whole incident of which he was an eyewitness.

6« As far as I can remember his story was that the two NCOs (KENNIESON
and POLAND) had been arrested near the coast after an escape and that
the two Officers had heen arrested in the town off MALANG, which is

a short distance fromthe drome, at sbout the same time.

7+ The four of them wefe Brought back to the drome, and over a period
of about a week, were submitted to beatings in front of a parade of the
. camp prisoners,

8 ZRAn-ofder came from Japanese HQ at SOURABAYA that the four men were
to be executed.

9. The Japanese Major at MALANG was said to have interceded on the
behalf of the men, but the order was confirmed and the sentence had
to be carried out. ~

10s On the day of the execution the Camp was paraded at some distance
from a commen grave which had been dug at the perimeter of the drome.

The four men were then lined up beside the grave and after being shown the
flowers which were td® he placed on the grave, were blindfolded, with

the exception of POLAND, who refused to be bandaged and was allowed to
smoke a cigarette, they were shot.

11, Wing Commander Wyndham WELCH, CO, RAF was close to the firing party
at the time of the execution.

12, F/0 MARSLANP was able to secure a snapshot of the grave where the
bodies had been buried. I have no doubt that F/0 MARSIAND gould furnish
additional names of personnel who witnessed this executiome.

13. Any addresses of RAF persohnel that MARSLAND may ‘hame may be ob-

tained from Wing Commendér RUSSELL of RAF Base Accounts, Tivoli Place,
SOUTH YARRA, Victoris.

Sworn at Melbaurne in the state of ;96%5&81u44,z__:1
Victoria this 22nd day of May 1946
Before me //f I\(/V‘t':!/\

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Victoria for taking Affidavits.
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I, Herbert Frederick Barclay, of 96 Grey Street, St.Kilda, in the
State of Victoria, make ocath and say:-

) N I refer to my statement submitted to F/Lt. KIBBLE, HQ

RAAF, early 1946, and to the extract from affidavit by Lt-ecol E.D.
(Z§§§> LYNEHAM, on the alleged killing of 6 Australian PW at TASIKMALAYA
JAVA.

2. In March 1942, the six Auatréliana;7

WX 4758 SGT WITTON H.
WX 4609 SGT MANNING H.T.
WX 4113 CPL THOMPSON H P
WX 7928 PTE JONES J V
WX 6574 CPL STEWART K

WX 7639 PTE BESSELL P M F

sgééggero in prison camp with myself and approximately 2000other members
of the R.A.F. at TISIKMALAYA in JAVA., At their own request, the
names of the six Australians were not submitted on a nominal roll
to the Japanigse, as apparently they hoped &t some time to effect an
escape.

About the end of March 1942 the R.A.F. personnel at
m&SIKMALAYA was split into groups of 500 or 600 and were sent to
various parts of JAVA to repair aerodromes.

Le I left TASIKMALAYA with the first party of R.A.F. on
approximately 22 March 1942 and when we arrived at our destination
which was DJOKDJAKARTA, we found that the six Australians (mentioned
in para 2 of thig-affidavit) were with us.

£k

Se They were still intent on making their escape and
consequently remained in hiding in our camp which was M.U.L.O school
next to Japanese H.Q. for two or three weeks until one of the six
became seriously ill with malaria. When this occurred the other 5
abandoned the idea of escape and their names were then added to our

nominal roll.

6. They then became attached to our working parties and made
daily trips to MAGOEWA Aerodrome, five miles out of town.

T Within a few days the Japanese H... requested an interview
with the six Australians and wanted to know where they had been
between the capitulation on March &, 1942, and the time they joined
our working party - (about the end of April 42).

8. The six Australians were taken from a working party at
MAGOEWA under my charge and driven away by F/Lt. W. BALLINGER of
R.A.F. for interrogation by the Japanese.

9. Before leaving,the Australians haifided me some of their
personal belongingse.

10. Ballinger told me that he was carrying out orders by
taking the men to Japanese H.Q.

11, I did not see these six Australians Again.

12. Subsequently, 1 made full enquiries from personnel

of all nationalities whom I met in more than a dozen camps ovep
the following three years, including men from TASIKMALAYA, but
could gain no information as to the fate of the six Australians.

/ On approximately June 2u 1946, I received a letter from
/ca:-. A.D. GRouL,,R of No. 10 0.T.U. Re.A.F. abington ,BERKS. uiG.
"It seems the Japs executed them all".

in which he states (uucte) alians mentioned in

In this gentence he refers to the six Austr

Para 2 of this affidavit.
Sworn st Melbourne in the state of Victoria ;%ﬁfgLu\oftxv
this 24th day of June 1946. 1



2 I, Frederick Alexander George BARCLAY of TYABB
"in the State of VICTORIA, make oath and say :-

2e Prior to discharge, I was VX 33840 L/Cpl F.A.G.
BARCLAY, 2/10 Fd Coy RAE. I was taken prisoner of war at
SINGAPORE on 15 February, 1942.

3. I went to TAISHO Camp, OSAKA, Japan in April 1943.

Lo The conditions at the Camp were very cramped, &
space of about 6 feet by 2 feet being allotted to each P.W.
The sanitary arrangements were almost non-existent.

5e In about October, 1943, MAYAGI, who was the official
interpreter at TAISHO Camp attacked Cpl DORMAN of AA4LPC, an
Aust P.W., with his fists and boots while DORMAN was lying
prostrate on the floor. MAYAGI continued to kick about the
body for about half an hour. I saw MAYAGI on several occasions
after this attack Cpl DORIAN.

o MAYAGI was about 5 feet 3 inches in height, medium
build, normal Japanese features and occasionally wore glasses.
I do not remember him by any nickname.

T» The Commandant at TAISHO Camp, Sgt SURAMURA was
about 5 feet 8 inches in height, slim build and was nicknamed
"TWITCHY". He was nicknamed "TWITCHY" because he continually
twitched his face.

8o On one occasion, I saw "TVWITCHY" give Cpl DORMAN and
Pte BROAD another Aust PW the "water treatment", the P.lis
being placed on the floor and water continually forced into
their mouths and up their noses. This trestment would last
off and on for periods up to two hours at a time. DBoth DORNAN
and BROAD were subject to frequent bashings by "TWITCHY". He
continually beat P.Ws and appeared to derive great enjoyment
during these occasions.

9. On another occasion, I saw "TWITCHY" make Cpl DORUAN
kneel on the floor with his head bent down in the execution
position. "TWITCHY" raised and lowered his sword onto DORIAN'S
neck in an effort to make him give information.

10. During the first twelve months in TAISHO Camp, I saw
sick P.Ws with dysentry carried to and from work at the factory.
I assisted in the carrying of these sick P.Vs., among them
being Cpl BROCKLEHURST, Aust P.V., who was forced to work at

a furnace in the factory. BROCKLEZHURST eventually died as 'a
result of this treatment.

Ll The number of sick allowed to remain off duty each
day was five. Any sick over that number were forced to work
even though many were "stretcher" cases.

12, The medical treatment and facilities were non-existent

at most times, there being no medicines at all for lengthy
periodse.

Sworn at TYABB 1qa3be otate of : d;¢§9;43

VICTORIA this /o day of April, 1946. / ‘ﬂ&Cé?;f

4 s s g g
Before me

Akl e 4P
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On this Twentieth day of May One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Forty-seven RALPH BARDSLEY of 76 Wrights Rd, DRUMMOYNE, Grazier,
makes oath and says as follows :=

I was a Private in 2/19 Bn. and was captured by the Japanese at

SINGAPORE on 15 Feb. 1942. I arrived at CHANGI camp on 17 Feb.
1942 and remained there until 9 May 1942. On 9 May 1942 I was

removed to LORNIR RD, camp and remalned there until 29 Nov. 1942
I was then removed to KAWASAKI camp, KUBB, and arrived there on

9 Dec. 1942. I remained at KAWASAKI camp until 8 Apr. 1945, I

was then sent to FUKOUKI No.26 camp and remalned there for the
duration of the war.

1le In the late winter of 1942; I was one of a party marching
back to KAWASAKI camp after working all day at KAWASAKI
Shilpyards. The weather was very cold and to protect
myself from the biting wind I had a scarf around my ears.
The guard known to us as"GANGRENE" walked up alongside me
and bashed me over the head with a bayonet, making me remove
the scarf.

2. In the early winter of 1943, I was told bygCpl. BLUES. Ge
and Cpl. BROOKS, both of ORANGE, NSW and, i Medlcal Orderlies
at the hospitalat KAWASAKI, that the guard known to us as
"HAPPY" had, for no reason at all made Pte. MUSSETT of 2/19
Bn. who was suffering from Dysentry, stand oupside against
the wall of the hospital hiat in the bitter cold until he
collasped. Pte. MUSSETT died a couple of days later. y

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent
RALPH BARDSLEY at LEICHHARDT, NSW K&
on this Twenty-first day of May S Wi it B DL
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Signature of deponent.
Forty-seven
- A

O : e

Justi of Peace.
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On this 4 7 day of-/g‘/’; Eeec one thousand nine

hundred and forty=-six, Cyril Ernest Barnaby, of 31 Prince Street,
Parramatta, in the state of New South Wales, Labourer, makes
oath, and says as follows:=

o

1. As Constable Cyril Ernest Barnaby of the Royal Naval
Police (Dockyard) I was taken PW at HONG KONG on 25 Dec 41,

I arrived at SAKARAJUNA Camp OSAKA on 21 Jan 43, In May 454
we moved to a camp in the mountains, where we remained until
the capitulation. :

e —

2e Whilst in OSAKA CAMP, food consisted of rice and barley,
with vegetables, fish and meat on rare occasions in small quantities,

B

N

52

3e Medical supplies and clothing were inadequate, although
I saw plenty in the "¢~ Store.

4o Wie worked in the local shipyards; hours were long, and
conditions generally were bad - we had no protection either from
the weather or from air raids, which were fairly frequent towards
the end of the war,

)
Se Whilst in this camp, many beatings occurred; I recollect
the follbwing incidents:=- < -
In approximately Aug 43, I was told by R.Bs Moore, RNY¥P that Bill
Curd RNYP HONG KONG was beaten by Sgt KAKUDA and another guard,
and that CURD subsequently died in the camp hospital, About the
winter of 44, Pte McGRATH of the Middlesex Regt was glven numerous
beatings by KAKUDA and IKEDA, and by the Camp Commendant. He
‘was sentenced to jail, he had no blankets, nor was he allowed to
washs After a month or so in jail, he lost his toes from frost-
bite - I witnessed many of the beatings that he was given, Also
in the winter of 44, I witnessed IKEDA beat Sgt SMYTHE, RA.,

(P Sgt Barney WHYTE of the Dockyard Defence Corps Hong Kong
was beaten by IKEDA for having a knife in his possession. He
was jailed for ten days on a small rice ration, he was given one
blanket, and was not allowed to wash = I witnessed these happeningss
At the same time, ALF TROUT, Sgt Whyte'!s Section Leader, was
bashed by IKEDA during roll call, as IKEDA alleggd that he, TROUT,
was responsible for what the men in his seétion = I witnessed

the bashing of ALF TROUT. On another occasion, every American
in the camp was bashed by KAKUDA and IKEDA and stood to attention
for three hours every evening after work for one week - I, and
211 members of the Royal Naval Police were witnesses df this,

7,  In Christmas 44, IKEDA beat Chief Cook BRICKLOW, USN
and Seaman SONNI =~ I, and all members of the Royal Naval Police

-
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witnessed these beatings. Prior to this, in Sep 44, PTE SMITH
UBMC, was bashed by IKEDA and other guards for defacing a Japanese
coin, He was jalled on a very poor rice ration - the only reason
he was freed was because of an alr raid.

Se All these inclidents were well known to the Camp Cormandant
as complaints were regularly made to him regarding the beatings

and behaviour of the camp staff, They were always rejected

with the answer that those concerned had the full power of the
Imperial Japanese Army whilst in charge of PsW.

SWORN by the abovenameddeponent, g g |
Cyril Ernesgt Barnaby, at / o : g -
this g/sz day ef . /

one thousand nine hundred and

forty-six / -
BEFORE ME ( \7/ W
A Juswt e Peace









