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enemy's rearguards have been Pressed back towards the

IDEN BURG LII'3. our L1Zht Horse patrols report the asresa

U of railway line roning from z.8.0 v0 VIRIMAKD clear

0T enemy, VAdiAND is aodparently Occupied by ilachine Guns.
‘nere are three lines upon whigh registance may be
erxpected:

a) The HARGICGURY - Lz VERCUIZR - MATSSEMY - HOLNON Lipe.
(b;‘ “he old British a_;'i'J_ti_,__H::L'.;T - PGIITE:iUET - WAYDD,
(¢) The HINDIN3URG Line,

(1ii) The 5th Australian Division front runs approximately
X:9 - spur South of VENDEII 3u o SCYZCOURT - through R.29
With patrolg in advarica.
. INTURTTON

d47 AL LIV .
—I-'l'-'\-'*_-.——

The Division w#i11 eslablish itsalf on the gener:
- Point 116 in 200, < hizh groung running
point, maintaining tough with the eneny by
Horse squadron.

2t Iins VENDELL RS
due gouth from thig
means of the Light

O« GENERAT PLAN,

O el it e —

(i) “he main guard of the 8th Australian Infantry Brigade will
establish itgelf on the line described in pPara. 2

(ii) Heconnsisssnces by Patrols will be
towards the 320N line with the object of ascertaining
whether the eneny intends to make gz stand, and in this
event to ascertain the line whioh ha is occupying,

(111) 1t is anticipated that there will be a halt period of
8t least 24 nours.

Pushed forwsrd

T

4., E?ILIS@jIEH OF HALT UﬁRIEQL

s

The halt periocd 71ill be utiligeq.
(i) 10 rest the advanceg guard troops as much as possible.
{1il) % reconnoi tre artillery nositions and to bring forwarg
the artillery with g view to dealing with
resistance on the HARGICOU
HOLNON pog8ition.
70 organise 3rigade aress and lineg of Supply, and to
perieat communications, A reconnaigaasnge of the roads

in the Divisionsal area will be made with g view to their
clussificatinn.

£ - L3 VBRGUIER - MATSSEMY -

-
ke

mg/éﬂ
\_”.//—\
GFeneral staff, 5th Australian Division,

Issued at 6 a,.m, to all recipients
01 B.I.,, 3Seriss LD it [P o

"-,_‘_ r‘ll .

Ma jor,
B8th Jeptember 1918,
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and for the HJ4rd 3attalion to push on from the line held
towards the final objective. This was attenpted gt asbout 1.
p.m. but the northern ramparts of the town and the heights
of 3t.CUEBHTIN were utill in enemy hands snd the advance was
neld up by M. G ol

At 1.80 p. 0 -r” ot A.I.Brigade again stvempted to gein
the crest of ; VAN DPIN afcer &0 mindtes hurriocane bombarde
ment. This a;-w.x was successful and congiderably reliesved
the pressure cn cu 5Tt f.enk.

By @ p.m he Scuvh Battelicn ha: gucceeded in pushing one
gomnany ir.¢c P UROENE emd had w“tmbli shed connection
patween tihe &%ud lﬁﬁﬁi..faﬁ che 4th Battalion.,

At & p.m. tze 5372 Baittalion apain sttempted to sdvance
and succeeded in estubliching @ line gpnroximately from
1.,22.8.8.9 tc 1.22.8 6.4,

The edvance. however, euffered very severe casualties fronm
the Ramparts cun the I © outskirts of the tmxn, in which
portion the erncrny were still helding out, and from Et.DHENIS
Blements of 55:C Battslaun succeeded in estadlishing Losts
av SU.DENIS atovt T 22 cewtral, though enfiladed LGHJTﬂ'EﬂEly
oy M,G, fire enl suffered Leavily from enemy artillery fire.

Tovech haed nov yet been :,dbglbkﬂi nluh the attack of the .
6th Brigade (as was thought from previous reports to ba
the case) but the 55Lh Battalion who Jare 8till forming a
dafaﬂalte f_gr Lo pretect the left of the 54rd Batt=-

iun ultimately goined touch by patrols in GOTT MIT UNS
TR I“H and the f.ank was estavlished facing N.E, and connecte
ing the two at 5 through I.2l1.8. and b,

At Brigade Headguartere the situatinn at thie time was not
elear, and contirual reporte were being received concerning
eneny movement westward and GDHBGutTHtiGHB in I.24. and that
vicinity. At 6.30 p.m. the Brigede Commander, in conversation
with the 0,0's 53rd snd 56th Battalions, gave verbel instructe
iong for immediste report on the éx lstin* gituation. This
revealed the situation es previously Fivan, with a definite
line, (along the eastern ocutskirts of the Cemetery through

¢2leQ.7.54,1.2B8428,2.6 and 8long the southern edge of the
town) with both northern snd southern flasnks in touch with
flanking units, snd a few isolated posts in I.22.a. whicgh
were out off from agsgistance and suffaring heavily from
converging fire. The enemy wag still holding out in the N, =.
Remparts and hie positions in St.DENI3 00D were intact and
doing considerable damage.

While theee cnemy poslitions were intaset it was imposgible
to advance., and it was known that portions of our attaock had
reached St.DZNIZ and that the S4th Battelion was still fighting
in the streets of PLURONITE, with the regsult that at that tims
i1t wee imposgsible to agk for further artillery preparation
and bombardment of the enemy pointe of resistance mentionsd.

The Brigade Commander issued orders at 8.15 p.m. to the
gffact that the line gs given above should be established and
the elements in sdvance af that line should be withdrawn
to enable further srtillery prﬂpﬂratiﬂne to be carried out.

The line wae beinpg held by the 5drd Battolion on the left,
with the 565th Battelion forming a ﬁ fengive flank to their
left rear, the 56th Battalion in the centre, conneoting thse
voord Battalion from the Cemetery to the 54th Battalion in
PEROLTE and the b4th Battaliop on the right holding the line
of the waterways on the southarn outskirts of PLRRONND and
connscting with the 16th A,I,Brigade on the gcauseway in I.33.Db.

v TR
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The attack was to made in conjunction with an attack
by the 2nd Australisn Division on the left, whose

ob jective was 1O pe KOROS ALLEY and RUPPRECHT TRENCH
twus gaining pogsesgion 0 high ground on our lef?t

£ enk.

GENERAL (a) The 14th A.I.Brigade was to sttack eastwards North of
2 S>TRONNE - obJjective N end 3 grid line between squares
: 71.23. and I.24. 1.€. to gain a fooling OL the ridge west
of HiSSE TRENCH.
one Battalion was b0 cayry on the moppling up of N.E.
and of PZRONIE.
The 15th L-1.Brigads wab to be distributed as follows: =
o Battalions to follow the 56th and two compenies 5E&th
Bettalions, then 1o move gouth through 1.29. and attack
ricge in 1.069. and Q.0
1 Batbtslioa TOo move through P ZRONNE snd mep up Ramparts
N.B. of PCROIIE (essisting S4th Rattalion).
One Baittalion TO hold the Divisionel front on the west
defensively ~to o tué SOMiiivand, if possible, to gain a footing
on the essvern paNk .
(¢) The infansTy attacks were to be carried cut under guprnk !
go : , of shoots on selected areas by the Ariy.

cnpaNTRY 0 ‘l4th A.I.Brigade.

ACTION.
_g_gff T,ine - N end S Line 150 yards papt 0f N
£

(&) Jumpin
Bna o grid Tine between B8QUEres T,.21,8 and Do
(b) (1) The attack wes to be made by the S6th pattalion
gupported by tWo companies 55th Battalion, - all
on & one conpany fyont -~ 1.8. 6 companies 1in
depth.
(11) 54th Battsllon Was to mop up N.E, end of PERONUJE.
(a) Northern Boundary of Attsck. - I and W grid line
% EatWeen Le16. LecRs L
(d) Objective. N and 5 grid line between I.23 and T.24.
(g) The frontage of sttack was about 600 yardes, opening
out in I.R3. %0 1000 yards.
(£) On reaching 1.23. the companies of 55th Battalion wore
to facs south and vrotect flank, end if posas ible,
sdvence southwards into I.29. end 1ink up with 15th

rnfantry Brigade in 1.99.

1@

15th A.I,Brigsds.

(g) One Battalion (58th) was to movse into PERONNE and &t

7zero plus 20 to attack RANPARTS in T.22.c. and t0 mep

wp areg in T.28.0. 8nd [.28.8., and Do agsieting 54th
Battalion. The attock wae to be made from West o
Ragt as artlillery combardment l1ifted.

(n) Two Battalions (59¢h and 60th) were to follow 56th
Rottalion and WO companies E5th Battalion in attack
North of PERONNG.

These Bettalions were to attack the ridge in 1.35. and™
0.5. moving gouth through I1.+29.

(1) One BRattalion (67th)] was to hold the line ol the west
bank of the SO:iD in 0.5 and 0.9 defensively, and
if opportunity offered, t0 CYOSS the footbridge
through the swamp 8t OeDeceBs1le 1O the eastern silde.
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ARTILLARY The action of artillery was to consist of bowmbardments
5 oX selected areas in accordance with & time table specified
by Brigadiers concerned.
These areas and time .0f gshoots are shewn on lfap "B".

ZERO HOUR %ERO hour was to be 6 a.mq
The time thus avagilable to Brigadiers between receiving
their instructions and the actual move of troops in
gccordance with the instructions was extremely short.

8. ACCOUKNT OF l4th A.I.Brigads.
THE QPZRATION.
The attack, as planned, necessitated the withdrawal
- See Maps of the b6th Battezlion {14*h g 3 Brlgade} from the
rg¥- and "L line to the assembly position by ZERO (6 a.m.) snd
sttachead. its place tm he trken by the 5éth Battalion.
E/Qflﬁ The relief . mpleted by 5.15 a.m. and the 56th
: Battalion ww ther moving 1ntn the position of assembly.
At bahJ & m. tomberdment on the 7th 3rigade front
berrdment on the N, 3I. Ramparts of
01_3 Led ey arxtillery fire was replied to by an
enem barxﬁge even rore intense than that experienced
during the morring of the lst September, and falling acress
the assembly positicrns of the 56th Battalion. This
caused congiderabtle coniusion, and prevented, to a great
- extent, the transmission of information fto Jjunior lesders
and men of the operation in hand. Before reaching the
start line, the 56th Battazlion had suffered hesvily. All
officers Uf three companies were
casualtied and the commands taken over and organised by
the senior N.C.0. present. The two companies o0f the 55th
Battalion who were t¢c follow the attack, also suffered
. from the enemy counter barrage prior to Zero, but
not so heavily;as 10 affect their organlsatlon.
At Zero the attack commenced and was met immediately by a
hurricane M.G., fire from the Ramparte (which did not seem
to be affected by our bombardment, which was still contin-
uing upon it) from 3t.DENIS and from the SINDMILL in I.17 .
This converging fire inflicted considerable casualties
on the 56th Battalion, one company only being able to
push forward and that by the splendid courage, leader-
ship, snd exsmple of the N,C.0. in command, Sgt.0'CONKOQOR.
This company reached-a point 300 yards in sdvanee of the
start line and there dug in, 35 strong.
The two compsnies 0f the 55th Rattalion, who were nominally
to follow in rear, on seeing the situation and observing
that the 56th Battalion had been unable to ge&in gruund a8
a8 whole, worked forward on the left and succeeded in pene-
trating as far as the embankment running south from the
BRICKWORKS in I.22.,8.6.9. These two companies established
along this bunmund at 6.40 a.m. two platecons endeav-
oured to-cross the embankment and work round the eastern
flank of the h¢mpﬂ tq Tfhigs, however, was impossible,
owing to the M.G. Iire, and the attempt had to be abandoned.
At 145 8.m. Dne aumpunv 55th Batfalion succeeded in gaining
a footing in the BRICKWORKS and by vigorous gction forced
the enemy to withdraw from St.DINIS, and established 2 lins
across the St.DENIS - Mt.St.QUENTIN Road just east of the
BRICKJORKS.
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15th Field Co.A.D. This unit during the operations of
TSt and ond Septemoer carried out the fDlLG iNng WOYrks: -
Comploated fo um#ﬁge ever 400 yards of SOMME and Swamps
in 6.3.4. requiving & total of 180 yards O of bridging
pagsable I % ugntAE in file.

Gompleted y brrige at I.335.d44.9. fit Jfor Pield
Artillery Ly} 'ﬂ_Bﬂ 2 m., on lat instant and for motor
transport later the same Qay.

Conmiated recnnnarssance of yoade thraough PIROBNE, and
of heavy bridges st.ll intact at Te30.DeB:9, Enemy
demolition charges (6] were re moved from these bridges.
Complated Lvoi-bHriazes &CITOSH debris of demolished
railway br:dges leading across 8swamps S,wW. 0f FLAIMICOURT
and over demol.gnsd zosd bridge 0t Te30.Dsde4de

H5th ;HHtT”“”T’ P oliens T;_ﬁ;“.-- uGTk ctrried on by

_.'.-,F .-_....—-.u.--—*-——_!-n-a. m e R W

this un Ou S e T ad 2ad sepuember 1918 was, -
epalr ;ﬂu ma.ntenaac: oI DI Jﬁ*ﬂll roads, and further
nce and oX | "&*+ﬂueﬂ roads.
tion bridge for M.,T.

material, in the
SOMlE, #est and

il

Tnginecer Fonioon Bquipment

immadinte desputch where 1t might
occasion to use it srose during

to the up?r;tionﬁ was rendered by
aread at times ragquired by
concernad, vide maps "A" and "B
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Hour.
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. connected by telephone
were il ﬂk Divlf'- and Corps.

A1l lines were nmail '”LJ*ijﬁlT1‘.Kﬂ1 7ith the
axception of the 15th A1, Brigade line. This
Heocdquartere was situsted in an areg rec ;iving
congiderawle shelling and, counsequently, much
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and troublz was expariencsad in regard 10
imuiication.

lone distence between Division snd
s 11r~~¢inﬂ atation with ILSON set was
ed at tne Divisional Forward station at
.8 This was 1n communication with Corps,
Ti}lﬂnhl nhhaf-' rtars, nlwﬂ? ﬂivisiﬂna, Divisiona
illery and InZantry Brig:
ta shellic® trauLl Wasg
comrunication with ths
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' | ind »th Fle Ambulonces
[.Brigade and 15th A,I.Brigeade

follows

| 4 ect evacuation

3rigade wounded ‘wag necw
the route of ev:cuation of the
T'*lﬂE*ETGUUE CLERY = FHMUILLBERES =
Dhn“;d-~nﬁh; carriead F‘Tm,;x.ﬁ.ﬁ‘a
bearer: by squad rclays 10
5.0.5.0. P.0.W, weEe &l80
28 ond evacuations prcc-cded
no accumulation.
Post HebedeHeOe« the wounded were taken to
' 5t Ho10.b.644s and Irom

1ilsble. the zvacusation
six milee DY PLGOLINIE ¢
) r 51 (21 . - P
L ',-Jﬁiu | K- L 21, P £ '-d-
tpgwa took ya to Sunbesm Post He.29.4.
A TS were ‘ET-tE.l'{;iD';'l?;‘rd ;14 these -EVE;U'I]F.’L'E-E:@ %0 AiBat
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and moved A0, a Advanced Motor Post, thus R.M.0'8
gxpended store '  at once replaced. 5

Vhen the 14th Bilgaae relieved on the night 2nd/drad
September, the aren was 1aft without sny wounded remain-
Eiiu;ifjf}';” m the 15t Jrigade were evacuated via foos
bridee I 34.central down to R.A.P., in Q.Rscentral.,
thonce to 1e2®% Motor Post 0.7.D.
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17.DIDUCTIONS. ARTILLIRY

; +nen, as in these operations, time for preparstion
s so limited, and consequently elsborate artillery
support such as a creeping barrsge csunot be
arranged, the form of the artillery support avail-
able 18 necessarily less effeetive and does not
render thae close supnort or covering fire which 1is smso
necesgary o infantry when attacking an enemy im a
prepared position, Therefors,

(2)Provided the situation will permit of s temporary
delay, it is conslder9od that it would be
preferzble to postpone tho setion sufficiently
to allow of a more elasvorute und detailed
artillery programme to be worked out.

48 1t is very often essentisl to sssamble troops
during darkness, the delsy so occssionsd would be
prodosbly 24 hours.

(b)A° the srtillery support is not so effective
1t fcllows thet the infaentry will hsve more
fighting to do =nd will gonsequently advance
much more slowly. The averuge rate of the advance
Of the artillery bomburdments which are covering
al infantry sdvance must be much slower thsn is
the cgse with creecping barrages.

(2) Prwparatory bombardments prior to Zero eliminate
Lhe surprise affect obtainad oy the simultancous
opening of the infantry attack snd the artillsry
bombardment, =nd consequoently thz cnemy barregs
0r countor prensration is put down while our
infantry are still asssmbling.

It 1s considered that the destruotive effect on the

enemy of bombardmsnts, immsdiately praceding ZERO arae

outweighed by the value of the surprise effect

which would otherwise be galned, and the saving of

casualties during assembly.

The ugs by the cnemy of gas contained in H, B,

shells, and therefore unnoticed oy our troops for

some time, during the g)rproseh msrch and assembly
0f our infantry caused s number of our men to be
temporarily incapacitated.

1t is considered that this method of employing

gas 18 very effectiva,

NIADTRY
<ho rate of advance of the infantry was calculated
as commencing et JOQ yards in three minutes end
decreasing tc 100 yards in four ninutes, and
artillery programme was arranged accordingly.
This rate was too fagt for the reagong stated in
sudb-para (1) (b) of Pars. 17 - Deductions.
It 1s necessary thst during training, senior N.C.0's.
should be given the opportunity and practice in
handling Companies in factiaal Sohemes. This ie
ghown by the fast that 3 companies of ths H56th
dattalion had al) officers mad: casuglties bofora
¢ero hour on 2/9/18 and the ¥.0,0's took charge.
thess I,C.0's did magnificent work, but had they boeen
les8 capable, serious resulte might hsve obtained.

AWMZ20T13.19.109
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(3) It ig suggested that to avoid 8 common mistaks made in
giving map referencves - i.e. gu~h as givirg H for I and
0 for N - that the letter should be printed in essh
100C yards square and be of the gssme size as the numbers
of the squares, o.g.,

r_\.q--uu [ Yo - ﬂﬁ.+--ﬂ-! e "
' i

i
A8 o L WG

ENGINEERS

The cork float footbridge material supplied from the Base
is too cumbsersome in the present form, but ig an excellent
idea ag it ocannot be sunk by rifle or mashine gun firs.

1f a more eompact and collapsible form were used, much

?nre eould be transpcrted by = lorry, than in its present
orm.

{EDICAL.,

(1} #bIle ambulanoe care have to work over roads in & bad
state of repalr, it is important that a first aid lorry
Or workshop lorry be attached to the A.D.5. to effeot
immedlate repairs to ocars.

(2) Yord ambulances, as ususl, proved invalusble.
A Tecerve 0f these 12 necessary, so that a Division in
iine can draw one or more to replace thoss temporarily
out of mation

% J alhd) i:}lvm

Major-General,
Commanding Sth AUSTRALIAN DIVISION,

AWMZ20T18.19.109
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Infantry Brieade Divisional Artillery
l&tn Infantry Brigade Divisional ‘ngineers
15th Infentry Brizade Divisional Signel Co.
oth Ich*'Aa Gun Bn. A.D., .5
HOth Pioneer Battalion R Div. Train.
1. It ies congidered that the nature 0f the Operations 1n

nich this Division will probably be employed in the future will

be an "exploitation" battle - i1.e. similar to the advance from the
GREEN line on 8th August 1910. The Division will probadbly oe
organiged jjl.jrlﬁdﬁA;xfruupﬂ ag wags the case on thet date. The extent
of the advance ig likely to be considerable and will call for

srent physicel endurance on the part of the troops

Ze In Trsining, particular attention will therefore be paiad

to the following subjeats, which will be ltsken up st onas;

( &) MARCHING. Cemmencing with comparatively short distances and
Tight kit, snd increasing to long distances with full kit, This
applies £ all troors who are not normally mounted.

Maorech treinine will also be carried out oy the artillery and
by 18t Line Transport of othey units

(b) MARCE DISCIPLINE. This reters to all units. jMarch disolpline
1g Tc be sultivaoted to the vaery highest degree.

Attention is direcoted to Field Service Regulations Part I,
h:ﬂtar II1, Sections 2 2o, B6, 31, and S9.

() TRAIVING IN OPER &“1-“5 Pletoon, company, and battslion
o T e

MAP READING. For Jjunior officers smd more especially for N,C.0's,

HE3SALT “RLTING, i.e. to convey &ll aveilable information

clearly and distinetly in the fewest words npogsible.

In this connection it muget bhe impressed on all concerned that

whenever vnosaible the time at whioh the matter or event

described took nlace ig of preat importance and should 2lnost
invariasoly be included in the message.

Attention is directoed to ¥F.S. Regs Part I, Chapter II, Sec.ld.

Inctructions re Tank Training will be igsued later.

D £
L S

N
L
&

J. In order to entall qt;d results in marching long distances
:cosgive dayse, it ie essential that mpqrt from strictly observ-

‘mg all the rules ::' narch discipline and care of men on the narch

the Tﬁ"]ﬂ)JiEﬂ"ru& ive the most careful ettention:

() C r: of feet ~ washing, foet insvwections, etec.

(b) ting of erte If “ossible, old boots should be used Ifor
.T?fﬁfﬂrﬁr “ien wWho now reguire new boots or who will in the
wqrmul way require new boots in the near future must be very

arefully fitted and must bde provided with the new boots
immmdiately, g0 that they can nresak them in during their period
of training.

(o) Pitting of equipment.

Tl o M —— o e ot

4 s Infantry Brigades and Divislonal Units will forward to
Divisional Headguarters a statement shewing whet training 1ls to
take pluce in the subjects set out in pare. m,{ﬂver and above that
already contained in the training syllabuses submitted).

45#‘%@*
o MAJOR,
! uvaerﬁl gtaff,

20th Sevntember 1918, . oth Australisn Division.

AWMZDTE 19102
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LNTY - TANK LINLS.

The attached nhotograrhs show two tvpes of anti-tank mines
ussed by the sneny on this

t:ineg similar to those seen 1 photo No. 1 have been found
e of LA BASOEE and are constz 1 ag Tollows :-

several 12" x 3" wooderi planks 11' « 15 long with 9" x 3"
pleces nailed along the sides were placod level with the
surface of the ground. On the underside of each plank at
about 3' from ecch end a small iron plate 3" x 3" was
festened, with a wire nail driven into the centre. These woere
cdirectly over two 8" shells with mushroom shaped striking pins.
These pins had a coOpper shearing wire through them enabling
them to withstand ordinary o>ressure without shearing. nir
heavy weizht would shear the coppor wiro and allow the striking
pin to go forward znd detonate the shell.

The plonks or platforro were held clear of tho top of the
gtriking pins by meens of two wooden pegs drilven into tho

1 2t each end as in 1llustration.

ihere wis no cdifiliculty in dlacovering the exact positions
of the mines as they were i poorly carcuflagea with a
I1ittle earth -nd ' rrago 2 W & wire entangloment built of
gsorew picquets cn around them.

3
Reroval. - It is pe: 2d¥ sefe to 1lift the planks and
rerove tho shells.

Thogce seen in photo lo. 2, We of the FLLURBAIX - FAUQUISSART

road, have not 7et bcen reached but is probable that theoy

con:lst of single 8" shells placed in rows and actueted in the
BE&II€ menner.

there these lines of anti-tank rmines croass e road a
crater has been blowvn.

S s R S S e

Gencral staff (Intelligencs),

ek g

2 Ld tll II‘TL‘::’T &
<8th Septenoerr, 19173,

[ =
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S5th AUSTRALIAR DIVIZION.

RY OF OPERAZIONS, drd SEPTULIBER to 27th SZPTIIIR

The oper:iiore 4nvolving the eapture of PURCHNE have glready

bean desglt witn in & previous narrative.

On the night 2nd/3rd the 15th Jlustralian Infaniry Brigede relioeved
the 14th Aust T#llbﬂ Infdrtr= irlrudﬁ and the latter moved inty the
support area (HALLE Arca).

On the morning of tna 3rd the S8th Arustraliasn Infantry Brigade crossed
the CANAL and moved into support &reea relloving the l4ath Australlan
Infantry Brigadc which withdrew acrosa the Canal into HDivislonal

R2gerve.

During ths night drd/4th Septembor the 15th Afustra lian Infantry
Brigade advanced their linae on the 1laft and established =& l1line
from I.16.b.8.1. on the lorth to I.22.d.2.8. on the south,
sonnecting at this point with the old line running round the East
side of PERONND snd slong tho Cunal between PURORNE and fLAMICCURT.

Conseguent on the III Corps axtending ite right flank to 1.12.8.0.0.
on nlgnt 4th/5th, tﬂu Sth Australian Infantry Brigade was ordered
to take over the same night, that portion of the front held by the
7th Australlian Inluntr Aricnde and the 15th Australian Infaniry
Srlghdn within the following boundsrles:

North- B & %. grid through I.7.central, I.l12.centrsl,

Sowtsh-E- & V. grid tirough I.l9. central, I.Hu.eunurﬁl

In the meantime the 15th Austraglisn quﬁnur 3rigadc was advancing
glong the railway at PERONNEL and at 12.10 a.m.. &L -,I..._rtl.,*{ﬁ was 1in
our posscssion and by 8.50C &« 5th the 1lince on this portion of the
front ran as follows:

I.34.central - L.34.be2.6. = 1.04. DD = I.28.D.64d =
I.Ef.b.ﬁ.é - I.Eﬁ.a.l 65 - T.20.8.1.4 - thence along PDARMITADY
PRENCH to the Northern Brizade 3oundarye. On toe richt our

thrﬂlu Were in sdvancs to a distsnee of 1,000 yards maintaining
touch with the =mnemy.
ihe 8th suetralisn Infentry Brigade on the left were & astablished
in DARZS?ADT TREHCH.
By 11 s.m. tha trench runninz E and V. immediately L.
was occupied and pstrols were pushing through DOILI uT.

5. In order to conform to this advence oI the South and also &
propogsed advanc? by the II1I Corps On tha north the 8th Australian
Infantry Brigade under cover of a heavy srtillery bombsrdment
on sclected arcas advanced thnlr line espnturing BUSSU.

By 5.90 peme. the zeneral line ran apout 300 yards B. of BUSSU to
CARDINAL WOOD where trooOns Werso held up by heavy machine gun

fire, thence South along road rTUNNing thruugh I.ﬁ&.c. and I.90 a & ©,
1.29.4.9.1, thenocc South along road through I.%6.08., 1.6.8 & C

annd I.l12.a.

we were in touch on both flanks 1ch H.L.I. who had orossed

the SOMiiZE Jjoined with the 15th Au aiisn Infantry Brigade at

L lh-—- -I-—‘

Iilﬁtcnbul}

ring the night £th/6th the Division was rclieved in its ﬁreﬂe?t
yector by the d4rd Auﬂur 1ian Division snd side-slipred southwaras
in; over the new area as snown ol uttached mape.

5.

DU
tﬁk
Orders were issued tﬂ*t the advenoe would De aontinued on the 6th

/patween
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betwgen the new boundaries, the 8th Australisn Infantry Brigade

Group under Brigadier-Genersl &, TIVEBY 8.B., D.5.0., V.D., acting
48 the Advanced Guard.

ASTION CF THE ADVANCED GUARD.
The Ldvanced Guard composed as under concentrated in the ¢
vicinity of LZ MESNIL:
VANGU ARD. _

1 S3uadron 13th A.L., Horse (less 1 v troop)’

9lst Battslion on right.

29th Battalion on left

1l section Picld Artillery attached to each Battaslien,
MAIN GUARD,

whn

roop 1léth A,L. Horse
8th Australian Infuntry Brigade (less 2 battalions)
o0th Battalion on right, 32nd Battslion on left.

oth Field Coy. A.E., 8th Machine Gun Coy.

8th L.D.l.Battery
oth Army Brigade R,H. 1. 11 a0
)4 e8

298th Army Brigade R.F.A

- i

8 2 segcticnag,

On the 6th 3eptember the "dvanerd Guard rcsted on the GREEN LINE.
srigode Headguarters which was gituated temporarily at BETERPICNY
moved up end ostablished i{itself at P.o «8.9.7. at 10 a.nm.
At 7 a.m., on 7th September the Acvanced Guard moved on to tho
REC LINE through 14th (British) Brigade on t¢ the BLUE LINE.
Upposition was very light and eagily overcome, Artillery dealing
with maeching gun nositicns etfe., with good cffeat. Light Horse
patrols proce)i®d the infantry and did excellent work, locating
énemy strong ptoints eto.
On reaching the BLUE LINE enemy meachine gun fire became heeavy
and a light barrgge of 77 m.m. and 4.2" was placed down on QJur
advancing troops.
At 10 a.m. the Brigade egtasblished a B8attls Headguarters in
MCRSE COPSE (G.l4.d.central).
A Cycllist Lewis Gun Section attached to the Advanced Buard,
patrolled all roads forward of the infantry, working in coniunction
Wwith the Light Horse. This Section did very valuaeble work, and
sngoged the enemy on three different o-casions.
Un resehing the BLUE LINE orders were received to dig in as there
would be no further asdvance for the time being.
On the afternoon of 9th Sentember the 29th Battalion (left) and
olst Battslion (right) advenc:d their lin® forward about 1000 yards
to high 2round running along eentre grid line in R.7, 15, 19,

©0, 1lmproving the position and giving a good command of VENDELLES
and all valleys forward.
Orders were reccived on the 9th septembar for the relief ¢f the
Sth Australian [nfantry Brigade by the 13th justralian Infantry
srigade.

'ne relief took plsco on the 10th 3eptember and was conpleted
by 10.35C p.m. The Brigade on being relieved moved back into the
LE MESNIL Area and Brigade Headquarters ostablished at 0.4.b.4:8.

The Bth Austrslian Division (less Advanas Guard) moved as the
Main Body. The l4th Australian Infantry Brigade keeping closge
touch with the -Advanoed Guard.

d y the 4th justralian Division between

ptember and withdrew to the LE MESNIL

The Division waﬂfreliave
the 9¢h and 10th/11lth e
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10. Lork done by Engineers and Plonsers.

{2 ) Betwean The 4t uni DTh Sentempear.
8th *l"ld Coy. A. L. Cﬂmnl ated reconnaissance of roads, dunps, »
andrailways, developed wells and removed land-mines from main |
road N.B. of PERONNE.
14th Field,Coy. A.E.remained in rageéerva,
I5th Tiold Cov. . 3.carrisd out the fellowinz work.
Laid Jmn~trauU33 bridge fit for rield Artillery at I1.28.c.2.9.
conncoting PERORVE snd FLAMICOURT, at site of demolished bridge
V ©«00 PeMe. ONn OTh S2vitémber.
(1i). 13 rosd-mines removed a2t T.28.8.2.9.(main 2IRONIE Road).
(iii). Track for foot traffic built across 30LiiE swamps at
0.0.0.7.6., 208tward from Cuansl Lock.
(iv) 3Bridge in DOINGT r=paired snd mads f1it for ki, 7.
(v) iladoe roconnaissance and reports of wells, matarisls, roads

atc.
5th Pioneser Battalion.
(1) Cleared nain roads PERONIE nnd BIACHE3, and filled in nany

large shell crataers.

nu-gr4d.d approcaches to Li. T, Grigdu At T.35.d.4.9.

Removed larce oostacle of carts, wire, telegraph poles, and
oth:r dabris vrected by eneny wuxﬂﬂ“ main road into

— —
p.u
l--"'l*-.—r

*;l{{:?::r“‘ u.-.tr I131-LI-5:O-
(iv) Reconnzissanoe of roads in ares cgptur:d up to Oth
septambar,.

(b) Botween 6th and B8th eptember.
8th #ield Coy. A.B., cerriaed out the following vwork:

& L]

(1) Roconneliseunce of roads in Divieional Area.

(i1) ixploitation of .ater Zuomly.

(iii} Reconnaissance of Decsuville track.

(iv) Reconnuissence of k.3, Dunps.

(v) Assistance to 8th Arustralian Infantry Brigade and 3attalions
in unnatructing Haniquurtar:.

14th Fizld Coy. and oune Company Sth Pioneer 3utt- .1ion.

K200 uﬂtruutc& bridge to LU= VT Jluli rrtillery ot LAIRE FARM 0.10.a.

This bridre was -complated at 4 ».m. on 7th = - . Sepiember.

These units commenced re-constrrction of Bridge ut BTEAPIGHNY

(0.21.51 on 8th 3entemb*r. Thisg 3ridge is to take i, 7.

15th Ficld Coy. &.E. rem:ined in reserve with 150th Australian

IﬂT*rtry_@ri*ede and “hilst sweiting develonements, carried out

the reconnaissance for suitable site for M.7Te Bridge nesr

DU EIG;

s the site seleetad necessitited the construction of & road Ior

the Zostern spprouch it was dadidad not to undertake the work

immad l.-tﬂ'l,_f

“he reconztruction of tho BTIRPIGIY 3ridge wgs commenced on 5th

52ntomber.

5th Pioneczr Battelion. (less one commany) carried out work gs

tollovis: -

&5 repsir of rosds snd romoval of debris in villages to
211low trunsport to »ass.

(11) ifade detours round roud craters, and finslly filled then
in,

(iii) ixploitation of “jatar supply.

(iv) Ren:ired bridze st ( 12.c.9.6. to take M.T.

5th Austrolian Divisional 3 B. Dunp wus 28tablished 8t Pe29.0.9.7.

on the 7th Zceptember.

11l. Prisoners and naterial capturcd:
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1 officer
31 other ranks
1l nachine gun
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12. Ougstanding festures. ol the Advanced Gusrd operation.
‘(1) The murked assislance given by artillexy movimg in cloeo

guppnrt to Infaniyy.

(11) The valuable work dene by mounted tTroops in keoeping touch
w-.5h the enemy and gotiing information back quickly.

18. From the date of relief till 27th Septembor tha Division remained
in »est srea and carried out training, {rmportance being givan
to muskaetry, tank training snd route narching.

14. On the 27th the nivision meved forward to tuke part in the
operation to braak through the HINDEERIRG DEFRNCES. Thisg
operation will -be dealt with in another narrative.

\ .
;/- c&aﬂbé( 831—04’3@%

|
|
\/ Ma jor-General,

5th October 1918. Commanding S5th WS TRALI AN "DIVISION.

%
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