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8.

I Robert Nanson Williams of OMEOQO in the State of Vicboric,
=

Printer,mafe oath and say:-

% served dn Bhe AT .F. ay Pte R N. Eiliiams,ﬁo VX 95985, ik
the 2/2 Pioneer Battalion. :

With other members of my unit,I was taken prisoner by the
Jepanese Army in Februsry 1942,whilst serving with my unit
in Java. =

During December 1944,1 was transferred from Singapore,with

other Australian prisoners to’ Japan,where we were lodged in
FUKUCKA POW' near the mining villaze of Iska., One of the Japanese
Sgts attached to this camp was Irie Yoshiskl,who was better
known to myself and fellow prisoners as "Irio". This N.C.O.
appeared to have greater responsibility than other Japanese

Sgts attached to the camp,and was virtually in charge at all
times. He would take on himself to infliet punishment on prison-
ers,or would order punishments to be carried out. He had the
power to reduce or increase rations,and to direct what work

any individual: prisoner should carry out

With the same draft of prisoners which entered FUKUOKA camp at
the same time as myself,was Pte. W.R. Pople,a man who was a
fellow townsmen of mine and a member of my mnit. Pte. Pople
worked with me on the BHoulmein-Bangkok railway. As a result of
the conditions existing on this work,Pte Pople contracted a
form of beri beri fever,which left him in a very weak condition.
Through the efforts of the Australian Medical Officer in charge
of our railway camp, Lt-Col Eadie;Pte Pople was placed on light
duties,for the balance of our time on the railway.

I was withethe same batch of prisoners as Pte Pople on the voyage
from Singapore to Japan. During the voyage,Pople again became
illgnd his condition became worse through being placed on sick
rations,which meant form the Japanese viewpoint,half rations,

On reaching Fukuoksa,the Japanese found that Pople was not fit
for work in the mine,where most of the prisoners were employed,
He was given work st the head of the mine,and treated as a sick
prisoner,which meant that once again he was placed on short
rations,which at this camp was equal to one third of the ration
which I received as a miner. The guantity of food supplied %o
Pople and the class of work to be performed by him was direected
by Sgt Irio :

Pople'!s condition gradually became worse. After several periods

of being marked “no duty",and being 2 patient in the camp hospital,
he entered the hospital for the last time,in June 1945. During
this time I visited Pople in hospital as often gs I could,and
found he was not receiving any medical attention,nor were any
medicines being administered,or Red Cross supplies being given %o
him, The Medical Officer in charge of the hospital was a Dutch
Officer. From my observation and from what Pople told me,this
Officer was not insa position to render proper medical aid to his
patients,for he was not.supplied with medical stores,or comforts.:

There were two Australian prisoner orderiies employed at the
hospital. They were Ptes Bill Slattery,and Mick Cavanagh. These
men did what they could for thelr patients,but in the sbsence of
medicel supplies the 1little they could do,was in the direction
of feeding the patients,and keeping them as clean as possible.

Red Cross supplies and parcels were recelved by the Commandmant
of Pukuoka,but they were not distributed to the prisoners,or to
the prisoner patients. After the Japanese capitulation,l found
lerge stores of Red Cross parcels in the Commandants house.
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During my stay at Pukuoka,There wes only one distribution
of Red Cross parceds. This was on an occasion when a
consignment of some 400 Red Cross parcels had arrived at the
camp. Of these 400 parcels only 20 were made available to
the 200 urlsoners 1n the camp. This dlstrlbhuion was made,

by Sgt Irio.

<

Amongst the Australian prisdners who were acguainted with

Pte Pople's. position,and who did what they could to help hlm
were-Ptes Stan Rixon of Elsternwick,and Bill Jones of- Smeaton,
Cpl. George Lowe of 288 Lennox Street Richmond, and Jerry
Jarrett of 31 Coronation street Wootscrayalso Fred Sk eels
RAN ex HMAS "PertH",Capt. Moore of Western Australia,Bheut’
Flynn of NSW,and Padre Fleming of Victoria. Each of these

5men knew the manner. of Pte Pople's death.

S

The dlrect cause of fople's Qeath was starvatlon,to whlch

ill treatment,and neglect were contributing causes.:Had Sgt
Irio taken any interest in Pte Pople,or had he seeh to it

that the camp hospital was supplied with the Red Cross parcels

which were sent to the camp,Pte Pople would have survived.

It was apparent from Sgt Irio's conduct,that he ignored the
rights of a sick prisoner to any m@dlca1 attention,believing
that the only prisoners to be cared for,were those_who wexre
able to do a fulludaysnworkain_the,mine.r

.-~Sworn-c:&«f5."-.at OMEO 1n V
the State of Victoria this j /20//¢f ﬂ//z:r/(4u1uu

~n1nth day of Janusary 1948

of Victoria for- taklng afildavits
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Be

I Robert Nanson Williams of OMEO in the State of Victoria,
Printer,malie oath and say:-

i served“in the A T. 0. af“Pte R N. Wiliiams,ﬁo VX 19595 in
the 2/2 Pioneer Battalion. :

With other members of my unit,I was taken prisoner by the
Japanese Army in Februsry 1942,whilst serving with my unit
in Java, ; -

During December 1944,I was transferred from Singapore,with

other Australian prisoners to Japan,where we were lodged in
FUKUCKA POW' near the mining villasze of Iska. One of the Japanese
Sgts attached to this camp was Irie Yéshiaki,who was better
known to myself and fellow prisoners as "Irio"., This N.C.O.
appeared to have greater responsibility than other Japanese

Sgts attached to the camp,end was virtually in charge at all
times., He would take on himself to inflict punishment on prison-
ers,or would order punishments to be carried out. He had the
power to reduce or increase rations,and to direct what work

any individual: prisoner should carry out

With the same draft of prisoners which entered FUKUOKA camp at
the seme time as myself,was Pte. W.R. Pople,a man who was g
fellow townsmen of mine and a member of my unit. Pte. Pople
worked with me on the Moulmein-Bangkok railway. As a result of
the conditions existing on this work,Pte Pople contracted a
form of beri beri fever,which left him in a very weak condition.
Through the efforts of the Australian Medical Officer in charge
of our railway camp, Lt-Col Eadie;Pte Pople was placed on light
duties,for the balance of our time on the railway.

I was withrthe same batch of prisoners as Pte Pople on the voyage
from Singapore to Japan. During the voyage,Pople again became
illand his condition became worse through being placed on sick
rations,which meant form the Japanese viewpoint,half rations.

On reaching Fulkuoka,the Japanese found that Pople was not fit
for work in the mine,where most of the prisoners were employed.
He was given work at the head of the mine,and treated as a sick
prisoner,which meant that once again he was placed on short
rations,which at this camp was equal to one third of the ration
which I received as a miner. The cuantity of food supplied to
Pople and the class of work to be performed by him was directed
by Sgt Irie :

Pople's condition gradually became worse. After several periods
of being marked "no duty”,and being a2 patient in the camp hospital,
he entered the hospital for the last time,in June 1945. During
this time I visited Pople in hospital as often ss I could,and
found he was not receiving any medical attention,nor were any
medicines being administered,or Red Cross supplies being given to
him. The Medical Officer in charge of the hospital was a Dutch
Officer. From my observation and from what Pople told me,this
Officer was not inss position to render proper medical 2id to his
patients,for he was nobt.supplied with medical stores,or comforts,.

There were two Australian prisoner orderlies employed at the
hogpital. They were Ptes Bill Slattery,and Mick Cavanasgh, These
men did what they could for their patients,but in the sbsencs of
medical supplies the 1little they could do,was in the direction
of feeding the patients,and keesping them as clean as possible.

Red Cross supplies and parcels were received by the Commandmant
of Pukuoka,but they were not distributed to the prisoners,or to
the prisoner patients. Affter the Japanese capitulation,I found
large stores of Red Cross parcels in the Commandants houss.
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During my stay at Pukuoka,There was only one distribution
of Rod Cross parcets. This was on an occasion when a -
consignment of some 400 Red Cross parcels had arrived at the
cemp. Of these 400 parcels only 20 were made available to
the 200 prisoners in the camp. This distribution was made,

by Sgb Iris,

-~wa0rn c?*am~rw-:at OMEO 1n
- the State of Victoria this /élﬁﬁévé,ﬂ/pZ;r/ clun/
1n1nth day of January 1948

<

Amongst the Australian prisdners who were acquainted with

Pte Pople's position,and who did what they could to help nim
were-Ptes Stan Rixon of Elsternwick,and Bill Jones of. Smeaton
Cpl. George Lowe of 288 Lennox Street Richmond, and Jerry
Jarrett of 31 Coronation street Footscrayalso Wred Sk eels
RAN ex HMAS "PertH",Capt. Moore of Western Australia,Bdeut’

~ Flynn of NSW,and fadre Fleming of Vlctoria. Each of these
:men knew the manner of Pte Pople’s death.

“The direct cause of. EoPle's aeath was starvatlon,to which

ill treatment,and neglect were contributing ceuses.:Had Sgt
Irio taken any interest in Pte Pople,or had he seeh to it
that the camp hospital was supplied with the Red Cross parcels

whjich were sent to the camp,Pte Pople would have survived.

It was apparent from Sgt Irio's conduct,thet he ignored the
rights of a sick prisoner to eny m@dlcdl attention,believing
that the only prisoners to be cared for,were those who were
able to do,a'full‘days‘work»in_the,mine.

of Victoria for,taklpg aff 1davits
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Constable WILIARD, Hiram Stanley, being duly sworn, give the following evidence.

My full name is Hiram,Stanley WILIARD. My home address is "Egan Creek", Via
YERONG CREEK, Riverina, New South Wales. :

I was a member of Royal Naval Yard Police and was taken prisoner at Hong Kong,
China, om 25/12/41, I was first imprisoned at Hong Kong for 6 or 7 days and then
transforred to Shamshuypo Camp on the Chinese mainland. I was in this Camp for
_approx 12 months. All prisoners were in good condition on arrival at this Camp.
Whilst in this Camp, we were on 2 rice meals per day wmleses an attempt was made %o
escape when the ration was reduced to one meal. We were soon organised into working
parties, arising at 4 a.m for a meal and no more food till we returned at 7 p.m the
seme evening. Dysentry was prevelant, sanitary arrangements were practically nil
and for a time we were wnable to cope with the dysentry menace. No clothes were
available and we were foreed to use Gestrings and wooden clogs to walk about in,
There were a few attempts to escape but were discouraged by Major Boon who had been
eppointed Camp Commandent by the Japanese. On one ocassion, he threatened to report
us to the Japanese for planning to escape and actually several men were taken and
questioned. At least two of these men mever returned, one was a Constable CONILON
and the other "Darkie" DUNNE. On my release, I heard they had been shot.

Diptheria broke out and for a time the Japamese refused us any medical supplies

- whatsoever,up to nine med dying each day. Drafts were going to Japan and I was one
of 1800 that left for Japan at the end of 1942, Whilst in this Camp we were
quardéred in former Army barracks swrounded by electrified wire and firewood was
that scarce that we were foreed to use the woodwork from those buildings. The
quartergds were teeming in bugs,lice and fleas.

Working conditions were very severe with only a break of half an hour at midday.

I saw several bashings take place but cannot remember the names of emy of the
victims. A Japanese niclkmamed "The Yank", he also being the interpreter was one

of the ringleaders of these bashings.

We were subjected to parades whilst would-be searches were made, when We would be
foreed to stand for 5 hours in the rain and many collapsed from their wealmess and
exposure. These parades were called at any time from darkness to dawn and the

siek were not excluded from these parades, and our only c¢lothing being the G-strings.
 Conditions whilst not extremely bad, were subject more to the whims of the Japanese
than to our eonduct. The Japanese frequently put on execution patties on the pier
which was visible from our camp and which we were forced to view, the victims being
Chinese men, women end children. On the opposite side of the Camp, at the "Welcome"
Hut, many Chinese were to be seen tethered and weights of barbed wire placed on their
. backs and stomachs; they were a common sight. The Japanese Camp Commandant who was
in charge of these guards permitted these offences to go on. I cannot recall the
Camp Commendent's neme.

From Shamshuypo Camp, I was transferred to Sakurajime Cemp at Osaka, JAPAN at the
end of 1942 and remeined there till April 1945.

In this Camp, the food was very similar to the rations supplied in Shamshuypo Camp
but we obtained a midday meal when we commenced working. :

Here again we experienced a lot of sickmess and a little medicine. There were
several supplies of American Red Cross drugs brought into Camp but our doctor had
very little access to it and he often told us that the Japanese medical eorporal
would not let him use eny of the drugs in a reasonable quantity. _

When an inspection was made by senior Japemese officials, the sick were sent to
work which geve the impression that we were reasomably treated on aeccownt of the
low number of sick personnel remaining in Camp. I have often aided in earrying
sick men to worky snd later a lot of those men were to die. :

The medical Corporal was called MATSUMOTO and if things were not pleasing him, he
would go around the hospital patients and bash us mhk with a bamboo stiek, and
eontinue so wtil his stremgth gave out. Several times our doctor spoks and
interfer/ed on our behalf and he was alsc subjeet to bashings by MATSUMDTO which
consisted of face slapping. On several oecassions when men Were near death from
siejness, he would lock the medical cupboard and walk out. On returning to Cemp
next morning, he would inquire concerning the sick mens' health. On being told
of their death, e would laugh and say " 7 em glad". MATSTMDOTO alsc pedalled

), 0
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Qur rest days became only two per month and we were foreed to work cleaning our

camp each rest day. No soap was issued for 5 months and then we were pemalised

in our rations for having dity elothes. No razors were obtainable and men bscame

very dejected. : '

In this camp they issued us with a shirt, pair of trousers and pair of eardboard

boots which were faced on the outside with eloth.

I consider MATSTMDTO the indireet cause of meny prisoners® deaths.

COCOODA, although a corporal, was virtually in commsnd of the Camp and with

MATSUIDTO and IKEEDA formed & trio that twrned this camp into a virtwel hell.

MATSTADTO was of § foot or 5 foot 2 inches high, medium bukld, wore glasses and
was very dark with en ashen complexion.

IKEEDA was similar in build and height.

COCOODA was thicker set although of the same height and also wore glasses. He was

nicknamed "The Little Corporal. I cannot recall any other outntanding features of

these three Japsnese.

COCOODA and IKEEDA always gave us our roughest treatment when the Camp Commandent

was absent which was frequent. For trifling offences such as spitting,ther would

stand the Camp to attention and bash meny with a bamboo stick and make passes with

their swords at us in that they would make personnel kneel in readimess for

exesution stfking the backs of the neeks or meking a sweep past the heads with the

" swords and laughing at our disconf hey frequently struck us with the flat of

“the sword. These parades for ® g«merally occurred at the termination

o4 SITIC Al O L
TR RPN OB

!/ of a work day end sometimes the victims of the charges were foreced to stand to

attention in the snow wtil roll eall at night which was 8 p.m. thereby missing

-their tea., Whilst standing to attention, they would be bashed in relays and a bucket .

of iced water thrown over them when they collapsed to bring them to.

When I complained of my uleerated leg, I was kicked in the ulcer by IKEEDA end as

& result it was 9 months in healing.

When men were not considered %o be doing their best at work, they were paraded in
front of us and bashed and on one ocassion, one man's head hit the eement floor with
2 dull thud and 9 days afterwards was found dead in bed. He had ecomplained of severe
headaches after the bashing but was refused medical aid by the Japanese because they
said a loafor did not deserve medical aid, IKEEDA was the one who administered the
beshing and MATSUMOTO was the one who refused medical aid. They gave this men's death
as from matural causes but "I consider he died from a fracture dif the skull.

When anyone was reported for not working hard, these three Japanese always meted out
heavy punishments although the men were in a weakened condition and,in my gang,were
expeocted to swing 28 poundx hammers, pattening the steel hulls of boats. This
treatment was meted out to all end sumdry during the whole period of imprisonment

at this Gamp-

I was next moved to the Copper Mines at AXINOBE and the treatment was very similar
to that meted out to us at the other camps. Whilst at this Camp they emecowraged us
to pluck Mulberry leaves to meke soup to augment our meagre rations

I certify that the above e¥fidenes is trues and correct

Sworn by the abovensmed at ) \Nﬂ . ww
EENTY, NSW this twenty-first %

day of Oetober 1946 -
Before no

Rt
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I, John Desailly %ILKIKSON, shipping clerk, of 11 Muswell Hill,
Glen Iris, in the State of Victoria, formerly VX 63559 Cple d B
Wilkinson, A.A.P.C., Command Pay Office, llalaya make oath and says-~

RS I was taken prisoner of war by the Japanese in Singapore
on 15 Reb L2 '

2 I arrived at K2IJO Prisoner of Wap Camp on 25 Sept 42 and
~left there on 13 Sept L3,

515 I arrived at KONAN Prisoner of War Camp on 14 Sept L3 and was
released by the Rmssians on 27 Aug U5. -
be I remember a Japanese named Colonel NOGUCHI, he wag in

command, His administration of the issuing of Red Cross supplies
appeared to favour certain groups. ’ :

5e I remember a Japanese named Capt TERADA at KRBIJO camp
On numerous occassions he would punish Prisoners of War for no
apparent reason.

6. On 28 Dec 42 in the middle of winter one Prigoner of War was
punished by being thrown in the camp guard house for five days on
rice and water, no heating and no blankets during the day. His offence

was drawing American, HZnglish and Japanese flags.

Ts Another Japanese named Cpl SAITO nicknamed "Tom THUMB" took
@ sadistic delight in bashing Prisoners of War.

S On 5 Feb 45 SAITO dealt out a bashing to" 5/Sgt -FATHERS of
Western Australiam which resulted in S/Sgt FATHERS being in hospital
for 2 days:

9, 5/Sgt FATHERS was a squad leader and was -not = young man.
SAIDO had a personel grudge against FATHERS.

16, SAITO had FATHERS held by Korean Guards while he stood on the
tatami of the factory guard hpuse and lashed out at him. It was
generally considered, even by the Japanese,that this was a most
unwarranted and illegal action. :

131, I remember a Japanese by the name of USHIHARA; he was an
interpreter nicknamed "THE YANK" because he had lived in America.
He on a number of Occasions basghed sick Prisoners of War who he
considered were malingering. He developed an antaganistic attitude
towards sick Prisoners of Var and in the majority of cases did not

~interpret correctly statements of sick Prisoners of Var.

493 There was another Japanese ‘interpreter nsmed KITACKA, who
on many occasions did not interpret symptons on sickness correctly.

i3 On the 30 July Lk in eollusion with the Japanese medical Officer
KITAOKA sent me to.work on carbide furnaces when I was very ill and
weak with stomach trouble. I had eaten nothing for two days and

actually collapsed on the Jobe. '

Sworn at llelb

on the | £l

+

Before me 1{i2%2:
v

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Victoria for taking Affidavits.

yrne, in the Siate of Viectoria,
~day of WMay 19hL7,




. 3 Edward James WILKINSON, of 3{: ?;eisla i'»"&ﬁf: New Farm,
Brisbans, wrm**l*g QX1o762 Do sTLkrs on N, Eed, 2 %Q Bn Al"? now
diﬁmﬁrgad, being m;r sworn make cath and s!:ai;as as rﬂs}.}.cm'

1e In sbout Sa@%m - Ooioler, 1%4, T was & w&e@m:e of
war in MACASSAR Camp, JAVA, in which aamg were Australian, English,
American ané Duteh m*mmmrs. One day I was on a working parity
amongst which was s Dpioh prisoner, whose name I do not know,

/> mnis prisoner was saught by the Koresn guards recelving soms olgers

fram a Chinsse civilian, whilst we were work::b@; in Batavia,

R The gusrds belited ths ;ﬁrwmer with bambeo sticks, than
took him back o camp 'in 8 vehisle, We saw nc mors of the "Daten
prisoner wntil we returned to camp af ter work, at aboutb 8,:58 Palle
We then saw the prisoner standing on %tipioes on & table under &
leafless tres. ¥His back wmms tc the itree, his ankles were tled

%0 the trunk snd his wrists were tled to ﬁm tres in such a
position as madé him lean forwerd, IHis arms had been forged bask-

~ward and upward, so that most of his migh%; was i:akma by the wrists,
B Although T ecannot swear that the prisoner wss kept in

i;hat position all the time, T can vouch for the fact that every tlme
I zaw the tree dwing the ne:x:* four days, the prisonsr wss there In
the same positlon., 1 saw the tree at least twivse every day, onGe
when going out to work and once when returning atl night, One
morning we zaw him when we were colng out, but when w Beturned,

he was no longer thers, and we never saw ‘him ag,aim

The punishment was carried out on %Eza instructions of
‘Mms& PARARA, t‘hs 39%3&&2@ of the eamp, and during the pumish-
mﬁ, saveral protests were made by our offieers fec the commnd-
anb, but wers of no availl., Efforts were made %o provide the m!iaman»
er with smtame, but were mav&aﬁa@ by the ﬁnmarﬁan% ‘

Sa A daseripﬁim of the Duwh wﬁaemr csoncerned in the
torture 1s as fellm:

Age about 22 yearssi height m", welght 12 to 1% stom
powerful build; dark hair; Emgsm type; dark @ﬁmplean'
good peeths h&ﬁ previously been amiﬁy&d in eotik : :
waz ia geﬁﬁ mma*tim*

6, IJdeut TANAKA imh'mm the guards m punish the prisoners
for any infringemants of the regulations, and the gusrds often -
'téaaii;eci the prisoners far no apparent cause. Protests to TARAKA ay
o> of flcere wewe ignored :

o A aamriptam of Lisut TANAKA 1s as follows:

Age 23-24 yesrs; height 5?3‘* approx: slight bulld;
round shouldered with stoop; thin faees good teeths
ag far ss known only slight k&awlaﬂga «:xgi ish, always
spoks throush iﬁatarxzramy, very olesm In habits and
dresa; snsaky type; dark somplexion.

: T swear that the sontents of this my affidavit gve
the best mf wy lnowiedge snd belief true in overy particular,

n&a and Sworn by the

)
1innamed depons ’%t F /
aﬁ ﬁﬁiab&ﬁ% ﬁhﬁﬂ ) ) e ow tvocvv‘»attwefsrau
. day of April, 1946 } -, =

S \

BEB RSB ES D

mfm me s
4 Justice Gf the Pesce

B beobOR SPe»






On this Twentieth day of January One thousend nine hundred

and forty-eight Dudley Norman WILKINSON __ of Laggan Rosd,
CROOKWELL, in the state of New South Wales,

make oath and says as follows:-

I am fully aware of the facts surrounding the death
through neglect of PTE, W,R, POPLE, for it was common
knowledge that SGT. IDIO the Japanese N,C,0., in charge
of the camp was very brutal in his conduct towards

P, 0.,W,s, and included amongst hisg many victims was
PTE, POPLE,

I was medical orderly in the Camp Hospital so was in
a position to see the treatment meted out to P, 0.W.

patients. I remenmber PTE, POPLE being brought into
the Camp Hospital, 2nd his condition at the time was
very low, due mainly to ill treatment & malnutrician,

As far as I can remenber POFPLE was given a blood trans-
fusion the night he died, but his condition was too far
gone for the treatment to be of any use,

Pte., POPLE died about four days after he was admitted to
hospital, :

TE, W.SLATTERY of New South Wa;es was glso a meuber of
the camp and he may be able to give further informatien
on the conditions existing at the &hat time,

Dudley Normen WILKINSON at CRGGEQ?E:IJL, 6 ¢ 2605 CEETGLOECISGECII TCES S
on the TWENTIETH day of JANUARY One Signature of Deponent,
thousend nine hundred and Forty BEight, -

BEFORE ME........Q..%‘d‘:”‘ Z..

2 ¢ 8P OTEETe OO e e S

A Justice of the Peace,

SWORN by the above named deponent ? aié@(
2 L



Be
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On this Sixth dey of June One Thousand Nine Hundred snd Forty Seven
Dudley Norman WILKINSON of Laggan Road,Crookwell in the State of New
South Weles,a taxi proprietor makes  oath and says as follows:-

- I was FX, 66840 a Private in the 2/30 Inf,Bt.and was captured at

Singapore on 15 Féb. 42,

I eventuaily arrived at Fukuoka POW Camp No,22 on 15 Jan, 45 and
was there until my release about the last week in Septe 45,

I worked in the Camp Hospital as an orderly during this period
and the ration issue for the hospital was barely a half pint of
rice and a bowl of thin vegetable soup three times a day. :

We were weighed monthly and everyone in the hospital was losing

weight because of the insufficency of the ration,

Our Red Cross parcels were being consumed by the Lieut, in command
because I have seen him eating the chocolate snd smoking the cig-
arettes out of them I went up %o his hut which was just behind
the hospital and found sbout 40 empty Red Cross cartons there,

6e Being in the hospital,I saw the results of various beatings and

kickings received by our boys from the Jap guards,Our boys would

~either be brought in by their mates or come themselves for treat—

e
8e

S

afs'*}?"

ment for thaﬁe beatings, and invariably they would say it was ,g
"IRIO"the Jap Sgt.who did it or at his instigation, -

I treated manyfof the boys on several occassions for cuts,bruises
and abrasions caused By these beatings and kickings.

Bernie Cantwell was brought into hospital suffering bruises and

abrasions from one of these beatings instigated by Sgt.IRIO. 7

S {

About August 1945 A Japanese mine overseer came over to the XXEX <8 4 1

RAXEX camp one night and pulled Johnston,Skinner and Wright out Ca‘jiﬁé

bed and gave them a beating saying "Thats in case you don't :

ork hard tomorrow" : ; .

Cantwell told me this when he came to me for treatment for one

of his beatings, ’ : v

Bill Slatyer of 2/30 Bn.witnessed a lot of these beatings and

would know g lot more names than I can remember,he lives close

" to Sydney.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent Dudley Norman WILKINSON, at
CROOKWELL on the Sixth day of June )

One Thousend Nine Hundred and Forty—{ ' ,
deven , § ‘;’//”””’_,,_a
BEFORE M®E, 7
- f-\;
5 5 s
A 3u;tic of the Péac




On this Thirteenth dey of Februsry One Thousand Nine Hundred
and Fortyeight Dudley Normsn WILKINSON of Laggan Road,
CROOKWELL, in the State of New South ﬂales, Taxi Driver,

makes oath and says as follows:-

I was medical orderly in “FUKUOKA, P,W,Camp No, 22 Hosoltal
from 15 January 1945 until 25 Seotember 19é535%; 53\

When we first went into camp we were broken up into parties
of 100, snd the party I wes with included Cpl. H, ASHFORD and
L/beaman A, HAWKE, Dbut prior to leaving SINGAPORE they were
not in my group.

When these TWO men were admitted to the Camp Hospital they
were suffering from a very .acute form of Beri Beri,

As fae as I recollect both men were sdmitted about the 17th
of January and Cpl. ASHFORD died on 21st January 45, and
L/Seamsn HAWKE on 25th Januery 1945,

Neither ASHFORD nor HAWKE received any treatment during the
short perlod in hospital as no special food was avallable
other than the normal Rice Ration,

I only knew the TWO members whilst they were patients in the
camp hospital, and have no knowledge of what trestment they
received prior to admission to the hospital, as they had been
in a different group to myself.

The conditions on the boat Jjourney of three weeks from
SINGAPORE to JAPAN were very overcrowded, as there were 450
Australian P,W. and 100 Japanese troops aboard.

We were housed in the holds of the ship "AWA HMARU" and our
allowance of space was approximately 2 feet squere per man,

and/
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and we were allowed ONE hours exercise deily on the upper
deck, >

The treatment whilst on the ship was most severe, and the
allowance of water per man per day was ONE Army Water Bottle
for all purposes.

Prequent bashings were s daily occurrence and there were vV ery
few of us who escaped these bashings,

I am unable to give the names of the Japanese who were re-
sponsible for these bashings, with the éxception that one of
them was generally known as "BOOFHEAD",,

In my opinion, one of the main reasons for the sudden desath
of ASHFORD & HAWKE was the fact that we were under tropical
conditions whilst in SINGAPORE, and the sudden change to
winter conditions without suitable clothing was responsible
to a great extent for these deaths,

I think that SGT, J.1, RISEBOROUGH a VX number of VICTORIA
would be in a better position than myself to supply further
information,

SWORN BY THE above named deponent 3 . g

Dudley Norman WILKINSON at CROOK- : ZZé;gﬁé;yvyva\.
WELL, on the Thirteenth day of Lens amiee s L e
January One thousand nine hundred 5 Signature of ﬁeponent.

and Forty Eight, :

: Wo-o-ooo.ooc
A Justice of % eace., |



IN THE MATTER"of War Crinmes

. and

IN THE MATTER of the murder
of a party of slick personnel
of 2/1 Hvy Bty 8 Aust Div
near BABOE about 21 Feb 42,

United Nations War Crimes
Commisgion Reference 80000 BE OGS

I, WX11117 Lieut Frederick Beorge WILXINS, of 2/1 Heavy Battrry
8 Aust Division et present residing 4 Redfern St., Sublaco in the
State of Western Australia being duly sworn make oath and say as
follows 2=

2 On approximately 20 Feb 42 I was with 2/1 Heavy Battery

at KLAPALIMA ebout 12 miles from BABOE in Dutch Timor. Under
instructions I was despatching some of our sick personnel by
ambulance 0 TJAMPLOENG. One party had been so despatched and had
got through but immediabtely afterwards, unknown 5o us, some 600
to 700 Japanese Parstroops landed outside BABOE on the rosd from
EKLRPLINA to TJAMPLOENG. Capt A, R. CARRICK and I sent on snother
party of about 10 in a truck with instructions Lo proeceed to
TJAMPLOENG. This was the party which we subsequently ascertained
was Intercepted bythese paratroops and taken prisoner sbout £ mile
outside BABOE and subsequently.murdersd.

2. - Those of the party whose names are known to me werse

I/Bdr's J. RANKIN and ILOYD and Gnr's WAY, STRIDE and HEENRY. L/Bdr
LLOYD and Gnr HENRY were the drivers of the truck. I do not know
the names of the rest of the party but my C.0. Lt~Col LEGGETT has
detallss

3¢ . We surrendered to the Jaranese on 23 Feb 42 and it was not
until the end of Merch 42 thet I obtained any informatlion rezarding
the fate of this party. At that time asbout 6 officers were
permitted to go over the battle area just outside BAROE wnere our
Forces had fought a heavy engagement with the Japsnese. Those in
the party were, in additlion to myself, our Medical Officer Captain
D. G« GILLIES, Capt A, R. CARRICK, Lieut J. CARRICK and sbout two
-other officers whose identify I have forgotten. In the course of
this tour at & place called OESOE Ridge sbout$ mile from BABCE
just of the road we found the dismembered skelebtons of about ten
men. The bodies had been esten and dismembered by wild pigs but
the M.0. pleced the bodies together and we were eble to Jddentify
- the men concerned by clothing, identity dises anil various personal
effects. Thei.things were scattered over an ares about 20 yards
square.

4 From the clothing, identity discs and personsl effects I
satlisfied myself beyond sny doubt that the five men abovenamed
of my Battery were amongst those killed there.

5. In the course of cur tour we came upon & natlive who informed
us that at a time which we identifled to be sbout 21 Feb 42 he hed
seen & party of sbout ten of our scldlers who were tisd together
by ropes led out from s small hut nearby. FHe had not seen what
gubsequently had happened but had heard screams followed by the
sound of rapid shootinge.

6 We inspected the locality very closely. There were a

number of smell trees wi th low br8fches in the imEedieste vicinity
and on the lowest branches we saw marks which appsered to have been

- made by the tension end friction of ropes supporting a heavy object.
There were ropes lying around adjacent to the bodies which had
apperently béer used Lo suspend the bodles from the branches. The
boots, pubttees, shorts and shirts which we found ell showed marks
evidently mede by bayonet thrusts and the skulls we found bore marks
apperently made by bullets of 2 calibre similar to Japsnese Tommy

Gun ammmnition. Australian sted helmets‘ﬁounﬂ thers alsc showsd
indications of being struck by bullets.



oy 2 -
7o From this evidence and the information obtained from the
native it was apparent to us that these men had been suspended

from the low branches they bayoneted meny times and finelly shot
~ through the headuevidehntly with Tommy Guns. :

8. It was impossible for us to identify any of the murderers
except as being membersof the Jepanese Paratroops who had landed

in that locality. The Jaspanese Commander in that area informed
Lt-Col LEGGETT that of the 600 or 700 paratroops who landed,

Sparrow Fore had wiped out all except 76 so that probably all
perpetrators of this murder were killed. Lt-Col Leggett hade numerous
enquiries to endeavour to f£ind out who was responsible but I do not
know with what results, :

SWORN BY THE SAID )
Frederick George WILEINS )
at PERTH in the State )
of Western Australisron )
this 19th day of ) ,
Pebruary, 1946, »% {Sgd) F. G, Wilkins.
)
)
)
)

Before me : _H.T. Stables
AL L.C, Keajor ;
HQ Western Commend.
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THE MATTER of War Crimes; Lo

and;

IN THE MATTER of TAKEDC SADUMA,....

known as "one armed bandit" and....

VUTA MATSUKICHI known as "the .....

Sailer"
itish National Office Charge No.
United Nations War Crimes Commiss-.

TonuRefereneal L g e

I, HUGH WIEKES of Stirling Dam Harvey in the State of Western...
Australis Plumber being duly sworn make oath and say as ........
follows: -

1. T was formerly a member of the Australian Infantry Forces.
My Army No. being WX9179. I was a member of the 2/4 Auétralian..
Machine Gun Battalion which was in the Eighth Division and I ...
was taken prisoner of War b& the Japanese at Singapore.

2. After periods of interhment in Singapore and Thailand I was.
on' the 19th June 1944 removed from Thailand to Fukuoka Prisoner.
of Wear Camp No. 17 in Japan.

3. Conditions in this camp were very bad. Prisoners in this....
camp were obliged to work in the coal mines in zine works, In...
small garden parties and in constructing huts and air raid .....
shelters inside the camp.

4. ‘Food in the camp was bad. The guards of the‘camp were gen-..
erally speaking inhuman and they appeared to delight in adminis-
tering beatings, and other forms of torture for the slightest...
breach of discipline or if it appeared to them that a prisoner..
was not working suffioienfly hard. When working in the mines...
four prisoners were placed under a guard and if the prisoﬁer So-
should straighten kis back for a space the guard in charge would
strike him with a stiék which he always carried. If the guards.
should discover a prisoner smoking while paésing throlugh tho. ..
huts that prisoner would always receive a beatlpg with stlcks.

The popular forms of Dun1thent 1n +he camp were: -

R s 2
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(é) bashings with sticks, bambo or rifle butts.

(p) to compel the prisoner to kneel outside the guard house...
in the snow for long periods while guards at intervals threw....
buékets of cold water over him.

(6)» camp corporate punishment was administered by compelling..
all prisoners to stand out in the snow for long periods without.
o%ercoats and by the Withholdirg of rations. This was continueé;
uﬁtil$a-pfisonef Woula admlt an of fenoe, e.g. stealing.

Die I remember in particular the case of Dave Rqua_ He Was..zqg
bﬁéthééfd‘b& énhintérpretr telling newly arrived Australian ...
Prisoners at the Camp not to work too hard for the Nips. He was
nlaced in f*ont of the guard house with bamboos tled behind the.
knees and beaten with sticks. He was left there for four to....
five days. As a result of the injuries to his legs gan rene.

set in and he lost both legs below the knees.

6; TAKEDO SADUMA who was known amongst the prisoners by the.

ﬁickname of the "one armed bandit!" and whom I identify as the...
person photographed in the four photograps Nos. 51 and 51A which
are hereunto annexed and marked "A" was a guard at‘the said, o ...
camp.

7. MUTA MATSUKICHI who was known amongst the prisoners by..

fﬁéwnickname of "the sailor" and whom I identify as the person...
éhétographed in the four photographs Nos 52 and 524 which are...
ﬁefeunto annexed and marked "BY was also guard at the setd Camp.
8. Both of these guards earned a reputation for inhumsn treat-.
ment and amohgst a bad lot of guards they Wefe, in my opinien, .
the worsﬁ They participated in the illtreatment of Ruqﬁbwhlch.é$
I refer to above and in a number of other individual cases in...

which I cannot recall the names of the prisoners who were ill...

wated.

SWORN at Harvey in the State of Westorn )
Australia this Z5 = day .%
of £1»5L~4¢i/ 1947. DBefore me:- 3

.0.0.....‘...l....‘.0.0""0'.0...0Cl.‘l

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of
Western Australis for taking Affidavits.
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IN 7TEHE MATTER OF War Crimes
and

IN THE MATTER OF TAXEDO SADUMA

known as " one-armed bandit "

and MUTA MATSUKICHI known as

Ythe sailerf.

=
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Ef‘;{o.l.CO..'l..‘......'.'.'.l..‘
United Nations War Crimes Com-

misSion ReferonCen oo vevas
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T IOTL Totoukicht at mem
Camp No.,17.

L3al BedloU United Nations War Crimes Commission
LaplomeD Reference s..svesesvss

I, HUGH WILKES of 3 Gladstone Street, East Porth in the State
of Western Australia, Radiator Specislist, make cath and siy
as follows: |
Yoo i crave leave to refer to my sffidavit made in Manilla
towards the end of September 1945,

AR Y saié affidavit I referred to two Japanese named

f¢a DA and MUTA. They were known respectively as "The one-

ed bandit" and "The sailor®.
\(irinexed and marked with the letters "A" snd "B

..are.photographs of the sald TAKEDA.

4.__ I positively identify the said photographs as those of the
sald TAKEDA. . |

5sHereinto annexed and marked with the letters "C'" and ©wpn

are photographs of the said MUTA.

6. I positively iﬁeﬁt ity the said photographs as those of the _
sald MUTA. ‘

SWORN by the Deponent at PERTH

thi %h f Octobe % )
ot s B 2 o8 4/{%//

A

COMMISSIONER IN THE SUPREME COURT
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA FOR TAKING
AFFIDAVITS.
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Evidence taken at Menils on 7 October 1945,

Pte. Hugh UIL 'beim: duly sworn gives the fﬁl&mﬂﬁg evidence:

iy mmber is ?’:&93.?9, m iﬁugh %*f
Bn. Hone &
i was taken pr

@ﬂmmmﬁm I G angs inﬁymm.,
i went o Jahore. scmitiaw ai'. ﬁ&aagi were not good; Todd was
and the men lost welight. There was a falr bit of
éys.eaﬁery. Wie had a lot of our owvn medical supplies then;
we were under our own administration.

&% Jehore we were in civilisn buts and remsined mm for
about & month. There were 200 aﬁ‘mm, The 200 were there
for a week, then 150 were semt back to Singepore., I steyed
there. The Japs there were ﬁ.ghtmg foreces and t&aa food was
not bad; we were able to exchenge our rice for bread and
soue pigs. Ve lived in some brick houses. lie worked on
hnil&iﬁg a shrine to mark uhere mey crossed over %o

ingapore. There was iittle sick ﬁr ?&m ﬁ.x*st few days
Wmtwmmwm 5

ﬁﬁ&m ‘%@3‘3 mz mﬁ Mﬁ

shri t a big bﬁaga am m '

a.i. $0 5 pom. There were some hmtinm Host of
ma 3;_._,“_.@&&% was from malmitrition; men wers going
downhill and there was some dengue fever and tinea., Ve s$ill
h&&metmmmﬁi&a& upplies. The Japs there did not
m;mm with the M,0s’ recommen ,zm aamm; sick men and

- wor

"zmmﬁsam ialeam‘&@ lmanéstawathem

until darch 1943, Food was very scarce - we hed & pint mug of
rice three timsaﬁayumtmm timas;mmable :
te buy some w‘&i@e&a&t and nake W’v&s & weak stew sometimes,

ﬂhemn‘s h&giﬁh was ma ﬁmm Mnn%;m‘&i on gnd dysentery.
I left thee in Harch 1943 and went tc Thailend by train =
in steel trucks, 30 men %o a truck. It was crowded and hot.
By first cam in land wag Kanburi; we left there sgain at
 the end of Harch 1943. We sold elothes and got egzes - and we
ove~ate the eggs, and some mm got dlarrhoea bad. Then I went
to Einsyoke by tmmk. - we were the last lot to go up by
truek; the ret walked. We left there in June 1943. We worked
on the railway, building the embankment. Food was light there.
~ We slept in adap huts, in therain. There was . Tair amount of
‘sickness but we stm had to swpply 95 men out of z 100 %o
work. Sick men had %o work. There weresome beatings. One of
our medical orderlies went out with a medical kit and the
Japs took %o him and beat him, for two or three days; one
day he was carried back. mx beat him with bamboos. Our
medical s’ﬂp slies at this camp were getta.ng lighter. .

2L



The next cemp was Bronkassi; we left there about & month
m*&am%ismamirmwtmaiaaofam. '
Food was not so bad, Accommodation wes in tents. There
was not much siekness hlmm. Ve still had & few clothes
that e had brought from %&n@m. We worked on t;‘rw
railway, building the embankment; our hours were n 8
B ollie '5@ 70t 8 Dells

‘i‘hmimaﬁﬁaﬁ&ﬁmm@mmﬁl&ﬁ; there asbout six
weeks later, I went back to Bronksssi for a month., The
general wm&.ﬁ.m &t Hindane were bad; food was iasaff~
1&1&}:&* muodation was in tents, the rain coming in
all of the iaime. Sickness started to incw&se ‘khera4
1t mostly wes diarrhoee and malnutrition. Sick men had to .
Worke ﬁmmw t0 get off work through sickness you
m ﬁa yourself before the Japs. Two men died with
holera mm, iledical supplies m iight The g&mml
wnﬁit:i of the men was begomming weak
they were collepsing on the 3&. i‘m %am be b&aﬁm,
sone E@&Wlﬁ. let you rest mamﬂm% and the
others would beat you and forece you backm on the job,
Some men haﬁ to be wieé back tﬁ thaiz' Jobs,e

i was beck ut Bronkasssi in é’aly mﬁ left t’.&m at the

end of sugust 1943, Food on this occasion was not so ‘
bad, We worked on the railway line; some times we started
work at 8 a.n. oné dey end finish at halfpast one the

‘pext morning., It was the monsoonal mzx end the ?sa%ar

ceme right up and the twdek wes cut
vmé%hﬁtamktmtamw*” ‘throus

‘ Mmmmymmm asz&t&wy
, b under Japs' instructions; he was
' nocked unconscious; when he came to they
atu&kabame stmmmmmonmmg&ﬁban%my
beat bim again. He hed to be taken back to the camp and
he died two deys later, There was a lot of cholera there,
ﬁ?& had seven or eight deaths m cholera at this camp,
dicel supplies were zsretty POCTe :

: wmmmmm,mhxlaﬁmBawmrw%;

The Jjob was ;zz'mzi@a&,}.y completed at this stage and we
began to get food up by the railway, We used to carry Jap
stuff Lrmmockie and take some of 1t ourselves, For the
first six wecks we were there we had 55 desths out of 100
men. They died of éymmry, cholera and malnutrition,
remadinder of the men were in poor health; at the
ﬂnﬁahth@m aﬂxtﬂwﬁwmmgﬁiﬁg%awkw
a.nefm&hemgamsi&mm. ¥e got = falr go
there from the Jap medical sergeant - S.i' you had & high
temperature you went before the Dutch doctor sné later
before this Jap aargaant and if you m wally sick you

’ mﬁmgﬁa%ﬁeﬁzr

X
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Hext I went to Nomprdok camp and left there in May 1944. Conditions
there were not so bad. We worked on petrol dumps, making roads

from the Jungle to the dumps. Also digging graves at our own
cemetery. We bullt a2 new camp there. We erected our own huts.
There were only a few minor beatings at this camp. If any of

the Zorsan guards beat us there, and the Jap officer in charge
found cut, he would have the Koreans besten. Sick men there

vere not foreced te work. Therewss a lot of slckness, mestly
melnutritlion; butl some of us aetuslly picked up 2 bit there.
However, there were & lot of ulcers - many died from these.

i went back to Singapore for about four days and then was
transhipped on the Arsmis to Japan. The trip took 10 or 11 days.
There were about 1,100 on board, down in the hold; it was
unbearsbly hot and crowded. You could just lie down, very close
together. Focd was resonable. We got ricethree times = day, and
some stew. The latrines wercfight next to where we slept.
There was a fair smount ofm sickness from the heat; there was a
lot of malaria. One Dutehman died down the hold. You had to be
g:gtgz.ak %o g& up on deck. On the trin the men went down in

I reached Mojl, and then was taken to No. 17 Fukuoks camp in
Jdapan. I was there until August 1945. When we first went there

the food was quite good. But later it went down to nothing.

i worked in the Hitsul Coy's ccalmine, with the rest. We did

shlft work - we left camp at 4 a.m. and returned at 4 or 5 p.m.
Conditions in the mine itself were dangerocus. There were a lot of
falls. HNany were injured. 1 had had an injury down in the -
mine - my leg was hurt in a fall, and I still limp. The ankle
was Swisted and something inside the snkle burst. I was in
hosplital for six weeks. But people were sent out of hospital
before thy were better. I was sent out after 10 days and had %o
rebturn to W@I‘k’ PRTsherery-aitorwarcs— 2 Het Pe S0 i
Respitel—again: There was & lot of sickness at this camp; a lot of
malnutrition, dysentery, malaria; you had to continue working with
~very high tempeatures. There were a lot of bashings in the
~ mine Tor nothing at sll. We had a fereman on shift who used to
~ Bo along with a pleceof dynmmite cord and hit you scross the back
or with a pilece of thick wood - he Just loved doing it. If you
were knocked over you would be bashed completely. In the whole

camp there were about 108 deaths in the 14 monthe I was there;
when we finlshed there were 1,700 men at the camp. Medical supplies
elways were very light. We had no bandages. I had the same bandsge
on for over a week; 1t was covered with blood. The men were gettinmg
meggots on thelr wounds -~ there was no such thing as dressings.

We got a Red Cross varcel in the last New Year. Then we got three
or four other issues - about seven to a box. Previously they had
taken the meat and milk and other things out of boxes. At the end
of the war the health of the men was particularly poor - and fced
was terribly scerce. There would have been very few got out if we
had had $o undergo another winter under those conditions. I was
iC st 2 1b when I was capturd end at one stage was down to 100 1b.
1 was at this camp with Bunge had his legs amputated. Others were
Torced to kneel on bamboos and sticks out in the snow. Runge was
made an example in this kind of treatment. Some of the nicknsmes
of guarde in the mine were - The Pig; The Greyhound; The Nitoman;
the Sereamer; the Monkey; the Goat. &
I certify that the above evidence is correct.

Taken and sworn before me)
at Manila § October 1945 )

Commissicner

/68
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MUTA, Matsukichi (29The Sailorn)

 Photo - # 52 24WCS SCAP

This is the photograph marked man
referred to in the ahhexed affidavit
of HUGH WILKES.

SWORN the 30th day of October 1944
3

 Before me : m
4

- Commissioner in’th Supreme Court

of Western Australis for taking
Affidavits.
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-MUTA, Matsukichi {2 *The Sailorw)

Photo # 5280 2 AWCS scap

; This is.the photogréph marked "Bn

referred to in the ahnexed affidavit

 of HUGH WILKES.

SWORN the 30th day of October 1946

. Before me:

7

Commissioner ih thé Sﬁ%reme Court

- Of Western Australis for taking

Affidavits.
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. Photo # 51 2 AWCS  SCAP

This is the photograph marked mcw
referred to in the annexed affidavit

@ HUGz WILKES.
- SWORN_tife 30th day of October 1946

Beforé me:

' Commissioner in the Supreme Courit
of Western Australis for taking
; 4 : AffidaVitS °
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/  Photo # 51a 2 awes scap

This is the photograph markeq npn

referred to in the allnexed gffidavit
GH WILKES.
ORN

the 30th dey of October 1946
Befo Ine ¢ g “

L f‘“"“*
Commissioner in the Supreme Court

of Western Australis for taking
Affidavits.



On this twenty-fourth day of May, One thousand nine hundred
and forty-six, Leslie William Wilecox, of 151 Gueen Street,
Woolahra, in the State of New South Wales, Tram Conductor,
makes oath and says as follows:-

i As NX40688 Pte L.W. WILCOX I was taken PW at Singapore
Island on 15 Feb 42 and transferred to BLAKANG MATI at the end
of Apr 42, where I remained until the Japanese capitulation.

2 The Australian commender was Major OKEY. The Japanese :
commander was Col MIKI, described as follows: Age approximately
45 yrs; height approx. 5'3"; build thick sét. The Japanese

Cpl concerned in the drowning of Pte TOULMIN I had never seen
before, until I embarked on the barge. A description of him

is as follows: Age approx. 30 yrs; height about 5!'4"; puild
thick set. He had several gold-capped teeth in the top frent.

3. "The Hore from Johore" was the Japanese camp S/ Ma jor,
whose age was approx. 40 yrs; height 5!'6" approx.; thin build.
He had a broad face and prominent bullet head.

4. Capt ART (nicknsmed "BAT EARS") was commander of PsW.
His age was approx. 45 yrs; height about 5!'7%; medium build
but very broad across the shoulders, narrow at the hips and
thin in the legs. His nose was slightly hooked and very thin.
His eyes were almost black and very penetrating. His ears were
very long and pointed like the ears of a bat.

Bi. Lapt JOHC (Shuffle-Off) was in charge of the bomb crew.
A description of Joho is as follows: age approx. 30 yrs; height
about 5'3"; stocky build. When walking he dragged his feet a
little, walking with a shuffle.

6. Senior Pte SWATA (Jacky) was in charge of all PsW
handling bombs. A description of Swata is as follows: Age
approx. 35 yrs; height about 5'2"; slight build and his legs
were very thin and bowed.

7o On approximately 10 Mar 43 a party consising of myself,
and about fifty other Australians, were embarked on a barge to
unload oil drums at BULA BUKAM, about eight miles away. At Bula
Bukam in the course of unloading the barge I heard a clatter of
drums followed by a splash. Turning around I saw the Jap Cpl, «
standing on the drums, walk three or four yards towards the (wAskgo)
side of the ship and look over. I then walked over to the edge :
myself and saw Toulmin in the water supporting himself on a
floating oil drum. The current carried Toulmin around to the

aft end of the ship out of my view. The Jap Cpl stripped his
clothes off, jumped into the water and Pte HILL did likewise.

I then moved to the aft end of the ship and Toulmin had dis-

M t ;/) Tokie uf Well ico
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appeared. At that stage neither HILL nor the Jap had reached
Toulmin.

8 I was told by Ptes Hill and Wallsce that the "Jap Cpl
had pushed Toulmin overboard.

J e On return to Blakang Mati Major Okey held an inguiry
into Toulmin's disappearance. He submitted the evidence and
findings to Col. Miki.

10. Some days later "The Hore from Johore" and Capt Ari
ordered the men who had given evidence in the inquiry, excepting
myself, to be escorted to Jap HQ by I/Cpl SUKITCHI, a Jap guard.
I was taken to Jap HQ twenty minutes later under Sukitchi.

e On arrival at Jap HQ the five witnesses were lined up
outside. The Men were - Ptes SEARLE, DELANEY, WALLACE, HILL and
AYSCOUGH. Opposite them lined up were a number of Japanese.
They included, the Jap Cpl from the barge and SWATA. These

Japs were armed with sticks, sheathed swords and house-bricks.
Dach Jap took a turn at going along the line, calling each Aust.
to attention and attacking him with the weapon he had. I saw
both Swata and the barge Cpl take a turn at attacking the
Australians. This punishment I saw continue for half an hour.
Although later I was taken behind s building for questioning,

I knew that the punishment was continuing by the sounds coming
from the place where the Australians were standing. The Jap
Officers, ARI and JOHO and "The Hore from Johore®, were standing
by, supervising the punishment. T was told by the victims that
all three had personally taken part in the bashings.

12, In reply te questioning I stated to the Japs that T
had not seen the barge Cpl push Toulmin, because I had my back
turned at the time and that I did not know whether Toulmin had
been pushed or had fallen.

51 When I came out from behind the bullding Major Okey and
Capt TOPPER, 2 i/c Australian PsW, were talking to the Jap
Officers. The men were still standing in line and I saw that
they were bleeding, marked and bruised. I saw Delaney being
assisted back to his quarters. He appeared to have suffered
more injury than the others. I saw them receiving medical
treatment. Delaney was taken to the sick bay and remained there
for a couple of days. The others were ordered to go to work
the next day. :

14. Later T heard Delaney on several occasions Screaming in
his sleep. He became very depressed and about a week after the
beating, at three o'clock in the morning, he jumped from a balcony
thirty eight feet high. He died before reveille,

15, Bashings and cruel punishments suech as standing for long
periods holding weights and body pressing were daily occurrences.
Rations were at most times short. Medical supplies were at a1l

imes inadequate. Red Cross food supplies came in but were not
all issued. Parcels that were issued had deteriorated. When
capitulation was imminent the large stocks held were issued to
the PsW. (gl Miki was in charge of the camp for approximately
three years and Col YOSHIDA for the remainder of the time. There
'was 2 slight improvement in trestment of PsW when Yoshida took
over.

SWORY by the abovenamed deponent , )
Leslie William Wilcox, at Sydney ) i \ o .
this twenty-fourth day of Mey ,0ne )} &%}%ugu/ A, W alltack o
thousand nine hundred and forty- ) :
> )

six ZL‘;Z& i ;kﬁt3

A Justice of the Pesce.

BEFORE ME



The following is a certified true summary of a statement
received from VX 13553 Pte WIGHTWICK J.S. 2/7 aust Inf Bn :-

I managed to get outside the wire on one oecasion only

by going out through a gate which was left oren, although
guarded: it was necessary for me to wait until the guard had
gone to the other end of his beat and then slip through.
Arparently he either saw or heard me, for I hadn't left the
enverons of the camp being out spprox 15 minates before I
was picked up ané put back into the compound. As a result
of thie I 8id 2 days politarye. This would be at WMUNICH
apprrox Jul 42. :

I had plans macde for other escares but unfortunstely they
were foiled before they eventuated.




T et

On this first day of April, One thousand nine hundred and
forty-six, Robert Arthur Wickens , of 27 Cometrow St.,
Drummoyne, in the State of New South Wales, rubber technician,
maekes oath and says as follows:- :

i As NX57298 L/Sjt WICKENS R.A. of 2/19 Tnf Bn I was

-taken prisoner of war at Singapore on 15 Feb 42.

= - I was transferred to ITCHIOKA, Japan, on 6 Feb 44
for medical treatment. The Officer in charge at ITCHIOKA
was Surgeon Lt C.V. JACKSON RNVR (Hong Kong). He was later
succeeded by Major J.F. AKROYD, AAMC, who was taken POW at
RABAUL.

O The Japanese in charge at ITCHIOKA was S/Major OKANA .

He was assisted by CATO and NAKAYAMA, both Second Class Ptes

and KITEMURA and BANDO, who did not belong to the Jap regular
army but were returnéd soldiers carrying out garrison duties.
The description of these Japs is as follows:-

OKANA - height about 5', very rotund,
good teeth, clean shaven, very jovial,
aged about 35 yrs, did not wear glasses,
and could speak only a little English.
His home was in OSAKA.

CATO = height sbout 5!, medium build,
cross-eyed, was nicknamed "North and
South" because of this. His age was
about 30 yrs, did not wear glasses and
his home was in KYOTO.

NAKAYAMA - height about 5', small build,
prominent teeth, gold-filled, very short-
sighted and wore glasses. He had a cast
in one eye which was only noticeable when
he had his glasses off. His age was about
24 yrs and he lived in KYOTO.

KITEMURA - height about 5! 6", his left
leg had been badly wounded and as a result
he often wore a metal support and had s
definite limp. He did not wear glasses.
He had bad teeth with many fillings. His

- age was about 40 yrs, slim build, was very
shrewd and was a sadist. He lived in Osaka.

BANDG - height about 5', nuggety build, had

a pleasant face. He had a definite limp,
was quite intelligent and his home was in

Osaka . <
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4, - I was a patient at TFCHIOKA for about six weeks and
after recovering I was requested by Ma jor AKROYD to stop

and assist him in the Hospital. Patients in this hospital

were prisoners of war sent by the Japs when the Japs considered
they were going to die. Treatment given to the Prisoner of
war patients at the hospital by the aforementioned Japs was

bad inasmuch that they endeavoured to make conditions as
unbearable as they possibly could.

5. On 8 May 44 I experienced a severe bashing at the
hands of BANDO, CATO and NAKAYAMA. The incident arose through
BANDO stealing half of the hospital fish ration. The entire
ration weighed no more than ten pounds. The PW cooks accused
BANDO of the theft and after doing so were penalised by him
by being made stand to attention for about two hours. Ma jor
AKROYD reported the matter to OKANA who gave him no satisfaction.
CKANA want down to BANDO's office and was seen laughing and
Joking with BANDO., Approximately one hour later ORANA left
the camp. The climax occurred at 2000 hours when we were lined
up for roll-call. BANDO, CATO and HAKAYAMA came into the
hospital and after ordering the PsW to salute them commen@ed
to bash first of all Major AKROYD and the remainder of the

PW hospital staff in turn. The bashing was glven with belts,
slippers or bayonet scabbards. I was next to Ma jor AKROYD and
was the next to receive a bashing which lasted about a quarter
of a hour and which was given with the heel end of a slipper.
The bashing of the staff lasted about half an hour after which
BANDO, CATO and NAKAYAMA proceeded to the sick bays where the
sick and dying men were lying and proceeded to kick and il11-
treat them. When Ma jor AKROYD tried to intervene he was hit
several times and the Japs called out to him in Japanese which
I understood, "All men die, Okay." This phrase was repeated
right throughout the bashing of the sick men.

6.c ~ The three Japs finally came back to us and dismissed
the staff with the exception of Major AKROYD, myself and &
Dutech Lieut E.M. GONIE. They then bashed the three of us for
about half an hour with belts and kicked us on the shins with
thelr boobs.

7. Ma jor AKROYD contracted Pulmonary T.B. shortly after
this and I consider that owing to his weak condition due to
continued treatment such as experienced on this occasion was
the cause of him cohtracting T.B.

8. A number of the sick men kicked and ill-treated that
night subsequently died, their hastened death being definitely
due to the treatment they received that evening.

9. This hospital was originated in Oct 42 and was
disbanded in Jun 44. During this time there were 759 admissions
and of these over 250 died.

LG Other Australian PsW who witnessed this béshing are -
VX -- s> H.R. SHANNON of Albury, NSW, NX59496 R.M. DEAN,

and VX W.B. ASEWEIRTH of Emu Street, Maidstone, Victoria.

228 OKANWA , KIPEMURA, BANDO, CATO and NAKAYAMA are guiltcy
of systematically stealing stores such as PW rations ,medical
stores and any Red Cross stores that came into ITCHIOKA.

1.3 On many occasions I have seen all the sforementioned
Japs leaving the camp with stores they have stolen from us.
The most popular of our rations to be stolen were rice and oil.
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Any of the PW hospital staff who requested the Japs not to
take the stores finished up being punished in some manner.

13. There was never any sugar received by prisoners of
war at ITCHIOKA hospital and the only explanation of this is
that the aforementioned Japs stole it. Cough medicine,
Pertussin, which was received at the hospital was confisecated
by the Japs and used by them Lo sweeten their tea with when
they realised its sweetness.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent,)
Robert Arthur WICKENS, at Sydney,) =
this first day of April, One ) =
thousand nine hundred and forty- % //////ﬁ(/

six

A Justice of the Peace



COMMONWEALTHE OF AUSTRALIA

STATUTORY DECLARATION

(1) Here insert name, T
address, and (1)
occupation of
person meking the

WIANGIL/ WANEGATA of KALHEBU Village,
MAPRIX sub-district SEPIX DISTRTCT.

cdeclaration, L
sy do solemnly and sincerely
(2) Here insert matier declare
declered to. ' (2) Thot I have this day made a statement

There *the matter
is long it should
el set out in
nunbered pare-

in reference to the shooting 6f my husband by
Jaganese soldiers about bﬁu and a half years ago.

graphs.
(3) That the statement referred to gbove is attached to this
Declaration, marked ANNEXURE A and signed by me. :
. ‘ éQS%;ZXQN
(4) That the statement referred to herein is true £ ‘

And I wake this solemn declaration by virtue of
ths S%hetutory Declaraticns Act 1911 conscientiously
beliea;ng the statements contained therein ie be

© true 1n cvery particular.

1 : & ; Z M
(3) Signature of ) W€ % »>

person meking the v /

declaration. | ’7“”“%’€?-

' Declered at  MAPRIK  the THIRTEENTH

day o2 OCTUBER A highy beiome e,
(4) Signature of per- (a]) )

son before whon . /f/ ,%
the declaration e 5 ‘/{:/\w/‘““d/
- is made, : A.R. HAVILAND Jis Pe
(5) Here insert title i) » ,
of 'person before A Jguetice of the Peace for Papua-New Guinea.

whom the declara-
tion is made, '

NOT%:~ Any person who wilfully makes a false
sta tement in a Statutory Declaration is guilty
of .an indictable offence, and is lisble to

imy risonment with or without hard labour for
four years.
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IERRITORY OF PAPﬁA-NEﬁ GUIRNEA.

THIS IS THE ANMEXURE MARKER "A" MENTIONED BY ME Sub-district Office,

IN A STATUTORY DECLARATICN MADE THIS DAY. - MAPRIEK.
WIANGIL 13th October, 1948.

STATEMENT OF WIANGIL - WANEGATA of KALUBU village,
MAPRIK SUB-DISTRICT, SEPIK DISTRICT,

My name is WIANGIL. I am the widow of the late
KUMBAN who was killed by a Japanese soldier.

’ I remember the day about two and a half years ago
when the Luluai SAPAU and all the young men were sent for
by the Japanese scldiers and assenbled at KALUBU.

On that day I was sitting in my house at my garden.

My husband KUMBAN was sitting outside. I had been
wWith my husband. He had made fire with a stick, and I
then carried the fire inio the house. My husband

remained seated outside.
I then heard a weapon discharged followed by another.

I ran guickly to the back of my house and dashed through
the sago leaf wall, then away down the hill and escaped.,
On the way I found my child and another down at the creck
and I took them to safety in the bush.

As I ran away from the house I heard my husband crying
weakly: "Oh! I am sorry for my wife and my child." The
Japanese have shot me." » . i

Some months later I returned to my garden and outside the
house I found the remains of my husband KUKBAN. On one
8ide of the remains I found his net bag, and on the other
8ide his Lime Gourd. 1 identified these as his personal
Property. The Lime stick was a Cassowary bone.
KUMBAN had adorned the bone with red and white beads,
I have the gourd and the Cassowary bone in my house now.
It is our custom to keep s ome personal bossessions of our dead.

I did not see the shoting of ny husband or those who
shot him. Because of the two shots I thought there must
have been two Japanese soldiers.

WIAMGIL
HER

MARX

ébw(%czak?’u 44;;ﬂﬁj%¢szgzzégﬁgi;g?»{éfi‘&qﬂjﬁg/ a2ﬁ/%
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/‘ AFFIDAVIT

_ In the Supreme Court of Victoria.
. William- £8. ol —
Z Ex-VX41128, Pte George WHITT of No 5 MoLean Street, MARYBOROUGH

in the State of Vic-toria

make Oath and say as follows se-=

1. I was a serving member of the 2/3 M.G.Coy.,

Ze I was taken prisoner at JAVA on the 9 Mar 42,

Se In 1944 I was draf ted to HINTOKU in SIAM.

4o I know a Japanese Officer named Lieut.SHZUKI. He was in charge of the
Engineers in SHAM. He was a short thick man, about 5£% 2 ins, who
looked boyish and was kn wn by us as "THE BOY SKOHU". I did not see
SUZAKI himself ill treat any prisoners, but know that he gave all orders

5, for ill treatment and bashings of Australians.

G
Tia

8e

S worn at MARYBORQUGH in the State of Victoria the 30th day of APRIL

in the Year One Thousand Nine Fundred and Forty Six

Before me ; Q lé é 7 ég( =
SQ(C

4 Commissioner of the Supr ourt of Victoria for the taking of Affidavits

(Signature) SRR S 668850088000

BDate ceee e ‘5’0‘ ARr.'» 2% 2% 0 0.0 0




AFFIDAVIT
(4
“In the Supreme Court of Victoria

: William- ¢ 0. A .
I Ex-VX41128 Pte George WHIDTLEoof 5 McLean Street, MARYBOROUGH

in the State of Vietoria

make Oath and say as follows:=

1. I was a serving member of the 2/3 M.G.Coy.,
2e I was tsken prisoner at JAVA on the 9 Mar 42.

3. 1 was shipped to JAPAN by a frelght steamer, the name of
which I do not know. On arrivel in JAPAN in September 1944
I was sent to the OHAMA Coal mine.

4e I know a civilian KAKAWITCHI., He was a shift boss &n the nmine.
He had no prominent features, but was known to all of us as the
"BULL". He was 5ft 6ins in height, about 11 stone and was good
looking. ,

5 This man would allot prisoners of War tasks in the mine, which
it was impossible to complete in the time. As the work was not
completed, he would bash us with an iron hook.

A

I saw this man bash a Cpl JONES of a British Regiment on the
back of the head and shoulders with this iron hook inflicting
terrible head injuries upon this British N.C.0.

Ge

7. He was one of the few civilians at OHAMA, who bashed P.0.W.'s.
Be

Sworn at MARYBOROUGH In the State of Victoria the 30th day

of APRIL in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred ard

Forty Sixe

ey / ,;@ Mff
1S r .,«"L{u'

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Victoria for the

-

taking of Affidavitse
7.

(Signature)oé?fé?{;?%??;%f%gff%}\.{‘

Date .o..o'30.-591'9.455o.-.».;-.
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- AFFIDAVIT

“vIn the Suprom Court of Vie‘ber&a

-William= ¢ 8 24 .
I Ex-VX41128 Pte George/\WHI_ oof 5 McLean Street, MYBGRGBGH

in the Btate o_f Victoria

make Oath end say as f@llawa‘:;

1. I was a serving member of the 2/3 M.G.Coy.,
2, I was taken prisoner at JAVA on the 9 lMar 42,

3. I was shipped to JAPAN by a freight stsamer, the name of
which I do not know. On arrival in JAPAN in September 1944
I was sent to the OHAMA Coal mine.

40 I know a aivilian K&KAWITGHI. He was a shift bess &n the mine.
He had no prominent features, but was known to all of us as the
"RULLY, He was 5ft 6ins in height, about 11 stone and was geaél
looking.

‘5s  This men would allot prisoners of War tasks in the mine, which

it was impossible to complete in the time. As the work was not
completed, he would bash us with an iron hook.

6e 1 saw this men bash a Cpl JONES of a British Regiment on the
: back of the hesd and shoulders with this iron hook inflicting
terrible head injuries upon this British N.C.O0.

7, He was one of the few civilians at OHAMA, who bashed P.0.W.'s.

Be

Sworn at  MARYBOROUGH  In the State of Vietoria the 30th day
of APRIL in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Forty Sixe

Eefar@ He / _9 : /A !,/< é f .,

A Commissioner of the Supreme Court of Vietoria for the
taking of Affidevitse

»

RN e

Date sos v "5.0., 6& ap»r-'; -%ﬁw's ses s



“Australian Infantry Battalion.

I,Thomes Henry WHITEHOUSE now of 10 George Street, Kalgoorlie,

of no present occupation, formerly WX14338 Private WHITEHOUSE; J.E
of 2/32 Australian Infantry Battalion being duly sworn make oath
and say as follows :~-

3. - I was captured on 31 October 1942 at E1l Alemein and
taken to Italy, where, at the date of the Italian eapitulation
I was a member of a Prisoner of War working camp at Vereccelli
Worth Italy. There were about 50 other Australian and New
Zealand troops there.

2 - When we heard of the capitulation we broke away from
our camp, the guards not actively preventing us, and took to

- the hills on 9 September 1943. I remained in and around that
neighbourhood only until about 24 December 1943 when I was re-
captured near Biella.

3. My companion for .a while was another WA soldier known

to me as "Mickey Miller" whom I believe to have been WEK11952 Pte
Harry Herbert Miller of 2/28 Australian Infantry Battalion, but
he parted company from me and was, I understand, killed about

a week later by Italian Royalists. That was before my recapture.

4., While at liberty I d4id no work but moved from viliage to
village aiming to get to the Swiss Border. I was frequently
given food by friendly Italians, but I know none of their names
and can give no particulars of any one of them which would help
to identify him.

5e - On about 12 or 15 occasions I wrote out and gave to
such helpers a note stating in effect that the bearer had
helped me. I would sign these notes but did not put my
number on or the name of the helper.,

6. For about the last 10 days before my recapture I
used to sleep at night in a shed in the hills, While there
an English Sgt and an English private used to sleep in the
same shed, I am unable to give their names or deseriptions
or any regimental particulars.

7o We were recaptured together in the early morning
when azbout 30-40 German soldiers drove up in military trucks
and surrounded us.

8. I was then taken to Mantua and interrogated., I had
previously lost my paybook. I gave my Army No, and name

but was not questioned about my recent experiences., I was
then sent to Stalag 7A and from there to Offlag 7B and from
there to a working camp in Munich where I was working around
the town in company with about 20 other English, Australian
and New Zealand prisoners.

9 = I escaped from there in about Juné 1944,
10, I had previously got to know some people named, I think,
Ammori who lived near the Scharrbrau in the south centre of the

town, The father was a Japanese, the son of a glass manufact-
urer in Munich, and aged about 45, The mother was a German who



had, I think, lived in England and spoke English fluently,
The daughter was aged about 20 and she and the father both
spoke English fairly well. I do not know the Christian
names of any of them. T used to go to their house nearly
every day to hear the BBC news and I began saving up food
and leaving it at their house with a view to my esecape. They
knew my nuiber and name.

il. I was working near their house when I escaped., I
Just walked away from the working party which was guarded by
one armed guard and went straight to their house. I obtained
a civilian shirt from them and already had a pair of blue
overalls which I had bought. They bought me a railwyay ticket
to Garmisch. I took my food and went by train to Sarmisch
where I slept that nignt. The next day I bought a Bicket to
Insbruck with money I had saved by selling items from my

Red Cross parcels, I was about 4 days in Insbruck where I
got more food together from French eivilian workers whose
names are unknown to me and whom I cannot identify.

12. I then commenced walking to Italy via the Bremner
Pass but was recaptured just on the German side of thé

Pass by the Gestapo., I was taken to Insbruck and thence to
Landeck for interrogation. They questioned me pretty closely
there regarding help which I had obtained whilst at liberty
and I was locked up 4 or 5 days. I was then sent to Stalag
18C and was sentenced to 8 days in the eells for the escape.

13 I was then sent to a working party near Stalag 182
in the country where we were working on the eleetrie grid

system, There were English, Australian, South African and
New Zealand Prisoners there. We used to be taken to work

daily by train. There would be an armed guard on each end
of each corridor coach which was crowded, , :

14, About 25 Ngv 44 I escaped from there when the train
stopped at a junetion which I believe was called Mittenbock -
a junction between Insbruck and Salzburg connectng with
Munich and Italy, When the rest of the prisoners got out of
the train on to the platform, I slipped out on the other side
mbgGZk into another train in the station which was going to
Insbruck, , :

- 15 I stayed in that train for about 20 miles and got
off at a small station where I slept overnight. The next day
I bought a ticket and travelled to another junetion about 30
miles from Insbruck. I changed trains there and bought another
ticket to a place about 2 way between there and Munich, At
this place I stayed about a week. :

164 I was assisted there by French civilian workers whose
names are unknown to me and whom I cannot deseribe so as to
identify them, To these workers who helped me I gave about

3 certificates similar to those I had given to the friendl
Italians, They provided me with food and money. .

: o From there I went by train to Munich where I fayed
about 2% weeks. During this time I saw the Ammori's frequent-
ly and heard the BBC news and obtained food. As my clothing
was by then very dirty and old, I got it washed and obtained
some new clothing at the Prisoners working camp by slipping
into the eamp with one truck load of returhing prisoners and



slipping out with another truck load leaving the eamp.

18, I then took a train to Ingolstadt having obtained
ziothing and food from the British prisoners in the work-
g Callip. :

i9. After about 3 days in Ingolstadt I was recaptured
whilst boarding a train for Eisstach. This would be

early in January 1945, I had been living there in the
Barracks with Italian volunteer workers and I think they
gave me away to the Gestapo who arrested me., I am unable
to desceribe any of these Italians sufficiently to identify
them, but I think I would know their faces if I saw them.

20, I was then taken to HMunich for interrogation and
then sent to Stalag 7A where I was put on bread and water
for 21 days and then kept in close confinement until the
European War ended in May. There were some 2 or 3 hundred
Russians, French and Greeks there and we were locked in a
shed and allewed out only for about 2 hours each morning
and afterncon, A few Englishmen were there for only about
5 days at a time each during my period of confinement.
The conditions there were very dirty and there was a lot
of sickness, particularly amongst the Russians - largely
I think owing to weakness. There was no physical 111
treatment and I helped out the shortage of food by
receiving Red Cross pareels from time to time.

SWORN at PERTH in the State ) / * -
%Wtem Australia this ) 457(4/ ol C Mo s

day of) pve.. lo, 1945 )

— / ¢ J\ U
[ )
Before me: %&f} HL/\vZ

ﬂ/o w/oléao
A6 Weploe

AnF |

IVW'A_
/



[TER of wx14338 Private
S: H WHITEHOUSE, of 2/32 .
Australian Infantry Battlaion.

&FWIDAVIT of
Thomas.. v WH

Legal Branch,

HQ Wostern Command,
Barracks,
cis St.,
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File N-Oo--j-o.-neo’}qono

Dl GOMEnG N aoesnesiss

ByBX70768 L/Cpl VEITEHORN W.Me  2/3 Mg Bn ATF.
L North Street Henley Beach. Sout f\“"*rﬂj_in

Date and Placas: Feb ~ Aug 43  HINIO0K Thailand

Particulars ¢ (1) One man from my own wnit was so severdly beaten up thet he
diad on the follo day, most of the Jap Enginges in the camp
toole parbxin this his mon was one omongst about 8,
the Japs ftook their ating ”i““bb men with Pists, sticks,
bamboos > boote, or ony old thing they couid lay theix hands olne

(2) Hord working conditions on railiway, ]uvu hours usuaily 9 2.m.
—~ 8 polls: apHIOXae, very bad housing - tents which leoked very badly
when raining olso 20-25 men m:owdea into one tent copable of
holding about 12 men. The biggest percentage of men were be
footed, and were forced to go to work even when their feet
were in boad condition with smell Ul"'*r:, sc:c;o’tic- Sores, or foot
rots Medical suprlies werc practico ril, ground charcoal
being used quite a lot for d,ysczﬂtcr\' mu diorrohosa and hot woter
about mc onily reldef Por fropiecol uileers, :

Responsibla: Jap Enginecrs: L
: , Sgt "MOLLY "
g’c Yrommo*
Set 'BILL THE BASTARDY
Sgt "CROW!
1.,/Cpl KURCKT

Witnesses (o) Majc I.} R 2/3 MG Dne
: Lt. Col DUNLU’ . : 5

ginal wilch 15 in wy custodye

5
oy
=
0]
?i;
r‘\

Cerftified true copy of
Singepors 15 August 1946
"f' m/x 7

9&79‘ (lg Voo u‘onnie /r a-—D-Cs\
1 Aust Wor Crimes Sccti .u.Am
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e william.uaynard WHITEHORNf, of 4 North Street, HENLEY BEACH,

1ﬁq%he State of SOUTH AUSTRALIA, salesman, MAKE OATH AND SAY A4S

FOLLOWS:

= I was formerly SX7078 cCpl. William Maynard WBITEHORN’ of

2/3 Aust, Machine Gun Battalion (AIF) 8th Division. o

Ls
24 I was taeken Prisoner of War in JAVA on the day of
MARCH, 1942, and was released on the 29th day of AUGUST, 1945.

3. I went to SIAM in Janusry of 1943 in company with.ébout 400
other members of the 2/3 Aust. MG Bn. to a Prisoner of War camp
called HINTOCK, and remained there until the month of July, 1943.

b Whilst‘at the said Prisoner of War camp Hintock, I was en-
gaged with the greater majority of the Prisoners of War in building
the Siam Railway track. e

S The captured personnel in the said Pw campgwere diVidéd into
working parties of about 30 or 40 men for the purpose of building
the sald railway track.

6. I knew the deceased, HALLAM. I do not know his Christian name
or his initials or Regimental Number, but we used to call him "Mick."™
He was a Sergeant in the 2/3 MG Bn in C Company, and enlisted in
TASMANIA. He was of a rather slight build, about 5ft 10ins in
height, and approximately 27 years of age. . I do not know whether .
he was married or single, nor do I know where his next-of-kin reside.
Hallem was not. in the same working party as myself.

7. Within the perimeter of the Hintock Prisoner of War Camp the
Japanese had a camp wherein were camped between 30 and 40 Japanese
Army engineers. This camp was about 100 yards away from the com-
pound in which we were confined. The Japanese Engineers were under

‘the command of Lieutenant HEROTO. Lieutens#nt Heroto was fairly

young, not more than 26 or 27 years of age, fairly dark, and of ex-
ceptionally good build, about 5ft. 7ins. in height, clean shaven,
good teeth, and spoke a limited amount of English. He did not wear
glasses. I do not think he had any nickname, :

‘8. Every night when the PsW returned to the compound from work,

there was & roll call parade. On this particular night, after the
check parade, the whole of the members of Hallam's gang were paraded
in the Jepanese camp where there was a big fire burning. When they
arrived &t the Japanese camp, four of the PsW, including Hallam, were
stood aside, then about 20 Japanese started beating them. The time

wes about 2000 hours (1800 hours Tokyo time), and it was just getting

dark, but we could see what was going on. The four PsW were struck
by the Jepanese with fists, bamboos, clogs {wooden shoes) and, if
during the beating, they fell down, they were kicked. One Japanese
would go up and strike one of the four PsW, and when he finished he
would be followed by snother Japanese, and so on. When any of the
four PsW fell to the ground, they either got up themselves, or, > % 4
they could not do this, they were assisted to their feet by the Jap-
enese, and beaten again, At the end of the beating, Hallam snd
another PW could not get up, and they were taken to Hospital. Hal-
lam died next day, and the other PW was in Hospital for about a week
until he recovered and returned to our compound. ° The other two
PsW who were beaten returned to the compound the same night. One of
these two latter PsW was nemed MOATE. He did not go to Hospital. I
think he was a West Apustralian. He was not & member of the 2/3 MG
- TN He returned to the compound the same night. I do not know
the names of the remaining two PsW who were beaten with Hallam and
Moate. The Hospital to which Halleam and the other PW were taken was
in our compound. They were attended by two Australian doetors,
Colonel DUNLOP and Major CORBETT.
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9. I did not see Lieutenant Heroto at the scene of the beating.
Although sbout 20 Japanese took part in the beating I could not
swear £o the identity of amy particular individual Japanese., I
have not been told by anybody that Heroto was present at the beat-

ing, nor have I been told that he was not present. 1 have not

been told by anyone of the identity of any particular Jaspenese who
took part in the besting. The beating went on for about an hour.
Heroto was officer in charge of the Japanese Engineers and would go
from place to place supervising the work. i

10. Hallsm st the time was & very sick men, snd suffered badly from
diarrhoea. : : L

SWORN AT A
this %K day sf%' 1946
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On this tenth day of April, One thousand nine hundred and
forty-six, Roy Hamilton Whitecross, of 10 Borrodale Roead,
Kingsford, in the State of New South Wales, clerk, mekes oath
and says as follows:-

As NX68418 Pte R.H. WHITECROSS of HQ 8 Div, I was taken
prisoner of war on 15 Feb 42 at Singapore. As one of a party of
800 Australian Prisoners of War under command of Lt-Col ANDERSON,
VC, I was transferred from TAVOY Aerodrome Camp in Lower Burma
to 18 Kilo Camp on approxi tely 12 Oct 42. Our MO at this camp
was Capt R. RICHARDS of 2/:2 Fd Regt.

2. Camp Comdt of 18 Kilo Camp at that time was a Jap Cpl
named TANAKA. There are no outstanding physical characteristics
that I can give to assist in identifying Tanaka but he was a Jap
of short stature and his age would be approximately 30 yrs.

Se Tanaka had as one of his guards in this camp a Korean
whom we nicknamed "Dillinger." I do not know his correct name
but he was given this nickname after the murder of Sjt O'DONNELL

of 2/15 Fd Regt. "Dillinger" was a Korean of short, slight stature

with a thin face. His stature was very short for a Korean.

4. The incldent of Sgt O'DONNELL'S death took place during
Dec 42. I did not witness the murder of Sgt O'DONNELL but

from information given to me by members of O'Donnell's section who
saw him last and other prisoners of war who saw O'DONNELL'S body
when 1t was brought back to Camp, the following took place.

6. Sgt O'DONNELL'S section was working on the railway line
about 800 yds from the camp. The Korean guard "Dillinger" was seen
by members of O'Donnell's section to call O0'Donnell and tell him
to briag his spade and go with him into the Jungle. No notice was
taken of this incident by O'Donnell's section as it was thought
that 0'Donnell had been detailed by "Dillinger" to another job.

6. O'DONNELL was taken by "Dillinger" at about midday and wher
the section moved back to camp at approximately 1530 hrs 0'DONNELL
had not returned. On returning to camp a check roll-call was made
by the Japs and after roll-call one man was found to be missing.
The Korean guards instituted a search party and it was not until
approximately 2300 hrs that night that they returned to camp with
O'Donnell's body. He had been shot with a riTle and had four
bullets in his body, two in the face and two in the chest. He

had been facing the rifle when shot. I understand that after
O'Donnell's body was brought back to camp "Dillinger" admitted v
shooting him stated that 0'Donnell had attempted to escape.

It was not until after O'Donnell's section discovered that he

had been murdered that they remembered hearing shots fired shortly

A A 4 ke
4 »lf'wk 3



after "Dillinger™ had taken O'DONNELL away from the section.

- _Lt-Col ANDERSON with Cpl TANAKA and "Dillinger" took
O'DONNELL's body into THANBAZAYAT, Immediately after his body
was brought back te camp., ;

8. Lt-Col ANDERSON made a statement to Col NAGATOMO,
commander of No. 3 Branch THAT War Prisoner's (Office to the
effect that "Dillinger" had murdered 8Jjt O'DONNELL. When
"Pillinger® put forward to Col Nagatomo that his defence was that
he had shot O'Donnell whilst attempting to escape, Col Nagatomo
quashed Lt-Col Anderson's statement. XNo further investigations
were carried out and as far as the Japs were concerned the
inecident was closed.

SWORN by the abovenamed deponent , )

Roy Hahilton Whitecross, at Sydmey) /// / é -
this tenth day of April, One ) < /6/ ,

thousand nine hundred and forty-
Bix »

Fina” Wit Wit
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I, Francis Simon WHITE of 37 Richard Street, EAST COBURG in

Aot

the State of Victoria make oath and says-

l. Prior to dischargel was VX56698 L/Cpl F.S. WHITE of 2/2
Pioneer Bn and was taken prisoner of War in JAVA in March 1942,

2o In SOEKE BOEMA Camp JAVA two Dutch Prisoners of War were
executed by the Japanese for breaking camp, as told to me by
Sgt T.M. CROFT of 2/2 Pioneer Bn, who was ordered to go and
watch the execution. He said one was bayoneted and one was
beheaded but I do not remember any other details.

3¢ I left on a ship from SINGAPORE to JAPAN on 2nd July 1944,
The conditions on this ship wepe appalling, There was scarcely
room to lie dowm and the food weag very bsad,

Lo For refusing to give some of our rations to the Korean guards
a number of Australian Officers were severely beaten by Korean
guards whose names I now forget.

5¢ The Officers beaten were Capt. NEWTON of 2/19 Bn, Lt RUTHs
ERFORD of 2/10 Fd Regt and Lt SANDERSON of 2/19 Bn.,

6e I was in YAMANE Cemp JAPAN from 8ept. 4L till about June 45,
The Japanese Commandant was Capt MURIKAMI. He was very severe
and allowed the guards to beat the prisoners constantly.

7. Prior to Christmas day 194l Red Cross parcels came to the
camp and were looted by the Japanese guards. I did not see MURIKAMI

with any of the contents of the parcels but he should have known what

was being done.

8. The camp Sgt at YAMANE Camp was TANAMOTO, He was a very brutal
Japanese and beat the Prisoners severely on many occasions.

9. Just before Christmas day 194k a Sgt from 2/20 Bn was. made
to stand in the guardhouse for several days and nights while it
Was snowing without clothes or rations. He died sbout a week
later, Capt MURIKAMI ordered this to be done,

10. Just about Christmas day 194). a Warrant Officer named
YAMAMOTO on the Staff of YAMANE Camp ordered Dvr METZ of 2/3 NT
Coy and Pte E. RICHARDS of 2/2 Pioneer Bn to stand in the guard
house without clothes or rations for three days, They were
beaten at freguent intervals.

11. Pte RICHARDS by the time we were released had not fully re-
covered from this treatment. Hisg miénd seemed to have been affected.

Sworn at Melbourne in the State of
Vietoria Waf of MAY 1946 %
Before me s ) o 1N ) : :

/ p 4 ¥y
i R & V&
[ Adels

§ ¢

A Commissioner in the Supreme Court of Victoria for taking Affidavits



AUSTRALIAN WAR CRIMES

BOARD OF INQUIRY

EDWARD RCWDEN WHITE, sworn and examined:

I am VX38992 Colonel Edward Rowden White,
CeCe 10 A,G.H, I arrived in Malaya on 18 February
1941,

BY MR CUPPAIDGE: Can you tell the Commission of
any atrocities or war crimes which occurred ptior to
the capitulation?-- No.

What happened after the surrender?e- ¥e were left
quietly at our latest hospital eéde site - Cathay Flats -
from 15 February 1942 until 23 February, when we were
transported by our own transport out to Changi P.C,.W,
Camp, During that time we were not molested or worried
in any way by the Japanese. The Selerang area was
our partieular portion of the camp - about 12 to 14 miles
out of Singapore.

While there did you learn of any atrocities or war
crimes? -- Not firet hend, W heard of the Alexander
Hospital at Singapore being overerun By the Japanese
and that there had been a lot of killing, but that was
information gained second hand, During the fighting
they respected our Red Cross.

Did you hear anything about the nurses at Sumatra?--
Yes, It was in June or July 1942 that Air Commodore
Modin and Group Capt Rice, now deceased, came over from
Palembang, Sumatra, and brought us the news of the
atrocities committed on the Australian nurses, He
brought to our Australian division and te me personally
a list of the nurses who were shot, those who were
drowned and those who were interned.

You left Changi?-- Yes. On 16 August 1942
the senior British and Australian officers were taken out
and put on board a ship for sea transport to Formosa.
We were with a certain number of other ranks, Four hundred
of us were crowded into & very small ship's hold, The
measurements were about 60 feet by 40 feet., It was a very
poor type of Japanese transport, This space was divided
into two sections. When you descended the little wooden
stairway you had to crawl into your questers, either above
or below. I happened to have the part above and that wm s
right under the iron deck. In the tropices it besame
intensely hot and uncomfortable. We were only allowed
up into the air for one hour in four. The food was
Just fair rice and a 1little vegetable soup, with fish
occasionally added to that. The sanitation was terrible.

s10tad nrowe bns n13;

e L a7 ahs ents were very elementary . It was a wooden
% soashivs sdi 1o '3%:%0’@\&11‘& on the deck by the side of the ship

» e BE gha e veryER t6' %0 into a sort of open trough
10 9381 selt ni :hwwe&%cm\ over,

That was flushed out once or

RS dotoUio wikwies dbwe [tire oside of the ship. There were no washing

i br
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at all, We had to depend on a 1ittle salt
of the hose, when they were washing

lebody raised a little canvas bucket,

‘88‘: d e

W olai vaiupal

*le E.R. White



P L o

:benimexe bus arows .ugg HETWOR *dﬂAﬂ_ﬁ

" (831dW mebwofl brswbd lemofoD SEESEXV ule I
Yisuade” 8I mo syalell ol bevivws I L H.D.A 0L 0.0
_ A ; i€l

Yo molaalamod edd [fed woy med :IDATATIUD AN YS
o3 20idqg berivsoo doldw eemlvo <Tew %o gslilooais yas
- S, .cl_ ~etnoldsliudlqes eodd

$1el eoxow o -«=Tusbperiva erd T6dls bemequsd JadW
= 83sl¥ yadied - edle ebide [stlqeod Psedsl <wo Fe yldelup
exew sw medw  yisurde™ &R [idaw S3EL yisvide™ 2L mov?
«W.0.9 Ignadd o3 Juo Irocensad awo wo yd bsdrogenstd
belrrow w0 muleuraon oTew ew .-zag;rm. %M «qusd
 Bew 8018 3jnstelef odT .essasqgsl edi yd ysw yms al
eelim &I of SI Fvods - queo od? %o oo tdvoq z :

esw J8dd dud galllld Yo dol s meed bad evedd Fand boe
3nlddgll edd salvud .bmed bnooes bemlsy moldsemyolmt
«288010 befi awo bedosgeeu yedd

-~¥e1demu® 32 sezuun ofd Iveds 3 Yas. ased woy bIG
erobommod 114 dadd SMEL ylul w0 oavl al esw 31 .ae¥
meTl. Teve emso  beaseoeb won eolf 3qad quowd bas miboM
odd o swen edd av Idgvoad bas 87dan «amedme [s9
off . eosuwnm mellexrdeud odd mo bedilmmos seldlooiis
Yilenceteq om o3 bue molelvib msllstdemd wwo of ddgwoad
e1ow odw esodd  Jode evew odw meszuum edf Yo Fell s
.bonteinl evew odw ezods bas bemweub

S8eL dasmuh 8L n0 .ee¥ --Flamad® 3%l we¥
duo peisd eTew eve0l1Y0 msllsidewA bas finidlad wolnes edd
+8s0m10% 03 Fvogenstd ses <10 qlde = bised mo Pwg bas

- boxbaud %woW .edast vedic Y0 wodmun nlsdves & o tw eTew oW

ﬁ\mmu on stew evodl ,qlide edd lo ebdlc

odl .blod s'qlde [[sme ywev 8 oda! bebwoto eusw zu 10

: (TeV 8 saw 31 ,Jeel O yd deel 00 Juode evow simemetussem

beblvib sew eosqa sldl .Ivogemesd esensqel Yo eqyd ooq
neboow ol331il erdt bebmeocesshb woy medW .,amolisee owd ofal
oveds todile svedsesp <tucy odal [wsyo of bad woy yswilsia
e & Iadd bas evods Ireq edt ovsd oF bemeqged I .woled wo
emased 3! solgexd edd al .idoeb moxl eds xebaw Fdglx
bewolls vyino oxew o ,eldsdrolmoony bas jod ylesmednl
gew DbooY odl ,1wol al wwod emo w0 wis edd odat qu
del? dilw .quos eldsiegev elidlf s bme oolt 1lst Fawi
«oldlvyed eew molistlnmer edT ,dadt of bebbas vl lsnolssosc
aeboow & esw 31 . yiedmemel s yiev o3 | 19 PR 18T

qlde edd Yo ebls end Yo tmém‘la gl B

peet of the evidence of

davoad meqgo Yo Ivos 8 of : aken and sworn before
70 oom0 Jwo bedeull ssw FadT ,qevo BB in the State of

oyl anthis 33nidyday 0f0gtobendds,
36 pylillilos?
YA oL edaw
SEBONENT, "'Eﬁwirm,anf 5

Austrafian Board of
Inquiry into War Crimes

otlaW 5.4 L= U

.

3iss ol331l & no bmegeb o3 bad off
3aldasw exow yedd nedw escil edt fu,
Jolowd savass el331f 8 beslet ik

RS o R

1

s



|
I

|

and we used that to get water over the side of the ship.
We were on board ship 14 days and then arrivedat Taichow.
We got there on 30 August. We were landed there snd

had to wait on the dock for s me hours and then had

to march through the city for 2 miles to the railway
station, which was really only 360 or 400 yards away.

Haito BY HIS HONOUR: What was the purpose of that long

e e march?-- The purpose was to show us to the inhabitants,
The streets were crowded. The people were well behaved,
We suffered no humiligtion or personal affvont on that
Journey, but it was & tax on our strength after our

- period on the ship end we were laden with all our effects.

We entrained for Haito, 3C miles distant. Ther: we
were put in a big city square, which was crowded with
thousands to spectators who were awalting our arrival,
We were only marched through thst square or around it
to a neighbouring reilway station. That was a
sugar company line and was really a narrow gauge
tramway, We went a further 10 miles to Haito camp.
There we were officially welcomed by the Japanese
and ordered to sign a declatation that we would not

, make an attempt to e scape., It was pointed out to them

A | that that was not in accordance with our military rules

i, and regulations, but they became very menacing. The
guard was turned out with fixed £ bayonets, All walking
sticks and canes were taken from us snd we were ordered to
stand to attention. It was very exhausting, because we
had been hours on the journey and had had neo food.
Eventually we signed after a good deal of argument,
agreeing among ourselves xmd that as we were signing
under compulsion it was not binding on us. e signed
it and we were then admitted to the camp.

Accommodation What was the accommodation there?-- The accommodation
was very poor wooden or bamboo -barrack buildings. They
were very crowded as regards space., It was a very bad
site.- It was really a hugh washaway from the
neighbouring mountain. It was all stones and pebbles
and had been raised a little and then drained. The
barracks had earth floors. :

Climate What was the climate 1ike?-- Tropical andv ery hot.
: It was the most southern part of Formosa. :

Did you have many sick?-- We were only there a week,
There were some Americans there and 5¢C per cent of them
were already down with malaria. It was a bad malarial
spot. We were fairly well fed, but the sccommodation
was very rough., We only had & week of it and we were
then moved to the north-eastern part of the island. We
had an all day journed crowded in the train sitting up.

Incidentally, in coming from the camp to the main line
~we were drenched to the skin by a tropical thunder
storm, We got off the sugar trd4in and went straight
on to the other train to do this all night journed of
250 miles and we were absolutely soaked to the skin.

Karenko The name wx of the next camp was Karenko, |
%0 aomsbive adi te isade  baS o 2i eidT A
s . Commandant there?-- Capt Imamura
| sr0tsd mrowe bos nsAs o3 1 ﬁe%ﬁ%m P -

|/ 053812 od ni oo iRt B the climate 1ike?-- The climate was still

Gifredodo0lo vsb brpgPisals’ but more temperate. It was a beautiful & rea.
" The su ling mpuntains and the sea nearby were
) Ay WEn was vile", Accommodation was in
‘racks. They were crowded, of course.
section comprised all senior officers - major generals, -

.........
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lieutenant generals, brigadiers, and there would

be 3C or 34 of us in a barrack room. However, it

was the cleanest and the best we struck. The sanitary
arrangements of the camp and the hygiene were quite
good, i

Food What have you to say about food?-- During the
whole of our time at Karenko we were very grossly under-
fed. Our ration comprised 73 ounces of rice per man
per day and very thin soup three times a day. The
7% ounces was the daily ration and it was divided into
-three meals, The soup consisted of boiling water with
some greens thrown into it for about 1¢ minutes, ¥e
were hungry there. Practically every man lost weight,
My normal weight 1s 10 stone 7 lbs. T went down to
.7 stone 3 1lbs., I remained at that for several months
at Karenko. The food was bad, There was no need far
it as Formosa is a land of plenty, with its two erops
& year or rice and its plentiful supply of other
vegetables., : :

Medical '

Supplies Were medical supplies issued?-- They were much x
below our requirements and that weas our general exper -
lence. What we obtained was mainly from our own Red
Cross and the Japanese took charge of those and dealt
‘those out very parsimoniously. We got very few
Japanese drugs and dressings at any time. We were
always short and always asking for them. The hospitl
arrangements were very primitive, Our own doctors
did all the medical work, but they were always under
the control of a Japsnese medical corporal, He would
be laying down the law to the Chief consulting physician
of Malaya or one of our highly skilled and highly
placed Australians, and he did not always accept the
very tactful advice that was ziven to him.

Work Did you do any work in that camp?-- Yes. As
~ PCW's we were told te volunteer for farm work, it
> being pointed out to us that everybody in Nippon had
: to work and particularly to increase the food supply.
¥We were told we would better ourselves by doing farm
work, After discussion we agreed to this. This was
our first experience of the Japanese, Ve bought farm
materials for building plg pens and rabbit pens and
other farm houses and buildings and tools, all of
which we paid for, We started inside the walls
and then we got ocutside the walls and started digging
up and clearing the country. We worked very hard and
- d1d quite a considerable amount. Cur immediateixy
reward for that was to receive work rice. That was
& very important inducement. We were very hungry
and very weak., That was the primary inducement
and the secondary one was that the farm produce and
food - animal and vegetable « when it was ready.
Yhen that occurred, we practically got nothing. The
Japanese commandeered the lot. As an example,
after a great deal of persuasion they would allow us

_af
30 80115bivs offt 1o jeore D§s _5&1@ o r pigs. We were lucky if we got
' 8616 76 108 BFoLeE '

| s10%5d (rowe bas asdst r 76 k out of that. The Japanese took
| o 93832 oel hi o01Ucdépl $e8Y. In a camp of 400 or 500 that went mowhere,
| CiEsdodonio vsb HaSCRENmERRimEXiwxkRE
stelve any pay for that work?-- No. The

- Sa N\ Xhy
' “pay R P REE ok v
: St mewe e e d that we grew and the work rice.
oeisdd Y R%Hko during the whole time we were working we

1o bisol nsifsrizud
esnil 1e W olai vaiupal got neither,

\

Recreation Were any facilities provided for recreation?--

v -3 _ E.R. White
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No, the only recreation was reading, writing and
wai walking. ;

Canteens Were canteens provided?-- Not until we had been
: in camp for 6 months. It was a very poor type of
canteen. The goods sold consisted mainly of sauces,
like tomato sauce, salt, syrups, etec. We even /
had to buy our salt, We longed for sugar and we
were right in the rich cane growing district.
We got very little sugar. We were willing to buy
it. The syrups we found to be useful in pouring
on our rice to get a little flavour, We would also
put some in our tea to get a sweet flavour.

Correspondence Were you permitted to write letters?-- Not until
- we had been RNXXE P(W's for a year, During all our

time as prisoners we were only permitted to write a
dozen or 15 letters. I received altogether about
24 letters in that time from either my wife or my
brother or friends, I know that there were hundreds
and hundreds of letters sent to me during that time.
We have direct evidence from other ranks who used
to get in touch with the Japanese office staff by
assisting there and clerking that there were thousands
of letters there waiting to be deliveredto us.
They were distributed only occasionally, and they would
be lost or destroyed, The same thing would happen to
the few letters tha&t we were allowed to write.

ou

Saluting : What havq/gc say sbout saluting?-- Saluting was

a constant source of irritation to us., According

to the camp rules and regulations in every camp

we came to we were made to salute every Japanese

in uniform, irrespective of his rank. He could be

& first, second or thi#rd class priszim private, but

he would have to be saluted. The rule with respect

to the camp commandant comprised this: we had to half,

stand to attention and catch his eye. He would -

deliberately loock away from us. We would have to watt

until he was looking and then give the requisite salute,

which consisted of bowing, if you were without a hat,

and the ordinary salute, if you were wearing a hat or

a cap. We were always very careful teo observe all :

their rules and regulations to avold Xkm irritating

the Japanese. That generally resulted in some form

of punishment. The immediately punishment was

striking, hitting or kicking of the offender.

Did you ever receive such punishment?-- Yes. In
the very early days at Karenko I received an awful kick
on the shins from & Japanese, He was not in full
uniform and was just walking from one area to the mtm
other. He was about 3C or 4C yards awzy snd facing ;
away from me. I carefully watched him, ready to give
a salute if he happened to look and I then passed
on. He suddenly turned round and came down and gave me
a2 most terrible kick on the shin, I managed to
dodge a good g;al of it. Their worst efforts in the

., way of. ulting wxx were performed st night,
9 orl} 1o Jsonie 53¥§E§¥§§ ce _d e%w§§7b°§7 of any age and even the
. syoled rriowe bas asdsl | g sﬁ: : 675 had to get up frequently to urinsate,
| losisi2s  SOE v é‘a.g:ys a Japanese sentry near the latrine.
| aemsdodoliovsh buSEeWowkdCOBe In the shadow and, 'as you came along, you
i woald ttﬁ;rmigﬁﬁa bright light. You would be half

< g
16 3305DIV

asYesp iand 't wak very easy to overlook that sentry.

S ;~'Iti¥g%é§§&§cé.him: he would immediately take a step

- mmmil) g and strike you. On one night in February

 lobuwofl asflevenh | 1945 T had to get up at 12.30 s.m. snd I walked down,
B s O e the sentry, bowed to him and went in and relieved

myself. I came out in a moment or two, turned round

again and saluted the sentry., I suddenly heard him
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step up and the first thing I knew was that I got

a terrific bash with his fist on the side of my head,
That knocked me over. I think I got 12 terrific
clouts altogether, all on THE8/side of my head, -

I was absolutely stunned » at the end of that, but
managed to stagger away with the help of another

one or two prisoners. Icx was assisted back to

bed, I definitely sustained concussion from that,

as Iindicated by a violent headache, local pain

and neusia and inclination to vomit. I had to

get up again later., I put off the visit as long

as possible, but I had to go down again to the
latrine and downstalrs there were gquite a lot of POW's
herded upand ther: was a Jgp anese guard hitting them,
I unfortunately came into his view and I received
more clouts - heavy and severe = on the side of the
head, The only think I could do was to turn the other
side of my head to meet the onslaught. I was then
deputy squad chief, that is, I had charge of our
squad of senior British and Austm lian officers =-

32 or 34 officers, I had to take them out on parade
and go through the routine of making out various reports
of numbers and the number sick, etc,, and I then had
to take them out to work after breakfast. I made

out an official report im writing and gave 1t
personally to the Japanese orderly officer and I
addressed it to the Captéin. I made = verbal request
to him that I should be paraded before the Camp
Commandant, Capt Imamura snd told him that I was
willing to strip myself and show him how thin md
debllitated I was, I was then in my 60th year,

I heard nothing more about it. A week before that
during the same sort of visit to the latrine at
night, for some reasmn quite unknown to me the

sentry advanced a step and after saying something

to me swung hils rifle and struck me with the back
sight on my forearm, That made a deep puncture wound,
I still have the scar, I reported it too, but
nothing happened, WNumercus incidents like that

were going on all the time, ' :

BY HIS HCNCUR: Would you know those Japanese you
have mentioned?-- No, I did not know their names,
That sort of punishment used to come in waves.

There is no doubt that the officers who controlled
the camp, starting with the camp commandant himself,
are primarily responsible for it. It used to stop
suddenly and then it would come on again,

I suppose you would inmw Imamura again?e-- Yes.

. You think that he initiated these punishments?=-
I think thet the man who is primarily responsible for
everything is the camps commandant, He might be a
lieutecolonel or a full colonel and would be in
control of the whole of the prison camps in Formosa,
He is primarlly responsible for the treatment of the
prisoners and knows everything that is going on, because
he makes dﬁfp“tm visits, The men on ths spot ® = under
Y0 anasbivs adi 1o 1sade #ilidh Wi camp commandant and his orderly officers,
~ stoted miowe bus nodsy o Fhéh webweh 8% Work that type of treatment would
\ 3o 5isi2 sdt o ooy PedRot; budilater on when we wanted the status of the
exerodododic veb HoSS Waipks oo bebbme purely voluntary and not compulsery
: g it started again, We were all willing to carry out
1)\ wink, bt we wanted it to be voluntary, with

1N ...certain Sabegories of RWEis REE POW's, such as those
osgriisdd  GVEH @EGr the debilitated and those the medical
io bisod neisrizuA - officers sald were not fit for manual labour, left
zomitd 1sW oini viupal - g and given something light, We wanted the work
position to be controlled by us and we did not went b

g : 5= E.R. White
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be herded 1like coolies and driven and knocked about

at the work by the Japanese guards, We said we would
carry out the work they wanted if they supplied the
seeds, etc,, but we wanted it under our control.

They would not allow that, so work stopped., Impediately
it did the heat came on again, in the way of bashing
and all the other forms of physical and mental torture
that they could devise, starting firstly, not matter
what the state of the food ration was, with a

reduction in rations,

That was the first punitive measire?-- Yes, =
Another type they were very fond of was pulling/%at
of bed at night. The routine was roll call in the
morning and roll call at night., That was in the
ordinary rules and regulations, Then in addition
to that we may be pulled out again three times at
night, In the tropics that 1s pretty hard, having to
walt in a very stuffy corridor till the Japanese in
control - either an officer or an NCO - came to take
the roll call, That took time, if they were pulling
out 200, 30C or 400 men, They would never pull out the
whole lot at one stage. You would be wakened by hearing
another barracks being pulled out on rell eall,
When you woke up you had an urgent desire to empty the
bladder, At the beginning of those night roll calls
the lot of us would rush out and empty the bladder,
They soon realised what was happening and, before
calling us, they would post sentries at each of the
exits and block our exit, They would thus hold up
some of these elderly men for 20 minutes or half an
hour and that would give them the greatest discomfort
and pain, ‘ :

. ¥hat bappened in June 1943%-e- In June
gere moved from Kerenko camp to ghirakawa eam;?ésw:Owent
Iz sea and railway to the South West Coagt of Formosa,
tra;g;ﬁg-zzzg re:g§§§:§; It was iziginally‘a Japanese

ng P - r camp, 4t Waz very primitive

We had to straighten it out ang ¢clean o ‘ .
was tropicel, We recelved the ususl wigazgg frggstgi;mate
intgryreter. When interpreting the address of the gamp
Commandant he said, "This is known as malaria camp, "

and then said, vou will have to ~ ; '
znhgre is some malaris,"™ 71t wag :e£$§253h3§:t§§:§me
- ;z had guite & lot of melaria, We hed carted all
effortnmﬁﬁa grial there, That*waa'alway# an exhausting
s 1m?;°vzgf:;zn;:r§&§:§giigrtahée anﬁ;frawdeé until

1 thir : ; Ss e worked ¢ : 1
and khc food supply became quite good, gﬁ?ﬁuiieiéig
we starteﬁ to get proper work rice and 1t became 2 ite a
good ration, We got bananas and the centeen improved,

- Ve were getting work rice, but we were not getting the

products from the rfarm when the
‘ ¥ were ready, The
Commandant proved to be a very nasty type?y I do nfgﬂzaow

epresentatives and the Gamp*s Commanda
",,ﬂ.§§g the camp weré there, The qagétigft‘
Sme up. We wanted it altered ang put

i

MEoTislgn £ hd it ¥ C1E G NI ‘
| nsilsTizu g : "Dasls, Ve were willing to wor n ,
thera o g to work and work

n thet basis, but they refus ed. Immedistdy a1l
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DISCIPLINE

work rice was withdrawn and cur ration was immediatsly
lowered to tls lowest possible level. We were gissn

the coarsest of vegetables. We never saw any more bansnas
and thaet was & land rich in bansnas, Our shoes &nd
boots were withdrawn and we were left with only house
8lippers, We had to cut the heels out o those. They
always feared that the prisoners wem goirg to run BWAY.

We were reduced to clogs and had to shuffle about in
these. The a cecommodat ion was very crowded, We had
500 in that cemp at one stage and were all in a very
‘®mall area. In the better days we put it to the

Camp Commandant and he allowed us to go outside the
compound to clear a nice big area on 8 low hill., We
called that Yasame Park, Yasame means "Stand at easé"”,
At thls s tage the camp park was put out of bounds and
that is the last we saw of 1%, All the little rules
that they used to relax when things were going right
were brought back agsin. One had tc be extremely :
careful, Ve were rot allowed to have & rest on ourbeds
after lunch, We were being ordered out to police the
camp, That is en American term for tidying up., You
would order to Bo round and cut the grass. You eould
do that only by pulling 1t out. You would see & lot

of senior generals out with gillette ragor blades and
nail scissors cutting this grass, - Wo tools were given.
it was just absurd, R o -

Howwas discipline enforeced In that camp®e---I would
say that allthe troops in the camp, bk h officers amd :
other ranks, were wellbehaved, They knew the rules and
regulations, Those regulst ions were posted up on '
notices in the main barracks and we were very meticulous
in ecarrying out the rules. If they were mt carried out,
1t meant that we w ere punished, e o

Was punistment, mass punishment, infact introduced?---
At some times it wes increased in intensity during these
periods of hete. For some alleged infringemént of rules,
you wo:ld be eonfined to the barraseks for 2 week and not
allowed to go out for exercise. You might be ‘stoppad
from smoking for a week, or not allowed to go to
Yasame Park. -

_ ~ What happened in October 1944%---Cn 9th October 1948
we were marched off in the early morning and took the
train up north, It was sn 8lleday and all-night journey
sitting up. We went to Keelung in the north of Formosa,
There we were put aboard & ship the Okayama Maru, which
was quite a decent modem trm sport, Ve were senior

"offieers - #merican, Dutch and British o and we were ;
herded into a small ares right over the propellors dowm
in the lowest depths. We were divided into twe layers, -
upper snd lower, into whieh you had to crewl, The
gpace allotted was badly lighted and very poorliy
ventilated. No provision at all was made for washing, '

. lavatory accommodation was provided, Itweas

mited and very diffiecult of gceess, We were

néd @own 1% this area by a steel bulwark door,

‘wert Shut in like rats in a tr ., After we had

DASS zif'@amiﬁ@mrd‘fer two orthr e days the Allies bombed

L b’&&,ﬁggﬁitg' close to the harbour and for good
SUnE | ‘m e harbow » We had some very near misses.
s8W this bombing by surreptitiously opening one or

- We ‘B
“two'‘0f the portholes, We had a very big anti-aircraft gun

of a sort immediately over our heads, That was goirg
off rapidly and 1% was vers difficult to know whether the
gounds cams from the bembs landing or from the enti-aircraft
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gun, - *he machine gun kicked up & terrible noise.

We were & out 10 days or a fortnight in that harbour
and we were visited three days running by the bomers.
We were then put by the d ockside and water was splashed
on us. That was the only wash that we had in three
weeks on board. It was a very short run from Formosa
to Japen. We had quite a perilous trip as regards
submerines and there was always the threat of more
bombings on the journey, We were clamped down well .
and truly. We eventually got to Jepsy and we were
housed there temporarily fora fortnight in & third
class Japanese hotel. he food in quality was better,
but it was stilllow in quantity and we were very hungry.
From there we ¢ rossed to Korea and immediately entm imd
for a three-dsgy s Journey up north to = place 160 miles
north of Mukden in N,rthern Menchuria. The name of

thet place was Chiaoyuanchow,

CLIMATE; , What was the climate of that camplee= We arrived
there on 14th November 1944, T remember that dst ¢ well,
because it is my birthday. I had a bout of malaris
on the train journey up. It was very cold, There was.
snow on the ground. e had the usual bushide speech
of welcome from the Camps Commendant, He had to be
assisted up on to & sort of platform, fromwhich he

delivered his speéch, The interpreter got on the platform

beside him, but he pushed him off, He would not have
any ardinary interpreter stending alongside him, and A
made him stad on the ground. We were shivering with cold,
We were put in very good barracks. They were built
by the Niosponese 25 years 8go. They were really
occupying the country to garrison the railway lines,
This housed about 400 of us. The barmcks were wellbuilt
and was divided into rooms., They were all open.,

They accomnmodated from 8 to 12 in a room., They were
very diffieult to keep clean, They were very dusty.
We had 43 coal stoves to warm the building and they
took a good deal of looking after. They supplied coal

of the poarest quality. Half of it was road metale

It took us about a fortnight t o warm the building

and very soon after that the temperature went down to

45 degrees below, - They gave us sufficient blankets
and very poor quality winter clothing, which was, just
_sufficient. Wig were naw off the rice diet, & were
on the Soya bean diet, which 1 8 gquite good y :

with the usual vegetable soup.  We were getting a
quantiby of that, and they started us on ‘some Red (Cross
stuff, “e had been there six weeks snd then the ‘
questionof compulsory work came up « farming, Inview

of our experience, we refused td do it. We told them
quite frankly that we woid not do it, Ve ma

& discussion with the Japm ese and they told us to
forget about our trestment in Formosa. we told them

we would mot do it; that it wa-not in the rules and
Fegulsh lons for senior officers to be invol ved in

actual work, . Immea: 1y that was done the pressure
came ‘ong "

-~

sl A ;
a8 1978) & ong "It ‘was’ the usual sort and started with
oame ot - v SOl i Pood  SWst wiks & mevers punishment, because
grerredod ol vih baS el 15 dmportent ina cold climate o .gl their little

SN b xg,};a@g;, a%m reguddtions were carefully put into practice
: zaing " R\Nagain » I might mention their grossly :

ng Bttitude in- the early staces, They would

4 Tattle out with their machine guns and rifles end we
sippn] “Telt that there might be a shooting up at any time,
 Thet menacing attitude disappeared entirely in late
1943 or the middle of 1944, In Menchuria there wes no

v/, | 86 o E.R.White,
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physicel punishment. We did not receiw any beatings
or crackings. Mental torture in the ways I have
indicated was resorted to. ' :

BY HIS HONOR: Was the food sufficient?---The food
was quite sufficient for the first six weeks, until :
the gquestion of work came up. When we refused %o do
the work, they immediately restricted the food toa

~ dangerously low level., We were hungry until the Japanese
capitulation. The hospital ‘arrangements there were
fairly good, but there was the ususl paucity of drugs -
and dressings. In the middle o MNay 1945, having
arrived there in 1944, we were taken by train to Mukden.
The journey la sted 26 hours., At Mukden we were put
in the mein camp which wes a big work camp. They had
there 1200 prisoners , mainly other rarks. Most of these
prisoners were Americens, with some British and some
Australians., The barracks were very crowded, and very
dirty. There was not much space available for exercise.
All the space was taken up with slit trenches. The
majority of the other ranks used to work in neighbouring .

° factories and they received twice the food that we did,
because they went mt to work. . :

They were paid, I suppose?---None of us was paid.
They received their reward in foofd. They reduced
us to the very lowest level. We were very bungry there.
We remsined there until the capitulation of the Japsnese,

o nd last éﬁ
This is the 9th /Pghect of the evidence of

Edward Rowden White taken and sworn before
me at Melbourne in the State of

Victorla this 22nd day ofCctobengys,
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