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A 27 41 WILITARY CUURT ofte
n 2980 Gpl SHTHAILAE,Jitchoku
both of 20 dpeclsl Ges Serviee Coy.

(ref ALQ Isism 25468 of 12 Sep 46 and 8 ¥D memo A918)

_ 1e {8t Lt EIgkl did not render s petition against the santence
) of twelve months imprisonment for illtreatment of three Indisn
k- Pis as he lodged & petition on 31 Jul 46 ageinst » seutence of
I, _ five yesrs imprisonnont on the 18 Jul 46 which was forwarded to
you under eover our memo A155.

CONPANDANT ESICETH MILITARY DISTUICT
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11th July, 1946,

The Accused aré brought before the Court.

¥aj ¥.X. STNZA, & Member of the Court, mskes a Selesn
Hovy 1S BATIORI iz sworn aec the Court Interpreter.

PBoth /ccused pleoad NOT QUILSY to the ?i_x-'_ﬁt' Chargo
Both --&wad plead ROT oUIITY to the £?-em Chargo.
Both seoused ples’ NOT GUILYY to the Third Cherge.




subject: TRIAZ

ARG Ho 2758 1st Ii FISHI Tadenori
APC Ho 2759 Cpl SHIMAJIRY Jitehckm
both of 20 Special Sea ZSorvice CoYe

mms@zﬁwsm
mmw

' 1le 1 have to report thes I have exemined the Proceedifios o

the ghove Hilitayvy Courte

Ze The Court was properly convened and oconstitutueds the Cherces
wvere cprrectly dravn, and the “roceedings are in oriere

Se n the Chargest=

(1) JLi-TREATIINT OF A JRISCHIR OF VAR
mt%"n "x{ "“IY\’{)J& “sl £ iiﬂiﬁ‘”& Ilf%tdi &“tl
S Jan 406 ili=~treated Cepsidila
BIAGH of 5/11 Cikh Re Indisn P,V

SUGHT O A FRISONIR OF WAR
ELYAVA about 2 5 Oct 1044
~, 111- 3’—:::3‘ gd Sub.SANTA SIICH, Indien
P,
(3] i_’-'.’ maopouT OF A PRISONED OF TAR

at : “"‘"‘“‘.1"4{ AllA about 25 Ang 44 :’t.llﬂ
mat@u Sub SANTA SIGH.Indisn I,

The Court made the fullowing Pindingsi-

lst It EISHI Tadencrl, GUIITY of the Second churpe,
BO? GULIDY of the 1st end &rd fchavges

Cpl .J.,d;m:{“sl eitehokuy CUIIDY of &1l three chargess
Lo By Sentmmce dated il gul 46 the Court somtenecd lst Ite
XIS sI Tadenorl to.be imoriscuned for Twelve (12) :acnuhs, and GpL
CUITATIRT Jdltehoku £0 be impriscned for Three (3) years
The Sentasces ar¢ willin (he power of the Courte

fe in ny opinion both Findings and Centeuces may lepally be
confirneds

Prvesvesenesrsenbeveesanesanset D ls

CelaCe 8 illitary District.
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i, Cpl SHIMAJINI JITCHOXU of the 20 Speeial Ses
Duty Company found gulldy by a Military Court
on three charges of ill-treatment of Inddan
Prisoners of War, hereby notify you of ny
intention to petition against both the finding
and sentence of the Military Court on 11 July
1946, '

Officer

Hq 8 Milit.ry Distrboet.
LRET 4
SHIMAJIRY JTTOHOKY
11 July 1946

RARAUL




Shect No 2
CASE FOR THE FROSECUTION

Prosecutor tenders a document containing statements by Sepoy
PIARA SINGH and Jemadar RANG ALI. :

The docuemtn is admitted in evidence, read, marked Exhibit A,
signed by the President, and annexed to the Proceedings,

Prosecutor tenders a certified copy of a statement by Subedar
SANTA SINGH and a statement by Jemadar GOVIND SINGH and a statement
by Havildar DALIP SINGH. Statements all on the one document.

The doocument is admitted in evidence, read, marked Fxhibit B,
signed by the President, and annexed to the Froceedings,

Prosecutor tenders a statement of Subedar SANTA SINGH,
The statement is admitted in evidence, read, marked Exhibit C,
signed by the Fresident, and annexed to the Froeeedings,

Prosecutor tenders a statement of Jemadar GOVIND SINGH, -
The statement is admitted in evidence, read, marked Exhibit D,
signed by the Fresident, and annexed to the Proceedings,

Prosecutor tenders an interrogation of the accused, 1st Lt
KISHI Tadenori, which is admitted in evidence, read, marked Exhibit

 E, signed by the Fresident, and annexed to the Proceedings,

Prosecutor tenders an interrogation Qf the aecuse&, Cpl SHIMAJIRI
Jitchoku, which is admitted in evidence, read, marked =Ixhibit F,
signed by the President, and anne xed to the Froeecdings,

CONCLUDES THE CASE POR THE FROSECUTION.

CASE FOR THE DEFENCE

The Defending Officer submits that there is no case to answer in
the case of Lt KISHI with regard to the first and third charges

and in regards to the accused Cpl SHIMAJIRT there is no ease to
answer on the second and third charges.

Referring to the accused KISHI. The first charge is a complaint
of two Indians PIARA SINGH and RANG ALI mentioning the name Lt
KISHI during the march from FIJIMIDAI to NAGA NAGA, but they do not
state any offence committed by the accused KISHI but only that of
Cpl SHIMAJIRI.

Reference the thikd charge the Prosecution has tendered a statement
of the Indian SANTA SINGH complaining that Lt KISHT took no notice
mfxxx when he compl ed to him about the beat he had received
from ng SHIMIJARE,aégd subniss that there is gggprima facie evidence
which calls for an explanation from the accused,



Sheet No 3.

Referring to the accused SHIMAJIRI in the second and third charges.
The complainant in both of these cases is an Indian SANTA SINGH
who alleges to have beecn beaten by the accused.

In Exhibit B he complains that he was beaten by a Jepemese

SHIMARI HECHO and in Exhibit C alleges that he was beaten by a
Sepoy SHAAGRI.

Submits that these two names referred by SANTA SINGH are entirely
different individuals and he is not referring to the accused

Cpl SHIMAJIRI in the dock. :

Prosecuting Officer : The Defending Officer has submitted
that the accused Lt KISHI took no active part in the beating

of the complainant « It is not for the Frosecdution to show
that KISHI actually took an active part but he was the Pltn Comdr,
If he did nothing about the incldent he is therefore a party to
it~-implied consent. These same remarks apply to the thidd
Charge. He took no notiece of the complaint and therefore that
is prima facle evidence that he approved of it.

With regard to the other aecused there is ample prima facie
evidence that he 1s the person referred to. The names are
phonetically similar to set up a prima facie presumption in the
absence of some explanation from the accused that he is the same
man., Both accused in their interrogations state that there
was no one else in the Platoon with a similar name to the Cpl
SHIMAJIRI, and therefore I submit that there is ample prima
facie evidence that he 1s the man referred to.

The Court is closed to consider the Submission at 1035 hrs,

The Court re-opens at 1045 hrs, and the President announces that
the Court uphelds the Submission of the Defending Officer on

the First Charge against Lt KISHI.

The other Submissiom are not upheld.

1t KISHI Tadenori being duly sworn is examined by the Defending
Officer through the interpreter Navy Lt EAMRI;

Guided by my comseclence, I swear to tell the truth wikhout with-
holding any evidence whatsoever, and also I will not add anything
besides the truth.

Service

T am lst L KISHI Taedenori of the 20 Special "ater Bmky Coy.

Witness is shown a statement signed by him,

That is my signature.

The s tatement has been read over to me in Japanese before I signed
it and it is true and correct. ' :

The statemen: is tendered, admitted in evidence, read, marked
Exhibit G, signed by the President, and annexed to the Proceedings
Qe What is your age?

Ai 257! 7

Qe Apre you a regular Army offlecer?

A. No.

Qe When 4id you Jjoin the Army?

A, On the 10th of Marech 43, . '

Q. What was your eivil occupation before joining the A my?

A, Farmer/
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When were you first commisiiioned as an Officers

In 1920,

Have you been in the Army sinee that dates

No.

Vhen were you discharged from the Army since 19207
1924,

When did you next join the Service?

I was called up in April 1925,

When was the last time you were called up on active service?
On the 10th of March 43,

What education did you have?

I attended an Agrieultural Sechool,

- CROSS

Qe
A,
e

A,

Qe
A,

Qe
A,

Qe

A,
Qe

A,

You were at KOMORIVAMA for the whole of October 19447
Yes,
You were at KOMORIYAMA for the whole of August 19447
Yes.
Was there anybody in your FPlatoon named SHIMARTI?
No.
On what date did Cpl MAJIRT become a Lance Corporal?
I think it was on the 1st of August 1945,
You say in your statement that the Japanese soldiers never
Supervised or worked with the Indians because they had their
own work, do you mean by that that on a march the Indians - ould
mareh #rithout any supervisions
No.
Well when you left FIJIDMIDAI did the Indians g0 to where they
were picked up by the trueks on their own®
It was not a march, they were earrying their rations, bedding,
ete. :
So that when the Iniians did go from FIJIMIDAT the Jdapanese
did accompany them?
No, the Japanese did not accompany them, ,
Do you mean that they instructed the Indiasns to 80150 a certain
blace and wailt for the Jgamese to comeup?
No
Whét do you memn then when you left FIJINIDAI, did the Japanese
g0 with the Indians op what did happen?

A Japenese was allotted to each truck.
The trucks were 700 metres avay from FIJIMIDAI weren't they?
YBB.
When the party set off to g0 from the camp to the trucks, dia
the Japanese go with the Indians or did they send the Indians

7

No, they did not accompany the Indians.

Did the Indiams go first or did the Jgpanese go first?

I don't know because I only ordered them to assemble at their
certain time and I don't know whebher the Indians or the
Japanese got theke first,

Isn't it a fact that you didn't know them whether they went
together or in separate parties?

I ordered the Japanese to earry thelr own luggage by themselves
and the Indians to carry their owm lugrage by themselves, but
what really hapgqnad I don't know, I merely gave the orders,
When did you go &8 FIJm » after axr the Indians had left

or before?
I was the last to leave,
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How far is FIIIMIDAT from RATHY
27 or 28 xilometres,
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Qe

Ae
Qe

A

You mean that was the practice of your Platoon or the general
practice on the Island?

Up to April 4k I knew a Coy leader of a Transport Unit and I
asked him to lend me trucks and after that movement was con-
trolled by the Coy and the Coy allotted us the trucks.

So that genmerally when you wanted to move Indians, they went
by trucks?

Yes, :

The only marching th ¢ Indians would have to do 1s from the
camp to where the trucks were brought up, is that so-

Yes, and the distance where they would get off the trucks ang
to the camp,

How many NCOs did you have in your Platoon? -

Three.

How many other ranks?

Usually four or five.

S50 that ordinarily you would have ineluding yourself in the
Platoon about nine Japanese® _

Yes, nine or ten,

In your Platoon between August of 194, and January of 1945
did you have anybody in your Platoon with a name anything
like SHIMAJIRI?

Ro.

RE EXAMINATION

QUESTICNS BY THE COURT,

I swear that I have told you the truth without adding anything.

Evidence is read over to Witness who does not desire to correct
same.

The Court adljourns at 1142 hrs.
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The Court re-assembles at 133G hrs » the same President and
Members being present.

- Cpl SHIMAJIRTI Jitchoku being duly sworn is examined by the
Defending Officer through the interpreter Lt HATIORI.

Guided by my conscience, I swear to tell tha truth without
withholding any evidence whatsoever and also I will not add
anything besides the truth, ‘

I am Cpl SHIMAJIRI Jitchoku of the 20 Speeial Water Service Coy.
Witness is shown a statement signed by him,
That is my signature. ;
The statement has been read over to me in Japanese before I
signed it and it is true and correect, ; -
The statement is tendered, admitted in evideace, read, marked
Exhiblt H, signed by the President, and annexed to the Proceedings,
Qe glsmt is your age?
A, .
Qe What education did yo: receive?
A, BSix years at a Primary Schhol.
Qe VWhen did you join the Army?
A. 10th of January 1941.
Qe Yhat was your eivil oecupation?
A« A famrc
Qe In what part of JAPAN is your hometown?
A. In OKINAVA, )
Qe ?m&hwanh&imbythenmefﬁ&ﬁ@&ﬂ
A, Yes, :
Qe Was RANG ALI removed from FIJIMIDA to RAIM on the 2nd of
- January 459 : ' ;
A. Yes,
Qe Did he go on the same truck as yourself?
As Noe :
Qe Do you know an Indian by the name of SANTA SINGHS
A. Yes, :
Qe Do you know an Indian by the name of PIARA SINGH?
A, TNo.
Qe Can you speak the Indian language?
o '

Qe gid SANTA SINGH understand the Japanese language?

A, O )

Je What language did you use when you spoke to Indians?

A An Indian Sgt Maj who knew some Japanese interpreted for me.

Q. Was there any occasion in which you direetly spoke to
SANTA SINGH? : :

A. When the Indians did not do thelr work properly I ephke direetl
to SANTA SINGH through an Indian interpreter,

Qe

CROSS EXAMINED

Qe When did you arrive in RABAUL?
A. On the 5th of July 43,
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All the time you were in RABAUL you were working with Indians,
weren't you?

I was once attached to MUKAI BUTAI and worked there.with

the soldiers.

How long were you working with the MUEAT BUTAI?

From March 45 to the eessation of hostilities.

But apart from that time thcn you were working with Indians?
Yes,

And your duties would be supervising Indian work?

I was brought up in a2 farmer's home and I worked with the Indians
and when they did not do their work properly I told them what
to do.

Did you always speak to them throush an intcrpreter?

Sometimes I used an interpreter and sometimes I made my meaning
known to them by signs. :

Did you always speak to SANTA SINGH throush on interpreter?
Yes, I always used an interpreter,

Considering ail the time that you were working with Indians
didn't you ever learn to make yourself understood in some
language to the Indians®

The Indians did learn some Jdapanese words, I did not learn any
Indian words, Vi
Were you able to make yourself understood with the Indians from
that?

They never understood me. _

Didn't you find it very diffieult supervising their work if
you couldn't make yourself understood only except through an
interpreter?

It was the same work every day and I could make my meaning
understood to them by signs.

If the Indians dia something which you considered to be wrong,
would you punish them?

No.

Well what would you do?

» We were given orders that soldiers were not to punish the

Indiens and if suech an occasion should arise I would rcport it

to the Flatoon leader but there was never an oceasion when it

was necessary to do that.,

Brx Do you know of an oceasion in your Platoon when snother

Japanese would have reported to the Commander?

S0 in your Platoon as far as you know no Indians werec ever

punished?

Yes.

'l’tgen the Indians would have no reason to dislike you, would
ey ?

There is.

What was the reason?

We were allotted the amount of work to be dane for the day and

there were some occasions when I had %o work the Indians for

about 20 or 30 minutes later than the usual mmxkiw knocking time

and they may have disliked me for it.

When Indians were moved from one place to another did they

generally go by truck or did they march?

So far as I know they always moved by trucks.

Between August 1944 and January 1945 was there anybody in your

Platoon with a name anything like SHIMAJIRI, your own name?

There was none in my section but therc was a SHIMARUEK

the HQs.
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The HOs were not at KOMORIYAMA were they?

No.

At KOMORIYAMA you say the vegetable party consisted only of
Indians, is that so?

The party consisted of an Indian Sgt Major and three Indians,
How many Jeap anese were in your Flatoon when you were at
KOMORTIYAMA?

I think it was ten.

At KOMORIYAMA the Japanese used to send out Indians to collect
bawpaws, didn't they?

Ygs, the Indian kitchen orderlies sometimes went out to collect
then,

At KOMORIYAM did you ever hear Indians complaining to the
goma?%ein that they had been beaten by Japanese soldiers?

I don oW,

Where was the HQs situated?

At that time it was ag TOTOBERU,
How far is TOTOBERU fram KOMORIYAMA®?
I think it was about ten Kilometres,

Do you know if SHIMABUKURO was in charge of any Indians?
There were gardens at TOTOBERU and he sometimes worked in
charge of Indians,
Do you know whether
SINGH?

I don't know,

You have told the Court that sometimes the Indians did not
complete their allotted work in the time Specified, do you
remember that?

Yes,

And you had to work them back 20 to 30 minutes to complete
the work?

Yes.,

On any of these oceasions did you have to scold or slap
Indians for leafing and no tworking?

done?
It was not supervising, I was working with the Indians and
I wished to have the work done, .

I swear that I have told you the truth without adding anything,

Evidence ds 28ad over to the witness who does nottdesire to
correct same,

CONCLUDES THE CASE FOR THE DEFENCE ,
NO EVIDENCE IN REBUTTAL,
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PROSECUTING OFFICER MAKES AN ADDRESS 'HICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE
TO0 EE RECORDID,

DEFENDING OFFICUR MAKES AN ADDRESS WHICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE 70
BE RECORDED,

The Court is closed at 1510 hrs to consider Finding.

- The Court re-opens at 1536 hrs, and the President announces that

the Finding of the Court is as follows @
1lst Lt KISHI Tadenori GUILTY of the Second Charge.
NOT GUILTY of the First and Third Charges,
Cpl SHIMAJIRI Jitchoku GUILTY of all Three Gharggs¢
The Defending Officer makes an Address in Mitigation and refers
the Court to his previous Address.
The Frosecuting Officer informs the Court that he has no evidence

of any previous convictions by a War Crimes Court against cither
of the Accused.

The Court is closed at 1540 hrs for comsideration of Sentences,
The Court re-opens at 1545 hrs, and the President of the Court
announces the following Sentences :

1st Lt KISHI Tadenori To be Imprisoned for Twelve Months.

Cpl SHIMAJIRIL Jitchoku To be Imprisoned for Three Years.
The President also announces that the Court recommends that the
period spent in detention awailting trial by Lt KISHT be taken
into consideration by the Confirmins Authorities,

The President further announces that such Finding and Sentences
are subjeet to confirmation by the Confirming Authorities,

Signed at RABAUL this Eleventh day of July, 1946,

" Py,

President.
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q§*31688? Sepoy Piara Singh of 5/11 S8ikh Regt having been duly warned
vpto speak the truth states :-

On 3/1/45 my party was moving from Fiji Midai to NAGA NAGA

camp. Lt KISHEE and Sepoy SHIMAJRT were marching with the party.

On the way two wooden planks were - lying on the road. The above
named Japanese Sepoy ordered me to 1ift up one plank. I carried
one along with my bedding. My load was very heavy. When I walked
about 5 miles I got tired and could nob walk. I therefore asked
Sepoy SHIMAJRI .to order some other man to carry the plank. He

at one started to beat me with & LATHL in his hend. I received

severe injuries. Since then I am in hospital and my health is

86111 very bad.
Read over to witness who acknowledges it to be correct.
(8zd) PIARA SINGH

Signature of witness

I, Hav Clerk PARTAP SINGH do hereby certify that

this statement was made by No 16887 Sepoy FIARA SINGH and after
same had been written down in Bnglish and read back to witness

in his own language before he signed it and yhe translation is a
correct translation of the witnesses evidence.

Signature of Interpreter (Sgd) PARTAP SINGH Hav.

Jemadar Rang Ali of 5/11 Sikh Regt having been recalled states 3=

On 3/1/45 our party moved from Fiji Midai to WWAGA NAGA camp.
We were marching under Lt KISHEE and Sepoy SEIMAJRI. After a
few minutes walk Sepoy SHIMAJRI ordered Sepoy Piara Singh to 1ift
up a plank which was lying on the road. -He carried the plank along
with his bedding. When we marched about three miles Sepoy Piara
Singh (his load being very heavy) got tired and asked Sepoy SEIMATRT
to order some other man to carry the plank. SHIMAJRT at once started
to beat him with the stick in his hand. He received many injuries
and was later sent to hospital. He is still in hospital since then.

Read over to witness who acknowledges it to be correct.

(sgd) RANG ALI
Slgnature of witness

I, Hav Clerk PARTAP SINGH do hereby certify that this statement
was made by Jem RANG ALT and after same had been written down in
English was read back to witness in his own language before he
signed it and the translation is a correct translation of the
witnesses evidence.,

Signature of Interpreter (Sgd) PARTAP SINGH Hav.
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Yo Sub SANTA SINGH 7/8 PR having been called on 19th September 45 ang
d_t_:_;!_.? sworn states:- : : _

¢ On 8/6/45 T was watching a fatigue party who was carrying heavy
woods from the jungles to construct a road. NAKAMORA Socho was the Jap
soldier i/c fatigue party. He questioned," Why there was mch smoke in
the kitchen this morning.® I replied," Due to rain it was 2 bit visible
but we haé extinguised the fire early in the morning." "No® said the Jap
"Tou intentionally made smoke to show it to the Ameriecan planes.” On saying
this he beat me with a golf stick. Ironed stick gave me several hurts,
Next day I reported to the Jap docter on sick parade. Ee paid mo attention
%0 $¥-and I was drogged with the fatigue p -
Witness (1) Witness (2)

In July 44 %o 20 Party (KUBO BUTAI) was divided in%io two sections.
One of the sections was attached %o the Japs 8 and W Department and other
employed for garden work at KUMAR YAMA. Patigue was very hard and the
rations insufficient. Thers was an acute shortage of vegetables, So after
repeated request the Jap officer commaflding (KESHI CHUI) the section had
sanction that 2 soldiers eould go to being vegetables from the jungle for
the whole partyof 70. But these two soldiers mmst return within two hours
and could only go after 10 o'clock.

On 25th Oct I was watching a fatigue party which was worki in the
above mentioned garffen. After 10 O08clock I asked the Jap scldier (SHIMART
HEICHO) to send two soldiers for vegetsbles. He did not pay attention to it
and when again scked began to best me with hie stick. He did not leave me
t111 the stick broke. He brought a new one and again began beating. I fell
on the ground senseless. I was there brought to my camp by the Indian
soldiers. Next day on 26/10/44 vwhen I came to my senses I reported to the
Jap lisut (KESHI) He gave me two slaps and replied Tou are an "Engris
ohoke" (English Officer) and hemce beating is justitied.” Jem Bopios Singh
7/6 Haj Rif ani Hav Dalip Bingh 7/8 P Regt are ny withess %o the above- ]
nentiocned ineident. -

Statement is raad over to witness :
{(Sgd) SAWTA SIKGH SUBADAR
Signature of witness.

Witness withdraws,
Eo Jam GVIND SINGH 7/6 P.R. having been called on 19th September 1945
and duly sworn states:e
Sub SANTA STNGH was beaten in our presence 25 Oct 45 without any offence.
Statement is read over to witness.
(Sgd}...u-og-.--.----

Signature of witness.

Witness withdraws.

Ko Hav DALIP SINGH 7/8 P R having bee» called on 19 September 1945 and
duly sworn statesg

Sub SANTA SINGH was beaten in our presence on 25 Oct 45 without any
offence.

Statement is read over to witness (sgd) Ssresvessenssa
Signature of witness,

Witness withdrawms,

document is a true and complete copy of the
EDAR SANTA SINGH, Jemadar GOVIRD SIKGH and
nal statements are held in my

.'DO.....‘.'..I.'.Ot‘...'cal.

C.L.O. 8 HQD.



ExC

- Bubedar SANTA SINGE . 7/8 Pﬁnﬁag Regt. having been called on
©19-9-45 and duly sworn, states :

On 25 Aug 44 I was detailed by a Jap offr (Lt KISHI -
comnanding over party at KUMARYAMA) to supervise my men when they
were doing Tatigues in a garden 2t KUMARYAMA. A Jap Sepoy,SEAMAGRI
by name, was also detailed by him to supervise uUs. The story was -
ond Lt KISEI told me xwxk and the said Jap Sepoy to leave 2 men out
of this party after dinner (1200 hrs) to go to the jungle and fetch
papayas etc. AT 1200 hrs T reminded Sepoy SHAMAGRI that according
to 2nd Lt KISHI's orders we had bo send two Sepdysto bring papayase.
SEAMAGRI in anger, salid in his language = "You all are slaves of
BRITISH, I will set you alright.” He then began to beat me with a
$hick stick 4 feet long. He continued beating me until I fell to the
ground sanselessSe

Jemedar GOVIND SINGH, 7/6 Punjab Regt. and Hav DALIP SINGH,
7/8 Punjsb Regt. were also with me. After some time they arranged to
send me back to our camp. 1 reported the matter to 2nd Lt. KISHI who
took no notice of it. I am still feeling pain as a result of the severe
blows given me by the said Jap Sepoy. SHAMAGRI, on my head.

Evidence is read over to Complainant and signed by him.

(Signed) SANTA SINGH, Sub.
Signature of Complainant

EeltaD

b

Jemadar GOVIND SENGH, 7/6 Punjab Regt, having been called on
19-9-45 and dudy sworn, states:

1 was in Sub SANTA SINGH's party at KUMARYAMA on 25 Aug
44, About midday I saw the Subedar ask something of Jap Sepoy
SHAMAGRI who was supervising the work. The Jap. for fio apparent
reason, commenced to beat the Subedar with a thick stick about
4 feet Fong, and continued to do so until SANTA SINGH fell to the
ground senseless.. Later, Hav DALIP SINGH and I arranged to send
Subedar SANTA SINGH hack to camp, as he was wery sick from the
beating and had %o be assisted.

Evidence is read over to Witness and signed by Wiitnesse.

(Signed) GOVIND SINGH, Jem
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INTERROGATION of 1st. Lieut KISHI Tadanori of
20 Special Water Service Coy. by Capbt. R.L.Watts
at RABAUL 26 June 1946

Iam going to ask you some quesfions; you are not obliged to
angwer them, but whatever you say will be teken down in writing
and may be used in evidence. Do you understand?

Yes.

Are you lste. Lieut KISHI Tadanori?

Yes, ;

What was your rank and unit during 1944 and if you were promoted

when did you get it?

In Jenuary 1944 I was a 2nd.Lieut with 20 Special Water Service Coye.
I remained with that coye. until the cessation of hostilities being
promotrf to lste. ILieut in April 1945,

Was there at that time a Japanese of the same or similar name
o yourself in the 20 Special Water Service Coy,.?
No. :

What is your present rank and unit?
1st. Iieut. 20 Spechbal Water Service Coy.

What does KUBO BUTAT mean?
It means the 20 Special Water Service Coy. of which Capt KUBO was
the Commanding Officer.

How many platoons were there in the 20 Special Water Service Coy?
Two platoonss.

Ween and where was the 20 Special Water Service Coye divided into
two platoons?
It was divied into two platoons at its formation in Jepan.

What platoon were you with and were you in command of the platoon?
in July 19447%
I was No.l platoon cammanders.

Where was No.l platoon situated in July 1944%
The main part of No.l platoon were at KOMORT 'YAMA AND ABOUT 40 wepe
attabbed to No.2 platoon for work.

Where was Noe.2 platoon?

A about the 15 July 1944 two platoon were approximately one and a
half kilometres from No.l platoon. I think it was about this date
that No.2 platoon moved to another place for road work. I am not
certain of the location of the place. :

In July 1944 where were wow?
I was at KOMORT YAMA. /

Were Indians with you? :
Yes there were Indians there.

How many were there?
Approximately seventy.

Were Indians engaged in garden work at KOMORI YAMA?
Yes.

Where were you in October 19447
I was at KOMORI YAMA.

Was there a Japanese named SHIMAJIRT with you in October 1944 at
KOMORT YAMA?
I think he may have been there but I cannot remember clearly.

% % 2)
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Do you know SHIMAJIRI"
Yes, I know him.

Was S‘EI*.&JIBI in your platoon'—"

What was his rank?
He was a superior private.

Do you know his present whereabouts and rank?
Yes, he is a corporal and at present is in War Criminals compound
at Rabaul.

Do you know an Indhn Sub SANTA STNGH?
X kpmwx i raexkaakans I know of three Indians named SANTA SINGH
but, the only one I know well is an officer of that name.

Was the officer SANTA SINGH with you at KOMORI YAMA in October
1944°

Yese

When did your platoon move from KOIvIOBI Y%I\m‘?
They left on 30th.November 1944,

Where did you move t0%?
To HEJI MIDAI. ;

Did the Indians move with you"
Yes,

When did you leave IUJI MIDAT and where did you go?
About 2 January 1945 to RAIM.

Where is RAINM?
About one and a half kilometres south east of VUNAKANAU airstrip.

Do you know a place called NAGA NAGA‘P
I do not know NAGA NAGA.

Were you w:_'bh Indians on that move to RAIM?
Yes o

What was the strength of the party that you were w:.th"’
Forty Indians and four Japanese.

How did your party move?
They moved by truck.

Pid the Indians at any part of the move have to carry any loads?
¥m. Yes they carried bedding and blankets for the first 700 metres
approximately as the trucks could not enter The campe.

Was the Japanese SHIMAJIRT with you on this move?
Yeso

Do you know an Indian Sepoy PIARA SINGH?
I recall the name but I do not know the man.

Do you know an Indian Jegpadar RANG ALI?
Yes,

Do you know an Indian GOVIND SINGH?
Yes. :

Do you know an Indian DALTP SINGH?
T recall the name but I do not know the man.

% % 2)
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Qe Do you know the following Japanese?
 Cpl HIRATSHT Runiyoshi, I/Cpl KOJIMA Eizo,

S/M KOKUMAT Atsushi, Sup Pye KONDO Takeji,
Capt KUBO Hishakichi, L/Cpl KURINO IMHtsuge,
Cpl MAYAMA Mihachi, Cpl MORISAKT Tekeichi,
2 Lieut MUKOHATA Sodami, Cpl NAKAMEARA Jisaburo,
S/M OKAWA Rakuei, L/Cpl OSART Yoshiharu,
Sgt SHEASHTTA Morizo Lieut SOGAWA Kiminuri

L/Cpl TAKAGUCHT Matsuo, Cpl TAKEDA Kogumi,
Cpl TAKENOUCHI Yoshihito,S/M TANAKA Chuichi,
Pte TANAKA Zensaburo, Sgt TORTHARA Tameji,
L/Cpl URASATO Tsugio, Cpl YAMAGUCHI Eiji,
L/Cpl YAMANARA Zenji, Cpl YANAURA Zenji,
Sgt YOSHIOKA Hokitoro.

A, Yes, I know them all.

% 2
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I, Sgt. KINGSWELL l.S. do hereby certify that the above statement

was made by 1lst. Lieut KLSHI Tadanori of 20 Special Water Service Coy.
in Japanese and after it had been written down in English and read
back to him in his own language before he signed it, and the
translation is a correct translation of the witness's evidence.

(Signature of Interpreter)




INTERROGATION of Cpl SHIMAJIRI Jitwhokm of 20 Speeial
LateY Carvige LOVe DY Uapte Releiiattg ot RABAUL 56 Ju

SRS LYS0

Qs I am going to ask you some questions are not obliged to
answer them, but whatever you sayvzﬁ?g taken down in writing
and may be used in evidence, Do you nnderstand?

fe Tes,

Qe Ave you Opl SHIMAJIRI Jitcholku?

As I ame

Qe What was your rank end unit during the years 1944 and 1945 and if

: mma.muammm

A+ I was a superior private in ¢ of 20 Speclal Water
Service Coy in Jammary 1044, I with 20 Special Water

Service until the cesmsction of Jostilities but at times was
detached to other units, On 1 August 1945 I became a lance Cpl,on
1 September 1945 I became a gorporal.

Ce &Mthmmmaswﬁmtﬁawwsmmm
' r Service Boy.

#77 1 Gorporal Lispestel Nater Servies doy.

, Did return to KOMORI YAMA after 1 Ostober 19447
zammatammwmummwwu1m.

During your stay at KOMORI YAMA what were you doing?
duty was acoampanying the Indians to the gardens to work.

out how meny Indians were in No 1 pletoon at KOMORT YAMA?
. o not remenber exactly, I think £Ow?am1m.

lstl.Lieut KISHI Tadanori at KOMORL Mﬂthym
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know an Indian Jemadar RANG ALI?
know him,

g
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you ever beat Subedar SANTA SINGH?

e Y IR YR R0 2 E P 0
)
o

i

Jmaoommzwam on march from FUJI Midel to NAGA NAGAY
d not go to NAGA NAGA, we went to the side of ASHIBA YaMA
a native villege called RAIM,

Qe How did you move?
£,7, A We went by motor mme truck.

%m&mMmathormmmmewmlmds?

BAEH
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i FUJI MIDAI s in the jungle end trucks cannot enter so the
Indians carried

led bedding,blankets and rations for approximate
_mmmm'bomﬁbh. i

Qe Who was in charge of the party?
A. Lieut KISHI.

t%ﬂmaﬁthmMmMWMmﬁmM?
L ]

Qe Did you beat any Indian on that move?
As I beat no onc.

Qs Do you know an Indlan GOVIND SINGH?

As I vemember a Iieut GOVIND SINGH.

? #
Km mm’ &
Pte KOTDO Takeji,

. Mtsuse
MORISAKT Taleichi,
Tisaburo

As
Qe Did all these Japanese belong to 20 Speolal Water Serviee Coy
A

They E'E'Xosmuwmmwm in War
were 1 Va _ are now
Criminals Compound at Rebaml.

BEFE

GRWIBRBSIRB SR I NSBRNBNRDRDES

I, Sgt KINGSWELL M.S. do hereby certify that the abowve statement

was made by Cpl SHIMAJIRI Jitcholu of 20 elal Water Service Coy.
in J se and after it had been written n in English and read
baeck mmmmwwmzaamu‘mm
translation is a correct translatiod of the witness's evidence. !
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Lt. KISHI Tadaneri states: -

1 am Lt.ELSHI Tadaneri attached to 20 Special Wﬁter Service
Coy. I wes the commander of ist section of the eoy. My section
engoged in disembarkation, the Construetion of positiens, and
farming. ; v ,

My section had enguged in the construction ef pesition at
FUILiID:AL since Dec 1944 until 2nd Jap 1945 when it was transferred
- te Riull pe:sr VUNAKANAU air-strip by the erder of the doy commander
for the purpese of constructing énocther pesitien. i

We removed with 7 trucks, fer 1 was impossible to mareh the
long distance to R4l on foot., My section has never been transferred
to NaGi-NAGA, We had to walk some 700 metres from eur quarters
at Fujimidai up to the main read, as the trucks could not come in,

i called the chief members of the Indians, instructed the
S8pot and time limit to be ready to get on the trucks, and committed
its management to them. The Japanese soldiers had never supervised
or maerched with the Indians becsuse they had their own works to dispose
efc v
Un the morning of 2nd Jan, I despatched Cpl SHIMAJIRI te
MIYASI BUTLL (loter Vehicle Unit) with 2nother Japanese soldier teo
bring the trucks to the destined spot. lhen SHIVAJTIRT came bagk
with the trucks we had been ready at the spot with a@ll the luggages,
80 we storted for KAl ot ence. 48 our aewrgquarter at RAIM wag :
& missienary house situated along the main road, we hafl ne anneyance
of carryihg our lugsages for a long distance after we gEot off the
trucks. NEE SErSNas
~Thus there was no fact that my section sheuld have m rched
More than 3 miles frem FUIIMIDAL to RATH. Her had SHIMAJIRI gome
in aantaet-wieh'tho.Indiang@ia“g@u'm@antime except on the truck.
- Therefere he could not happen to make the Indien Carry plank or
beat him. Neither h ve I heard er sesn the Indians beeten while . on
Jeurney mor any of Indians repeorted me about suech an incident.

Since Jure '44 we had engiged in the cultivation of & garden
at KUMORI-YAMA until 30th Nov '44 i.e. the day before we moved to
FUSIMIDAL, &round June we were in short of vegetables witk very
little crop ready for harvest by that time. T was very apprehensive
ef its bad effects upen the health of the members of my section,
when Jemadar PAKHAR SINGH and interpreter UUNG oiNGH reperted to S
me and asked for the permissien of geing sut to pick wild herbs and s
vVegetables, erganizing a party for that purpese. : :

il permitted thig at once and arrang-d to organize a wild
vegetable party. By that time the Indians of my sectiien had been
formed into 3 platoon, and 2 from each platoen, 6 men in total,
had been in charge of eooking., i x

Then I made 3gt Liaj GURDBAR SINGH the chief of provisioning,
and attached to him 5 Indians who went eut vilthout any restrictions
tuice & day to pick wild vegetables a@s much as they could. The
harvest was destributed equally te each platoen by GUHDEAR SINGH,

These 3 Indians were excused from ether works and engagzed only
. in gatherinz vezetables under GURUEAR SINGH. B :

ey
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#bout the nomination of the members and the plans of werk
of that perty, I was always inquired by the chief members of the
Indians, end I permitted them to carry it on as they weuld
ac¢ording to my consent, as it wes my principle to put trust upen

their spirit of self-governning without making any interferrence.

Therefore ne such a restriction has been imposed upon the Indiens

~ef the wild vezetable party as te report to a Japanese officer or soldie;

when they went to their work.

Since the end of Sept. the shortage of vegetibles disminished
gradually as the croeps of the garden, became ready for harvest,

I arranget to disbend the vegetabie party upon the densent of the
chisf members of the Indians, and mede them go on with 6 cooks
and availeble materials., : :

Therefore no problem could have happened areund 25th Oct cencerning
the goathering of vezetables. Mereover, during Ucteber SHIMATIRI ;
w8 not im ZOMURIYAMA , having been despatched te FUJIMIDAI to give
assistance te a werk,as f r as I remember.,

: SANTA SINGH has never come to me telling that he had been beaten
by a Japapese soldier without any reason. ier h ve I ever slapped
him, If sny Indian had come to me telling that he had been trested
ill coencerning the gathering of vegetables, I sheuld have certainiy
menaged to rememdy it because the gathering of vesetables had been
appreved by me as an appropriate measure.

4s 1 aouid not speak the language of Indian, I talked with them
through the interpretation of JANG SINGH whe ceuld gpeak Japanese
well, whenever any talking was necessary.

SANTA SINGH could not speak Japanese and was & men of very shy
character, se he has never come to my Bouse upon any business.
1t was pleasant-naturesd, FAKAHAR SINGH whoe could speak Japanese & little
and interpreter JANG SINGH thet always came to me for report and
consultatiion., It is tetally groundless that I should hasve ®bused

or slapped SANTA SIRGH,

I have not sny reason to be grudged by SANTA SINGH. ifter the
Armistice seme of the Indians came to see me at NiSHiIHULAL where

I was tsansferred afterwards. One day SANTA SINGH happened to

come to my house accompAnied by interpreter JANG SINGH and teld me
to the effect thet though the Japanese had been an elder brother sf
the Indians new we Indians became the elder brother of you Japanese,
80 we sheuld be friendly te each other hereafter,

I am Qanvinced_that his compalint against me should be 2 mistake.

E‘ : l b § i)
KISHI Tadu :

I ﬁereby certify that thé above translatien is true and

gorrect. . :
AR A e
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Upl Eﬁlﬁﬁiiﬁi ziﬁekna& st&tusgp

I & attached to Z0th Special Water Service Cey.

;: was under the command at'Lt;;ﬁJﬁﬁl_ga;g_mgabhr lat section.

A",ﬂn.anﬂ‘Jaﬁf3g5.~-1 remember th&q]@&ko[ﬂnl&zh#é&us§l1t we s
the next of new yeers day---my section wes ordered to move to
Hold from FUSI@iDAL, Early in thet ang I started with a

Japanese seldier for MIYAJL LUTal (Weter vehicle unit) to guide

back to trucks, When I come back with them te the destined g
8pot at FUJIKILal, around 10 a.m. a8 far as I remember, the personnei
and Luggaga.afzgur,aactiaa'h&ﬁiyman;ggtggrga there ready te leave,
We started for RALM as Sosn a3 all men geot on the ears, g
_ur*Quaxttr;ﬁﬁﬂagaﬁ&was;a.ﬁinﬁiunar:'hhuad}ai&a&tﬁd_alw@a the

. main roud, &0 there wes ns pein te bring the men and luggages inte

it. 1 have never been trausferred to Nl KAGs with Indians,
and it wes eniy while I was on the truck oun the way of Journey

. thet I came in centsct with Indians vn the day of remeval.

i did neither muroh with the Indiaps nor made them carry the

" lugzeges. It oould not happen that I should have beaten the Indian o

and supervision to the workers in the garden,

at that time.

Since June '44 my seotion has engaged in the caltivegion of

& garden at MUMLKI-YiMi, There my duty wes te give instruction

48 my seotion wss in short of fresh vegetables st LHET time,

the indisns were permitted by the section cosmender to orsanize

& wild vegetable party with S Indiens who could go out freely

to feteh wild vegstables witheut doing auy ether work. g
This party wes formed and pominated by the sectien commencder

 and its werk was mopaged b ap Indien Sgt uaj, se I hed zo

conrestion with them and eould aut meddle in it “eosuse I had te
eharge my duty in the garden. 1

. doreover I wss not in LOMORI-YAM4 on and about “5th Cct 1944,
because I was despatohed te FUJidMiDAl e 18t Uot with Cpl TAKEUCEL -
in erder te give gssistance te the work of constructing a pesition
of ancther Unit Jested there, snd S8tayed there until the middle '

of Nev *44.

1t is cempletely groundiess that I should have bemten DANTA

- SINGH concerning the gathering of vegetablies eon 2£5th Aug., and on ! e

~oth Oct 1944. :
i cannot even imsgine the ressen why 1 should have bees

@ccused of sueh ah inecident,

SRFE
SHoled ikl ditohoku

i1 hereby certify that the above transietion is true

and cerrect. S
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| WHERFAS YOUT Petitioner comslders himself agirleved wm
 PETYTIONER HUMBLY PRAYS in pursuance of the

Fride e B el

f" | . _ E@EEEE&E

S 5 on of s
. Finding and gentence of the sald military gourt §OY THERIFORE ToUm
R gulations made under -
- the said o7 that both pinding and sentence of the sald yilitary gourt
~ be not confirmed by the said convening guthority or alternatively,
that sach be guabhed by the appropriate puthority under the said
. ACT upen the following grounds.- = e b - s

jzlg- phat 3aur'§et1tiahﬁr denied a% the trdel and continues to déay
_ bthet he beat the yndian as alleged in the three charges.

' 3, That the rinding”;a againah evidence and welght of evi&anae,

3. ohat tha-hxaaéﬁasigs_haﬁ failed 0 discharge the onus east upen
it by laﬂ;%a:gmeva_tha'aﬂargp beyond reasonable doubt.

4. ghat the evidences given by the Indien witnesses are not sufficieat
$o prove the guilt of your Petitioner beyond reasonsple doubt.in the
- '&J&raa ehargen. - | = & g -

el b i : ' - < : e
~ &) on the lst charge the evidences of Prams =nwH end RANG ALT involve
. contradietion in $he place of the alleged act, and do not give acgurate

. discription upon the most important points i.e., on whiech part - e

~ the body he was beaten and how much he was injured. St :

B) on the 2nd clarge theé date of the alleged act in the evidence of
~ SANTA STIGH end that in the evidence of DATTP STIGH and GOVIND SIVGH
are different by 1 year, and the latber did not state who really
- ecomultted the alleged beating. whe evidence of the former witnsss
is contradictory te tbat orf the latter two in these points. -

¢).on the 2nd aud Srd charges the identify of the sccused 1z mot ac
SHIMART HTICHO aud SHAMAGRI are quide different sither in pronu
 Or when represented in Japanese characters. _ e
SAMTA 3INGH has alleged the name of gHTUART HiIcne in the seeond charge —
and SEAMAGRT in the third charge, in ais statement made at the same
time and place. gphercfors ths accused of the 2nd and Zrd charges are
apparently different persons. C R . o

| urate
ation

d) ghere is no primm facie both in the 2nd and Bra charges.

5. what the evidence of your petitionsr at the trial and the e#iﬁsﬁea cf,

_ LE.KISHT on your petitionerrs behalf are sufficient to prove that vour
- petltioner is not gullty of every charge. : _ =

6. mThat your patitianaruisuantitled to an acquittal.

" ?;.:That the winding and sentence are agaeinet the prineiple of English -
18w and are contrary to watural Justice. : ?



o . 'ghn'b ia eny event the sentme inpaaaﬁ upon your patitianar 2
~ was excessive. o

Do mt zﬂauaa shaula be ;mgareﬂ with wgy. o
IT IS SURIITTED that your Petitioner has come from GmTNAWA mfsh
. was ocoupled by the glilisd wreaa, His home was. destructed and his i
. » _ family has been lost.

| gt your petitioner huubly prays that tuis patit!mn ae aecaptad and
..~ that he be granted %o Jein the m-gmt work of *bhs maastraeﬂen :
S ot his mland : '- - T

S

42—

DATED &% RABAUL this 19th day of July 1946.

1O
T B MOrTLs s _

- GINERAL OFFICER COMMANDING
.&me mwwz FORCES.






