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Australians seen at Spitfire Squadron at Ibsley, and Hespshire,

Me Jo JONES of Manly, Frank GBROSVENOR of Melbourne,
Peter JONES of Killara Keith BUETTEL of lMelbourne

Sergeant-pilots Gordom JONES of Melbourne

*XKanga" FREEMAN and H. C. (Cactus) KERR, both from Brisbane

Joe BAILMAIN of SYDNEY,

During a paid by four machines on Cherbourg radio station, which is
very heavily defended by anti-aircraft guns, KERR and FREEMAN,

flying about fifty feet up, when small shell hit rear part of
Freeman's Spitfire, blowing big hole in it and d@estroying rudder

and elevators to sueh an extent that he had no fore and aft control
and the stick just wobbled loosely in his hand, He still had ailerons
and by using his trimming tabs (on advice from the squadron-leader
over the radio phomne) and putting his propellor intd fine piteh, he
managed to cover the eighty miles between where he was hit and his
base, He came in to land at a very high speed as had to keep up his
machine's nose by continual short bursts from the motor and looked
like hitting the fence on the far boundary. He avoided this by
ground looping the machine which was not badly damaged., The

entry in the station log under Preeman's name reads, "Bringing

back badly-damaged machine without fore and aft control and landing
sugcessfully.”

Freeman and Kerr have been on the station the longest among the
Australians, They have helped to escort bombers to Brest, shot up

smalllships in Channel and have attacked objectives in Northern
France,

AWM2018.8.177



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE.

A.M.CSS. File No.

Encl. No..............
OVERSEAS MESSAGE.

Please transmit the following message in secret cypher:
1O

FROM : OVERSEAS HEADQUARTERS, R.A.A.F., KINGSWAY.
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