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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Eo N FYXERBRNTILI AL

STATEMENT MADE BY REPATRIATED PRISONER OF WAR
STATEMENT TAKRE 7 (YORKSHIRE )
ORIGINAL WANUSCRIPT FILED WITH RECORDS

ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS
AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE
"B" RECORDS SECTION.

2nd December 1918

Reg. No. 15 I

Rank. Corporal

Name . WALKER H.05.
Platoon. No. 1l4.

Company . "D" Company.
Battalion. 10th Battalion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE

(a) Date. 22nd August 1916.

(b) Place. Moudquet Farm. (Somme)

I was captured, badly wounded, on the morning of
August 22, 1916 after an attack on Mong ¢e+ Farm dellvered the
evening before. When wounded I was about 200 yards beyond the
first enemy trench. I was wounded l?rl the right and left thigh.
The Germans picked me up at about 4 o'clock in the morning.

The firats pla e I remember being taken to was Cauﬂry hospltal.
I was then taken to hospital at Munster (Bergaserne). I was for
three months at Dulmen and then at Theeskenmoore and Grossegmoore.
At the latter pnlace I was forced to work, having no proocf of nmy
rank. In January, through the intervention of the Dutch
Ambassador I was sent to Bohmte.

1 gat iﬂto Holland on October 12, 1918 and was quartered at
Acacia-Straat, The Hague I came across from Rotterdam to Hull
Gy the S.S. "Pobto Lisbo”’ on Nov. 22, 1918. I was sent to South

Camp, Ripon and thence on to London. At Munster Lleut. H_g,or
(Dok) died while I was there. He was a 2nd lelsimr Officer. NC

(Sgd) H.T. WALKER.
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South Camp, Ripon, 25-1l1-
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CONFIPDENTIAL

Statement made by Repatriated Prlisoner of War,
Taken &l Hipnnt ﬁnrkﬂﬁire.

Original Manuscript filed with Recordse.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperuval Force,
"B" Records Section,

RegeNOw o2 e end. lecember,l9l8,

Rank. LanceCorporal,

Nanme, BROOKE. D.F.

Platoone NOe7e

Compeny e "B" Companye
. Battalicone 10th. Battalione.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPIURE.

(a). Dates, 22nd, Auguste. 1916,
(b), Place. Mouquet Farm, (Somme)

I was captured during & two Company raid on Mouduet Farm ién the
evening of August 218. 1916. I was wounded in the left arm going
across but managed to reach the enemy second line. I was made prisoner
early next morning trying to get back. Lieut. Dey wag in charge of my
Platoon. I saa him wounded shortly after we went over, I was wounded
in the leftarm by a rifle bullet at about a quarter past 6. I was
taken first to Neuville, then to Cambrai and Rensoy (on a working party)
and then to Dulmen in Germany. From Freidrichsfeld I was sent out on
comméndo to & stone quarry at Neanderthal, I was the only Austrelian
in & comméndo of British, Russian and French prisoners, numbering about
00 « of whom 26 were British. :

I entered Holland on 12.10.18 and came across from Rotterdam to Hull
by the S.S. " Porto Lisboa " on Nove 22,1918, I was sent to Bouth Camp
Ripon, and then on to London.

In Germany, I was also at Minden and in Cologne fortresse

Signatum. . I.HEQ.) . P: I;I:- ?F??k?fq. Y

Witness. {SERde. . PP, Hsd s, BBEL, SEL.
South Camp. Ripon. 23.11.18.
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Phe Australian Var Records Section is ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ&&liniﬁﬂlleﬂtiﬂg
materisl to ensble a history to be written after the Var. Many points
that at present are doubtful mey be cleared up from statements by men
who wﬁra taken Prisoners. These atatements should include the man's

own personal experience, and if any statement from hearsay is included 1%

should be so stated.

o 23825,

Ranke L/Cpl.

Name. CO'LINGSH«Cs

Platoon. 0eDe

Companye. "B"e

Battalion. 10%h.
CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE,

fﬁ) Date of Capture. 21lst Augus

(b) Place. lMounquet Farm.

(c)] That happened before capture?

For a couple of days prior to Aupust 21st we had suifered
very heavy casualties from the shelling and were only about hall strength,
however, we were told to attack &t 6 p.m.

[d} +¥ 1.J. L-_ L.-" i .SEI”.L; L“.c.L

@
&

We hopped out and made for our objective, most of us past
the first trench, but could not find any trace of the second which was
supposcd to be sbout 150 yards further on. e could not £ind the secong
trench and were eventually stopped from proceeding any further by our

own Artsllery fire which was tremendous. It was while crouching in a
small shell hole, %o pget & bit of breathe, that I was hit, being wounded 1
the nose and face. I immediately got into & deep hole, where & mate
bandaged my nose, I laid there until nearly dark when I made an attempt
to return to our own l1lines. After procesding some little distance 1
found that the enemy had got in behind us. I was proseeding along
what I thought waes an unoccupied trench when I was fired on by the

Germans who called some others and took me prisoner.

R ANY OfDeh PUICONERS] 9S% B G HOW HABRS
(E] '.-.-|.r._||..l$ *L,..1.{ 1._{:3.'4'...'.1;.-. -.‘ij-. -1--'.':I-.;_=E'-I..-l-] ‘..*__ A : L 'J_I*J' n.i lJI.-;:-{
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snaday ard September.

A Tew more Australians have arrived, also a few British

troons. e are expeciing 10 be moved into Cermasny today.

4th Septembere

The journey into Germany wae & very long one bu$ very

interesting, e travelled in ¢ Hed Cross®train and were well

fied and well looked after. ‘¢ passed ssveral large towns and some

very large Tactories on the way. After 24 houre we arrived at

dunster, which was our destination. from the train we were t8Kken

%0

=lalite, a convalescent Camp where I am nNowe fhe Tucker is notv of

the bes?t but we live alright on it. e do nothing but peel spudse

gntember.
Two weeks have passed since anything of importance has

happened. I am still in hospital and our food is the same,

consisting mostly of potatoces and cabbages, with an egg ocuasionally

and twice & wesk & very small piece of meat. We are practically

vegetarians, I £ill in my tinme by reading and peeling spuds which

we boil while on the Jjob and eat with relish. The weather is 8%ill

very pleasant,

Junday 7th Oetober. _ :

@
&

fednesda

November

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

ring the last Lfortnight my wmﬁﬁﬁ has greatly improved
and I expect to be shifted this weck. -ne clocks here have been
altered and vinter seems fast approaching but so far we have not
had any cold weather.
Zoth Uotober.

A8 ; expected I have been shifted and am now in Dulmen
Uampe tThere sre a great many prisoners here, including a good
namber of Australiasns. *he food is not as good as I had in
nospivtel, out it is edible, and I have received extra from some
gomrades. e sleop in hammooks with three blankets and keep

fairly werm at niznt. Yesterday I went out on & working parsy

cutting trees but today I stayed in Camp and put up some barbed wire.

“0the In PPison at Borken.

aring the last month a great event has happenede
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' | housesa. After about an hours walk the houses became more pumerous

and we concluded that we were nearing the first ralilwaye. This

ﬁgg?uﬁ to be correct and with much satisfaction we ercssed tha.lina
about 7 o'eloeck. It was after crossing this line that disaster
befell us. The night being stormy and cloudy we of course had

no stars to gﬁbg and our only guide, was the fierce cold wind which

we had previously noticed was blowing in a westerly direetion.

After following the line for a couple of hundred yards we once more
set off across country, and it was here that our trouble started.

¥We had not gone far before we came To some deep ditches. e crossed
these without difficulty only to find mors and more at intervals of

about 3V to 50 yards apart. Although the cold was so severe it

proved our friend to a certain expent. All the water whiaETiying

about was frozen hard snd we were able to cross nany & ditch on solia

iﬁaa'a. There was nothing to be done but to push on which we did
under great
under great difficulties and after about six of the most miserable
auR and hard hours of walking, scrambling and erawling over frozen
country, we decided to abandon our direction and make for what we
thought was & wood which was outlined against the dark sky. On
réauhing this we found it to bé a huge mound of peat, which revealed
%0 us the fact that we had been struggling through a peat bog.
On the other side of the mound there was & small railway line and
we declded to Tollow wherever it led toe. This proved to be more
difficult than it wonld secm. Yhe rain which had been falling for
the past 6 or 8 hours had not had & chance to drain off but had
frosen where it fell and had turned the track into an ice track.
During the two hours spent following this line, I must have fallen

quite a dozen tines, AT the end of the line we came to a huge

pile of peat and several sheds. Into one of these we crawled,

absolutely blown out. |
1% was Sunday morning 80 we decided to risk spending

the day here on the ground of there being no worke Ve therefore
prepared & shelter with bales of peat moss inside which we

andeavoured & make ourselves comfortable. This was & rather

difficult matter with our feet and clothes wet not to mention

ALUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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o mention
* the faect that our coats and the bottoms of our trousers were frozen

stiff, However we managed to snatch a couple of hours sleep
before daylight. I was awake when daylight came and woke
Watty, who by the way can sleep anywhere, and we set to work to

hide ourselves more ssocurely with the péeat bales. We were not a

. moment too soon for we had Just completed the Job when we heard the

sound of cloggs on the Ifroszsen yard brlow us &4 as 0ld man passed
guite close %o us and went to his office. Ve waited about an hour
for further events but nothing happening we once more laid dom for
another Sry  to sleep. 1% was a miserable day we spent in that
shad. The snow continued to fall until & p.me but the wind died
down a little and the cold was not guite so intense., At 4 o'clock
we decided to have & bite of something to eat and made a start in
daylight trusting %o luck in getting along unnoticed. Qur meal
consisted of a bit of cheese and some paste and a few scraps ﬂ£
biscuit. Without troubling to strajighten things up at all we

at length made another start in the snow. The snow had begun %o
thaw and it was long before our feet and thighs were wet through,
however we ﬁnahaﬂ on dedging farm houses and taking our direction from
the 1light in the sky from the setting sun behind the clonds.

After #hﬂut an hours walking we secemed o be getiing very close to &
town of some Sort. The sun had seft and with it our unly*m#ana of
direction except the %ﬁ:i places loft behing trees and other objects
by the drifting snow. We Seemod to be surrounded by houses and
our chance of success seemed vewry small. ﬁrter waiting for a short
while %0 consider what %o do we &% length bauamﬁ reckless and

decided to go ahead in spite of the close proximity of the farm houses.
This move proved %o be a bad one for we had not gone many yards
across & small paddock when we were seen and met by a man ana his
30N It was rather a tame capture but in the condition that we
were, we did_nﬁt care whether we were ﬂ&ught or note. We woere at
once taken to the house where we were treated very kindly. e
were served with hot coffee and bread and butler and were allowed to
dry our boots and our uﬁatﬁ by the Tire. After a short rest and s

wash we were escorted to the Town of Velem, where we were taken in%o

& very cosy little room and handed over to a Town Clerk. The

ALSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AWM2012.8.210
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family were home and we were again treated with every kindmess, and
respect, being given the best place near the fire. A couple of
pleasant hours were passed here chatting in broken German to the

gaoler's daughters, much to the amusement of all present. From

here we were taken to & smell lager in the same town where werwere

again treated whth kindness by Frenchmen who were quartered there,
and who could not do enough for our comfort. A% about 9 o'elook,
after a real good feed, at the expense of our French comrades, we
retired %o our much necded rost. "5 both slept well and woke

mach refreshed, and ready for a very respectable breakfast of coffee,
biscuits and bread and butter. From here we were taken by train to
the town of Borken, where weiwere interviewed Ly some German officers.
After a close cross-examination we were at last dumped in a

dinkum gaol. It was & strange sensation, being in a real civil
prison, with a small high window, thick iron bars and a heavy iron
door. One night in here, and we were on the move again and this
time under a guard of two men with lbaded rifles. It was during
this Trip that we had the opportunity of seeing a bit more of Cerman
civil and public life. It wae plain to see that the country was

in a pretty bad way, by the way people behavediin the waiting-room
at the rallway station. Kach one brought his or her own piece of
bread, not being able t0 buy at the cafe. At last we arrived at
Ppalmen Camp once more and we were put into the cells which were to
be our home for the next two we-ks. lexy wmrniﬂg we were tried

by the General, and were sentenced %o 14 days arrest. 1t was
certainly not too nice in prison on bread and water diet, but we
stuck 1T well. ghh da; wae given & second trial and
sentenced to five more days for having a map in my posasession.

Time pessed pretty slowly in prison and I had plenty of time %o
think of iHome and to make all sorts of resoilutions. At last my
term was completed and I was let out into the lager once more.

e were now marked men and were not alliowed out of the Camp, whisch
suited ug slricht for a whilee. About & month passed in this way

and during this time we endeavoured to obtain & good map and compass

L
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compass, '

but without success. Just before Christmas, all number two
Camp were shifted to Hos. 1 and 3. we were not cuite so
comfortable here, but one gets uged to anything aftef g few
months in Germany. The parcels were Held up by the extra
Christmas traffic and we were destined to pass & very poor
Christmas. After Christmas VWatty and I had a few days on a |
working party, bomt were soon taken of? 1% again. On the

7th January, we were warned for a party to leave camp on the
following day, and on that day we Jjourneyed with 28 more men

to the town of Eﬁ&égt where we were to work on the railway.

The work hes turned out to be fairly light and new after five
weeks starvation on German rations. Jur parcels have arrived
and we are falrly well satisfied. During my time here I have
seen & side of Germun life which has disgusted me, but of which
I. will not write here. I am learning Knitting and I have
just completed & pair of mitsens. The weather has been
extremely cold for the past month, but has now bdroken and we &are

having some very respectable weather.

February 23rd, 1917,

I will now return to our arrival in Soest. It was &

comparitively short journey from Dulmen, aﬂbu& four hours.

e passed through several towns, the largest o’ which weie lunster
and Hamm. On arrival at Soest we were %taken in hand by the
gstation Master and marched to our barracks, an unused bottle
factory. The rooms are rather small and we are somewhat orowded
but ﬁﬁhﬂrwiﬁa comfortable., Hext day after dinner we commenced
WOrks Our job turned out to be working in the station yard,
repairing lines and doing odd Jobs. e had a preity severe
hreaking-in both a8 regards work and weather. The first job was
re-laying a big nrnasing with some very heavy 1ifting which wes
rather ftiring on Gergan rations. On the second duy snow fell,
and for a week the weather was stormy with plenty of snow. AT
the end of the week & severe frost set in which lasted for over &
monthe. o an Australian it was & very unigue experience, rising

every morning for four or five weeks und seeing the whole of the

surrounding country pure white. To say nothing of the frozen

.
]
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frogen 4.ovndy
which proved very difficult to walk on. o e I N

always be stamped on my memoryas the most painful period of my life.
As we expected our parcels were delayed and we were depending
entirely on the German Tationé which were absolutely far too
ghort to do the heavy work.on.

Since being in Soeet I have had the opportunity of
studying German habite a 11ttle and I must say I am not too
well impressed with them. One very, very, noticeable item 18
the slsckness in sanitary matters. fhere seems to be no limit
to the smount® of refuse which can be seen lying everywhere and
public urinals in the station is an abegolute disgrace %0 any
COUNnGrye There seems o be no modesty smong the women whatever,
and@ they use the same places #s the men .

I have also been able to toke more notice of the

poor condition Germany is in and the exiremes she has gone %0,
to win the Var. One very noticeable thing is, the taking of
the brass plates off the engines. Among the things which she
is very short of, soap and leather seem 10 ﬁe well in the lead.
Cur Bools are soled with thre%ply wood, covered with strips of
steel and we are constantly asked by the%:ivilim and soldiers 1if
we have any soap to sell. The shortage of men is also very
prominent. Almost &11 the work is done by prisoners, women and
boys under 1O. {lomen can be sean bytthe hundred ingniukérs, and
doing sll sorts of mens' work, including goal shoveling and laboure
in~ on the rallways. |

September, Slet. Soest,
sulte a long time has passed since I last wrote anything

here. The truth is thut every day was so much like the other that

. it has not been worth the troublie. we have been in Soest for

nine months and during that %time nothing of importance hase happenede
The summer has been very pleassnt, and nag now pasred and winter

is apgain approaching. | some time ago one of our number became
very ill and died. He was given a very decent burial and &
collection was made among us for the erection of & stone whieh

was duly carried out. while in Soest I have picked up a fair

ALSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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bit of German, and can now manage 1o understand and make myself

underastoode. The scarcity of food und other articles in Jermany
is dally becoming more apparent and I could give many striking
instances of poverty and wand as seen by us among the people of
this town. we are dally asked by the civilians to sell such
articles as soap, tobacco, choeclate, cocoa, boots, jersays, or
any clothing at ulle i, myself, have beon offered siXty marks
for my boots and ften marks for one pound of @0ap. Tigeis A8
the man in charge of our party and it is8 & common mhiﬁg for him
to take home oruste of bread left by our chaps on the job. He
ig 2 man who should be receiving at least three pounds & week.
our own rations have been considerably lessaned and we do gpt
receive any extras such as jam 8TC., sipply bread, soup and
potatoas. Fwver since coming to this Town twe of my mates and
myseld have been endeavouring %o get & good compass and map with
which to esespeée to Hollande e have tried three or Iour Times
but have been disappointed each time, until about three waoks8 ago
a Ruseian prisoner esked one of my mates for some e¢lothing and he
st once made & bargain, promising to give him the clothing if the
russian could in turn procure the articles we required. This he

444 snd we are now well set up with all we want and intend star -

*®
*®

ing on the 292th, Saturaay.

BN L AT iy %
."J-I.i'-,ﬂ"ii'jﬂz..r Fe g .Jn.r-i-‘f,lgl.. i . " i 5
WW“

¥irast Hight, Sundaa aantember S0the
. — ——

,: fn thﬂ jji';l“:,i-‘i‘: - % {J "‘:, Sl 1‘:’-_ :.-E!:r?._:I f?tnhf‘; -t-l'}ltfa }.-ﬂ-. 'm'F}T ?!F‘l th-

md & hiteh, but after travelling in & iroular direption for

about half an hour we had %o eross a dry diteh and on nounting the
oGher Hidﬂ; very narrowly mipsed being sean by three moen papgsing
along & tragcke. “a waited in the diteh until eleven and then

nade a fresh stagte "mis time everything was alright, and we goOv
along, famouslys ‘e passed under the railway by way of & water tune-
nel and then made Northe The travelling was pretty heavy, being
for the most part over ploughed fields or through orops of turnips

or clover which, being wet with dew, very soon gave us wet

srossed two small railways and about 5 a.m. came O the

Lippe. after following the banks for about an hour snd

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



wils

\ passing/
through a small village in search of a bridge, we were forced by

the approach of dﬂylight to find a hiding place, which we did

close to the wétars-adgﬂ and covered by reeds.

Monday, 1lst October.{(Second night)
North of Hamm. We left our hiding place at 10 p.m.

. and onse more proceeded along the back of the stream. It was &
very discouraging nighty, the?e being no sign of a bridge or a
crossing of any deaériptiﬂn. Qur patience wodd gorely tried and
we were beginning to think we had better leave the river ﬁefﬂra
we ran into Hamma e decided to continue for another half hour
and in doing so wafa lucky, for in the next ten minutes we met a
road which led across the river. puring the journey along the %
river we had cnnai&aruhlg difficulty in pessing a large mill.
After crossing we put on the pace and by dawn were well away from
the river, and in a good hiding place in & small pine plantation
north of Hamm. |

Tuesday, 2nd October.(Third night)

The traveliing last night was much the same as the first
and mostly over ploughed land. About an hour after the start we
came to the line from Hamm to Altan, which we crossed by-means'of

an underways. I had the misfortune here to get into mud over my
boots. After proceeding for another hour or S0 we came on U0 &
road leading in our direction, and while on it passed a main road

to Hamm, and went thruuéﬁhgized town. Tﬂwaida morning we came near
the line from Hamm to Munster, and although it was nearly five
o'clock we had to cross it to find .a place for the day. There

were no woods near so we had to erawl into the middle of a wide

hedge between two grain fields. It was a bit risky, but proved

. gsafe enough, as no one came within two hundred yards of us.

Wednesday, 3rd October. (Fhir&hnhight).

I cannot say exactly where we &re today, but must put 1t
down &8 being some 10 to 12 Kms, west of the Munster line. We
started out as usual at 10 p.m., the country being practically'-
the séme as the previous nighﬁ. As usual we had to go very close

to & number of houses and c¢limb over and through or under hundreds

ALUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL YT T
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of fences and ditches. a P o bit of a scare abouvd 12 o'eloek

by & man in & waggon gtopping just acrose the field, from us and

ghouting. "his caused us to turn a bit and we were BS00RA ount ol

hearing of both him and his wEgFoR. The night was very warm

which made the travelling bad besides giving ua a thirest. Towaras

morning I had another misforiune, and this time it was more seriouss
anme to 2 hedge, and 1, seeing &an opening agtopred boldly towaras

i1t and found myself wp To The neck in slimy green water whieh

agmelt pretty high. I scrambled out juet as quickly end made for

wood, where 1 pulleﬁlﬁff all my clothing and put on

which kept me warm all

4%k Qotober, (Pifth night)

Hear the '.;';urtmin{i sanale fravelling lust nip
30 pleasant bo1Ing hindered by rain. Towards evening
skv became cloudy and soon after we started a light rain
began o0 fall. ! wag aslready wet through my dip 50 it did not mat«
ter very mmch, but 4t certainly did not improve thingv. Proe-
vidence was cortainly guiding une now for we went straight on %o
a bridge over & small Tiver.

Friday October, Hth (Sixth night)
' From there acrose the fields gtraight to anopher big

. bridze over the wide cansl from Lortmund to unsiter. ifter

crossing this we passed on well, but were somewhat surprised when
at abont twelve we came up %o a large railwvay Junction. _'E;a_:gmnﬁ

the line we could seé what were anmistakably the lights of

Pulmen Camp. se were evidently a bit off our course, bub 1% did
not matter as long as we knew where wWe WeIeG. Ve had very little
diffieulty in passing Dulmen and before dewn were well away from

it vor owr hiding place we again selected & wood and settled
dovn among some small pines. 9he nigsht had been very wet and
especially near Dulmen. we wore sll wet through s0 “he asy was

not very comfortable.

saturday, 6th Oetober, (Seventh ni, nizht,. )

dgon after starting luct night the sky ﬂlﬂﬂrﬂd and a

glipght frost set in. The country wag more wilad and the
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travelling much beiter. 7@ had the luck to strike a road lead-
ing west and followed 1t lost of the travelling last night
was on turf roads and was good. Towards morning we erossed
another line, and met what we Took o be the northern end of the
peat bog which we were in last year. ¥e gove this a wide birth,
and befere five wereé once more inﬁtullﬁg in & nice cosy spot for a
8106De We did not stay long however, for a heavy rain fell, and
we decided %o dress, and get under tcome big trees and chance beling
8e6n, This we did and came off lucky, for the day has passed and
we are s8till sales Our position is just sonth Coesfield.
Sunday, 7th October, ({igitth night).
in & German house. e continued our march &% the
usual hour and being fesd up with travelling :-.:-:r*ami country we %00k
aﬁﬂunt:gﬂ of all roads leading V"eat or Horthe. In this way we £
got over a good bit of ground. Ve pasced through a2 couple of
small villages, and were lucky in turning 0£f the road for & rest
for two people passed along the road on bikes. After a short
=pall we aguin followed the road for itwo or three hours, buring
this time we vassed ancther line, but had %o leave the road o
dodpge a Towl. Pfhe rain again bepan %o fall and & strong cold
wind sprang up, which made travelling very unpleasintve Watty
was complaining of a bad foot, which hinBdred him & good deal.
My feet were also & bit sore and Hanlin's boot wus badly broksn,
80 were all of the opinion that we must very socn Linish the Job
one way or another. After getting around the town the ralin came
n very hosvily and, it being Saturday night we decided %o risk
aleeping in & barn next day, and therefore kept & look out for
A
& auitable one. ie found one sbout two miles from the town and
crawled into & staek of hﬁ&thHLFhHTF we removed all ounter Rarments
and buried ourselves and all our belongings in the heather, e
were not there long for soon ufter daylight the men from the farm
came to the shed &nd I who had erawled a little further invo some S
gtraw was roused by the (erman greeting of "Morpgan, schlafen gut?”
and heard my mate answer with "Jah, riel nagen”. My heart daropped

to my boots, and I called out and explained in my best German that

all our clothes were wel. o wére cordislly invited into the
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' house %0 dry owr Glothes and % have sone coffee. he house
the usual German farm house rery Girty girl working like
nigeer. e were gliven we : r & wash and our socks and bootis
were dried by the Iire, @ had done we were served with bresad

L

and butter and hot miik. After f£inishing our meal
.

. to perguade ;ap ox 2% u8 0. It VAR YTa
hin nnderctand, but whether he undcersiood and
our pleadings, or whather he never Iintonded Xeepling us, we vidl
nover kKnowe Yhat we do know is we were told %o go and he salid
he would say that he had nNet seen UB. I went out %o The shed
and regained the vompuss and mup, where I had planved vhem on
being roused, and “m-zi"m:x; ten nminutes had passed we were well away

In return for this zood turn we gave nim all WX BOap,

ome Souve 3 2or which he scemed very

_4-_ LY i-" i

WIIGTELTL »
the nearest wood where we lay all daye
(Ninth night).
In jjolliant. T"he weather whi h had been fine
towarda evening once more be y wet, 80 ' & smsll
discuseion we decided to abandon all extra food, bags, elt., and

-

make for the nearest point ol saieq] ¢ left our hiding place

’ 2t b0.4L And had T Sone
. naa g : 155 1 G)

e

-

Lay

had had beiores he continucus rain for the last Tour 44
rendered the ground almosti 1impagsidie L0r on wo C shree occasions
were bogzed Lor more thafi half an hour. However we struggled on
At nine o'elock

e 1 : . - - e N i - = o b v . . » i T . i e o . ~ ik -
called a halt und y &1l of the opind net we had not covered

_ e
. more thsfli a mile Or 80. » had not been walking more tasmmiive

minutes however after starting again when we came oubt on a good

*

rOo&ds It was & bit darly for road travelling out we were 8o muoh

"l-"";hf i 1 5

gickened with the wet f£ields and climbing through the
Hreu ___.:“w-":,.i":
iteh dargkness NAT we aeglidaeac el 8 L TATK e
good step, for after following

mmndred vards it

nLed.
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long as it went west we stuck to it. “e were again lucky on this
road in tarning to the side for s spell and 2o missinge some péople.
Thiﬂ time they stood for a minute or so not more tham ten yvards

from us, but owing to the darkness of the night 419 not see nus.

Ve were all feeling & bit sore. Watty and I both had bad feet

and Hdanlin had rheumatism badly in the knee. However we went on
again but soon had to leave the road, because it turned south.

Seon after leavihg it we passed the last railway line before the bor=-
der. We now had five more Kilometres to 80 and about seven hours
darkness %o do it in. Ve serambled on through dark hedges eto.

for about an hour, and then the countrvy became more wild with large
WO0Aa8, Jome of these we went through and some we went around,

end 80 contimued for about two hours. e now felt sure we must be
very near vhe border and endeavouraed to make a8 little noise as
possible. A8 had been the esse early in the nizht the g*ﬂﬁnﬂ was
terribly wet and owr boots were continually full of water. AT

four o'clock, after crossing a number of wild moors and passing many

forests we had still not seen any sign of ewr being near the border,

I begen to lose heart and think we had Rost our direction after 8lle

.

¢ d41d not give up hope, and once more pushed on. About 4430 came
suddenly and unexpectedly to another line. i decided torhave a lock
at the map and on examining 1%, my heart began to jump & trifle for
the only line possible for ws to meet, if our direction had been
right was one in Holland leadine to Winterwitsh. Thatever may
happen we decided to follow it. We had a look in a small esabin and
mach to our dismay found what spneared in the bad lizht to be a German
papar . fhis did not stop us, and we continued our very weary tramp
until daylight and at H5.30 came upon & river. This also looked
like Holland, but the paper had so much convinved me otherwise that

I wounld not go into the town. We hung wbout the line for ohite an
nowr ‘snd were passed in broad daylight by & masn on 8 bike. we
at las8t decided to get into s barn and hide wuntil even ing and

then %o investigate but in doing 80 we were seen bv the owner to

hom we were forced %o speak. Imagine our delight whan he did

understand us but said in his own tongue that this was Hollahd.

de directed us tou the town of Winterawitch and we were soon: met by
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& lad who offered to conduckx us to the Military Barracks. 0On the

way we were stopped by some people and taken into their house where
we wﬁre treated splendidly. From here we went to the barracks
where we gave our particulars and were then taken to a depot for ﬁ
wash and come tucker. - From there we went by trﬁin to & camp at
. Didame. Here we were disinfected thoroughly and then put into
huts where we now are and heve to stay l4 days beforeewe go to
Rotterdam.
IN HOLLAND.
Qectober 18%th,
After being inspected I was put in the hospitael for some
reason unknown to myself where I had %o stay a week. I had a very
good bed with warm blankets and white sheeta, the first for over a y
JEeAar . I gpot straight into bed and stayed there all night and next
dey and night. The food here is not very good but there is plenty
of it. It is much the same as Germ&ny, &ll soup or vegetables
with bread and coffece for breskfass. There 18 a canteen in the camp
and from it we may buy, at the expense of The Consul, cheese,
biscuits, cakes, chocolates, and this goes a long way towards
helping us in the matter of food. After & week in hospital

among Frenchmen and two Russians, I was put into the barracks with

‘. my two mates and was much more contented there. Poday we have

. been told thatwe leave for Rotterdam tomorrow snd are all well
pleased, There are four Frenchmen, four Huselans and three
Englishmen in the party.

Qctober, 20th.

_%ﬁ-‘—“ﬂ_-‘

In Rotterdam. After leaving Didam we were taken by
train to ﬂotﬁﬁrdam. There we were completely equbpped with
. clothes and money and preparations were made for sending us back
to England. The people In Holland regarded us in the light of
curiosities but everywhere we went we were well treated by them
but I was very pleased to think that my troubles have come to an
{

end, and + am looking forward to the tine whem I will setbfoot in

Englsnd agalp -~
Jﬂ_ﬁi.f’t £ ;;}

0. ¢
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Name, Rank, No. and Roagi-
mMen.

Ho ne Address.

Plice and Date of Capture.

Nature of Wound, if any.

Collings, Norman Clarence, Lance-corporal,
2325, 10th Battalion, Australian Infantry.
Beulah Road. Norwood, South Australia.

Pozieres. 21st Aucust 1916,

Plain shrapnel wound in the nose (now healed).

[ am 27 years of age, and my occupation before
joining up was that of a fishmonger.

On the 21st September 1915 we were sent to
Egypt, where we stopped for a fortmight. We then
went to Lemnos Island, where we :-ilu]_rilr*LE until the
26th December 1915, We then returned to Egyvpt,
where we stopped until the end of March 1916,

On the 2nd April we were sent straight to the
front.

I have seen no instances amongst the German
trcops of infraction of the laws of war such as firine
from Red Cross wacons, using same for ammunition,
misuse of flag of truce, killing or robbing prisoners,
i,

[ do not know what German regiment was on my
front.

[ was captured on the 2lst August 1916 in an
attack on Mouquet Farm (just beyond Pozieres).

We were ordered to pass over the first trench on to
the second trench, but we lost the direction and could not
find the second trench. I was wounded in the nose by
shrapnel, and attempted to get back, but found the
trench we had already passed occupied by the Germans.
[ lay there until dusk, and then attempted single-
handed to zet through the lines, but was caught alone
in the trench by two Germans.

I do not know what happened to the rest of my
platoon, but I met three of them after 1 was taken
imto (rermany.

They took me to a dressing station in‘the front line,
where my wound was dressed. There was a medical
attendant, but I do not know what his rank was and
do not know his name. He behaved very decently.

I was examined by an officer before my wound was
dressed. He asked me what regiment I belonged to,

No. 1029.
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Velu. Aug. 22-23, 191

Journey. Aug. 23, 191

Caudry Hospital. Anug.

'—C‘JPPt 1916.

Journey. Sept. 1916.

Minster, Bergkaserne

Sept.—ﬂctf 21, 1916.

6.

6.

LR
= p

Liaz.

nJUF )

and what was the strength of the attack, and whether
there was any chance of a renewal of the attack.

Later on they searched me and took away one letter
from my wife, but they did not take my watch, ring,
money, knife or other papers.

I had no food in the front hine.

I stayed on the steps of a dug-out until next morning
without any food, and I was then taken to a small town
called Velu, about 8 to 10 miles away. I only had one
man with me as an escort, and he behaved very quietly.

At Velul was taken to a clearing station and given
some black bread and jam and a coliee substitute
(without sugar or milk). I stayed there one night,
but got mo more attention. I did not ask for any
attention.

The next wmorning thirty of us (all wmlmled] were
taken to a railway station and entrained in trucks and
sent to Caudry. We bad no food on the way. We
arrived there about 3 or 4 o'clock the same day. The
wagon was locked, and we were mot molested on the
way.

At Caudry we were taken to a hospital which
originally had been a French factory. My wound was
not attended to until the second day, when I was seen
by the doctor, who was a decent fellow. I do not know
his name. He examined my wound and dressed it.
There was uo metal in the wound. He was not brutal
in any way.

The sleeping accommodation was good. We each
had a wire mattress, white sheets and pillows, which
were (uite clean.

We were not given a hath until the fourth day, and
the washing accommodation and lavatory accommoda-
tion were rather poor. I have not seen any soap while
I have heen in Germany.

In the morning we got a slice of black bread for
breakfast and coffee substitute (no milk or sugar).
Midday we got soup with meat in it. (This is the
only place where I have been a prisoner that we did
get meat 1n the mmpl At 3 o'clock we had barley
water, and in the evening we had some more bread : and
alternately jem or blood sausage. Having regard to
the condition we were in—that is to say. wounded—the
food was enough.

We were allowed to write a posteard, but I did not,
as 1 had heard that they would not be allowed to go
through.

There was not much medical attention. My wound
was only dressed twice in a fortnight, and some of the
other wounded were not sufficiently attended to and
their wounds started to fester and smell.

They took our clothes away when we entered the
hospital—I heard they had been disinfected—and when
we left a bundle of uniforms was distributed. We
did not actually get our own particular clothes back.
We did not get our boots back, but had to leave in
slippers, which were provided.

We were all British there. I was there 12 days.
I think my bed-linen was changed once during the
time I was there. There was no vermin. They were
very particular about this, and told us to report if we
found any.

At the beginning of September 1916 1 was sent to
Miinster with a trainload of other prisomers. It was
about a 24 hours’ journey by rail.

We had food on the way—bread and jam and «
coffee substitute.

T saw no ill-treatment on the way.

] was gent into another hospital (Bergkaserne
Lazaret).

The accommodation was not so good. We hadiron
bedsteads with wooden slats, straw mattresses, and
two blankets, which were clean.

The washing and sanitary accommodation was
limited. @~ We each had a bow! and had to wash
outside.

The food was poor. We had a ration of black
bread—about % 1b. per day (about 2 inches by 4 inches
and 2 inches thick). In the morning we got a coffee
substitule ; midday, vegetable soup (mostly water);
evening, some white kind of soup which was very thin
and just like water. A spoonful of jam was put on
the bread every day.

We were allowed to write one postcard each week
and a letter every fortnight.

No. 1029—coni.
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Diilmen. October 21, 1916
Jan. 8, 1917.

We had our wounds dressed every third day by
men who were training for the Madical Corps. Some
were good and some were rough. I do not know any
of their names.

The Feldwebal in charge was very rough, and this
was the first time I saw any ill-treatment. He came
into the room one morning. There was a man sitting
on the bed—he got hold of him by the neck and shook
him for not standing to attention when he came into
the room. The man was wounded, but I do not know
how badly.

The Feldwebel was acting as commandant. 1 donot
know his name.

I was allowed to keep all my things that I had, such
as money, watch, knife, &e.

There were Russian and French prisoners here. 1
did not notice that they received any dilferent treat-
ment to the British, except that the French got all the
chances of becoming orderlies instead of being sent to
the working camp.

I was in hospital seven weeks—that is, until the
21st October.

Rev. Williams, an English pastor from Berlin, came
to the hospital and held one service while 1 was there ;
also a German Roman Catholic priest held a service.

The Frenchmen used to have a service every Sunday,
conducted by a German priest.

There were no amusements and no books. We
were allowed to smoke.

We could buy cigareties, tobacco and lemonade.

Whilst in hospital those who could use their hands
had to peel potatoes for two hours in the morning
and two hours in the afternoon.

About the 21st October I was sent to Diilmen Camp
with one other Australian (Private Waterhouse, of the
15th Australian Infantry).

The accommodation was worse. We slept in
hammocks made of cocoanut matting, one above the
other.

In the winter we had very small anl thin blankets.
We felt the cold a good deal. There was a stove in
each barrack, but this was insufficient.

In the part of the camp I was in, each barrack held
about 7o men.

The place was fairly clean. We had to clean it
ourselves, and it depended upon us.

The vermin was terrible, but we got no disinfectants.
We made complaints every day, but they did no good.

The food was very bad. The soup was made, as
usual, of vegetables. The peel was left on the potatoes
and the vegetables seemed to have been cut up just as
they had been taken from the ground.

The bread was worse than what we had in hospital.
[t smelt sour, but we had to eat it. We got two very
thin slices each day. We got coffee in the morning,
soup for dinner, and soup in the evening.

L got my first parcel about the 15th November. It
did not appear to have heen tampered with. No money
was sent. The tins got through all right, and were not
pierced.

We were allowed to write ome posteard a week
and one letter a fortnight. My letters got through all
right.

There were a very few books and newspapers in the
camp, but I did not get hold of one at all.

I saw the commandant, but I do not know his name.
I have been told he was a general.

The military regulations were read out periodically
through an interpreter.

I had a khaki tunie, a pair of German t-ousers,
a shirt, and a pair of very old German boots which were
oiven to me when I left Miinster. I had my own
Cardigan jacket.

The day after arrival we (myself and Waterhouse)
were sent before daylight with a party to cut trees.
We worked all day until dusk. We did this for a week,
and then we were put on to a party fastening wire
round the camp. After this we were sent back to the
wood again to cut trees, and from which we attempted
to escape.

There was a theatre and orchestra at this camp,
and they had music every Sunday.

There was no football or any other amusements.

There was a church service every Sunday morning,
held, I think, by a Canadian prisoner.

No. 1029
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T was not in hospital in this camp.

Smoking was allowed ex-ept after lights out.

I saw no punishments except what I zot myself for
attempting to escape.

I got no payment for the work I did at Diilmen.

There was one man at Diilmen who never went on
parade or on roll-call because he was considered to be
weak-minded. 1 eannot say what it was caused by.

On the 19th November 1 attempted to escape

1st Escape. Nov. 19, 19186. with "u"lr"';ltﬂll‘]um:-:.ﬂ, but we were recaptured ﬂfl‘i“t‘ coing
about 19 kilometres. We were brought before the
commandant and tried by court-martial through an
interpreter, which was very briet. We were given 14
days. They were not dark cells—there was a very
small window. They were about 7 feet hy 5 feet. We
were allowed three slices of bread a day, but no soup.
We were only allowed out to wash. There was no
brutality.

We were then put on to another working party to
cut bushes to make brooms. We only remained with
this party three days.

Block 2, in which we were, was closed down. and we
were <ent to Block No. 1. The prisoners were mixed
here—French, Russian and Algerians—and it was not
so pleasant.

Soest. Jan. 8 —Sept. 29, On the 8th Janunary 1917 we were sent to Soest
1917%. (Arbeits Kommando 30 F.—attached to Sennelager).
The accommodation was bad. It was erowded and
. dirty, and after we had been there four or five days
we noticed vermin, which we probably brought along
with us.

We had wooden bunks in two tiers, sacks filled with
straw for mattresses, and two very thin blankets.

There were two small rooms in the barracks, and
we had two stoves. The barracks were part of an old
elass bottle factony made of hrick.

The cooking was done by a woman, and the quality
of the food was better than at Diilmen, but the quantity
was the same, which was not sufficient.

It was five weeks before 1 got my first parcel at
Soest,

[t was a very trying time, as it was the middle of
winter, and the snow was deep on the ground, and it was
very cold., We had overcoats. I had an old German
civilian overcoat. The other men, who had been there
longer, had received their clothing from England,

There were 30 of us altogether—all British. We
had a corporal in charge. He was a timid man—
frichtened of both wus and his officers. On one or
two ocecasions the guards become rough with us, but
did not actually hit any of us. 1 saw no beatings or
anything of that sort.

" We were given platelaying to do on the railway.
This was very heavy work, We had to work from
daylicht until dark in the winter, and in the summer
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m., with 14 hours for dinner.

We had to zo out in all weathers. One of our men
got ill and died of pneumonia. He was treated very
badly. He was left five or six days in the barrack, and
could not eat o drink. There was a hospital in the town
and the corporal was asked each day to take him there,
but he did not do anything.

There was no officer in charge, but we were visited
onee a month by an officer. He did not examine or
question us.

We had no visit anywhere from the American
Ambassador or his representative.

There was no improvement in the food while I was
there ; in fact, it deterioruted. When we first got
there we got a teaspconful of jam twice a week or,
alternatively, a teaspoonful of honey. This went on for
a month, and then stopped. The bread ration decreased
I]}' about 2 ounces. This was about Jll]}' 1917.

We came in contact with ecivilians at work, and
from what we could gather from them they were in
a very poor condition. I could speak just a little
(German,

I did not hear anything particular, but I heard that
they mostly needed soap and leather. They had no
white bread and not enough of black bread. Potatoes
were one of their main articles of diet. They have to
have tickets foreverything.

I heard of a riot at Dortmund, but I do not know
the extent of it.

The parcels are first censored at Sennelager and then
again at Soest.
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Final Escape. Sept.

1917.

Opinion of Examiner.

30410—346
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The tins were all kept in the corporal’s room, and
we had to sign a book when we put them in and could
draw them out as we required them. Nothing was kept
back. A few of my tins were dawmaged and I had to
throw the stuff away (about six in nine months). The
damage seems to have been done in the transport. One
tin appeared to have heen pierced purposely ; it was a
tin of fruit. I heard of no other cases.

Every tin was supposed to be opened and the stuff
turned out before it was given to us. but the corporal
did not insist on this. We had to return the empty tins.

I have no information as to any men being sent to
work behind the German lines.

When we were at Soest a number of Belgians were
sent along on the same train as the German troops, but
I cannot say whether they were heing sent to the front
or not. I have not come aeross any man who has come
back from the German front.

We have not been getting any bread lately. The
bread that was coming from Switzerland was so bad
during the summer that they changed 1t for biscuits.
They came through quite good, but they werz so hard
that it was impossible to eat them without soaking
them.

The bread was in a very bad condition. I have
seen heaps several feet high in our commando thrown
away. It was green and mouldy. This was stopped
about four months ago, since when the biscuits have
been coming. Gtherwise, I have been well satisfied with
my parcels, which have come through satisfactorily.

At Diilmen the gunards used to get better food than
we did. They used to have macaroni and boiled
potatoes, but I think they got the same kind of bread.

At Soest they had slightly better food also.

On the whole I have had a very peaceful time, and
have not been punished or seen any bad punishments.
I have mot seen any severe treatment of any sort
except that I saw the Feldwebel at Diilmen hit a
Frenchman with his sword, but I do not know what
it was for.

I was never asked to become a German.

There was never any improvement.

I have no knowledge of any camp where prisoners
are not allowed to write or receive letters.

The men who were emplcyed as guards were old
men ahout 50 years of ave, and some of them were
well over that age. Some were invalids and eripples
and not suitable for active service.

From what we heard from the ecivilians the men
still have to join up at 18, and 1 have not heard that
the age has been reduced in any way. Ido not know
up to what age they have to serve.

I heard of no attempts to create a revolution, or
shooting, or anything of that sort.

We heard once that the Kaiser had been shot at,
but instead of hicting him they hit someone sitting
beside him.

The people did not speak of revolution, but they
were certainly very tired of the war. 1 have heard
one or two men say that it would be better if they had
a Government like England.

I was there nine months, and then escaped with two
other nien (Lance-corporal Hanlin, of the 2nd/7th Royal
Warwicks, and Private Waterhouse). We got out at
night and undid some of the barbed wire with nippers,
pulled out the staple, and got through.

We had a compass, a map, and an electric torch
which we got from a Russian prisoner, who had got
them from a German civilian. We had ample food
with us, which we had got from our parcels.

We travelled nine nights. We had no adventures
worth speaking about. We got over the Dutch frontier
without seeing any sentries or guards. We were taken
to Didam and quarantined there for 13 days, and then
sent to Rotterdam. We were well treated, but the
food at Didam was not very good. There was enough,
but the quality was poor.

This man 1s of wvery ordinary intelligence, not
particulary observant, but, in my opinion, quite truth-
ful. He seems to have had a particularly easy time,
and considers himself to have been lucky. He probably
owes his good treatment to his contented and 1moffensive
nature,

17 Gresham House, E.C., W. H. BEARENS.

7th November 1917.
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dtatement made bv Repatriated Prisoner of War.
i kﬁf at Tinun fvﬁﬁEE“]TP #;IL.I

Manuscript Filed With ’FCGPdS.
B .

Administrative Headquarters,

Australian Imperial Force,

"p" pocords Section.

Rank . Corporal.

Name. AR E.C.

Platoon.

Rattalion. (Badbtalion Bombers) 10th Battalion.

S OF CAPTURE.
2

2nd August, 1916.

Pozleres.,

ﬂepgened Immediately before Capture.

On 21st August 1916, my Battalion attacked at 6 pm at
North Pozieres. Our objective was the second German trench, but
misteking the second trench for the first trench, we advanced further
and were “forced to take cover in sh hell-holes, “pgqﬂae of the heavy
enemy machine gun fire. I was in charge DP a bombing section.

At ﬂlTﬂ+fﬁll we retire u, but found thét the Germans had
re-ccecupied the trenches and had completely surrounded us. We
took the wounded men back with us, and there were about 15 unwounded.

We held this retired position during the night with our.machine
gun, but were all captured at daybreak. With me were two unwounded
and five wounded men.

We were taken to a village, then ta Cambrai, and subsequently
to Dulmen Camp, then on to Hemmerstetn "on cntﬂmﬂam# and engaged
at quarrying, where I remained till repatriated. Lieut. Day who
was in the atteck, was wounded.

The treatment me ed out Lo us was TEP sh . The food was bad.

The medical treatment fairly good. ‘e had to work long hours
and in all kinds ol T—r‘g‘:a-.“u;_t*.

T left Hammerstetn on 18th November, for WPiﬂEﬂer feld Cqmﬂ
leaving on the 19th for Rotterdam, when T embarked on Huntsgreen"
on 25th November 1918., arriving at Hull, England on eqﬂ “Gvemb@r,
1918,

MARA

C. MILLIGAN Sgt.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AWM2013.8.210
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COBFIDENTIL AL

Statement made by Repatriated Prisoner of War,
Taken at E%EEH; ZYorthireg
riginal nascrip filed with Records.,
Administrative Hea&dquarters,
Austrel ian Imperial Force,

"B" Records Section.

2nd. Decembe 1, 1218,
REE.NG. 7358,

Ranke. Private,

Name ANGUS « A,

Platoone Noe S

Company e "B" Company.

Battalione 10th. Battallon.

CT RCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.
(a). Date, 22nd. Auguste 1916,
(b)e Place. Mouquet Farm. (Somme)

We advanced against the German positlon at Mouquet Farm at about
6.peMe ONn Aug: 21si. 1916, I was captured at about 4.®.me next morning.
I was with & number of wounded men in a shell hole. at daylight we
found ourselves surroundede We succeeded in crossing the enemy first
1ine but did not reach his second. From the collecting station where
the Germans assembled u 9 of us were taken to Cambrai. For a week
we were harvesting at Rggﬁai} Dulmen was my first German camp. From
there I was put'on Commande' at Bermbeck, bullding & bridge over & rivers
We left there on June 17. for Minden. From here I was sent to work in
a coal mine at Essen. There were 27 of usE There was one other
Austral ian as well as me. I was there till the signing of the Armisticels
I erossed into Holland on 17,.,11.18 &nd ca&me &cross to Hhll by the S.S.
"Porto Lisboa! on 22.11.18.

ILieut Hill and Lieut Dey accompanied us on the raid. The Lieut.
H111 was killed and the other officer wounded. Neither of them reached t
the enemy first linee.

(Sgd)e Alexander Ahguse

witnesse. (Sgd). oboa, A.J o ﬂﬂg&l- Egtl
Ripone 23.11.18

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
AWMZ2018.8.210
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$eNFIDENTIAL.

Statement made bg Re atriatedJPrisnneP of War.
Taken 1in London 9.12.18.
Original Manuscript fiTed #ith Records.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial Force,
"B" Records Section.

Regl, No, 4434

Rank. Private.
Nam'e- B&Gl{, H..W-

Platoon.

. Company. "D" Company.

Battal}un. 10th Battalion,

Circumstances of Capture.

(a) Date. 21.8.16.
(b) Place. MNMouquet Farm.
(c) Whal happened immedliately before capture.

At about 6 p.m. on 21.8.16 I went over the top with my
Platoon. Our objective was the German 2nd line running through
Monquet Farm. No officer went with us, sergeant Roy White was
in charge of us. While going across, we sustalined heavy casualties
from machine-gun and rifle fire, I had got a little past the
German first line when I was hit in the back by a German hand-
grenade and was badly knocked about . 1 became unconscious, and, on
coming to, found myself a prisoner. I passed through three
dressing stations, at each of which my wounds were dressed, finally
arriving at Coutrai Hospital where I remained for a month, and
#as then transferred to a so-called Hospital at Grafenwehr. The
treatment at this place was very cruel and brutal. A Doctor lleyer
#as the chlef culprit. He @as cruel to everyone. I did not
escape, On one occasion he forced me to stand up, and while two
supordinates held me, he pulled my floating rib out through my back
#ithout administering anaesthetics or anything. I was very weak
after this and was told to sit on a form. I sat down, and as my
slippers were full of blood, I tried to kick them off. For this,
he slashed me across the feet with a pair of scissors.

From Grafenwehr I went to Nuremberg Lager, and was sgent
out "On Commando" to work on a farm. I only worked for a day and
a half, and felt so bad that I reported to the doctor and he
immediately sent me to Aidlsbach Lazarette. I was at AdNsbach for
about 6 weeks when the doctor ordered me to take hot baths
regularlyy- I had scarcely started on this course however, when a
sentry lled for me and took me back teo Nuremberg Lager. I rested
in the ger for 3 days, and was then sent out to pick and shovel
ice. I could not"carry-on" however, and had to refuse to work ;
for this I recelved 17 days close confinement. After the expiration
of my sentence I was sent out again to work *at Neuhaus. 1l wag

fairly well treated here and for five months wa mploved on stone-
bre£k¥ng and timber-cutting. I %hen Aent back %Opmugemberg ang

AWM2018.8.210
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was glven two months "No duty" by the doctor, as I was not fit

1 was,during this perliod, visited by a Dutch doctor
who was makling inquiries about complaints, etc. I laid my case
before him, and as a result of his efforts on my behalf, I was
excused from any further work. However, I actually did a
month's work later on at durzburg, but the doctor there sent me
to a Lager at Bayreuth.

After having spent about 3 months at Bayreuth, on the
oth November 1918, I escaped from the Lager. Two others got
away with me, a Prlvate Watson, London Regiment and Private
Hanran, Royal Irish Fusiliers. We cut our way through the Lager
wire and successfully evaded two sentries. This was at about
9 o'clock at night. As soon as we had got clear of the Lager
we made straight for Bohemia, being guided by means of a map and

compass which we had managed to acquire.

We travelled mostly by night and hid during the day,
except when we happened to reach a wood, when we could travel
fairly safely by day also.

On the evening of the 9th November we reached a small
village to the right of Egdr in Bohemia.

Here some Bohemian officers befriended us. They
treated us very well and sent us on to Prague, where we were put
up at a fine hospital. After ten days or so we were sent to
Trieste, where we fell in with an officer of the Dublins, who
got us beds at the Seamen's Home. Ve only stopped there one
night, when we managed to get aboard a boat which eventually
landed us at Venice, We left Venlce for an English military
camp at Paduey where we stopped for about 2 days and were then
put on a troop train which took us to Cherbourg on the French
coast. We embarked immediately for Southampton, and eventually
arrived in London on the 7th December, 1918,

While I was in hospital at Grafenwehr, a Private Nairn
10th Bn. died from his wounds. His leg had been in plaster of
Paris for 26 days, the wound itself also being covered. This
covering was torn off, Mortification had set in and the leg
was amputated; but he died the next day.

Al Bayreuth hospital Private J. westwood, 1lst Tun.
Company died from his wounds and from starvation. I believe
that he was 67 years of age.

At Nuremberg I met H. Ashcroft, 1llth Battalion,
J. Patterson, 5lst Battalion, J. Durham, 10th Battalion, e
t.T » l'flli-iﬁ e . e Pl /
e ————— .__Ef—..‘"f‘.-’_c?. /

At Bayreuth I met Sergeant B%Eﬁ%j, lst Tun. Company,
and Corporal Halfpenny, lst Tun. Company.

(Signed) A.W. Beck
Witness Vivian V.W.Williamg

Yate of crossing into Austria 9.11.18.
A . o5 . Southampton 7.12.18,
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Statement made Repabriated Prisconers &f:War.
Taken al Ripon {Yorkshire) 6.12.18. o

A il — e L —

Original Manuscript filed with Records.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial Force.
"B" Records Section.

15th December 1918.

4435,
Private.

% BECEK. C.R.A.

f}atmnn No.8.

Company. "D" Cempany.

@_attg_linn. 10th Battalion.

Circumstances of Capture.
ﬂ.)t Date 21181161
(b). Place. Mouguet Farm.

On the night ef the Z21st August,1916 we attacked, our objeetive
being Mouquet Farme. I was about 50 yards in front of the Cerman line when
was wounded. I remained here till the fellowing morning, being wounded
both legs, and was then picked up by a German Patrel. I was removed to
ospital at Caudry where I stayed till the 3rd September, and was then moved
to Muaster in Germany, afterwards being put to work in a quarry.

Sgd}! E -R .A.BECK-
Sgd)e. Vivian V.W.Williams.

(
Ee -k
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SO P IDRENT I AL

Statemen 12de by Repatriated risaners. of War.

i T
TT

L URK OH I':]L..E} L.J. l-‘.;.. . 1
Original manuEGTlHt filed witnh Reuurds.

Adminietrative Headguaters,
Reg. o, 1931, Australian Imperial Force;
WEW Records Section,
Rank, Private,

Name, DREVER C.E.

Battalion,.¥@th Bn, ( meruqﬂLrttrs B“‘“f’“u:i.j

Circumstances of Capture.

(&) 224,8,16,
(b) MOUQUET Farm,

Two companies:and the bombers attacked on 21.8,1€6, §8Sgt.HAMILTO
was in charge of the bombers, We got pest the enemy front line and
were held up by M.G, fire and urtLLierJ fire. I did not see any offic-
ers . I tried to get back to the enemies first line. I got into a shell
hole and found Sgt. WHITE and 10 others of whom five were wounded, We
stayed there until morning when we found that we were surrounded., Sgt.
WHITE said that there was no#¥ hope and to give in,, we did so and the
ten of us were taken prisoners. Ve were taken to NEUVIELL and then
to CAMBRAI., I was working round Cambrai for six weeks and was then
sent to DULMEN . I was sent "On commando” to a Munition factory at EHAGER
unloading coal and coke,.I worked there until the Armistice was signed,
I then went to MUNSTER and entrained for i:.“;:ll, reaching ENSCHEDE
on 29,11,18, ﬂrd RCTTERDAM on 3.12.18, I emb ed oan the “;ELTU R EN"

-I ‘ _ LT P n B - -
= 1":.' T.,‘E}..- t-- L L LA Cn | @ = _..'F.- *
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Statement made by Repatriated Prisoner of War.
Taken at RIPON (Yorkshire) 8.1lc.18.
Original Manuscript filed nith Records.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial Force,
"BY Records Section.

ﬁegl. NoOe 02.

Rank. Private.
Name. FAINT, Frank.

‘Platoon. No. 8.

Company. "B* Company.

TESm pe——

Battalion. 10th Battalion.

Circumstances of Capture.

a DatEi BEIB.lEI
(b) Place. MOUQUET FARM.

At 6 p.m. on August 21, 1916 my Company and "C" Company
made an attack on two enemy trenches about 100 yards away.
Captain HERCOMBE was C.0. and Lieutenant DAY wag my Platoon
Commander. We hopped out at 6 pem. and #ere cut up w#ith machine=-
gun and artillery fire, We gained our first objective but could
not find the second trench when we dug in but at daybreak found
ne were surrounded by the enemy. We ran out of ammunition and
about 25 in my party were taken prisoners (including about five
wounded) . We wWere searched and sent to CAMBRAI. 1l wWas sent
to two different Lagers (DULMEN and MUNSTER) and "on commando" at
HAGEN in an iron factory for twmo years. Then I was sent to
Holland. I did not see either Captain HERCOMBE or Lieutenant DAY
after we hopped out. Sergeant WHITE was captured with me.
Treatment was harsh, the food bad, but the Red Cross parcels were
good. Work was hard and the hours per day were 12, Medical
treatment was shocking. The Doctor was cruel and there was an
absclute lack of bandages etc.

I arrived at ROTTERDAM on the 4th December, 1918 and
embarked on the "HUNTSGREEN" on the 5th December, 1918, for
England, arriving at HULL on the 7th December, 1918,

(Signed) 92 Pv. P. FAINT.

Witness. (1613) J.C. MILLIGAN, Sgt.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AWM2018.3.210



CONFIDENTIW

STATEMENT BY AN ESCAPED PRISONER OF

r
. i

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial Force,

"B" Records Section,
8th. -&Pril ’ 1918 .

REG. NOQ. 2365D .
RANK , Private.
NAME , GARD INER, Edward.

PLATOON. No.15. (attached M.G.Coy.)

COMPANY, | "D" Company.

BATTALION, _ 10th, Battalion.
CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.

H‘W

(2) Bata.".Auggst 2ond. 1916.

w x
. (b) Place: Mouquet Parm (Somme)

(¢) What happened immediately before Capture.

It wvas about 6 o'clock on the evening of August 21st. 1916.
that we went "over the top" our objective being to capture a snnken
road near Mouquet Farm. That was ouf immediate objective as r as I
could understand for I heard no definite i{nstructions given.” Indeed,

I did'nt get the usual issue of "iron rations" before we "popped it"

We had been "cooling off" down in Ssusage Gully and had been brought
up that morning and put into the reserve lines, going up into the front
line at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon. There were to take part in
the stunt "Blnd "C"Companies and the machine gumners and hombers of all
the Companies,I saw the "B" Company men but I saw no men of "C" Come
pany and, so far as I know, no men of "C" %Company were captured,

- To reach our objective we had to cross 500 yards. It was
daylight, "Fritz" had been bombarding our lines all the afternoon.
A minute before we advanced I saw the enemy send up their artillery
gignal - red and green light. We sudifered very severely during our
passage across No Man's Land. The Germans opened up on us with every-
thing they d -« rifles, machine guns and artillery. "Pritz" gave us
the pottesti/receptions and, as far as I know, only about 16 of us got
right across and of these some werewounded. There was no wire to block
us and we crossed the firgt line of German.ﬁg_nohas. None of us knew
precisely where Mouquet Farm lay. Our guidanga mark was & waggon, to
the left of which we were told to cross, We reached the waggon and
crossed what appeared to be & partially completed trench. It was not
deep. We travelled up & small ridge and though some of the boys must
have gone 1,000 yards ahead and I myself went 600 or 700 yards, we w
saw no sign of further trenches. We took cover where we were and "qug-
in" in "scattered formation" here, there and everywhere, .

fo P There were two men I knew alongside me -Chester and Steinle,
the—latter a m&chigg Eggggnﬁ The three of us dug in together, When
darkness came, we & to get back to the partially completed trench
'we had crossed before ascending the ridge. To reach there it was "hide"
and seek" from shell-hole to shell-hole. Finally 16 of us mustered #n
& shell-hole 30 yards from the trench. The enemy were in occupation of
. the trench., We had two Lewis guns with us but soon got rid of our ammu n
4 ition. In the orning a host of Germans apype ared and as they had prac-
/tically surrounded us, we had to surrender. We had Sgt.White with us,
and he advised us that all we could do under the circumstances was to
surrender. We were cut off and surrounded by the enemy and of the
16 of us, five were wounded. Furthermore, we had practically no ammuni-

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AWMZ2018.8.210
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tion left. The men who had been carrying ammunition up had been
knocked and the ammunition had been "dumped". We surrendered.

"ON COMMANDS" BEHIND THE GERMAN LINES.

When we surrendered the Germans took us first into their
trench and then marched us to- Martinpirnich. There the wounded were
jﬂeparatad from the unwounded. Steinle went along with the wounded,
who were sent to & dressing staetion. The rest of us marched, under
& guard of five or six armed soldiers, about 20 kilometres to &
place called Neuval Bon Jouval., There we were given a little bread
and coffee and were kept for a day. We boarded a train at Epihy and
were taken to Cambrai, the distance being , I should say, abnut 25
kilometres. At Camhrai we were housed in an old French cidadel,
now used as & clearing house for prisoners of war. Though the food
given us was practically nil, in other regards the Germans treated
us8 fairly well. We were kept there a month. For & week we were
sent over to Ronsoy to work in the fields. Thepe were gbout 200
of us in the gang. They tried to force us to work but we played all
sorts of pranks _ stooking the grain mrong end up, and the like. For
a week they kept us in a barn, taking us out every day and endeavour
ing to induce us to tacka wurk. We were given very little food. In

the end, the Germans gave us up as & bad job and we were taken back
to Cambrai.

TRANSFER INTO GERMANY.

I rem&ined at Cambrai till September llth. when I was trans-
ferred, by train, into Germeny. We detrained at Haltarn some five
miles from Dulmen, From Haltern we were marched sty8i ght to Dudmen
Lager, In that place I starved for three months until food parcels
from the Australian Red Cross Society, began to reach me, During that
time many of the chaps were sent out te work. But I did no work.
Somehow I managed to "side-step it."

0
On Dgcember 12th, however, I was put "on command I was

sent to Westerhalt to work in & coal-mine. There were 120 of us to
work underground 1Myself and & chap named Dunlea, of the 25th. Bat-
talion, got a gang together and for fully two months we successfully
dodged doing eny work. We used to put in the time sleeping in the old
abandoned workings of the mine. The German sentries do not go under
ground, We were working down below with civilians, There were a numbex
of Australians in the gang. I can remember:-

Pta. Coleman, 1Dth.Bn.
Hallense, olst.

" Nash, olst. "
" Dedman. 16th, "
" Pullen, Jl8t. "
" Glark. 3lst. "
" Ether, 54th, "
5 H%ghaa. 54th, "
re /-'i Y ?1"/;‘%

There was a8lso & sick man from the 29th. Aust.Battalion in-
whose name I cannot recall, W_ were eventually found out and then they
compelléd us to work. For abofit twn months I went along quietly at the

ob, Then I began to "play cranky" - pretended I was mad, The German

civvies" soon "got the wind up" and would'nt work with me. In the end
the under-ground boss sent me home to the lager with a note saying I
was notf to be sent down to the pit any more. However, the sentries at
the were not satisfied and they set me at what they called "light
work" « with the sick men at the pit mouth. I worked "on top" for
about a month, For inciting the others there not to work I was pit in
e =(hot) steam cell for 25 hours. There were seven 2 inch steam pipes
running through this cell and I was as near to being boiled as I have
ever been. I went back to work underground for & while, still "kidding
8illy". I wanted to be sent up "on top" &s I had & notion of escaping
I did get away in September S5th. but at Gemen, about four kilometres
from the Duteh frontier, I was recapt4ared in a wood by some sentries
attached to a working command, Clarke, of the 3lst.Bn. and Jock Riley,
& Royal Scots Fusilier, were with me. Clarke was very sick but he
"stuck it? until we ®an into the German sentries,
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PENALTY FOR ESCAPING.

= The Germans marched us FO kilometres to Schemberg whence
a train took us, via Wesel, to Friedrichsfeld., This is a big lager
end military camp. I was kept there for eight days and then returned
.to the commando at Westerhalt. We got a general "knocking about" by
German soldiers and were then bundled into & cell known as the ®mst
house", Next morning the vice feld-webel (a sort of sergeant-ma jor)
examined me as to my reason for escaping. I was handed out & sentence
of five days' in the darkkell. I was not put into the dark cell im=-
mediately. I had contracted piles and was operated on for them, so
they put me into hospital. During the night I was in p&in and called
out fgr & sleeping draft., No one took any notice. So I bashed my
fist through a plate-glass wardrobe that was near. Then I got all
the attention I wanted. But I got the Sleeping draft also., Thi A
went along quietly for about four days and I thought I was "qui%%éﬁ 7/
in", But I was out of bed one day and the doctor saw me. He reported
me to the Corporal who, in turn, repar ted me to the Genmeral, The 18t-
ter bullied me and when I retorted, he put me under errest. For seven
days I was kept in the delirium ward "on my owmn". I was in hospital
for 14 days in all, and during the whole of that time I lived solely
upon barley water. In the cell I S examined by & doctor who pro-
nounced me "fit for duty." A4s a tter of fact, I could hardly stand
up. But they marched me back to my commando, & distance of 14 kilo-
metres., I was immédiately put into the "rest house" to do my five days'
— for escaping. I did it and was then returned to work again., I was in a
. very lov':;r condition. For another 14 days I "worked" - mainly "dodging
Pompey. |

A "ROUGH HOUSE" UNDERGROUND.

After about a fortnight a gang of about 12 of us - Bnglish,
Canadian and Australians- were found asleep when we were supposed to
be working. About 30 o# 40 civilian miners "got into us" with stiecks.
In the end they drove us up on top and we were returned to the lager,
For this we were given 28 hours "stilly stand."” We started it at 4 p.m
on Saturday and were sStill at it at 8 p.m, on Sundfy when an officer
who was passing by had us released. We had b een given this little lot
by the "Feld-Webel", We were sent to work next marning We were
marched down to the pit and handed into the cage at the pit's mouth.,
We were pept apart from the others and things looked very blasck, I

worked on for some time.
L ATLAL &Zf
éﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁ PLANS FOR ESCAPE.

' A young fellow working with me, and I, planned to emcape,
He was Pte, E. Evanson, of the Lgondon Rifle Brigade, The clothes we
had received from the. Rgd Cross Society we converted as near as we
could manage it, into "eivvy"suits. We also contrived to get #hold
of a "civvy" hat a piece. Our newlgarb was hidden by our working
overalls. We rdere working below. 8 soon as ever we reached the
bottom, according to pre-arranged pleh, we m&de & bolt for it along
the main underground road, As we raced along, we knocked two waggons
over and hid ourselves in them, first dousing our pit lamps. We re-
mained hidden in the trucks for 24 hours. Next morning was Sunday

And we knew that on that day the prisonerg of war would not be sent
med» .to the mine  This would give us an opportunity of getting to the
top with the "civvies" who were working.” We did so, coming up unde-
técted end unchallenged, among the Germean civilians., From the pit
mouth we made & wood about half a kilometre away. Wg hdd there and

. washed ourselves out of & can we carried. We had procured civilian
collars and caps from some theatrical "props" at the lager and these
we put on. _

We travelled, about two kilometres to an electric tramway and
the tramfook wus to Sénsen, in a N.E. direction about 30 kilometres.

We walked from Sénsen to Haltern, passing THyough the latter
C
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1&{3; unchal lenged , About three kilometres HNewée of Haltern we
gﬂt intona wood and we stayed there the rest of the day, till 7 o'

" elock in the evening. Then, across country, we walked to Kleiner
Reken, along the road to Grosse Rﬁkan. There was a big bog on the
right of the road, so we went through the bushes on the left cf the
road. We halted about three kilometres South of Velen and "12id up"

from ahout 4,30 a.me till 7 p.m. on the Monday.

L

We went through Velen IEEEping to the roads, and crossed the
Ahaus-Enscahade reilway line gbout two kilometres from Ahle. We camped
the night (Tuesday) in the woods and st&yed there the following day till

.? Pelle
On Wednesday night we struck a "ven" or bog. We had & map and

a2 compass. The map was from a carbon tracing from & German automobile
me&p and the comp&ass I had purchased through the medium of & German in-
terpreter at the lager. 30 we knew that the bog was on the Holland
frontier. We tackled the bog and got through it alright. We crossed
the Duteh frontier at 12,30 German time or 11.30 pm, Dutech time. Ve
entered Holland unchallenged and we knew we were acrosSs the frontier
fron the records we had kept ahd from the map,

SAFE IN HOLLAND.

We went to Enscahade and gave ourselves up to the Dutech police
~“who, in turn, handed us over to the Military. The Dutch Military sent
us &lnng to the Government Quarantine Camp where we were detained for
16 days. We were sent to Rotterdam on March 14th, We stayed there till

March 23rd. when we crossed to Harwich in England, by the S5.5."Stavliia”
under convoy.

At Rotterdam the British Consul fixed us up with clothing and
some money., We were housed at the Harwich Hotel and had a good time.

I visited Amsterdam and we were treated very cordially inﬂaed by the
Dutch people.

From Harwich we came into London and were quartered in the Wel-
lingtﬂn Barracks near Buckingham Palace.

P _om the pithead at Westerhalt to the Duteh frontier we were
26 hours Ectually travelling and we were never once challenged.

C OMRADES "ON COMMANDOQ"

. Among the Australians I can recall as being "on commando™ &t
‘Dulmen Lager were the following:-

& Pte. DRIVER, 10th. Battalion. Sgt. WHITE, 10th. Battalion.
n

NICKLIN, = Pte. McLACHLAN, 56lst. "
2 BROCKES e " . CLARE. . s

" PAINT. " . "  McMILLAW, " "
" MALLOY, " "

At Friedrichsfeld, I saw:-

BRUGE, 10th. Battalion. Pte, AISTROPE, 27th. Battalion.

Ptas, HEther, Clarke and Dunle& also attempted to escape from West-
but were racaptured For attempting to escape, the Penalt gen -

is seven days' imprisonment and a general rnugh handling by the™
soldiers.,

: g 4
rﬂjé{iﬁ?f;;?iﬂiLﬂﬁz~j;;Lf%2ﬁ;f
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CONFIDENTIAL

STATEMENT MADE. BY REPATRIAYED PHTEOI‘*L? OF WAR
Taken at Ripon, vorkshire,. 5.12.#&.

rigina bansuuriut'TTIeu
2 wns B e & o+ 2
with RecordsSe. Administrative Headquarters,

Australian Imperial Force
"p" Records %ectiﬂn.

December.1918.
H'[-..'Eﬁll‘c}i 2163

Rank. Private.

Name. HANMS. L.R.

Platoon. NOeDa

o |
GDI’[’;U! Y e B GGET-

Battalion. 10th. Battalion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.

et il

(ﬂ) " Date . Efﬁﬂdn ﬁugua‘b e 19164

(b). Place. Mouquet Farm. (Somme).

I was captured on the morning of the 22.,8.16, unwounded.
The evengng before & two-company attack had been made on Mouquet Farm.

Sgt. Badger took us over. Sgt. White and L/Cpl. Schmidt were captured
with me. We were captured between the enemy fiﬂ st and second line

We were three weeks at Cambrai and then on 8 working party &t a Ronsoy
farm., My next move was to Dulmen whence I went outl on cmmnﬂﬂdﬂ near
Dortmund, the work being cma1Wiﬂiib. I wags there for two years in fact

till the Armustlc was signede I reached England from Pnlland pﬁr the
S.S."Willochra" on 3.12.18.

(Signed) . No.2163. Pte. L.,B. Hams,

witness. (Sgd) e A.J. Angel. Sgte

?ipﬂﬂi "1-121181
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The Australian Var Records Seolion 1s engapéd jn collegling

material to enable & history to be writion afier the war, lany points

¥

that &t present are doubiful may be clesred up from statements by men

wvho were taken prisoner, These statements should include the man's

own personal experiences, and if any statement from hesrsay is insluded

it should be so gtated.,

Ho. 1854

lank, Private

Nameé. Howard A.A.,

yiatoon, 10th

Coy. or oquadron., "D" Company.

Battalion or Regilment, 10th Battalion

Circumstances oi Capture,

2 el PRI L S, A . ol s Rl o i T -

(8) Date of Capture., 21st August 1916,
(b) Plage. Guguet Parm.

. (¢) What happened before capture?
We started to go into the front line about 4.pm. and made an
.attuck at 6.pm on same date 21st August. I was in the Machine Gun Section,
ind had a Lewis Gun. We had proceeded about 400 yards, when I was wounded
in the left arm, I handed the gun over to another soldier, and showed
him how to work it. Whilst'I was lying on the ground Sgt White came up
and ‘spoke to me, &and told me to keep still, till after dark, when he
would try and get me in., I was lying within a couple of yards of the
second German trenches, and the Germans got in behind us. When we were
trying to crawl back to our own $renches, the Germans opened fire, and
wag wounded in the right arm., I lay in a shell hole till the following

morning about dawn.

(d) Circoumstances vhich lead to capture,

When the Germans ceme out and made use prisoners. Pte Rattray
having crawled alongside of me. Pte Rattray was leading me towardes the
German’ trenches, when our own men opened fire on us, and Pte Rattray
was shot and died almoet immediately.

ALUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL



(2)

et

(6) Vers any other priscneps seen? If so, how many?

Whilet in Germany, 1 met L/Gpl. J .Ardall, who afterwarde die
in hogpital Caudrey, in the bed next to the one occupied by me. I also
saw Pte. Mackenzie, Watson, and the two brothers Beck, Lieut Meyer
15th Btn. Capt Fox, Capt. Robineson, and Cpl Videon.

(£) That happened Limedistely after capture?

1 was marched about 3 miles down a communication trench
I was given a cup
and my pipe was filled and lighted for me by a German soldier.
aken to a Dressing Station, where my wounds were dressed, and
shifted into an'old egtable where I met Sgt McInerney of
Battalion who was wounded through the shbalder a bullet
out through his mouth. From there I was shifted to Caudrey

» and on September 3rd and left there for Munster where I was
and pasced for Switzerland.

Agoount of 1ife as a prisoner of war,

o Tl R T Ta o gl G R Sl SR el

I was then traneferred to Constance for final examination,
which 1 passed on November 3lst. I was transferred to Rastatt and
from thereto Murren Switzerland on December 16th. My treatment
whilst in /Germany was very good, I also received gocod medical sttention
but the food was of very poor quality and there wag very. little of it
In Switzerland, the treatment snd accomBdation wae very good, but
the quantity and quality of the food was very bad.
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M .X. CONFIDENTIAL,

Statement made by Repatriated Prisoners of War.
Taken at Ripon 12 ., 12 18,
Qriginal manuscrigt filed with Records,

Administrative Headqguarters,
Reg.No. 3784 Australian Imperial Force.
"B" Records Section,

Rank. Private,

Name. John Paul QOscar.

Platngg - -

Company. "B" Company.
Battalion 10th Battalion,

Circumstances of Lapture,.

(a) Date. 22.8.16,
(b) Place. Mouguet Farm (SOMME)
(

¢c) _What HAppened immediately before capture,

We advanced against the enemy lines near MOUQUET FARM, between
5 and 5,30 ot'clock on the evening of 21,8,16, We were instructed
to take two lines of trench immediately to the right of the farm
and to reach theses would have to travel perhaps 150 yards.,
Tieut Hill was iIn éHarge of our plateon and went across with us
I saw nim just before we hopped over, Capt. HURCOIBE was our O0.C,
We reached the enemy first 1line and then went looking for the
second line, I was wounded in the left arm by shrapnel Jjust as we
left the enemy first line., I proceeded on but eventually took
cover in a Shell=hole where soon afterwards I was jolined Dby Ptle,
McKENZIE of my battalion, he also was wounded through the knee,
We made an attempt to reach our own lines by crossing the enemy
first line. But we were surrounded by the enemy before we got there
and became pksoners .In all , four of us Dbecame prisoners together;
myself and Mc KENZIE and the two Becks, all of the 1l0th Bn. and a1d
four wounded., We were actually captured on the morning of Appil 22nd
Our wounds were dressed immediately behind the German line, ™

I went by rail to CAUDRY where I was in hospital for a fortnight
I was next transferred into GERMANY , McKENZIE and I being placed
in the BEHGASEEH?ﬁT MUNSTER. In January 1917 from MUNSTER I was sent
out "On commando® to a cement factory in a stone qguarry .I was sent

1> WESTHOVER a railway commando in July 17 and was there until Oct., 22.1¢

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

When the Armistice was signed I was at MUNSTER (3),0n 22,11.18,
about 1500 British prisoners were gent, 6 into HOLLAND .For 16 days
we were kept at GRONIRN WAITING A . I crossed for ROTTER
DAM to HULL by S.S."KHYBER" arriving 11.12,18. My Red Cross Parcels
reached me regularly. in GERMANY

-

(Sgd) 3784 Pte.PAUL O.JOHN,
Witnese. 55%9a A.J ANGEL SGT.
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dﬁﬂ pufr in Plaster of Paris. At CAUDRY I saw the followino
ounded Australians:- ¥
Captain Hu;IigaJ, <lst Battalion.
end Lieutenant R. DABBR. 8th
G 'I::'Ij::] ':-:Fil rlia.LI.LL.._JL{. . lOtil
Private ALTHORP 10th
Corporal DECKE (From West Australia)

ptember 3, 1916 we were put on a Red Cross train and
mhere I was admitted to the Lazarette. I remained
nth and received fair treatment durln; that time.,
the following Australians died:-
2nd Lieuten Ant DAB r". 8th BitT alion. This officer
died of wounds on .16 and was buried two days later
in MUNSTER I Grisrmmra of war cemetery. The number of
his grave 1s 283.

ST ON -lllliﬁ: 16th Battalion, died of wounds

2

LN Ly
uried 25.6.17. No. of grave 521,

.--;‘l;."f.-'igi-{f, A. 1l0th Rattalion, died of wounds.
S00.

Private O'TEILL, C. 28th Battalion, died of wound
Buried 9.10.1I6. No. of Grave 272.

Private ARGYALL, J.H. 1lOth Ba
and died of Blood Poisoning,
No. of Grave 258.

Early in October 1916 I was moved to Lager I Hos pital
and remained here till November 19, 1916 and was tuJ sent to the
Lager. During the time I mas in hospital I can't complain of the
treatment I recelved. The food was bad and Gﬁntiﬂﬁﬂﬂ very little
nourishment. About the first week in November 1918 I received my
first Red Cross parcel. They arrived fairly regul arly after that
date. 1 was acting as interpreter for our bmya at MUNSTER I.till
December 1917. I met a large number of Australians while there.
I never witnessed any deliberate cases of cruelty. I have seen
men sent out. on Commando who were unfit to work - men whose wounds
had not properly healed. I have seen men coming into camp after
norking behind the German lines, These men were in a pitiable

condition.

On December 7, 1918 I was sent to MANNHEIM to g0 before
the Swiss Commission for exchange. I was rejected. I remained
at MANNHEIM till January 9, 1918 and was then moved to HEURZRG and
a month later sent out on comm&nda to a farm. I remained here till
the Armistice was signed. On the farm I was treated like one
of the family. I left the farm on December 8, 1918, arrived at
CALAIS on December 15, and sailed for DOVER next day.

(Signed) 4503 Pte. L. JUERS.

FLEITER, Lt.

AWM2018.8.210
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g}atamﬁﬂt made . by Repatriated Prisoner of Wap.
Taken at No. 1. Rest Caﬂu, DOVER. 17.12.18.
Orig 'inal Manuseript filed with ?EPDPd“

Aadministrative Headquarters,
uﬁurilliﬂ Ilmperial Force,

wil
_L_.- i{,.'_,-l.aDI—"[,.-,u._‘.l u%fitlﬁﬂ-

K -"-11’11"{ . rLva t =

Plat oon, Headquarters Bombers.

Company. "A" Company.

Battalion. 10th Battalion.

Circumstances of Capture.

E F-:r - 8 ™ lfj' -
MOUQUET FARM.

el

1 was 1in the second wave of the attack launched against
rmang trenches on the pright of MO IQUET FARM. We atta;k%
M. ON dhudat cl, 19186, Our objective was the second line
I re JPlEU the first line of trenches ang
Gvﬂr tDWdmeafwa_ econd line. Wnen about hdalf way over
thHdEd on my rlrht leg and put out of action. Fram nhat
I could see the attack iﬂ; party consisted of only one compaﬂv'of
th? 10th Battalion. They had all ngga? over the first line and
nobody was left to occupy the firs trench. Fritz came
into his first trench again from the MUJQUJI FARM side and cut off
Practically the whole company., I don't think many men were nmle*
to get back. When I was wounded I took shelter in a shell hole
and when 1t was dark I made an attempt to crawml back towards our
owm lines, After crawling some distance 1 came to a shell hole
where about 10 of our boys were sheltering. They informed me :
that the enemy was in } iu first line of trench again, and that it
#as not possible to get back. We remained here until next FﬂPHiﬂf
#hen the Germans came out and collected us. Most of the men in
the shell hole were wounded.

g . - - 5
Off'icers set g Action.

Lieutenant DAY, 10th Battalion. I saw this officer just
i - 1 '-r
28 We hopped over. 1l nheard that he had been killed soon after
the attack commence

. 1ﬁﬁt rﬂviﬁﬁllﬂé any
HLJJLLJI o1 3¢ 10n was
founded in the arm. H
He was captured with me.

-

12 48

TR ol e, M3 <p 3 2 B S e
I was taken to a dressing station behind the @ nan lines

— . |

where my leg was roughly set and then I was taken by hGP

ambulance to a village about three Kilometres aaay.u Later on we
moved into CAMBRAI by motor ambulance. I remained in Cqm;nﬁl for
a day and was then moved to CAUDRY where my leg was properly set

L —
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Stetement mede by Re atriated Prisoner of War.
Original Manuscript filed with Records.
Administrative Headquarters,

Australian Imperial Force,
"B" Records Section,

13th December 1918.

Reg.lo. 2688 .

Rank. Private.

Name . LIDDLE., C.
Plgtoon. No.5.

Company . "B" Company.
Battalion,. 10th Battalion.,

¢ IRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE,

(a ) Date. 22.8.16. (b) Place. Pozieres.

My company went 'over the tap" on the eveming
of the 21st August 1916. The objective was & trench about
250 yards in front. We reached a treneh about 100 yards distant,
and went on about 300 yards further, but could not find another
trench. By this tims the company had been considerably reduced
in numbers owing to casualties. Lieut Day amnd other officers
were with the Gﬂmp&n%ﬁﬁ when we went ower but I did not see them

afterwards.
Sergeant White ordered us to retire, and about

this time there were only &about 7 of us together. We found
that the Germens had come out fromgftunnel and had reoccupied the
first trench. We, thereforse, got into & Bhell-holse and decided
to wa it there until morning, as we could not possiblyg fight our
way bakk. With morning we anticipated relief, but this did not

happene
The Germsns saw us end surrounded the shell-hole

and t0ook us prisonerse. We were sev t to Cambrai and then on to
Dulmen in Germemy. After six weeks in Dulmen I was sent tO
Bayrsuth, where I was employed a# 'coal loading' until the
Armistice was signed.
The work &t Bayreuth was hard, and the hours
long but I did not see any brutal treatment.
(Sgd) C.Liddle.

Witness (Sgd) P.Wilkie. S/Sgt.

6.12.18.
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Statement made by Repatriated Prisoners of War
Taken at RIPON YORKSHIRE

origan manuscr¢gt filed with Records,

_ Administrative Headqguarters,
Reg, o, 3800, 3799, Australian Imperial Force.

' "R" Records Section.
Rank. Pte. Pte.

Name. LODGE O.T. LODGE J.L.L.

Platoon, No., 1l3. No 13,
Company. "B" COmpany. "BY" Company.
Battalion., 1l0th Battalion, 10th Bn,
Circumstances of Capture.

(ag Date., 22.8.16,
(b) Place. POZIERES. (SOMME).
AL

On 22,.8,16, under the command of ILt, EEBT we were ordered to take
the first line of ENEMY Trenches, to then wait until the barrage had
1lifted and then proceed to the second line, which turned out to be «
dummy trench, The enemy then surrounded us, We made several attempts
to reach our own line, but failed each time, and then dug in, Up to
this time Sgt WHITE. was in charge, We did not see an officer after
we had left our own line, Next morning the Germans sent over stretch-
er bearers and collected some of our wounded, I did net see any ille-
trezatment, Sgt WHITE saw that it was useless to get back , there was
only about 10 of us left so we surrendered, We spent 4 ord weeks in
CAMBRAI. We were for five days without a wash and were sent into the
fields picking up hay . From CAMBRAI we were sent to DULMEN and there
given work around the camps, We got practically no food at all, On
November 1916 we went to DUSSELDORF and worked in an Iron foundry,
our treatment here was fair under the circumstances, After the Armis-
tice was signed we were sent to MUNSTER and enirained for ROTTERDAM
on 3.12.18,. and embarked on the "HUNTSGREEN" which arraved at HULL
on  7y12,18% :

(8gd). V.T. LODGE,
el LODGE,
Witness., 1667 J.SLEIGH ©Sgt.

Ripon(YORKS,) 8,12,18
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otetement made by Rgpetriated Prisoner of War,
Originel Manuscript filed with Records.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial Force,
"B" Records Section.

12th Decembser, 1918.

Reg.No, <192,

Hank, Private.

Name., McKENZIE, W.

Platoon.

Ba ttalion. 10th Battalion (Headquarters Bombers.)

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.

(a) Date. 22.8.16. (b) Placo. Mouquet Farm.

1l was with the 1lst wave of the attack made
by our Battalion at Mouquet Farm, at 6.p.m. On 21.8.16.
We reamhed the Germen 2nd line, and started to come back, when
we found that the Germans were behind us. 50 we dug in till
morning, when we found that the position was hopeless. We had
no ammunition, and so had to surrendsr.

Lieut.Day went over with us, but we lost sight

Df hlﬂlt

I saw Sgt.Badger, 10th Battlion, killed during

our atstack,

(Sgd ) W.McKenzie,

Witness (Sgd) Vivian V.W.Williams. Sgt.
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Statement made by Repatriated Prisoner: of War,
Taken at Ripon, Yorkshire.8. 12.1918,
Original Menuscript filed with Records.

Administrative Headquarters,
Australian Imperial PForce,
"B" Records Section.

3rd. February.l91941.

REH-NG- 2195:

Rank. Private.
Name. MARA, GC.Jde

Platoon. No«De

Company . *B" Ceo¥a

Unit. 10th. Battalion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.

Date. 22 .8.1916.,
Place. MOUQUET. FARM.

"B" and "&" Companies attacked on 21.8.16, the 1l2th.
Rattalion was on the ledt, and I think, Scottish troops were on
the right. Iieut. COPMBES was in charge of the company. We passed
over the front line, but could not find the second line. We were
held up by Machine Gun fire. Eight of us got into & shell hole.
Sgt. R. Vhite. "D" Coys., was with us. We stayed there until 6 am.,
on 22.8.1916., when the 8 of us were taken.

We were taken to CAMBRAI and a month later to DULMEN.,
After 6 weeks I was sent on commando to BOCHUM coal mine where I
worked under ground for 6 months. I was sent to & coal mine at
DORTMUND where I worked on the surface and underground until the
Armistice was signed. I then went to Munster and entrained for
Holland, reaching Enschede on l 12.18 and Rntterdam on S.12.18.

I embarked on the "Huntsgreen" and reached Hull on
7¢12.18., When I was recaptured after attempting to escape 1 was
I flogged by the German sentry and Corporal for about 5 miles and
when put under arrest was flogged again by the Sentry in the presence
of the Under Officer.

(Signed). C.J. Mara.

Witness. (Signed). R. Solling. &/Sgt.
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Staltement made by Repatriated Prisoner of War.
Taken st Ripon, Yorkshire. 8.12.1918.

Original Manuscript filed with Records.
Administrative Headguarters,
Australian Imperial Force,
"B" Records Section.
ord February, 1919.
REG.NO. ©818.
SANK., Private.
NANE., MOLLOY. L.
PLATOON, No.6.
COMPANY, "B" Companye.
BATTATLION, 10th Battalion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE,

(a) Date. oa.B.16,

_

(b) Place. Mouguet Farm.

At 6 p.m. on 21,8.16 "B" and "C" Companies of my Battalion
under the command of Lieutenants.DAY and HILL, made an attack,

our ob jective being the second German line of Trench about £00
yards from our own line. On the way we suffered very heavy

losses from Machine-Gun fire. After taking the first-line we
found that there was no second line of trenches at all; so we were
compelled to dig in, and during the night we were surrounded and
cut off. Several gttempts were made to communicate with our own
line. I did not see "C" Company, nor did I see Lieutenant.Hill
and Day, after leaving our own trenches. 5ergeants.Baﬁﬁer and White
took charge. We were taken via Neuville to Cambral and then to
Ronsay, where we were put to work in the fields. I saw several of
our chaps kicked, and hit with the butts of rifles because they
would not work. I myself waes hit on the head because I would not
give up Iy o & §el helmet. After going back to Cambrai we were sent
on to Dulmerr/and then to Commando 46 Hagen on 23.ll.1l6 where we were
sent to work in an iron foundry. We refused to work and were beaten
badly with rifles, and kicked, and made to work. After this w#were
treated fairly well.

When the Armistilice was signed we were sent to Munster, and
arrived at Rotterdam on the 29.11.18. We embarked on the "Huntsgreen™
on 6,12.18 and arrived &t Hull on 7.12.18.

(Sgd) L.Molloy,

Witness (Sgd)  166%7. Sgt.J.8leight.
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Statement maﬁe by Repatriated PIleHEI of War.
Taken 8% § 1nun Ymruaﬂlre. D alie

Oxiginal hanuscr%pt filed with necaxﬁb.

Administrative Headgaurters,
Australiam Imperial Force,
"B" Records Section.,

27 th January, 1919,

REG.HO. 2808,

- m—

HANK . Private.

NAME . PEARSON, J.W.

PLATOON. Jo. 14

COMPANY, "D" Company.

BATTALTON, 10th Bat talion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.,

(a) Date. 2R:8.106.

(D) Plac e. Mouquet Farm.

At 6 p.m., on August 21, 1916 my Battalion was detailed to take

the first and second line of enemy Trenches, about 800 yards

dis tant. I don't know who was in charge and I did not see amy
officers when leaving the Trenches. My Platoon Sergeant was
Sergeant White. We reached the first line of trenches and went on

o the second line but went a little bit too far. I was wounded in
the arm and on the morning of the 22nd tried to get back. I got into
a Shell hole where I was dressing my wound when I was taken unawares
by the Germans. I was taken to a hospital in Cambrai and received
Medical Treatmeht. I was then taken to a hospital gt Munster on
September 2, 1916. The treatment here was very fair. I was taken to
var ious ”“mungndos” and worked on FParms etc, and eventually reached
Cor bach. le wor ked on farms here after the Armistice was signed.
On December 9 we entrained for Holland embarked on the "Arbroath" on

the loth December and arrived at Hull on December 15, 1918,

(Sgd) J.W.Pearson,

Witness (3g¢d) 517 A.O0.Pane, €pl.
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TATEMENT MADE BY REPATRIATED PRISONER OF WAR.
qf rl’I'L"[Lu"l" TAKEN AT RIPON (YOR ”"'”*IH_! )
ORIGINAL HMANUSCRIPT FILED WITH RECORDS.

N m

:1]..-"_1 IQHLTHTIET_W] -::J D_‘]}kRTEHS#
AUSTRALIAN IMPER IAL FORCE.
"B" RE C‘Oi DS SECTION.

2nd December 1918.

Reg. No. 4560.

Rank. Private.

Name. READ A.F.
Platoon. No. 5.

Company . "B" Company.
Battalion. 10th Battalion.

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE.

(a) Date 22nd August 1916.

(b) Place. Hmuguet Farm (Somme)

=

I was ca ptured at the same time and under the same

conditions as Pte A. Angus whose statement I have already read.

In Germany I was first at Dulmen and then went "on commando"
at a place called Steeple near Bochum. There were about 10
Australians 1in a party of 75 prisoners working in a coal-mine. rx

I had my right hand poisoned at +hls cual-m,“ and was sent to
hospital at Bochum. My hand 1s utterly ruined.

I was in turn at Munster 1. and 2t Friedrichsfeld before 1
entered Holland - after the 1#ning of the Armistice. I entered
Holland on 17-11-18 and reached Hull,England on 22-11-18.

o

Witness. (Sgd) A.J. Angel Sergt.

Ripon 23-11-18.
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Statement made : at at.ed Prisoner of War.
Taken at RIPON ( YORK th) 1 .12.18,
with Records,.

e

Australian Imp
ot .-
B" Records S

Force,

Administrative Headquarters,
erial
ction,

E
£

Private,
SCHUITZ, A.R.

Platoon. No. 8.

Company. "B" Company.

Battalion. 10th Battalion,

Eirﬁumatannes of Capture.

(a
%

) Date. 22.8.16.
b)

Place. BOUQUET FARM ( SOMME)

= 17011 oF Mottt M P L R -
On August B"and "D Companiesg of my

Battalion at 6 p.m. attacked to the right of FA] our
ob jective being the 2nd line of enemy trenches. Lieut. DAY
my Platoon Commander, led us. We were met with a murderous
fire from enemy machine guns and artillery. We suffered
heavy losses, but took the 1lst trench and were then held up
owing to barbed wire entanglements. ILhe Sergeant ordered

a retirement to the lst trench. fe were badly cut up and
disorganised, The lst trench had been counter-attacked and
retaken. We found ourselves surrounded and hung on where we
were t1ll the following morning when we ran short of ammunition
and bombs and were captured. I was unwounded, We were taken
pack behind the lines and questioned but gave no information.

Sergeant WHITE was taken unwounded also,

We Were then sent in turn to the following places:-
CAMBRAI Lager (1 month). On "Commando" (2 days) at ﬂﬂi\fﬁ@’f
farming; CAMBRAI Lager (3 weeks); DULMEN Lager (2 months):
On "Commando" at STIEPEL coal mining (2 years): MUNSTER Lacer
(3 days). I left for HOLLAND on November 25, 1918. The
treatment was good so far as I was concerned but very hard on
Private F. WOOD of 12th M.G. Company, who was stripped of all
except his trousers and had to stand-to for a whole day during
a snow storm. He had been ailing and becoming worse was sent
to MUNSTER Hosplital, The German treatment generally was harsh
and the food very bad. The Red Cross parcelssaved us.
Medical treatment was poor. Work was hard a nd twelve hours
per day.
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I saw the following men on commando a

were there when I left on November 22, 1918-.

[ L.

of the Black Watch with others of his Regciment.

E IG . TGIGKLEI"T‘, lDL}.l rf‘—?:.t':;ilifﬂl 9 ;:- 194 PI"i'ﬁf‘:ﬂ.t S A J » LHE:X . N "
Battalion; 3932 Lance Corporal THOMPSON, loth M.G. company

I arrived at ROTTERDAM on November 30, 1918 and
embarked per "WILLSCHRA" on December 1, for ENGLAND arriving
at HULL on December 3, 1918.
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