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14.

a. The limited working capacity of the two dozers
N The amount of barricr siores being delivered into

the AO by the linmited dunober of dally L A7 Chinook sorties.

Aust Aviation

a. One OH13 Sioux was in direct support of 7 RAR and was

held on standby cither at NUI DAL or more frequently at a

secure LZ adjacent to Battalion Headquartvers where it was

tasked as required. The aircrait was uscd for the followlng:-
(1) Liaison.
(2) Reconnaissance.
(3) Arty end Mor OP. %
(4) Battlefield surveillance.

(5) Casevac/Medevac.

(6) Movement of stores and light equipment by landing
and lowering.

(7) Communications.

b. As usual the Sioux was of great assistance 10 the
battalion and all tasks performed werc carried out effectively §
and professionally.

A 9 Sgn RAAF

5 x UHIBs and 1 x UHID werc used initially to 1
7 RaR less D Coy, sectT mors ﬂﬂn Aglt Pnr Pl into an La BAST
of PHUOC HAI at YS 523542 on 25 May 67 . 2n Bgdditl 3
following troop lifts occurred:-

(1) Tp ':'f L."I'lgiﬂt;{"r&a wao fl{:}f\,t{r‘l lIltE} th".._- .‘LO on .-—JT 1!.1‘" v f;}?.

:
(2) Aslt Pnr Pl and Fire Aslt Pl less & section were ;
flown back to NUI DaT on 31 May 67.
were lifted
(3) A and B Coy on 30 lMay 67/from YS 507561 to NUI DAT
base.
d. RAAF air was also used extensively to 1lift water,
rations, mortar quinﬂblut ~nd other miscellaneous 8T0IresS
to various parts of the AO as required. :
. The following casualtles Wwerc avacuated using RAAF ana 1
AUST air and in two cases by use F CH 47 Chinook aircraft:- §
25 May 67 1 x medevac
26 NMay 67 2 x medevac
27 May 67 4 x medevac
29 May 67 4 x medevac
30 May 67 ( 1 x medevac
( 2 x casevac)- Dustoff
(i T ETA ) 1stoff §
¢
; 4N Good co=0per tion with the Raal’ was continued during |
Operation Lhribﬂn ' 3



US_Aviation

a. iln Trcop LiEsE nook CH 47 aircraft were used to
1ift C Coy, Battalion v;-uvwa ters and one section of
mortars on 30 May 67 om YS 516549 to NUI DAT base camp.

b. Sorties o ? vere used daily to deliver the necessary
wire and mine the A |

(1)

C. Total amounts of barrier stores delivered by tyvpes
is included at Annex C.

d. Owing to the limited number of daily CH 47 sorties
[
+ A\ o

allotted, 7 RAR was Cﬁﬂiiiiii building an average
800 metres of each fence daily during the period 2!

using two companies, cne on each fence,

. 4L UET o R i e - 1 e d ,
worthy of note that a rifle company can build
y o4

e. 1t 1s b0 o .
1200 metres of double cat wire tyvrx E f*neu dailyv.
1]

f. US Aviation was purticulurly CO Jyﬂfuulvu and receptive
to the needs of the battalicn at all time

Intelligence

Terrain

17. The terrain fell into tiree main categories viz;
padi and flat open country covered with 1] %

18. The first two ﬁayu
humid and no rain fell. f
cloudy with moderate showe:
evenings.,

Mission

19. 7 RAR was to erect a wire barrier from the ARVN
at approximately Yo 523541 to link the RF pl outpost at
and the proposed outpost at YS 507560.

i "'.'.".II"'_'| T 1T 5 e
"'-"[J-r!- :-‘ I -:—J.J“.‘Iu\." .L..L-LL.L.I'

T
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Constant -difficulty was encountered by the pioneecr operators
during clearing owing tu the great Humat1ty of shrapnel in the area.
The task of the Battalion Navigation Team commanded by I0 7 RAR was
to lay out the direction of th b?rrlbr and clearly mark each fence
line. 7 RAR had expected to find enemy laid booby traps and mines
in the area but only blinds were uhvﬂuﬂuurﬂj-

234 A and B Coy were continuously ¢ oycd in the construction
of the WEST and EAST sides of ths f 'espectively. The barrier
coneisted of a type 2 cat wire fence constructed each side of an

80 metre gap. Within the gap was scwn the M16 anti personnel
minetield. Along the inside of cach fence an apron was constructed.

24 . Bach company building the barrier adopted slightly different
systems of organization as follows:-

a. g o i

The coy was divided into six groups of half platocn
strength. Five groups each constructed 100 metres before
midday and a further 100 metres after midday thus, in theory,
the coy constructed 1000 metres daily - In practice the
length of each side of the fence constructed daily was as
follows:-

25 May 67
26 May 67
27 May 67
28 May 67
29 May 67

Total

b. The sixth group was ;m;lﬂy:u in a close protection role
and this group was changed daily.

C. The stores were laid out 1 APCs working with the
coy and was coordinated by the Bn

d. A Coy

On Day 1 (25 May) ! - adopted the six group system
but on Day 2 reverted tr -wi c 2acl , , 1Less8 a section
for protection, to build a separate port] of the barrier.

s 1t is worthy of note that A Ccy's progress was identical
to that of B Coy as in para 24 #

25 o An enlarged diagram of AO shov

..F"
-barrier ineluding the minefiecld is attache

ORIAL

26. Mine-laying commenced on 27 May 67 v

engineers starting at ¥YS 517545 from the HORTL
dunes in the manner described in para 10 up to
of a 100 metre belt of wet padi. T
WEST from YS 515548, the NORTH side

ra 1«

he minefield then continued NORTH
gt tiic padi, to I8 507T558. No
M16 mines were laid further NORTH of Y5 507558 for the reasons
described in para 11.

LJ{»JF'JI{I ‘}J—.Jll-[l:[llr.}._. & % @ -r.Ll'l ‘E.f_:i':.:[.:tllrb & 4w

AWM2018.8.3




L 6

ooby trap field however was Sewn from ¥S 507558

to YS

27 Booby traps wcre also sewn in the 100 metre belt of padi and,
in addition, SOUTH from YS 517545 to the southern tip of the barrier
at YS 523541.

28. Battalion Headquarters, up to 27 May 67, was located with
the section of mortars mounted in M1258 at Yo 524542 and relocated
during the afternoon of 27 May 67 %o YS 517548 where it remained

P i

until extraction on 30 May oY.

Rehearsal

29 . On 24 May 67 (D minus 1) the battalion Pioneer platoon held

= demonstration at NUI DAT base for officers and NCOs of A and B Coys.
By explanation and demonstration the exact method of constructing

a cat wire No 2 fence wes clearly indicated. It is thought that the
results achieved on operation LEETON indicate the value of such a
demonstration.

Commanders Analysis and Recomnmendations

-

30. In the event, the LSM could not land on 24 May 67 owing to
the unsuitable nature of the beach shore. A delay in the arrival
of the first barrier stores was therefore unavoidable. Stores had
to be flown in by CH 47 Chinook and only up to 7 sorties per day
were made available to 7 RAR. Because ol the risks involved 1t was
NOT practicable to move stores 7To the barrier by road convoy.

31 The limited amount of stores being flown 1in only allowed
two companys to be employcd concurrently on construction of the
barrier. Had additiconal stores and more dozers been available 10O
prepare the grourd, 14

capacity by empleying more 1roopsS O the actual construction.

B w It is thought that the speed with which the barrier was
constructed, together wit ightly protection of work completed

and the ground over which the fencc was scheduled to pass throughout
its entire length prevented:-

Enemy reaction
b. Small parties laying booby traps.

In addition it is cmphasised that the repid construction
of a major obstacle can only be carried out effectively if an
efficient flight contrcl of stores organizatiun/distfibutiﬂn centre
oxista. This function was handled by the Bn 2IC through the unit
1Q Cell.

LE P T+ should also be mentioned that on two occasions a CH 47
Chinook jettisoned its load. The first time accidentally and whilst
over the South China Sea and the second occasion deliberately when
the plane was coming in to land and lost power. The lessons here
are clear:- |

a. Look up when an outside load caerrying CHINOOK passes
overhead.

b, Keep well clear of the LZ when a load is being dropped.

H‘ -"ll _‘LjfﬁlilTlAlJ # a8 & _?)-Jr; . ®

P ———— e el
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'he use of : LLOII Ttile unlit with each of the six ARVN post
L

area proved valuable avery night e.g.

May ARVN sent out a patrol
had not come down from
the WEST of Route 44).

fire to the NORTH on
+ Loy would have come

of fighting to the WEST wers
rassed back to 1 ATF.
red that bturga avallable should alway
uirement in order that ground positioning
LEBG 1light: te pﬁ rmit troops at first light
uction in the cool hours of the day.

(Bric H Smith)
Lieutenant Colonel
Commanding Officer
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E? 7 RAR

'-l-l--l-ll'-—‘- S .

rations After Action

1 he () 438 V- G e the souther: anproach route sed by
the VC to enter and/or harass the populated areas of ﬁﬂrthLIT1
PHUOC TUX PHUOC HAI has been the rae’ mortar attack

L0 GOM was attacked by a VC Bn on 27 Mar, and other ?llm&gEB on

Route 44 have sulferc S LLACKS | nerasomernt hy main force,

& L] |
T YR = VYN ra 1
i =":_ l:_-' ‘;'ﬁfr _1. .! I I:--I" ]- e
=

> Madin Dase arcas uscd by VC are the *F““"y timbered country

NORTH of the SONG BA DAT and the LONG HAL 11ato the WEDL! VC def
posns (incl up to CoOy s'gze posn), ca2mps ~"nd food caches have been
] 18 - QU TE he RACH ONG HEM, specifically

che EAST in 5556.

16 P -

;rﬁupﬂ) may be
vestock throughout
mo-liaison personnel
- or VC logistic
Lstics unita of Group 84 up to
on procurement missions 1in

- No main forge unulw » helieved to be presently in the
Al " Eims of D445 hHawge reconinly cn identified in the northern

ba avea and the LONG DAT Joy is believed to be in base areas 1n

[
;...l L= e

I Ak piille 11 the lost waek there have been minor clashes

1
‘.'.
.
ok

the :._Ju
between ARVN end “C ir DAT T and near PHUOC LOL. LO GOM is a
tarzet for spasmodic norier attacks and this contingency should

'.'_.l..l\.._.._*'.: L

1 £ : .y - B
DeE Ol rLAdg Ll

shat the fence is proving
;{ inconvenience to the VC and
taken to prevent him from

ccted assembly for counter-attack
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rnex D To 7 RAR <
Combat Operations After
tion Report
ated !/, Jun 67

.F.L_./__.

i

by

ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS

General

1. This Annex deals with those administrative aspects of the

operation worth consideration when planning for similar operations
is undertaken. Some comments are, by necessity, of an operational
nature, but they effect the administrative effort.

Pre-Planning

2a Wiring Equipment. It is essential that adequate wiring
equipment as dollies (both 4 inch and 3 inch incl, dependent on
the type of picketv used), wire cutters, gloves and windlassing
sticks are readily available. The quantities required depend on
the type of fence to be constructed and the number of working
troops involved. A reserve 1S needed to make good inevitable

losses in sandy and swampy ground.

3. Wiring Stores. Stores such as ~oncertina wire, barbed
wire coils and both long and shortv pickets must be delivered on
a proportional basis. The amount of fence which can be erected
is directly related to the particular item in shortest supply.
Excesses of any items create movement problems to new locations
where they can be used. It 18 best to order wiring stores on a
ngdistance" basis; the "distance" being the capacity of the
working troops involved. As a guide one rifle company with no
movement resources can erect 1200 yards of catwire type 2 in one
day. This assumes ground clearance of trees etc for both the
fences and the minefield strips 1s not a retarding factor.

4. Reserves of Wiring Stores. It is tempting to establish a -
reaconebly large reserve of wiring stores. Care must be taken in
this regard ~s, unless adequate movement resources exist, the

reserve may:

a. Create a protection problen at some distance from
the present working site.

b. Require a major 1lift over 1,200 yards or more, usually
over rough country.

c. To an extent this problem can be overcome by accurate
positioning of furtrer deliveries but this in itself can
producs protecticn problems.

5. Training. To ensure that the fence was correctly
constructed with the minimum confusion it was found beneficial
to conduct a demonstration Ior all Cpls and above. The time

involved was well spent.

Construction

equipments and it was possible to place stores of all types exactly
where they were wanted. Desirably, stores for a days work should
beé positioned late on the previous day because:

6. Positioning of Stores. Helicopters are extremely flexible

a. The days progress is known and accurate locations can
be assessed for the resupply.

b. Any mistakes in type OT quantities of stores can be
rectified before work has to commence.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
AWM2018.8.39
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Annex 'E' to 7 RAR
t Operavions After
Action Report

L s

dated '%é Jun 67
=T O |

N AT W ST DA M
ANALYHSIS REPORT

S T e

PTON T.'IT‘T?,"'?(

e N R bl

Bt ek

T
1 h |

Q'DONNE

Operation.

o i

Mratloll.

|

e e T e e e

. m % :l-ﬁ'r ¥
Construct Lype Iwo cat w

fence from

¢ was conmpleted to
i the time allottecd Ik wire and pickets had
been aveilable, about 1% days COl ]

W et e L

T B ol

3 were fregquently available when required.

- S ke h.:‘ g |

oy worked cxtremely well and the organization
within the cay was a2 credlit Lo The ]

- days could have been cut from the time
of construction. -Stores were |

(E J O'DONNELL)
Ma j
C A Coy
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Appendix I to Annex

RAAR IROQUOIS to LZ gt
until 1200 hrs before
the lack of stores and
clear the area.
ted by last light.

se of unavailability
of fence were

- .

we.s reached.

8 but the other
hrs because

VPTE construct
1 T 1exrce

& 5 ﬁLﬂtIHuuﬂEL.lvurf.
pOS1 'ti on at GR _J_}‘] 9
platoon and given back

A LW S L L S

t.]' |:....- h_:f.-'-.. Lﬁ D

t“'
jut pos 1t19n
‘ence at GR 507560
try To move

no incidents.

1c completed and
”lhlﬂh at GR 507560
1t Pnr Pl and attached
omd for possible enemysabotageof
s 1no incidents. The company
experience of tear gas during
| friendly air had apparently
VG locations, several
foothills to our WEST. The
caused some of the gas to
the barrier However, no

1400 hrs
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Action Report

dated |4 Jun 67

Y OP ANATYSIS REPORT
I LYk r;.-.r*,..':i’u;_b.l‘ nhr 1

| - i s, AL T TR S W =

BV 7T Y T Ty W
OPERATION LEETON

e e WSO O LR ERE S e Sm—"

alioniAO, erect EAST fence
secure fence by night.

uneventful.

botal of 3650 metres of cat wire
| The system used was as follows:

sed exclusively in a

were each given a unit
omplete. The company then
ﬁutres of fence before

the necessary stores
Of completing 1200 metres

f
u}J_

I-. rﬁ ]

L R o ——— —— — T S i

G he terrain required considrable
; by two bulldozers to clear the line of fence of
inndergrowth and timbder Generally the work of fence
ﬁmnutrac*qu vag he.d up awalting the arrival of the Jdozers
which had. other tasks. (e.g. construction of an ARVN fort,
clearine lanes for minelaying).

~ 8 yﬁ d[glriiiiii;};ﬂ Fcod, water, tools and stores
arrived by nheli on tire as regursted. After four major
operations thec company has completc confidence in the

unit maintalinencece

i Use of ALRVN tps "t is not considered to be successful
to use ARVN troops 2s lebourers.

Use of APCs. These were invaluable. Zfhey were used

£ £8C 9. e | . :
alnost exclusively by the coy 21C foxr e laylsg gut of
pickets, wire and otler Aefence stores. The crews were

hen ‘:-'"1':F e11
J..l.{\_- _aAP-haLJ._ et L

e o e —. - — — A . S T ———

in stores and equipmest .,

ines and booby traps.
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Ce Layout route especially for day 1.

d. Clear fence line along route prepared for
day 1.

& Layout wire, pickets etc for day 1.

X Fly in coys and piequet prepared line of
ence.

; Commence wiring.

b. Layout wire and pickets for day 2.

(D J MEALEY)
Ma j
OC B Coy

AWM2018.8.39




Annex G To 7 RAR
uombat Operdtlmns
A*tmr Action Report
dated LL?L#Jun 67

 mdme —

ODRRATION

L T g — W R

Report by Coy, T RAR ¢ nded by Maj G K CHAPMAN.

Duration. 251000H

Tasks. C Coy was to provide protection for companies
employed on construction of the barrier by
providing cloze protection and patrols in

1

utk,_-r. LUill w

Events.

secured LZ. After concentration
Coy startsd the initial clearance
y AU by pl ptls up to 1000 metres
che "V‘fmu sed barrier route. By
Coy est mﬂlxﬂﬂ%d three pl ambushes

]"“‘l.

1'"‘“'J_L_|I-’__, v .[GLILIG [ ]

patrols in depth to 3000 metres. Again
tablisy three pl ambushes ni

, h APCs were employed in
protection tasks whilst the remainder
Sub-unit patrolled in depth. By
Coy provided a pl ambush in depth

defensive. locs close to the
.11 conjunction with the cav

L e E— e p——— = —

28 #ay 67. lose g-::e n of the barrier by two pls

blling in depth. At night
Af”J aﬂq mubup1ed a defensive

5.:-1“-';- tection of the barrier with one
| patrolling and securing in depth |
.mi;wzr of the company. At night
y and Coy HQ provided close protect
rrier while the third pl ucrwgpﬁﬁz
;ﬁﬂrLrwl side the AO on a likel

ot | barrier.
weapons and 'lv out in Chinook
e a1

"-.1' s B el -
comments

a. Continued ni ambushes without the use of mosquito nets
could iﬂﬁ““”?ﬁ the number :f malaria cases. Jince the op

C Coy has iscued every ma ith a face v£il 10O hel}ln;levlﬁtc
the pr obTEh

AWM2013.3.35
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- the AO can becomne
the ground is given
1t handling of them.,

er can become extremely
get into double

ssfully
have b

(G K CHaPMLN)

Ma ;i
OC C Coy

AWM2018.8.39
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL AWM2 3
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ombat Operations After
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fiction RepOrt
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- i ey i - -

nted (4 Jun 67

B f

o

oo .

[ |

N . -
| b -

B e e

% T

I-I

| i 1

i ] 1 " 1 1
L . | el ol e = Wt s B
R i

b to 1300 hrs

NI OO T

L. =d{ 014
. aedh L S N AN B

Z, beach landing
whilst a barrier
from approximately
0. In addition, the

-

GOM 5154 to TAM PHUCC

- |:-,.-"1 17 o2 F 1 I-": !
L ..-'\._JJ L s &L

a8t of PHUOC HAI
of LSM VERON
two attempts due
onditions. ©OSecured L2

L |
H 5 T B R
1 LU LS e

Y E 1T Pim=r | : } " Tkl - P g i
i TN { A % E { . i 4 =

- .-
i T < I———, T 2w kel

wiring partlies using
tecting mine

TAM

metres and
s position could
operations
2 the period of OPF
destroyed.

mT Oy T
r'|1 - .|_~'! 1
b oG L) L RN LN
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task on 0P LEET
TaM PHUQC
ORSESHOE 4961

t 510563 on
conditions
had been cut

low=lcoads
The f]lo
from moving
ted to the
ditions.

4

" ¥

=3 e i
s d A LEL NG 0

—
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Tthe
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= fC] - ] (:_.,[' Il I'oad 1o nmirnes
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:Khﬁtu, and clearance of the
JT‘I"\-"' 1 5 =, ", P ]
Ltagy were to scarch
1

d mines.,. I? eed and
uvtlng o our

=

Fiy Y
:-._-

was carried out Just before
cr did not fly directly over

long but fairly
to DAT DO 4860,
4458, It wes
inesweepers and an
uﬁuﬁh east.

ompaniced by a mortar
PHUOC HAI to 5153
5 1ts task was
escort the dogzers
oon group.

in APCs, (together with
! tbe ﬁllltary post at
n Route 326 moving

i | Y

4

s ng, Rmut 44, then
o SRR the latter
uliﬁmpter
gition in *hu
left on th

 dozers were moved off

yad with mineswecy:
llverts that had |

P vy
el

anded over to

Comnents

T ot s m e R R

P e
] & @ dll S _L'«...-

LNg P s arcsc during this move which could prov
¢f value under LK LEP o CUMRS vod1C Sl «

1

. L
-~ :|

eod 1 xcepticnally close cc-operation between
he & and Infantry commanders during the planning and
executio: " such a move
avoid:

when they use arnoure d

iy

10IlsS .

nders with the large
mourced nets.
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