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AUSTRALIAN MILITARY FORCES

Quote in Reply

THE BATTLE OF LONG TAN

SOUTH VIETNAM, 18 AUG 1966

By Lt Col C M TOUNSEND and Maj H A SMITH MC

LIHE BACKGROUND

The Battle of LONG TAN, in which D Coy 6 RAR magnificently and
successfully defended itself against a VC lMain Force Regiment, developed
suddenly from a company patrol. The patrol was operating NORTH of the ¥illage
of LONG TAN, 4000 metres EAST of the newly-established 1 ATF operational base

at NUL DAT.

The Battlefield (Map 1)

The scene of the battle was a relatively clean plantation of young rubber
with some undergrowth in places., Vigibility was about 150 metres but fell to

100 metres when heavy rain started about 1730 hrs.

D Coy fought on a gradual slope, the final position being a reverse slope

position, facing SOUTH EAST.

The Enemy

It was known that two VC Main Force Regiments were operating in PHUOC
IUY Province - the 274th and 275th. In addition the VC Provincial Mobile Battalion =

D445 operated, either independently or with these regimenis.

In the first two weeks of August there were numerous low grade reports
and indications of enemy activity in the area of LONG TAN and NUI DAT, the 126 metre
hi11 U~y pes -

111l featrme immediately to the NORTH. Theme rang& from agent reports of a

i =

battalion and companies in the rubber itself and in LONG TAN and to the SOUTH of it

to a report of radio interfer heli
I 0 interference to a H13 helicopter over LONG TAN. 2IC 6 RAR

s
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was in this aircraft at the time. This hatter was on 13 Aug; the glide path

M
indicator in the aircraft indicated $3e transmissions were emanating from the

southem base of NUI DAT.

On 11 Aug a fighting patrol contacted an enemy section on the WESTERN

edge of The rubber plantation with one possibly killed.
No special significance was given to these reports.

Enemy Astivity Night 16417 Aug 67

From 0243 hours to 0305 hours the enemy shelled and mortared 1 ATF Base with

{5omm recoilless rifles and 82mm mortars.

The Prelud

To locate the enemy fire positions and follow up in an attempt to destroy the
various groups responsible for the offensive action of that night, B Coy was ordered
to leave at first 1ight.f§03 MORTREPs and other observations approximate

locations were deduced.

At 0800 hrs B Coy found the mortar base plate position for 5 82mm mortars
. - &Il! f[ »
andf/weapon pits for 35 men, 1200 metres EAST of 6 Hﬂﬁn The company was ordered to
follow up a track which had been 1Gcated}tm establish direction of VC movement,
Ihis track led NE for 500 metres, then split into a number of tracks over dry padi.
At this point the tracks were lost. B Coy then split into patrols to re-locate

the main track but they were unsuccessful by last light.

Early the following morning B ng patrolled to the EAST. At 1035 hrs
AMNLA F Banapil .
. ¥ g ~ { . :
Bae-fommt a dug-in position for EQA In the area were 22 T5mm recoilless rifle
round carrying cases. Tracks from the WEST indicated this was the RV for the mortar

crews as well. Tracks from here went NE and SOUTH,

Farther @8earch of the track leading to the SOUTH located the firing point for
the 75mm recoilless rifles. 3 RRs appear to have fired 24 shells as the shell

casings had been left Behind.

B Coy had not left the Base for its task equipped to stay out for longer

than about 24 hours as it had insufficient opportunity to get organized before it
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was required to leave at first light -0630 hrs. Accordingly late 16 Aug & Coy,
which was to have left on xk® a three - day company patrol on 19 Aug, was now

ordered to move out 24 hrs earlier. D Coy's task was to take over from B Coy and

continue the follow-up of the enemy.

D Coy left the Base with a strength of 100 all ranks and effected an RV
with B Coy at 1300 hrs. After studying the evidence of enemy tracks the

decision was taken to move to the NE, bewmwim leaving at 1500 hrs.

I=
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THE BATTLE

D Coy duly left the RV at 1500 hrs and advanced following the line of 4.
fresh VC track one-up.

After about 300 metres this track divided into two tracks, both heading EAS!

£0°

SOUTH EAST, roughly parallel and abmuﬁ;metrea apaxrts

With the evidence of the two new tracks and the change in direction, OC D Coy
ordered the advance to continue but with two platoons forward, 10 Pl on the LEFT
and 11 Pl on the RIGHT;;QH the high ground. Coy HQ and 12P1 followed in centre
rear. In this formation D Coy's frontage was 400 metres and a similar distance in

depth (Map 2).

At 1540 hrs, 11 Pl contacted 6 VC about 400 metres along the new axis of
advance. The VC who were dressed in khaki with NO equipment fled EAST leaving
behind 1 killed and a CHICOM - T.62pm Assault Rifle Model AK - 47. 11 Pl was
ordered to continue moving EAST with the remainder of the company deployed as before.

At 1600 hrs 300 metres further forwgrd 11l Pl reported movement and noise

a
in AK& house. While 10 P1 to the NORTH deployed to a cut-off position facing
SOUTH, 11 Pl assaulted the house and cleared it without incident. The advance

then continued to the EAST.

At 1608 hrs OC 11 P1 (Lt SHARBiTEubsequently killed in the battle) reported
a platoon - size force to his EAST front and called for artillery fire in that
direction. He further reported that he was being attacked on his LEFT, FRONT and
MIGHT and was suffering casualties. As & result of this 11 Pl was ordered to withdraw

and D Coy deployed as shown in Map 2.

Coy HQ and 12 Pl continued to move forward. About 300 metres to the NW of
11 P%_UUETS from the attacks on 11 Pl fell into their area and approximately 20 rounds
of 82mm mortars fell to thenRIGHT flank. At this stage firing had increased., O0OC
D Coy moved Coy HQ and 12 Pl about 200 metreé to the LEFT out of the mortared area.
Artillery fire was placed on the suspected mortar position which caused the fire

to stop. The mortars later fired again into the same area from positions to the EAST.

sl 2
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At this stage 1l Pl reported that it was almost surrounded and could not
extract itself, suffering heavy casualties and almost out of smmunition. Artillery
fire continued to support it with the FOO receiving corrections from the platoon
sergeant after Lt SHARP had been killed. Because there was some confusion of the
exact location of enemy and own troops, fire support initially was not close. In

the event though it did considerable damage to the enemy in depth.

0C 10 P1 (Lt KENDALL) reported that he was not under fire and could possibly
get into 1l Pl to support itsmx withdrawal. Consegquently 6C D Coy (fmaj SMITH )
ordered 10 Pl to attack from the NORTH. 10 Pl's advance met with a large volume of
fire and radio contact was lost; at about this time too contact was lost with 11 Pl
after reports had been received that the VC wera/iiiund them

OC D Coy then ordered 12 Pl followed by Coy HQ to move forward (SE) in an
attempt to get #m closer to 11 Pl to fight them back. At this time 10 Pl communications
were restored when a Coy HQ radio operator reached them. This operator was later
mentioned in dispatches for this feat. 10 Pl reported it had had casualties and
wes under attack from the high ground to the NORTH. It had, in fact, got to within
100 metres of 11 Pl before it was stopped by small arms and mortar fire and then

infantry attackes The platcon was ordered to withdraw as itsmsm wounded were now

Lo

arriving back at Coy HQ (Map 3)

By now 12 Pl had moved left to the SE. As it was impracticable to move Coy
HQ, which now was;nxxftmg caring for 10 ¥1's wounded, OC D Coy organized security

for the Company Aid Post Area and deployed 10 Pl as they returned.

12 P1 reached a point about 150 metres behind 11 Pl and came under heavy
fire and subsequently attack from the area of the house, previously assaulted by

11 P1,and also from the NE (Map 4).

At the same time the Coy HQ Area was attacked from the EAST, enemy were
moving in and out of 12 Pl's RIGHT flank and HMG and MMG fire was received into

the company area from the NE (Map 5)

To help Break up the attacks an immediate air strike was called foz-to drop
NAPAIM to the EAST of the battle areadﬁlthaugh the aircraft arrived quickly they

could NOT see the area because of the low cloud and heavy rain. Coloured smoke

'T{Lr‘t s - Wy ' ,/:" < =
was thrown but it could not get up through the gﬁngq;%; i T e
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be established with the FAC, airbome over the area, to direct the strike aircraft

on to the target.

In answer to a demand by D Coym 2 RAAF helicopters carrying a resupply of
ammunition dropped their loads through the trees "™ right into the CSM's 1gpfé
(CMS KIRBY, subsequently awarded the DCM). This position was in a very small
clearing and indicated by smoke which could be seen by the low-hovering helicopters.
OC A Ech and RSM 6 RAR who were in the aircraft dropped the ammunition as directed

by D Coy from the helicopters which were very skilfully handled by the 9 ogqn RAAF

pilots. The battle was still going on at this time.

By now, with the visual assistance of the eoloured smoke thmown for the airstrike
/
;,the survivors of 1l Pl had fought their way back to 12 P;jand with 12 Plg
withdrew to the Coy HQ and 10 Pl Area at about 1815 hrs. Wukeck orders were given
for defence. For the next hour the enemy kept up a continuous volume of fire into
the area from the heavy and medium machine guns to the EAST, a tremendous amount of
IMG and SA fire from the SE and attacked successively from the SE (the main thrust),

EAST, NE and SOUTH (Map 6).

Artillery fire continued throughout and was extremely effective. The FOO
(Capt M THOMPSON, RNZA) had fire bought in close to the EAST, SE and SOUTH of the
company perimeter. At times some rounds fell into the company area but only one
membexr of D Coy was wounded by this. 4 of the company were killed from eneny gA

fire during this period.

As the situation during the aftermoon became more serious A Coy 6 RAR, wikhx
wnich had just returmmed from a three-day company patrol at approximately 1530 hrs,
aA_ :
and 3 Tpg 1 APC Sgn were alert as a relief force and the APCs moved to A Coy's base
' A

location for instant movement.

At 1745 hrs the relief force left 6 RAR; A Coy mounted in the APCs, CO

BXRERXXXXE 6 RAR mowed with this force as Force Commender. The route taken is shown

on liap 1.

As the relief force approached the battle area from the SOUTH an enemy force
A Ar—0.0_C

moving SE was contacted about 1000 metres to the SW (Map 1). This force was baeut

company size and included a 5Tmm RR which engaged one of the APCs but did NO damage.

After a short fire fight the enemy fled EAST and the advance continued,

snosns/d
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Approximately 300 metres further on a similar group 6f enemy moving parallel

and withdrew EAST.

At 1910 hours the relief force arrived and the enemy discontinued his
atltacks and withdrew to the EAST. The last attack was from the NE as the APCs
came into D Coy Area.

a_
At about the same time, B Coy, which had been ordered to return to Assist

D Coy, after having moved over half-way to its Base location, arrived.

CO 6 RAR, who had arrived with the relief force, assumed overall command

of the whole situation.

During the next five hours D Coy regrouped, Casualties were treated and
A ranrrs
at about 2230 hrsrevacuated to a landing zone by the APCs, from which they were
\
evacuated by RAAF and the US army BUSTOFF helicopters.

A Coy, B Coy and 3 Tp were re-deployed to protect the regrouping and the

evacuation of the casualties. Vhen this had been completed, this force moved to
NS4

the LZ area where the combined force re-deployed and planning undertaken for the
- /|

next days operations.

s
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The enemy met was well orzanized and equipped and showed very skilful
ttle drills at company leve® with control by visual signals and bugles. It
is almost certain at least a North Vietnamese Amy battalion was included in the forc
and that 6 RAR's previous enemy of Operation HOBART, the Provincial lobile
Battalion D445, provided guides in strength, and probably some support elements.
The enemy i1nitially was undoubtedly warmed of D Coy's presence by the contact
with his screen or standing patrol. Although he had one line of fire trenches,

these were possibly dug after the batt

when contacted.

immedliate reaction was to

=i

He then sent out (to the Sﬁﬁdh'iﬂﬂf)

vertually surrounded the platoon with

The group at A remained local

s Qe r

lattee other groups moved forward e

-\._:"

e e T

moved forward. Then groups A, C and E

without wvoice or rent

appa

of training and wehearsal. It could

about a company or

;|
ra

e

le started. T® appeared to be static

hold 1l Pl down with fire from a fire base

two company force which

5 e il e - [y Jhl“:..--'.-w
about © groups of 20-25 (uwﬁ T)
-_,ﬂ-.;'} | - P P -1 - | e R T Y - =1 i
..‘L:L U\_vt..'lin.'..- - bt DUHEE :‘-‘_:,.J.n{:'u:\--h-'J u:‘u?..- ':._.!_._D .-'h—'i'-'J_lrt??
- I"’ — 1
o A, Band D fired; C, & and I

fired whilst B, .

abviously the result of a lot

ve been on a timed programme.

hen 10 Pl attecked the VC on the LEFT flank of 11 Pl, the enemy held
it with fire from the main fire base to the EAST (X) and at least one company
attacked from the LEFT (Y), coming down off the spur (Map 8) The enemy also fired
light and medium mortars into 10 and 11 Fl areas and moved another large force (Z)
in an attempt to outflank 1] Pl. This force was met by 12 Pl. As 10 Pl withdrew,
For€e (Y) went chrougn into the LEFT flank of 12 Pl but was successfully engaged
by artillery and small amms fire from the company area (Map 9).

When 1l and 12 Pls withdrew, there was a slight lull as the VC regrouped.
Then he attacked in Xmmx force mainly from the SOUTH EAST but also fmom the EAST,

NORTH EAST and SOUTH, supported by hec
(Map 10).
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Artillery and small arms fire kept these attacks back, but large numbers

ST

neny could be seen moving WEST, obviously trying to encircle the position.
However this force was cut off by the relief force as it arrived from the SOUTH.
wmom ™ 1

g o QO o R | T = o R ] i o BT o a = S g =T
B Coy reported VC to the immediate Wudl of D Coy's area as it arrived on the

SCcene. This smalle I 2roup 1led NG (ue.: \)

' We “ - R P 1
Dress, Weapons and LSgulpment

ALLAN WAR MEMORIAL
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he enemy was generally well-equipped. Clothing was a mixture of green,
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and his headdress (jungle hats)., H® Chi Min sandals was the main footwear;
3 Foaite PURETRE S & ¥ ST R WY T L, AL R Ny T o vt : g
during contact these were tusked into webbing or carried in the hand. One dead
VC had & pair of sandals and two 60mm mortar bombs in one hand, and a mortar

bipod in the other. Lach man hod 2 shelter, hammock, rice tin, spirit lamp

housewife, cleaning gear, oil bottle and personal items.

Thistles and bugles were carried and used for signals. Line was lald as
the enemy moved forward (D10 cable on larsze wooder ':u:'.f:r:}lﬂ.
VA
The VC and #¥GA soldiers were extremely well armed. Almost every man
carried an SKS or an antomatic AK-47 rifle. All had 2=-3 grenades and some
"orenadiers" carried haversacks with 10-12 grenades of various types. oSamll arm

ammunition on the man was up to 250 rounds, mainly in magazines. In addition a

= T AT P » o~ F - 1 1.8 £ Chram 34 - e T o = I - =1
large number of metal MG magazines for IIG, 60mm mortar bombs, rockets and 57mm

. - 1 = 1 "Tre . TV S ik 1 ] - B e "'l- T TIT a - -\.' T~ = oL i_‘--l TET - T + =571 0 Sy
L T[‘Juﬂ[_lf_u were C:,'_...:.i::!.r_?{_.'.. gempers o1l cI'el=5s ‘-'r.x“q. iyea _UJ.;M L1 Now -J.,-.L.--q-h-}rh'-? ,J_I,Jl-.'._} h_--,j_._a—k_u

& i

weapons, but carried a large amount of weapon ammunition.

-

T.62mm Assault Rifle Model AK-47
T.02mm Carbine Kodel SKS
T.62mm IMG lodel RPD
.30 cal US M1l carbine
[ A PPSh A7 RITRP (0
T.JE}THH el DIl = S L Dunr \sUun
60mm Mortar Tyve 31 (M ?4'%)
& e NI =1 P A% o4l ahi 3
TnL‘.'El.Ll HMG llodel 20=4.5 with u.:-lllEi'lE]_j

Y (a1 TS 1T LT AT -
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D Coy's action which precipitated the Battle & LONG TAN again proves the

ke

3

value of patrolling in strength in depth. By its contact and subsequent develop-

ment3 D

Coy completely disrupted what is believed to have been the enemy's

preparation$for an attack in regimental or multi-regimental strength on 1 ATF

Base Are:

-

9

i _ - i
well outside the nerimeter

Wnile these types of patrols are operatin ,
I_"__,{,L,{{,_?:. .-,:!._ e ana ;L,“,\f

it reduces SE;anleﬂilf the enemys capacity to seeuwxely deploy in strength and /7

A

launch an attack. The chances of detection are very high and it must at least

—~ - w 5

be upsetting for the enemy not to know when or where he will run into a large

O

Coar

paztol ready to fight and capable of being of far more than nuisance value.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

lhere were particular valuable lessons learnt in this battle.

(a) While 2 company patrol is out another company plus a command element

.

of the TOC (Tactical Operations Centre) must be on no more than 30 minutes

;Cﬂ?c

notice to move. This must include the opezmetion (This has now been further
improved by placing a third company on one hours notice). The reaction
force must have its first line haldingh of ammunition and at least 2 days
rations ready for immediate issue. It must keep up with the tagtical
sltuation and be able to move, by air, APC or foot, with the minimum

briefing and orders.

3

(b) All ammunition for VLRs should be in magazines and ammuniti

ition resupp
should also be in magazines. The provision of disposable plastic ma

snould be considere d*unuer the particular conditions which ﬁ%uld easlily

-

recur, it was impracticable to load more than 5 rounds into SLR magazines

because mud clogged them., gimilarly a suitable Tight metal ammunition
Jt .l"r}-'.-".l..'l " ._._,. r "-I"""' . & ._-:- .‘rf’: Ll AR | ;{ >, I-'_..,_._'J- -:,..-;';_ P SEr)

L s f,,-r .

container Which can-be carried, Pr,frTlﬂiﬁiz}Lﬂgiﬂﬂd whicllceh be- attachea
.-'II: .I f .|' .|'Ir ] o - " r - -‘i..‘ y
I" L Claa ey AR Al iLle P oW

to- the—gﬂﬂ, +S-neceded: .

(¢c) When large contacts are always possible, as is presently the situation
; Cou *mopa, 2
in PHUOC TUY Provence, at least 140 rounds of ammunition should be carried by

/)

each rifleman.
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(d) Tracer ammniti

asS a minimum tracer

-

L)

|,_._I'

D

25 rounds MG tracer, followed by norm
tracer. This proportion
back

cont

-

L.l_-

invaluable. Before this battle D Coy had the

bl I8

proved successful in the poor conditions of

ground to show fall of Uﬂﬂt}uﬂﬂ 1S recommended

4= =

gazineSand ammnition belts,
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At ais

itself throughout the battle with calmmness, detemination, 2y and professional
skill. By their efforts they were instrumental in turning what could easily

have been a decisive defeat into a magnificent victory. The supporting artillery,

decisive as 1t was and the relief of A .Coy and the APC Troo ,ff, life saving as
events proved them to be, detracts nothing from D Coy's very commendable
ellﬂ*nwﬂcnié*vral command and cantrol was good

There is no doubt that our training, organization and equipment is

“Whinan
generally adequate, tho*;;dim;ravemantﬂ are needed.

The battle showed no need to chaﬂgefpffthc pattermn of operations then
existing but the meeting of such a large force emphasized the need to keep the
battalion balanced and, when operating as a battalion, the need to keep companies
reasonably close together to provide when the need arises,

while this magnitude of engagement exists, and it still does, forces
must move 1n g minimum of company strength to ensure adequate security. Platoon
patrols are acceptable, but their operations must be limited in distance,
depending on terrain, so that they at all times can be supported quickly by the
remainder of the company.

This was a greal victory. The lessons and experience gained providec
a very sound basis for subsequent successful operations, the most recent of which
was the disruption of a major VC ambush operation on 17 Feb 67.
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