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FROM MIDDLE I 22/9/1dy

Italy' Septeuber 17th. Carrying highly inflamsble cargo = possibly petrol in
druns and smsmmition = a 2,000 ton moter vessel which was creeping down the
dristic cosst bound appevently for a port in the vi
was sunk by en airoreft of an Austrelisn Wellington squadron esr]
mornin The wellington which we tained by 416363 W/0 MR
est, South. Austral ws on anti-ghipping patrol of the upper
srt of the Western idristic Coast when st one point 1t made contact with
seattered south bound eonvoy con
allor nuber of escort cre ing out one cargo ship the Wimpy
shadowed it for & howr and 2 ime it wes between 5 and 6
miles off the osst opposi iest decided to meke
the attack, Flsres were dvopped illuminati
stick of beubs was sent down streddling the target.
happencd then the rear gumer sow slow near one of
firing at the Wellington ! fow o
imnediately ceos: or eireld 3 " out seeing
further evidence of dameg ¥ resuied pat 3 resched
the northern extreaity of its patrol aree when looking beck,
fullove tongue of flame lighting wp
skye e al 3 1 flew soutiwerd spproaching the ship
fire grew in intensity and whem the vimpy resched the scene of stteck, the
vessel was a mass of Flames from stam o stern with ihi 11 of suoke rising
£t cbove dte At 1 there were fresh explosions which belched
out more flawe and smoke s VWhen the Wellington returned to base, the orew
learned thet snother eircreft to the sime squadron which wes over the motor
vessel when it first blew up wae tossed into the sir with an involuntery
goin of height st o rate of 3,000 £t per minute. Purther confirmation
of the sinking of the ship ceme from the Navy later that moming. In
addition t riest, those who tool 3 n most successful
were 425782 F/S P.w.Pettitt Second pilot of Mommen, N.S.¥e, 413705 F/

Peiright, navigator of Norrabeen, N.S.V., 412696 ¥/0 L.M,Richerds,

of Lismore, W.S.W., 420113 /0 aker, Wop/Ag of Wentworthville,







