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He was on No. 12 Course at Lindfield, N.S.W., He left iustralia
in April, 1941, on the "Awatea" for Ceneda vhere he trained at Winnipeg
and MacDonald. He arrived in England in the Warwick Castle in November,
1941, end wes posted to No. 23 0.T.U., Pershore.

While at Pershore, Chapmen did his first two operations, the
1000-bober raids on Cologne and Essen. Ho flew on both oceasions with

a screen crews, At 23 0.T.U., Chapmen crewed up with an American pilot,
Elight Sergesnt 4. V. RIICEIE, of Sydney, observer; Sergesnt D. V. BEATTIE,
of Hobart, Tasmania, wireless operator/air gunmer; and Flight Sergeant P.
BELL, of Western Austrelia, rear gunner, They were posted on June 2} to
No. 150 Wellington Squadron at Snaith.

Sergeant CHAPMAN did 13 operations with this crew. On the 13th,
Flight Sergeant BELL was killed and Sergeant BEATTIE injured. This wes
in August in a raid on Mainz. The Wellingtom was hit on the outwerd
flight by flak, which demaged the electricel system making the bomb re-
lease u/s, Uneware of this, the pilot pressed on and ran in over the
target. The crew were under the impression that the bombs were dropped.
On the way back, 50 miles from the Dutch coast the enemy fighter ceme up
from undernestn and opened fire,

"He blew us tc pieces, tore holes right down the fuselage®, said
Sergeant CFAPMAN.,  *He killed the reer gubmer instantly and riddled BEATTTE
with lead. The chserver was dedging in end out between the bullets and
cannon. "

Sergeant Chapmen ard Flight Sergeent Ritchie 1ifted Sergeant Beettie
from the estro dom : had ending end took him back to his

*He never complained once," Sergeent Chepmen seid. s erms and
hands were riddled with bullets, his skull was full of shrapnel end he hed
a bullet near his brain, but he stusk it out fully conscious all the way
home,"

Sergeant CHAFMAN took over the wireless and begen sending out 5.0.S.
to the A.S.R. ®I thought I hed forgotten all my wireless® he said "but I
found the S.0.S. all right'.

The fire from the enemy aircraft had put the starboard enginme out
of action and they were flying on one mofor. Forty miles from the coast
the petrol guages begen to show mil, They were right out of fuel as they
reached the coast cnd erash landed at Coltishall.

"We didn't know till they lifted the kite up next day thet we had
lended on cens of explosive incendiaries®, Ch n said. age
was hanging in ribbons. The Wellingtons take an ewful beating."

The pilot was ewerded the D.F.C. and Sergesnt Chepmen's part in the
sction was later mentioned in the citution for his D.F.M.

An R.A.F. rear gumner end wireless operatér/sir gumner then joined
the crew and they did 14 more operations together. On a later raid, on
\au5e0r DasSEEOTT, on -10/13th September, 1942, they shot down two JUSS's in four
mimites. This action won Sergeant CHARMAN his immediate award.

The Wellington wes on the way to the target about five miles in-
side the Dutch coast. The first JUSS eame in on the starboard beam.
Sergeant CHAPMAN saw the fighter coming in end opened fire at 200 yards.

"I pave him 300 rounds® he said, "He d4idn't open fire, FHe didn't
have a chance.
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"He burst into flames and as he went down, the rear gumner put a burst in.
We saw him hit the ground and break in two."

From 14,000 feet the Wellington's crew could see the enemy
fighter serodrome beneath them 1it up, =nd the JU's teking of:
minutes later the second came in on the starboard beam. "I g
a short burst but the reer gunmer gave him 600 rounds", Sergeant Chapman
said. The JU broke away without firong and they watched it hit the
ground and explode. The Wellington went on and bombed the target.

"There are fighters and flek all the tims. You get simply
peppsred®, Ghapmen said, Four trips after they shot down the JU's the
crew dameged an Mell0, They were attacked over oscupied "rance on the
way back from Essen., "The ME up from underneath and fired a bur:
which blew thres cannon holes in the fuseloge. We broke avay and it
peeled up over the front of us and I got a fairly long burst®, Chapman
saide

The enemy aircreft dropped amy suddenly into cloud., The
Wellington's crew were unhurt. "As Soon s we saw the cannon fire go
to purt and missed the worst of it," he
got th: gh the bomd doora end out through
didn't stc'z'

ant Ch finishod his verations on September 30,
ur iacludes raide on Bremen, Essen, Cologne, Dusseldorf

Oanabruck, and five

nd last minslaying trip Flight Sergeant Ritchie,

the observer, % by flak from a flsk ship. "We Were right down

on the water®, Sergeant Cr=wman smid, mie flew right over two of them,

a cannon shell hit the side of the kite and blew the batteries to pieces.
ece of shrapnel hit the observer.”

There are about 30 Australians in Ne. 150 Sguedron.
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