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U=BOAT R0YED

Teking such sherp evesive action that one of hi.‘l erew was knocked
unconscious, the Captain of a Coastal Command R, underland outwitted
the gunners of a Germen U=boet end made two low-level depth charge attacks

on it, destroying the enemy. After the U-boat hed blown up, survivers were
seen in the water,

The Sunderland, ceptained by 21 years old F/Lt. R.D. Lucas, of Sy
wes on enti~sulmerine patrol seversl mundred miles west of Lreland when the front
gunner spotted the weke end coming tower of a U=boat on the surface,

Although the flying-bost attempted to make use o

pertisl cloud cover, the
eneny sighted it and opened fire with all gns at 3,

yerds range,

"The flak appeared as a continuous stream from six cennons interspersed
with machine gun tracer," seid ¥/Lt. Lucas, "Instead of aiming at us, the
eneny put up & box barrage ugh vhich we would have to pass to make an attack,

"I mede as though to climb sbove the barrage and them, whenthe U—bOut lifted
it, I promptly dived under, It was violent evasive action all right and it

Sh°§§ up some of the erew -~ my navigator was thrown arcund so ‘.J.c).cntl\, he was
kno!

‘mt ~= but it was effective."

ge, the Sunderlend's front gumner, F/Sgte SDOONDS,
of Grimeby, Lincs., retumed the enemy fire with immediete and tex'nfic effect,
t 400 yards, the U~boat attemwted avoiding action with a sharp turn to port

end at 200 yards the enemy's fire was silenced,

"We swept over at 50 foot," Said F/Lt. Lucss, "and 8s my boub f ir:.nb switch
vent unserviceable, the depth

RENTICE, of Sydney, who took his time from me, This :u,i.c.. fell
y s"wx‘t, but a3 we flew over we could See the effect of the front gunner's

shooting, On and around the conning tower there were ten bodies md no sign
of life at ell,

"the y~boat, however, sppeared undamaged, and we promptly circled for a

second attack, This tine, the depth charges exploded on esch side, slightly
sbaft of the comning tower,

“We were circling once again to teke pictures when a mimite after the attack,
en explosion was seen in the U=boat, which simply disintegrated, leaving a

large patch of oil on the surface and a litter of wreckage, debris and bodies, both
alive and deadl,

A8 it had been the navigator who was preparing to photogreph the attack before
he wes knocked unconscious by the evasive action, no photogrephs were taken,

Although the Sunderlend belonged to an

RiA.AF. Squadron of the Comnand, the
erew comprised Engl:

nen and & Cenadien as well as Australiens,

Before the war,

he Captain was in a Sydney real estate office, the first
pilot vorked in a benk,

the front gunner was e dence band musician, and the

, of Burwood, Victoris, wes an nu)urnnce cler end
od 83 & good "probeble” for iustralials post war Test Netch
s wicketekeeper,




It was exciting " said the f ganner, voicing
the feelings of all the ¢ c)ew, “but above all, it was some compensation
for the hours we have in’on patrol over the Atlantic and seen nothing,
This nekes you feel it 211 been worth while and we all hope it's
only the first of many U=boats,"

; together 8s a crew for about three months," seid
d the sunderland
28 to have brought us
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For Australian

To be read in conjunction with Air Ministry Bulletin on U-boat
sinking held for release in London Sunday papers (5/3/44).«

Not _to be published before Air iinistry Bulletin
(13136) dated 4/3/kk.

R Bulletin No. 347
SEVEN

Seven peace-time clerks were included in the crew of a Coastal Command
R.A.A.F, Sunderland which recently sapk a U-boat in the Atlantic after evading
a formidable box barrage of flak iy

The captain of the Sunderlend, Flight Lieutenant R.D. Lucas, was
a clerk in a Sydney real estate office and the first pilot, Flying Officer
R.H. Prentice, worked in sSydney bank. They travelled together to Canada
for training under the Bupire scheme. Although originally posted to different
squadrons they ceme together again when they crossed the Atlantic.

The navigator, Flight Sergeant C.D. Bremmer of Melbourne, was an
insurance clerk, and his companion in the gelley helping to take photographs
of the "kill" during the Sunderland's violent evasive action was Flying Officer

Roberts, air gunner, who was a costing clerk in Adelaide before enlisting,

Flight Sergeant W.J. Darcey of Leaderville, Western Australia, was
a clerk with a firm of agricultural machinery merchsnts and Flight Sergeant
S.T.G. Bunnett was a clerk in Ferntree Gully, Victoria.

The Canadian member of the crew, Sergeant Brannen of Wood's Harbour,
Nova Scotia, is another bank clerk.

The front-gunner, who silenced the U-boat's gunners by accurate and
well-timed fire during the run-in, killing or wounding 10 men on the enemy's

conning tower platform, was a saxophinist in a dance bend in peace-time. He was
Flight Sergeant G.H. Simmonds, R.A.F. of Grimsby, England.

Thrown violently to the deck during strong evasive action F/Sgt. Colin

Bremner, & well known Australian cricketer, was knocked unconscious and
missed photographing the first attack on a U-boat which was destroyed.

"As soon as action stations sounded," he said, "I went amidships to
teke photographs of the attack with a hand cemera, An air gumner, Flying

Officer Roberts, was in the galley cooking & meal but he threw it overboard




immediatelys It was just as well,for the next thing we lmew there was a

terrific barrage and the captein’threw the flying-boat sbout so violently

we were thrown © the deck.

"I was knocked out for a time and missed the first attack but

ing Officer Roberts helped me up and I recovered im time to grabthe
camera and 'shoot! the second attack which ended the U-boat blowing up".




