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Qr’m:ped straight down for 30 feet. It was all \"mx!-l:inou and shored,
s Was the tumnel, To do this we stl" the

unde.rgro\md ‘pumpin
on air pump ond smy ',,lea it down, on old tins we made an
secret intake in a disused chimm d was teken along with a trensferable nozsle,
foot by foot a5 the tumel progressed, buried under the railway tracks on the tunnel
floor,

Oh yes, ebout this reilway. Ve also dug an underground workshdp where
we assembled Wooden fydis...for shoring the tumnel and built wooden railwey lines
and trollies with flanged and metel tyred wheels for tunnel transport, It was in
taree sections - you had to changs trucks trice to got the full length &f the tunnel -
the trucks were hauled brokwards snd forwerds by o rope,

The tunnel itself was about two feet square ~ pretly eramped for working i

and the boys digging used to work naked or in the hated long underpents, Olo
would have hsmpered them, and dirt steins would have given the show away, but it wes
easy for then to slip round to & bathroom where we'd rigged up & Qx.owa Argiierug
sand off their bodies and out of their hair, One lad, lyi 5! X

y &t the send mmik while his No, 2 lying just Le“iml, pass:
fearly every day, owing to the loose sand, there were dangerous fulls at
held up work bedly, The only warning woald be a slight rustle and then No, 1 e
would be buried under feet of suffocating send, fallen from the roof, Qur heme-mede

o st tixting vl e suothered, and No, 2 warking fest would have to find his
pal's feet in inky blackness, and haul him back out from under,

Getting rid of the sand wys one of our biggest difficulties, especielly after
it begen to snow, Some of it We put down Diek (the unfinished tunnel), snd we put a
lot under the cemp theatre,

ntine, up above, hundreds of our own sentries - we callad them stooges -
quarding our secret activities, All the smooping Gemen ferrets were tailed,
uldn't move & foot without their sctions being flashed to our vatious control
runnelling work was eventually helped when ane rather light fi er‘ed offloar -
picked up" about 600 feet of eleotric ceble and we install %
11)# g in Hax Three Germen workmen were shot t
cerelessness in losing that wix

Qver 200 cheps were picked by secret ballot to attempt the Soiape, . the aty
wesn't fixed in edvence and it was only on the morning of Merch 2th that it was
decided to bresk the tunnel thet night, The bled in Herry's
hut, They had sbout 400 forged pepers, oivvy clothes, maps compasses, iron rations
made from our own recipes - and not bed either ~ plus other odd gedgets, A highly
unfriendly country under a foot of snow was at the other end of the tumnel,

two experienced tunnellers dug out the last few inches into the
. nasty shock, Caloulations were a few feet short, end insteed of
2 wood, they were on the edge, in the open, and 2 bare 15 yards from
man sentry box and Searchlight, After that the tension s
e chaps, quivering with excitement, muffied in heavy clothes with
end blankets trepped around them, clambered on the trollies one at a t:
shooting off towards freedom. fhere were inevitable complications,
were stuck in the tunnel because of all their bulging paraphernalis, i
thing coused a couple of nasty fells of send which blocked the tunnel, nearly buried
the lads end had to be cleax‘ed under pretty nerve-redking conditions, In the mi
of 1t ell our fomer colleagues in the R,A,F. arrived ovor Berlin on b s
oy oty o Rl nd gt gf ol lights
Thet aained & a lovely shambles, and completely held up operetions while our
lamps, held ready for an smergency, were brought cut ond passed down the shaft end up
to the two helf~way houses in the tumel, Getting the chaps out with 1l these
conplications was & slower business than intended, (Outside the tunncl mouth and just
inside the fringe of the wood we had a stooge contvolling the evacuation by rope
signals,
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