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Copy of, Citation of Award of D.FiCe NomM -IMMEDIATE. G A

dcting Flight lieutenant James Alan CAMERON (14020) No. 156 Sguadron.

The above mentioned officer has completed, in various capacities, many
successful operations, during which he has displeyed high skill,
fortitude and devotion to dutye.




Copy _of Citation of Award of D.F.C. f

Flight lieutenant James Alan CAMERON (14020) No. 156 Squadron.

Acting

acities, many
skill,

The above mentioned officer hes completed, in various cap
successful operations, during which he bas displayed high
fortitude and devotion to duty.
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3rd Decenber, 1943

Alr Ministry Bulletin No. 12253

3 BELIV
Three Squadrons of AP, vorking vith the R.A.F. took part in last night'
battle over Berlin in which over 1500 tons of high explosives and incendiary bosbs
were dropped, in just over half am hour,

sle begsn when the bombers wewe still 50 miles away from the
e ans hod 1aid a long lene of fighter flares, which stretched
up % the capital itself, where the final battle took place.

part of the eres was covered by clouds, but there remained a clear patck

sky made still clearer by the fighter flares, and the scores of searchlights which
the enemy hed concentrated there, s our boubers flew into it the weiting

fighters dived down in en €fort to intercept them befove they ‘could drop their bobs,

w couldn't stop us", en iustralienpilot ssid, "We got through end
by the tine we left,the gap in the clouds wes being filled up by the black smoke
from the fires, smoke elone had reached a height of some 15,000 feet, and
soue of our fellows could still see the red glow of fires from 200 miles on the
way hdue,

Flying Officer X, NcIntyre, of jueensland, who was pilotir er,
s04d thot vhen he errived over the copital he found that ebout half of Derlin wes
covered by cloud end the other half wes cleer, "But the clouds were drifting ol
the z e, he continued, a0 that the gup vas always eltering its position, There
s of sesrchlights - hundreds of them, end whenever the erews managed
% o %o one of our airorart,thay I it 11,they were worth, The
gunner saw two airereft coned while we were over the capital.

"The eneny eppeered to be using & type of flak which looks like hose-piping as

it comes up. It gives you the impression that it is impossible to get through i

but you do, Ve had one or two holes in the bomb doors from hits, That was the
rat they did : dropped our bowbs and turned for home",

Flight Ser 1 s Lenosoter, who ooues’ fron
Maryborough, v a k a tk ot indicators of the
athfinders very 3 bombing run frough the clouls over e
: ] flares ecross our path, and we went
Glesn through & concentretion of then without being attacked by one of the fighters®,

Elying Officer J,A, Cemeron, of Melbourne seid ; "Pighter flares were being
dropped all over the texget ares. On the last 50 miles of the &

ermans were dropping flares ell the time in an eff un to cateh u
brillisntly 14t ell the way in front of us, We got to Berlin all right, and there
it was -~ an extreordinary sight, With big red fires buxm‘@ below, hundreds of
sc,xcnu,ma, end the brilliant flaves coming slowly down fyom a good height,

I put our aireraft into the bombing run, and just s our 4,000 pounder dropped, one
of the engines cut, Iy heert missed a beat too. However, it was all right, and we
got back on the others”,

Flying Officer Toylor, a boub eimer from Brisbane, who last night
conpleted his 58th flight, said that the fires in Berlin were bur
they set course for hone, "Suoke was billowing up to the sky, and
height of 15,000 feet".

Pilot Officer K, Schults of Adelside, a pilot, said that although he wes in
the first phase of the attack the fires had got o strong hold by the time he
left, "The defences did not seem to have got really going while we were there”,
he sedd, "We sew only a few fighter flares, and the ground defences were light.
he besms of the searchlights worked effectively when they concentrated on a gap
in the sky, but they were houpered when we were using the cloud cover”,










nistry News Service

NOTHER 1,500 TONS O]

Our heavy bombers dropped over 1,500 tons of bombs on Berlin
t,  despite opposition at all stages of the attack fram
hter squadrons guarding the though full reports

are not yet to hand it is known that our bambers destroyed three enemy

fighters.
Even excluding the suburbs, the densely built up erea of Berlin

covers about 18,000 acres ht's attack was against new objectives

in the city. The Weather during last night's operation dictated the necessity

of a very early attac The first bombs fell a few minutes after eight

o'clock when there was still a low moon.

It was very clear sbove the clouds and there was good visibility
in the clear patches of sky, At times our aircraft had to meke their
banbing runs across a huge expanse of cloudless sky, with the cit;
and great banks of cloud all round, This made an erena in which crews
fought their way past many night fighters which were patrolling the gaps.
Lances of fighter flares were dropped to mark the track of the baubers, and
at one point there was a brilliant junction of light where two long flare

paths met at right angles.

ignter flares were dropped all over the target area," said
F/0. J. A. Cemeron, a Lencaster pilot from Melbourne, "For 50 miles the
Germens were dropping the flares to catch us, end the way to Berlin was
brightly 1it up in a straight line in front of us",

7ith a strong wind and clouds drifting fast, the character of the

ltered rapi Some crews reported bombing thr /10ths cloud,
he only

arke

bombers

boundars

rly thi




Lerge numbers of light anti-aircraft guns were used in en attempt
to shoot down the Pathfinder flares as they fell. Eigher still, there was o
great deal of heavy flek, but some orews considered that, probably beceuse meny
German fighters were over the city, it was less violent then during the last two
attacks. The searchlights had to vary their tectics owing to the constant cha
of weather. Sometimes they 1it up the cloude in an attempt to silhouette the
bombers and so guide the fighters, At other times they made large cones where the
y wae clear. The enmemy night fighter patrols were continually reinforced as the
attack progressed, and meny more flares were seen'towards the end of the bo
A Lencacter pilot said:- "We sew fighter flares dropped close to a
T end it was then attacked. A fighter passed wery close t v ht
in its nose, but did not attack us.”
One Lancaster crew saw four Messerschmitt 110s flying close
but only one of them attacked. The rear-gunner fired beck saw the enemy's

arboard engine catch fire. The fighter went dowr dive. Another

bomber wes attacked with great persistence by @ Nesserschmitt, and though the fi

nt on for eight minutes the enemy was driven off.

~
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ANOTHER 1,500 TONS ON BERLIN

Our heavy bombers dropped over 1,500 tons of bombs on Berlin last night,
despite opposition at all stages of the attack from the night fighter squadrons
guarding the Germen capital. Although full reports are not yet to hand it is
known that our bombers destroyed three enemy fighters.

Even excluding the suburbs, the densely built up area of Berlin covers about
8,000 acres, and last night's attack was ggainst new objectives in the city.

The weather during last night's operation dictated the necessity of a very early
attack. The first bombs fell e few minutes after eight o'clock when there
was stillca low moon.

It was very clear above the clouds and there was goof visibility in the cleer
patches of sky. At times our aircreft had to make their bombing runs across &
huge expanse of cloudless sky, with the city below and grest banks of cloud all
round. This mede an erema in which crews fought their way past mary night
fighters which were petrolling the geps. Lanes of fighters flares were dropped
to mark the track of the bombers, and at ome point there was a brillient junction
of 1light where two long flere paths met at right engles.

*Fighter flares were dropped all over the target area,” said F/0. J.h.
Cemeron e lancaster Pilot from Mel bourne 1 rmane were dropping
the flares to catch us, and the way to Berlin was brightly lit up in a streight
line in front of us.

With a strong wind end clouds drifting fast, the character of the battle
eltered rapidly. Some crews reparted bombing through 10.10ths cloud, as in the
early attacks on Berlin lest month. The only fixed point, throughout their attack
wes made by the Pethfinder flares and markers. Whatever the condition of the sky
these gave & steady point of aim for the bombers.

Another pilot in e vivid description of bis impressions seid:- A great cloud
formed a kind of boundary line above the centre of the target. One side of the
line wae fairly thick cloud up to 8,000 ft., while bn the other side were
seattered clouds and ereas which were completely clear. Tt looked Just kike a
huge lump of cheese cut by a sherp knife, with half of it removed. The huge

formation was shifting quickly in. the win




The atteck was made by & great force of Lencasters and by & smaller number
of Halifexes. Crews had the satisfaction mot only of knowing that they had
struck another great blow at the Germen capitel, but aleo of seeing the fires

which formed eround the target indicators. Towerds the end of the attack, mesces

of smoke were rising to & height of several miles. Mosquitos went in to bomb

and recomnoitred she city some time after the attack was over. Cloud hed egain
formed over the city, but the Mosquito crews saw the glow of fires and reported
that the smoke was still riesing thick emong the clouds. The fires could still be
seen when the main force was 200 miles on the way home. Recomneissance pilots,
circling sfter bombing, but while the ettack was in progress, reported that the
main concentrations of fire were in the area of objectives in the south-east of the
city.

large numbers of light enti-aircraft guns were used in an attempt to shoot
down the Pathfinder flares as they fell. Higher still, there was a great deal of
heavy flak, but some crews considered that, probably because meny German fighters
were over the city, it wes less violent then during the last two attacks. The
searchlights had to vary their tactics ewing to the constant changes of weather.
Sometimes they 1it up the clouds in an attempt to silhouette the bombere and
guide the fighters. At other times they made large cones where the sky was clear.
The ememy night fighter patrols were continually reinforced as the attack
rogressed, and many more flares were seen towards the end of the bombing.

A lancaster pilot said:- ®We saw fighter flares dropped close to a bomber
end it was then attacked. A fighter pessed very close to us, with a light in
its nose, but it did not attack us.*

One Lancester crew saw four Messerschmitts 110s flying close at hand, but
only one of them attacked. The rear gunner fired back and sew the enemy's
starboerd engine catch fire. The fighter went down in a steep dive. Another
bomber was attacked with great persistence by! a Messerschmitt, end though the

fight went on for eight minutes the enemy was driven off.




