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¥/0, C,J. CHALLIS = BENALLA, VICTORIA

F/0 Challis comes from Benslla, Victoria, and left
Austrelia on 6th Merch, 1943, caming to Englend via the U.S.A.
He did his first tour on Lencasters with 460 Squadron.

His most exciting trip wes to Bochum on Sept. 29, 1943,
his 15th trip, when the aircraft was caught by searchlights
vhile approaching the target. Every effort was made to evade
they but unsuccessfully, and the sireraft was hit by flek at
21,000 feet, FEverything stopped, including the hearts of
the crew - the props just idling - and the aircraft dropped
like a stone to 13,000 feet, when three of the motors picked
up., However, though the aircraft wes still coned by the
sesrchlights and heavily engaged by the A.A. the skipper
pressed on and bombed his target from 13,000 feet. The Bomb
Admer was hit by shell splinters on both hands, and
F/@ Challis was slightly injured by & splinter which grazed
his cheek, took his gunsight away, and embedded itself in
the gun mounting. Another piece penetrated his flyin boots,
Irvine trousers, battledress trousers end sock, lodging between
his skin and his sock without causing more injury then a
bruise. The pilot and navigator were awarded D.F.C's and the
Bomb Aimer a D,F.M. for this trip.




