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Strasbourg, 9 Oct 43.
U«Ke, 19 Sep k.
30 Jul acetime Profession: Salesmen
Since 2 Feb 40. Private : Gowesstern Beach,
Geelong, Victoria.

I took off from Gambut (North Africa) a% 1800 hours on 14 Jun 42 and
sk at about 1830 hours. I baled out and lsnded between
"Knightsbridge" and Acroma. I was imediately teken prisoner by an armoured
atrol, and remained with a German Armoured Division in the front line for a few
days. I was then taken to Derna about 20 jun, and from there t s at
fadalena, Barce, a:

On about 30 Jun I was taken to Italy by air and was kept at Transit camp
ri) from 1 Jul until ct 42. I was then transferred to C

No.
78 (Sulmona). From there I was taken about mid-Jul 43 to Camp 19 (Bologna).
The was taken over by the Germans on nd on 11 Sep we left for

I tried to escape through a 2 hole in the truck, but the guards discovered the }

Avout 12 men, however, in getting away. Ve arrived at Moosburg (Germeny
1:100,000, Sheet 148, ) about 16 Sep, and remsined there about a fortn

On 26 Sep I was teken to Strasbourg (;‘,«rn&n , 1:250,000, Sheet X 49, W 09)
by train and imprisoned at Fort Bismerck, a little to the North of the town.
While in the camp we heard that the prisoners were shortly to be moved, and Lt.Hunte

elf decided to try and
being made sbout 6 Oct, and on the might "ot the attenpt we hid by cementing
ourselves up inside a bricked off part of a passa then the slarm was given,
shere vas a genersl roll-cell end ow names were reported missing. There was
& general search dogs through the fort, but we were not discovered, and it
s. We then emerged from behind the

wall and spent the mext dew days avoiding roll-call.

On the morning of 9 Oct the camp was evacuated, and the wmbers of
priconers checked. We hid sgein behind the wall, and as we were already missing
no thorough search was made for us. The fort was still guarded, however, as
some civilisns internces had remained hehind, but the vnu.mce was much relaxed,
end we mansged to make a ladder from bedding, and climb out of the moat.

Once out of the fort, we headed due West, walking only at
lving off the country. We had no proper civilian clothes, but had removed all
badges from our uniforms., We passed the village of Still (V 7595) and reached
a small hemlet called Nideck, Here we were given food and a route across the
mowntains to Luvigny (U 5089). At Luvigny ed a Frenchman who
guided us to Celles (L' 1,285) where we arrived on 19 Oct. We hid there in a
house for about ten days, as our feet were in very bad condition.
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1 5, AWARDED TO GEELONG

With the award of the M.B.E. to Flight Licutenant Geoffrey T.

Chinchen, D.F.C., of Western I ‘ncn, Tealong (Vic.), enothor award goes

t0 theé credit of tm. famous No.3 R.A.A.F. Kittyhawk Sguadron which

harassed the Italians in .the stern Desert.

He was awarded the Distingu 1;1|Ld lying Cross for his work

many dive bombing and gro 1 vt n el insta

av

in the Western Desert in 3 s for the outstanding

c¢ourage and sound lecadership
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