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Fou Junkers 88

While on patrol over the Bay of Biscay recently, & Coastal
Comend Sunderland was attacked by six Junkers 88. Battered by explosive
shells, the flying-boat endured a fierce assault for ten minutes, end,
with geping holes in the fuselage, and much damage to engines and equipment,
succeeded in reaching its base.

The Sunderland "X for X-rey", was onpatrol when the nose gunner
sighted six Junkers 83 shead. The nearest of them was 1,000 yerds ewey
and the combat begen at once.  The enemy aircraft took up their positions
for attack, and in the words of the captein of X-ray, F/0, Davenport, of

slakehurst,N.S.W, "They were suddenly belting cannon shells around us.

They ceme in fast, and they were using explosive shells, within the first

five minutes of the attack the tail turret was put out of action by a shell

which severed the elevator trimming wires end cut the hydraulic pipe lines.

"X for X-ray, dived towards cloud, but not before more shells had
burst amidships, killing the midship gunner. Another shell entered the
starboard outer engine and cut the air pressure lines. The other enemy
aircraft were sll firing from longer range and ineffectively, and just as

X-ray reached the shelter of a cloud the nose turret gunner got in severel

bursts.
The breathing space did not last long, hov

minutes later, on emerging from the cloud, the Sunderl:

two of the 88s, but partly succeeded in evading them in a diving turn.  Not

completely however.  Another explosive shell tore a hole 5 feet by 2 feet

the port mainplane between the fuselage and inner er
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